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PREFACE 

TH£ SECRET MEMOIRS OF 
NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 



TaBiayotirablereception given by the Public 
to my Hi^arical Memoir concerning Buo^ 
naparte^ is one of tiie least motives which 
has indoced me to undertake the present 
work. Six editions^ of a thousand copies 
eadi, circulated in so short a time, would 
indeed be a sufficient motive for again em*- 
ploying my pen upon the same subject; but 
it is impossible not to feel that such success 
was the etkct of circumstance alone. Other 
reasons influence me to engage in this new 
midertieddng. 
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Naturally endowed with strong sensibi- 
lity, hotK often have I wept over our san- 
guinary laurels! Few men in France niore 
ard^tly desired a new order of things; what 
happiness, therefore, did I .not e>q>erience, 
when I saw the usurper compelled to resign 
his prey ! this was a pleasure which I could 
feel more forcibly than any other person, 
because I ; was m6re impressed than any 
other with the firm conviction that the mis- 
fortune^, of France would never ceaM, while 
she continued to receive laws from Buona- 
parte. 

But is it not sufficient that the Colossus 
is n<> Epore; it must be proved irrefutably, 
evmi to his partisiaQS, supposing any^ to re- 
main to.lum, that if h^ vras a Colo9i»]is iu 
the eyes of the world, ;it Mras beQatt«i^ hfi was 
never «ie^H by them except through a prism- 

\Yboever wpuld write the history of 
Bi)iH^^parte, Ought to be at oace: a Tacitus 
and a Suetonius. Without the united q«a^ 
lities of ,bQthj these hi^toria^ns, a complete 
l^itfivy of th^ maddest usurper it h^ eve? 
. fj^l\^ tojtlje lot of h\stQry to celebrttte, caa 
never be expected. . ^ 
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There are men who will be more charmed 
by a single stroke from the pen of Saeto^ 
nius> than by one of the excellent chapiters 
of Tacitas ; and this class of men ever was^ 
ever will be, and ought to be^ the most nu-« 
merons. 

Although the character of Buonaparte 
hi not^ in real fact^ difficult to be defined, I 
am certain, lliat of ten men who had lived 
each a month with him alternately, not two 
would be found concurring in their senti-< 
ments respecting him. See him at theThuille-« 
ries, see him at St. Cloud, he is not the 
same man ; have occasion to converse with 
him at Schcenbrunn, he is still a different 
personage ; pay your court to him at Marrac^ 
you would no longer suppose him the same. 
3ut even from contemplating him under 
these different points of view, even from 
noting down facts collected upon the spot^ 
no historian whatever would be able to pre- 
sent a faithful portrait of this versatile usur- 
per, if he bad not been enabled to .collect 
documents of his private life, to witness 
hib daily habits, his private manners, his 
language. In these things alone would the 
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i&iiftel (Maifiter Md thecblours necesMify for 
giving ft f^hftil representdtidn of the pott-- 
tte«l life, ^ittOQitifQlly picturesque^ of ft Him 
Vbose exces8» have endangered the dvet*^ 
throtk^ of all Eui-o^e* In such a case, tsh 
omit the shadows, would be to fail in giving 
ti^epictttt^. 

I cannot bnt soothe myself with tilie 
Belief, thAt uhy endeavours to convince the 
t»rk)li8'claBsi^s of die great family of French* 
n^n, how entirely liie usurper was what ow 
s«i{«i«hys8, our Weakness, and circum* 
stalled made faiih, not what we Ought to 
hkvt been, is to Iserre Ihe <3a»se^f our kiB|^ 
df wir tronntry, of human nature. The 
fadts ti^re giv^n'wili not be derived only 
from thej/ say ; they have be*n notfed down 
iti ^be dosiet, ilpbn the kiiee,{ migbt almost 
say, of the despot. 

Ma^y rpersohs ha;ve written upon Buo- 
naparte, all helvie fttikd in dtt^^ining the^nd 
at Which ihey %iiijfied, ihat of i^iel^ing him 
!^tih ^s he is. Hietieaktfn is, that some 
#V6te7h Die tnmult^fpassiob, others in the 
d^lirinm '6f ^y, dthers in the hope of pay-^ 
ing th€€r c»3alrt Ito 4titn. WUlit has been the 



resfiltf ^f!h»t all the pprtraits^eu liaive> 
for waoi c^ a trapquil rasembl«ace> bore a 
suspicious aspect. It appears astonishing^ 
that amqng so many isj^etcfaes, some of which 
were prodaced by persons of no small merit 
ai)0 talent, not a writer w^ to be fonn^ 
c^apaHe of bearing in mind, thai he whff 
^msMi pravifig 400 much, proves nothings 
This truth has by others beep felt $0 strongly^ 
^dgft the Abb^.de M.... paid, in remarking 
onttipye di^rent writers who have treated ftf 
3w>9i»p#rt€'rr-'^ Their ^ai^uinaiy impostures 
w^Vativow dojobts upon sanguinary truths/^ 
SfQch was ifa^ rejection of a man of pene* 
tra^op, who strongly felt that the French^ 
Wio^n ojit.wil^ aTecapitulation of crimes and 
mord^s for ^ye-^nd-twepty years, would 
pl^pe; in 'the class of political falsehood acts 
of ^atoficity, twhich, however true, were 
rimdejred rev>olting by the manner of repre- 

It jvas oQiecess^ry, very necessary, in 
^^^r to .detach the multitode from the 
9pip|OQ th^y }|ad filmed respecting the 
I^9}i9al,$^i^d poj^ti^^ of BuonapartCii 

to present them w^ npmberl^sis facts which 



degrade and condemn him; but it was 
enough that the facts should be simply ex<- 
posed in terms free from resentment and 
bitterness, and above all, with the colour of 
truth. It was impolitic to oppose public 
opinion, how erroneous soever it might be, 
too roughly; if we would compel a man to 
acknowledge his errors, we must prove to 
hiin mildly that they are such. Many 
honest-minded persons have disapproved 
the stile adopted by certain wrilers of the 
day; it is a mode of writing which ap-- 
proaches too nearly to that in use during the 
most bloody periods of our revolution. ^ It 
is an historian that we wish not a. bigotted 
determined accuser. It is not always neces* 
sary for proving a murder that the victim, 
palpitating and rolling in his blood, should 
be exhibited. Some writers have done still 
more ; horrible truths have not suf&bed for 
them, they have had recource to horrible 
impostures; — ^to useless falsehoods which 
' goad the heart, and which serve the cause 
of the ill intentioned so much the more 
effectually, inasmuch as their falsehood can 
be instantly demonstrated. 



In the Journal des Debuts of the 9th of 
* September last, among the strictares upon 
a paiQpblet, entitled The Sepulchres of the 
drand Army, wa. find it asserted that, in 
the expedition to Egypt, the wounded who 
were carried to Jaffa did not die of the 
plague, but were poisoned by order of the 
g^fieral-in-chief. Such an jact would, ia- 
d^d, be without example in the anuals of 
crimes ; but^ thanks to Heaven, the accusa* 
tion is false, as I can prove unanswerably^ 

The wounded had already been some 
time at Jaffa^ when the plague commenced 
its ravages. Soldier and inhabitants were 
alike attacked; for the truth of this, let the 
assertion of Mons; C ^ a celebrated phy- 
sician attached to the expedition, b€t con- 
sulted. Had such an atrocity been really 
practised it must have been known imme* 
diately ; if none but Frenchmen had' been 
attacked, then indeed the charge would 
have worn some colour of truth; but soldiers 
and inhabitants falling alike victims, if the 
one were poisoned, the others must have 
been poisoned also. Let the possibility of 
this double poisoning be proved to me, and 



Isball bdieve fti the sAidde erf Pidtegra. 
A stromger circuiiislaiic^ still in favoar of 
the ticm-existence o^ the crime is, that many 
of the French toWiet-s, as well as of the itt^ 
habitants, recovered from fhe disease. 

I rtitist console toyself Vith the belief 

ihjit no one will stispect any Snt^linatroii 

towards the despot leads ' nie to give tf/li 

jformal contradictioii to Aie acctisation iii 

question. Napoleon is fiow under fhe lasb 

both of truth aiid of itnpostufe; be ha^ 

merited his fiite. It was tiie love of truth 

alone, it wks h^moui-, it ivas humanity^ 

which urged tiie to remove this horrible im- 

putatioik. M^hd^Ver may be the authoi- off 

iti I must hoi^e that he hai; not reflected 

well upon the consequencfefe of what he as- 

i^rts; that he dbes not see that his silehtf«^ 

with respect to the accessories iti sucTi ah 

atro€ity, implicates the charactEfrs of all 

ihe braviB Warrioi-s by i^hota the general 

Was surrounded, fm- accomplices he nei?^- 

sarily must haVe had. If he himself did 

not administer the potsdti, and that he 

should administer it was inipo'ssible, ^h6 

were the infamous agents employ^ by ^itii^ 



appeal to ye all ! 

liie^D^ins of. th£ her^i^iflip* iQ ti^e name 
^f yocu-coiwtiy, followed a Cjoe^P^ P*.^ 
soil on ^hich yoiff God w^», iqirnolf^ted, 
^uswer me!-^If yoiur gei^eraji, wilh a^ p\^r$|p 
of gold in one }m^d and a p^per .of f^ispi^ 
in the other, )uid iswid tp any ope af^^ijijg 
yoH : " ^er« ^s gold, talj.e it, i\ ^ ypnrs; 
but here is £^sopoi$(on> 9vay to J*fl^» WfV^ 
twelve hwad^ced 9f yoi^- ^mpoaVw^s ^^ 

glory, yof^ff frien4» f<*^f ^^^tM^W^^^ '"-r 

^jaitted. W^ ^. n^)(e qjf jth,^ CfQ^qntry 4)^ 
ptpon^rt tlie ^^pptjonjert?— j^e .t^» ^q^- 
spued hif own conntfyipe^ |1sp, % 1 y^^ 
it, Af nss^^n^an;^ an4 |B'^^chi)C|i^ 8|ikp |pl| 
irictims. Buona^i:|e.wj^,^i|jat t^> ^cp^T 
dislly 4/e)^s^ ip ;Eppf^,|^al%B^)yould 
spfin h^ ,tiipsp]^}ed. A?<ipffr^#^9l^- 
ne^s jof ^viQP9|^rte, jt^f which §9 W^U te 
bfipf ^d, .i^l^ skJw w^r^ |?ir«^^t iwoj9? x^ 
irpW hfwr tj^pt ^^olV!^jn)i^iat^;jtl^^(, 
|Sr^il.e.4w»gju§J}ycp tp ,|^^ ^i^jfi^e .^^g^ 
|>y whJiihM »« «eJeljj;a|pd,* i^^nj^ot^rej^ift 

• The infected with the plague at Jaffa,- a picture, tij 
MoD»« Gros. 



shragging tbeir shoulders thinking of the 
subject. 

Ijet all such means of detraction be 
suppressed I the cause of our country is too 
good, the crimes df its oppressor too nume* 
rous for recourse to be had to calumny and . 
impostures. It would have been much 
wiser, much more politic to recollect the 
admonition of the president Seguier to a 
witness whose deposition semeedvery much 
to outrage truth. ** Relate your story 
simply/^ said he, " and never forget that 
over-charged accusations will ever assume, 
•in the eyes of the court, the appearance df 
calumny.*^ It muist, however, be acknow- 
ledged, that if ever imposture could be ex- 
cused, the circumstances would justify the 
exaggerations of these writers. 

Many very worthy people, harrassed, 
oppressed for fifteen years, have felt them-- 
selves relieved all on a sudden by being 
able* to give way to a bitterness not well re- 
flected upon. They have not, in what they 
wrote, paid attention to times, to places, to 
men, to circumstances. For fifteen years 
dazzling victories, splendid conquests, fasci- 



«ated the eyes of nine-teDtha of France with 
regard to a man5 the commencement of whose 
career seduced all Europe. At length the 
mask fell and the hero disappeared. Stohned 
i?«dth his &11^ Ihe people remained stupified^ 
donbting slill whether he who • was thus 
lallen was the same that had long held them 
entranced with astonishment. It is then a 
^eat want of judgment to expect that in one 
day^ and without any respect shewn to their 
feelings, several millions of men can be 
made to blush at their errors, at their blind-* 
ness. It is not by thrusting and jostling that 
political opinions are to be overcome and 
dispersed. 

Honoured a thousand and a thousand 
-times, be the discreet writer who pities, and 
who would enlighten me! If, at first, he 
finds me alarmed at the paths of truth along 
which he would lead me^ and perceives me 
s^rt back scnne steps, how I love to see him« 
as a sensible and intelligent guide, stert 
back with me, smile at my selMove, or ra-* 
ther at my obstinacy, hold out his hand* to 
me generonsdy, and lead me by strong, mild 
reasoning, to say tohim at length. *^ Worthy^ 



i> I wn in «ii Mror« I «w» to 4lie nMl^ 
ness of jronr l9gic the adviunti^e «f 4u»ki9ff 
better in fatfU'e 1 1 tb««ky<m|iN'it, jfo^ ^«v^ 
neiduer blustered, or bumbled ta^."^ 

I do not fif^fukd to annigii 997 qn^ft, 
I' bav« neitker the denre n<m. the i^efins, ^ 
4o iso; I only mgtet to set good wntew 
iorget liiat, whether from 8eIf4oire or ignor 
taace, a man does nk>t immediateljr dash to 
inebes the stntae which he has been acpu^- 
^med to vrondiip. This ii uufortooatell' 
A* C4S0 at {Nresent widi more iban ihi^ 
I^Mndifluni. 

Ii remains 6>r me now to answer ^ 
journalist who has given strictures opon nqp 
HiaiorimlSmney, Xhat work is «o much 
Qoauedttd wilii the finesAt, timt in nodUh 
nating thfeaoilieAticitjr of ike one* I euaMtin 
ihat of tibe other. 

^'liie author of Ae Htatmrmal An*- 
twjf/* )mgr6 the <edater, '' deekres tibmt Imb 
nelner qniMed finbnaparte itr fifteen jrears.^' 
Th» is wiy true. ** Many pmrticalan «ne 
^y«n whiidh, in fiujt. iadieale a man «lb- 
tadied io his ipeMonal ^errice, rwito saw bim 
daUy, ^ho bad habiliiai aooess 1i» him m 



Mb yeVf €l<w^.** This ag&m b trne. '<^fht 
autnber 6( persons who can c«nM ntHlrt' 
tins demmpikta is tK>t great, and they art 
ifBll known to the pnblie/' TM« I yerf 
MMch ctoiibt ** ISoaitf mon have been named 
trfao haye warmly diMvowerf the work-— 
with <^ opitiioiyi of others it does not eon^ 
cur." It was very natural that the pi^lic 
lAoald wish t6 diseoter tbe atiAor, but in 
Ihis they will never be gratified, withoat I 
cSitRse to be known. Yet, not to give ocea- 
sion for ^rtfact researdieB, I will tuiknmr- 
ledge ftirly, Hiot I am among thoM who 
liave warmlp di6a»4wed the wm^. It is not 
Iftat I eoattider It as reflecting upon the ho> 
Hoar and tii« nepittation of tbe writer, but 
l»e£aase I have feaftons for wishing to keep 
inys^ «nlAi«»«rn, whicfc are 4iot of a nature 
fi bt mtiAe pdi^ic. 

It hits befed fiitttld singular, ^trt in 
mp^Xin^ Of Gen^ml ^andaomie, I ^euld 
^'p^f "to Mm the epithet ^f vnfartmMie, 
Tbie editor Wonld li<^ tiave been so muc^i 
tttotdihtid, iiad he ktiown that on the dSd 
Of ApVil )ai$t I recdved a fetter from Ihida, 
imA Ht^ .19«h of lifiMfdi, iti which I was 
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informed thatGeiieraiyandamme/ preferring^ 
death to being dragged into Siberia, had 
destroyed himself. The pnblic prints ha^e 
since repeated this story, I believe from my 
letter, which I shewed to several diflfereat 
persons. I have the original still in my 
possession, stamped with the post-mark of 
Buda. 

A mnch heavier imputation, I must 
own, has been laid to my charge, one miich 
more difficult to be repelled, because it is 
not possible to repel an existing fact I ain 
reproached, mildly, however, with being 
guilty 4>f a deep offence in betraying the 
secrets of my master. I have nothing to 
answer : — ^fuUy convicted, I am* still dis- 
posed to hope that the acknowledgment of 
my fault will give me a claim to some in- 
dulgence. If it be otherwise, I appeal to 
the present work ; there, I dare flatter my- 
self, my excuse will be found. The system 
which I laid down to myself will there be 
developed. H is one which I have con- 
stantly followed by day and by nig^bt, in 
France, in Austria, in Prussia^ and in Busr 
«ia ; a system which has given occasion ta 



numberless observations^ which has cost me 
much labour^ and thrown me into some 
dangers. 

I am obliged to the journalist for the 
honour he does n^^ in thinking me capable 
of having traced a plan to myself in my 
Historical Survey. I acknowledge^ to my 
shame^ that if the letter to which he alludes 
be in its proper place^ I am indebted for it 
to chance^ and that nothing which precedes 
or. follows it was inserted witb the view of 
adding to its 'effect. 

I know not why the authenticity of this* 
letter is denied, since it has long been 
known, and many persons of note have had 
copies of it. I shall only observe, that L 
was obliged to make five abbreviations in it. 
It is not surprising that some should have 
endeavoured to disprove it; they we^e inte^ 
rested in so doing. It is painful for any. 
one to be forced to confess that persons have 
been found courageous enough to brave the 
hatred of the despot, and the dangers in- 
curred by differing from his opinions^ and 
to tell bim their sentiments freely — it is* 
painful, I say, for them to be obliged to 



foofeas tiiM, /nooe tbejr mint ^^.^1 ^inU 
itkey oi]^h.t to blosb at bavkig £M)e4 ip the 
first duties of their situation,, that of mtfij 
TOBsting tilie gnilty pn^ec^s of an amHtious 
mail, wbo8« ple)QsiH?is was tp ov^rtqi* -Stfit*^ 
and oany d«solati<:8i aiVKMig the .people. 
Bopaaparte had fio entirely bent the moAM 
•f all around hiw to his will, tP bb liespo- 
tNSM, that whoerer ^ared resist him, d«ur«4 
to analyse .his projecits, and ooiBunent apoa 
tbe.folly )■»€ thein> be<»Bfte a profolam in the 
eyes of the courtiers. Those who were sen* 
iftle that tbey jtanldmoistanil a 0MHiparis<Hi 
wfthi the .honest: and oonrageons vaan,: whose 
digD^ediboldfiess inaderthem appear Utiile» 
eventiti their own ^«s, have thought it ^cac- 
psdicBt ..to deny the existence of saeh an 
•ae. IThoy have donestill wons^, they haiee 
aaonbed &Aee . views to him, . >and sopposad 
hiai leagued in guilty CQeQnections.<-4¥aui 
efiwts ! insth piefoes tfaroagh dll, tand the 
vafiiwhaoi' ^e mw»^s. way well wri(the». 
she is not the Jess ^tiil XHHislMit, still the 
mmk; ilMuaJinpid water, wihieh lihe yase 
tanoot in^Kent irom .^arifyiog itself, ^nd 
htcaningoclaar. 
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III Hiis t¥iN^5 4iie great events whioh 
bav^ Ibignalited the reign of Bucmaparte^wiU 
W «^cmgllt for in , vain ; it is for the pen oi 
bistotytto dwell npoaJ&ein; the materia]* 
wiiich fciMip#se llie present Memoirs will lie 
drawn from his priyate life. The author 
could not see every thing, but he will write 
nothing except what he has seen, what he 
has strong reason to surmise, or of which he 
is very certain. His sketches will not have 
the proportions of great subjects, but for 
that reason they will possess a greater charm. 
His opinions will be grafted upon facts^ 
they will be supported by a long and con- 
stant study of the subject. As to the por- 
traits of the different persons belonging to 
the court of Buonaparte, honour and truth 
oblige me to say, that it is very possible 
they may not be after nature, that the de- 
fects ascribed to the subjects drawn may be 
exaggerated; I could even wish that they 
may not be faithful resemblances; but this 
I can affirm, that they are drawn after the 
ideas which Buonaparte had himself formed 
of the models; he was the painter, I only 
exhibit his pictures. I h^ve had the pre- 
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cantioTi not to put names to them ; if any 
one finds his own likeness in the sk^^ch, I 
advise him to keep silence^ and still more to 
pardon me. All will know well that it was. 
amply in my power to have been much more 
mortifying^ not to say worse- 



HISTORICAL SURVEY 



OF THS 



CHARACTER OF BUONAPARTE 



A PERSON of considerable talents who for fifteeil 
years has been struck with the numerous contra- 
dictions which he remarlinp^d nbt only in the politic 
cat character of Buonaparte bat in his private itfe» 
said :-— ^* This man is a frigbtfnl enigma, the so* 
*' hition of which belongs to God alone.*— It was 
impossible to make use of a finer expression, but 
it was at the same time to advance a great error* 
Buonaparte is under every point of view the 
easiest being on earth to be defined. If you would 
measure this Colossus, one who stands single ia 
the annals of human kind, he must not be con^ 
sidered according to the immensity of the circle 
round which he has run^ he must not be eitamined 
remote from the turiiultuary scenes which always 
lead on unawares, not the multitude alone, but 
even persons of sense and discernment ;— ^he pages 
which journals paid for giving false hues to events, 
and extolling to the skies one whom the universe 
would have wished to see a hundred ftet under 
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3 SURVEY OF THE 

groundy must be torn ; — those soporific works, the 
meanness of which equal their impostuie, and at 
which he himself blushed, must be burned; — the 
times, the place, the bravery of the troops which 
he commanded must be calculated ; — all these 
things must be done: you will then be able, with- 
out difficulty, to take the measure of a man, 
inexplicable indeed till these latter times. Such 
a work is not easy to every one ; it is very possi- 
ble to fail in an enterprise the details of which, 
ought to be very judiciously selected. 

What shall we do then in order to attain such 
a portrait as we wish, oue which shall have the 
merit of reality? — ^Thc man who would undertake 
to furnish it must lay aside every sentiment of 
hatred or malice, — the man who is to sit for it 
inust be divested of all the pomp and pride of 
circumstance; — what he was^ what he is, must 
be deduced from what he said and did in private. 

I am going then to submit facts to the dis- 
cernment of the reader ; he will be at liberty to 
draw from them the results which he thinks they 
will best authorize. I do not mean to give mj 
opinion as law ; one may be deceived in measnr* 
ing a Colossus. No one must expect to find in 
this sketch any fixed, any regular plan, any 
methodical arrangement* I only bring a parcel of 
rough stones to the spot, of which some skilful ar* 
chitect may, perhaps, hereafter avail himself to 
erect, a more regular edifiise. 
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For fifteen years I was, by office, attached to 
the person of Buonaparte ;-*^for fifteen years the 
attentive scrutator of his most trifling actions, 
whenever it was in my power to observe or heat 
him, I have been more than once discouraged 
when 1 sought to form a decided opinion concern* 
ing him. What a man is he in fact!-— what a 
monstrous assemblage of incongruities ?— what a 
componnd of apparent snUimity, of real lit- 
tleness ! —What astonished me, and may asto- 
nish many others, is, that never did man pass so 
mechanically and with such extraordinary rapidity 
from one extreme to the othen The same minute 
presented in him the great statesman, and the 
petty village justice,— the celebrated captain, and 
the ordinary warrior ;— the latter was more parti- 
ticularly the case in the moment of retreat. Would 
you be convinced of the truth of what is here 
advanced, read the following extract from a docu- 
ment belonging to a prefect in one of our southern 
provinceis. 

*' You are permitted to speak to him, he hears 
you ; you conclude, he answers yon. His accent 
is mild, his language civil and obliging, his words 
are measured and even consistent ;— fix your eyes 
upon him attentively, his looks are calm, his fea« 
tures are serene, his whole deportment is affable ; 
— your heart is delivered up to hope* But chance 
has placed near him some object, perhaps a map, 
a book, no matter what ; he casts his eyes upon it 

B a 
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^Well— this sort of mechanical abstraction has 
dianged the man entirely. His looks are tqrned 
angiily npon yon, his voice becomes rough and 
sonorous^ his language insulting and laconic ; 
again consider him attentively, his countenance is 
austere, his eyes are inflamed with anger, and from 
kis mouth issues a contemptuous refusal or a dis* 
missal after the manner of a sovereign of barba* 
rians« You quit him annihilated^ confounded, and 
doubtful whether you have not seen two different 
perscms. 

Would you wish for more ?— attend,— One of 
his ministers accosted him, no matter when ot 
wher(, laying before him a report which he had 
desired, relative to a conspiracy against his person* 
1 was present at the^cene. I own I expected to 
Me him fly into fi rage, thunder against the traitors^ 
threaten the magistrates^ and accuse them of ne* 
gligence. 1^ no means ;*-*he ran over the paper 
without shewing the least sign of agitation. Judge 
of my surprise, or rather of the sweet emotion I felt 
at hearing him utter the following sublime and 
eonsolatcuy words~^^ The state. Sir, has not suf- 
fared, the magistrates have not been insulted, the 
plot was aimed against my person only ; I am sorry 
it is not understood that all my wishes tend to tfas 
welfare of France, fic^t eym-y one may be ipis- 
taken. Say .to these^ ungrateful men that tliey 
have my free pardon ;-^Count let the proceeding 
4igainst them be abrogated." 
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I defy the most zealoas royalist to witness so 
nagQaniinous a procedare atid not to say: *' If 
heaven in his anger have given an usnrper to 
France^ let ns at least thank Him that it is snch a 
man.** — Hold, thou who Wonldst say so !— thy eyes 
haye seen, thine ears haVe heard, bnt do not there- 
^re believe. Repair two days after to the levee of 
this prince so mild, so magnanimons, so little dis- 
posed to vengeance. He is snrroonded by his 
courtieTB, the eyes of all are fixed upon him, his 
countenance is discomposed, the muscles of bis fece 
are contracted, his whole air and denfeanour are 
impressed with ferociousness, with anger ; — a fu- 
nereal silence reigns in the assembly, the prince 
has not yet spoken, but his eyes wander about over 
the company. Presently he perceives the same 
minister who two days before had brought him 
the report : " Count," he addresses him, ** are 
those base conspirators executed ?— are their ac- 
€H>mplices in irons r-^have the executi<mevs given 
a new example to those who are pleased to con- 
spire against my person?" 

What painter could have skill enough to ex- 
press the surprise, the stupefaction of the poor 
minister ?•— He believes himself in a dream, yet he 
is awake. Fain would he speak, but he hesitates^ 
words fail him. In vaiadoes he recal to the sultan 
the pardon which he had so recently pronounced, 
even the very words in which he had expressed 
himself, he is roughly answered : '' Nothing can 
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be mofe false — you misunderstood me entirely/' 
— A profound silence reigns for some minutes, the 
monarch is the first to break it. 'Tis no loi^r 
the same person, his countenance is tranquilizecl^ 
bis words are serene, his voice has acquired urild- 
ness and flexibility. He converses with a Marshal 
of France, salutes a foreign apibassador^ and turn- 
ing towards the miQisfeer who is still red with anger 
and vexation, talks to him of indi^rent matters 
with a condescension, a mildness, an amenity^ 
which excites the utmost astonishment in every 
body. This astonishment u raised to its utmost 
height, when a( the breaking up of the assembly 
he once more addresses him saying:---*' Count, yoii 
will hasten the business/''-— The minister rehires 
penetrated with the deepest regret j he ventures 
however not to execute the cruel orders he has 
received, ^nd the monarch never mentions the af« 
fair to him again. 

Here every one ijnust be tempted to pause and 
ask. how these strange, these cruel, and contempti- 
ble inconsisteucies, are to be accounted for?— ^No- 
thing is more easy. The genius of a man has its 
limits. Buonaparte has undoubtedly talents, but 
they are both physically and morally too confined 
for the immensity of that career which lie sought 
to run. The herd existed only by portions* in every 
affair wherein he engaged, and his head was bU 
ways incnmbered by the multiplicity of his con* 
cerni. The result was, that what he did and said 
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at tbc moment, by a mechanical impulse^ was de- 
stroyed afterwards by refletlion. Not having lei- 
sure to reason, bis passions for the most part finish- 
*ed by rnnntng away with him. 

It is rare that some strokes in youth do not de- 
velope what may be. expected in fatore of the man.. 
The public concern themselves little with enqnir- 
ing into the early years of one who never becomes 
celebrated ; but the case h far otherwise with Bao* 
fiaparte ; he is unfortunately so celebrated that the 
Kvorld would be glad to trace the progress of bis 
life from his very cradle. Some sallies of his yonth 
are known to me ; what I can give, are indeed but 
words, such words howevA» paint the man more 
atrongly than great events. 

One chy somebody was making a warm panegy- 
tic npoh the Visconnt deTurenne, when the yonng 
Corsican teas present. A lady in company ob<^ 
served, ^^ Yes, be was a great man, bat I should 
admire him more if he had not burned the Pala<» 
tinater-r" What did that signify,'* answered 
Buonaparte eagerly, ^^ if it was necessary to his 
glory."— What a reply ! how truly did it give 
promise of ail that we have since seen !— ?He was 
then fourteen years of age. 

It would hot be more absurd to deny the light of 
day, than to refuse this celebrated man every sort of 
merit and of glory. Thus all the wretched non. 
sense vociferated against him with so much eager- 
ness since his exile, has fallen into the contempt it 
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meritcd.FrDm his earliest years bis ideas were always 
soarings bat not within the sphere of haHianity« 
ntkd almost always beyond the bounds which the 
most ambitioiis man commonly prescribes Xo him- 
self. His uncle more than once fonnd him with 
a life of Cromwell in his hand. One day he asked 
him what he thopght of that nsnrper. ^^ Crom«» 
well^" he answeredi '^ is a fine work, but is incom* 
plete/'*-*-Th€ allele who thought the nephew spoke 
of the. book} itsked what fault he had to find with 
the author. ^* It is sot^f the book. I speak,'' an- 
swered Buonaparte hastilyi '* it is of the .man.*' 
Not more than four years ago. Cardinal Fescfa re- 
minded Urn. of this anecdote. 

M. Dopuis, who was jt that time at the head 
of a my merans sdiodU being one day in company 
9t Mairseilles where also was Bnonap^rte, the con-? 
Yitosatioq turned upou the misfortunes which envi* 
ion the : croitru jn. all times of revolution. -«-*' Do 
ynt know why kings are to be pitied?** said Buo« 
naparteon &.sudden--^^' You will perhaps tell us,*] 
aniwered M. Dupuis, aatoniehed at the young 
acholai's forwardness. — *^ Yes^" said ^nonaparte, 
and I wiU ventaie to assert that it is more difficalt 
to conduct your school than the first kingdom in 
the world.' The reaSson is that your pupils do not 
heltrng to yott, and 4bat a king who would be really 
a king, is always the olaster of his people.'' Every 
one be^fui instantly to exclaim against the sophism. 
^* TaJk as mtaoh as yoft pkase/' answered the 
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young scholar, bat if I were king I would prove the 
truth of what I advance !"-r-Fpr fifteen years he 
has iqdeed proved to us that it^^^^as not altogether 
a sophism. 

I have read in a modern work upon England^ 
that the Protector w(as placed at the. helm of 
afl&irs by a regular gradation, withont any pre* 
meditated design of his own. The same cannot 
be said of Quonaparte ; scarcely had he entered 
opon the scene of the world, than already his head 
was at work on some part of the great projects 
which he afterwards carried into execi^tion. I 
shall only cite in support of this assertion the 
celebrated reply which he made to the unfortunate 
VandajDfme. Some days after that oq which be 
^red upon the Parisians, Vandamme said to him ; 
^^ What have yop done } — well perhaps for the 
ipoment, but 1 know not whether yon |nay not 
one day have caus^ to repent it/' — *^ You cannot 
see then/' said Buonaparte, ^^ that it u my seal 
which 1 pot upon Prance/* This answer was in 
truth the seal of his ambition* 

Nothii^ ca» justify the Directory, unless it 
can be proved that the destinies of States are irre* 
vocahly written above, and that no human power 
can change their course,— this alone could justify 
the Directory for not having seen in Buonaparte 
a warriqr who was determined to be celebrated* no 
matter at what price, among what people, or in 
what cttmate. His project for the war in Egypt 
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was sufficient fu have cleared the mUt from the 
eyes of the most short-sighted Sratesroao ; — ^but it 
was decreed that Vjc should impose upon power 
itself. General Perignon, nevertheless, long ago 
penetrated hi^ designs. It may be recollected that 
in presenting him to the Directory he said to 
them ; ""^ I present to you a young officer whom 1 
•* request you to prcmiote ; if }'on neglect him, I 
^ know the man, he will be sure to advance him* 
•* self;* . 

Nwhing conid have been worse planned than 
the snare into which the Directory fell. It is 
sufficient that it be submitted to the judgment of 
the reader for this to be self-evident* After the 
first career of victory run by Buonaparte in Italy, 
Europe, although terribly convulsed, no longer 
offered to his ambition the immense field of action 
for which his bosom burned. What does he do f— 
hi* waiKlcring eyes are cast upon a new world. 
To him the burning sands of Zara, the vast deserts 
©f Africa have no terror ; who knows where he 
himself had4aid the boundaries of his careen In 
vain did Desaix write to him, ** The project is 
good if it be practicable,'' he conld bear nothing, 
he bad formed mighty designs, and was determined 
ibat they should be executed. Unfortunately he 
fonnd a government but too much of his own 
dis)M)»ition. 

Bow coal4 this government indeed nefuse to 
subscribe to a project so splendid, so fair appearing 
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The author of it had convinoed them that as soon 

as the French Standards shmtU be seen waving 

over the pyramids, over the mioarets of £gypt« 

the English with their colonies, their fnanafactnre!! 

and their trade, woald be immediately aimihilated, 

** Yes, Directors/' said he, *' no sooner shall 1 

be master of Egypt, and the solitudes of Palestine, 

than England will give yon a vessel of the first 

Tate, for a sack of corn/'-r-*^ It is only," another 

time he wrote to the members ©f the Directory, 

*' it is only under a government so wise^ so great 

BS yoiirs, that a simple soldier like me xould 

conceive the project of carrying the war into 

Egypt/' Who would not have been caught by 

flattery so well-direcled?— Who does not know 

the fable of the fox and the laven. Be this as it 

may, Hie plan was vast and magnificent ; would 

to heaven that it had been wiser, better reasoned, 

and above all, capable of being executed ; but 

this did not enter into the calcnlalions of our 

worthy Directors. Thus did a Corsican obtain 

from them in an instant forty thousand of o«r 

bravest troops, artists, men of science, and a fine 

fleet to carry them all to the banks' pf a river, 

whose inhabitants had no qaarrel whatever with us* 

The result of the expedition is known to tiie 

whole world ; it is known that there perished all 

the elect of that array which were the first con- 

>querors of Italy. It tlie ashes of the unfortunate 

imeher cqu^d revive, what secret details * would 
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they not give qs on thia point This anfortunate 
man had at first but slight aitflfveions of Buona- 
parte's ohertshing an unbonndedl ambition ; not till 
after the rvrolt at Cairo^ was his mind faliy im- 
pressed with the convietion that he sought only 
his own aggrandizement. 

The general»in-chief was enraged at the le^ 
volt of the capital of £gypt| and partioolarly 
at the energy shewn by the inhabitants, who^ 
althongh totally defeated, had still menaces in ijamx 
mouths, 9Xkd hatred in their hearts. In a moment 
of ill-homonr he was hear^to say : 'Vlt is over^ 
. never yn\l an European give them laws for any 
time ; I wish I were two thoueand leagues off/^ 
This exclamation, where 8elf*?intereat so palpaUy 
burst forth, sufficed to confirm Kleber in the 
suspicion which he had begun to entertain^, that 
Buonaparte's object in the Egyptian expedition 
was not the prosperity of France' hot his own inde* 
pendence, and he could not forbear saying to his 
intimates : ^ It would be a cnrioos spectaclB in^ 
deed, to 9ee eighteen hundred years a^r Christf 
a Kttle citizen of Corsica, King of Egypt and 
Jerudafom/' What would he have said if he had 
li^ed to read at the head of a diploma : ^' Napo^ 
Icon the Great, Emperor of the French, King of 
Italy, t^rotector of the Confederation of the 
Rhine, Mediator of the Swiss Confedwation, &Cb 
&c. &c.*' 

Kleber had perceived for some time in Iho 
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coontaiunice of the general-in^hief the vftriotis 
aentimeiits with which his mind was agitated i 
Our aflairs ia that part of the woiid were then 
almost desperate; even French bravery oould no 
longer resist the numerous and always increasing 
force of the Mussulmans. Hleber thought it 
right therefore to sound the gentral-iBK^hief upon 
his designs^ and upon the fate to be expected by 
the remains of the army ^' I am ignorant/' 'said 
he one day, ^^ what projects you meditate, but 
you are not calm as usual ; I would not seek to 
penetrate yora* secrete ; I must^ however, flatter 
myself that you will not abandon the remains of 
an army which you alone have brought hither.**— 
'^ One wonld suppose according to what you say,** 
replied Buonaparte, ^ that I was the sole author 
of this expedition ; you do more^ you seem to lay 
to my charge the misfortunes which have befallen 
our army.**—** I know you too well not to believe 
you the author of the project/* replied Rleber^ 
^* and I am too sincere not to avow my opinion. 
As to accusing you alone, I shall never forget 
that the Directory ought not with so much facility 
to have iumished yon with the means of car» 
Tying it into execution.*' The gerieral-in-chief 
quitted him purple with anger. This scene passed 
at Kleber*s house. 

. A very remarkable circumstance relating to 
the Egyptian expedition is, that two-thirds of 
Europe have always believed it a project conceived 
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by the Directory for removing the conqueror of 
Italy out of their way. If this had been the fact, 
the government would have merited the heaviest 
punishment. To have given up forty thousand 
men to almost certain slaughter for the sake of 
destroying one of whom they were afraid, would 
have been of all ftolitical crimes ever committed, 
the most atrocious. It was crime sufficient to 
permit their marching on such an errand, without 
any premeditated design, 

A reflection very simple, but very striking, 
connects itself naturally with my subject. It is 
that the renowned Christopher Columbus could 
never obtain from his master more than two 
wretched vessels to conquer for him a new world ; 
while a private individual of a very small island, 
easily obtained from another government forty 
thousand men of the best troops in the universe, 
with a numerous fl^et, to go and aciq^uire the 
hatred of a number of people among whom there 
were neither new provinces lo be discovered nor 
treasures to be obtained. Assuredly in the fif^ 
teenth century, rulers were less prodigal thjin at 
present of the lives of their subjects, and the 
wealth of their states: but other times, other 
manners. 

Before I take my leave of Egypt, I cannot 
forbear rneqtioning an anecdote of Buonaparte, 
the reason of which I have always in vain endea- 
voured to solve to myself. It is indeed of a most 
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Striking and siDgnlar nature* We were at the 
distance of two leagues from Kaminieh; the ge* 
neral with his etat*major were ou their route, 
followed by aboat fifty gttides on horseback. 
When arrived at a certain spot^ he ordered the 
party to halt ; they were all fatigued^ and eodea* 
voured to repose themselves in the shade, as ranch 
as the natnre of the place would permit* The 
general alone walked about with a thooghtfnl air. 
In three minutes we lost sight of him^ he was 
concealed from us by a little mount. On a sud- 
den I heard htm call me by my name, probably 
becanse I was the nearest to him. I immediately 
ran towards him, followed by two other persoo«» 
the one by name Talbot^ a private iof the guides, 
the other Reguillot, second trumpjcteir of the saiiie 
corps ; both are still alive» and one now resides at 
Paris. When we came to the general, he asked 
whether I had any money ? on my answering in 
the affirmative, he bade me follow him : 1 followed 
accordingly, as did also the two guides. A few 
paces beyond the little eminence were three or 
four small cottages, into one of which Buonaparte 
entered. We. found there a woman very ill, lying 
upon a sort of mat spread on a heap. of leaves, 
which made a great ^rustling as she moved ; over 
her was thrown a piece of cotton cloth extremely 
white and clean. Every thing in the.cotti^ 
bespoke extreme poverty, but the most perfect 
neatness was every where displayed. Close by the 
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sick womao'-s bed stcK)d a girl who appeared about 
sixteen years of age: although brown, she was 
perfectly handsome. She did not evince the least 
astanishmcnty but contemplated the general frooi 
head to foot. He then asked me whether 1 under-* 
stood any thing of her paim$; I was going to 
answer in the negative, when Regoillot addressed 
the gid in her own language^ telling her that it 
was the generaUin<>chief whom she saw. At these 
words she smiled, and kissed his arm between the 
hand and the elbow ; she wa^ about to repeat the 
action, but the general would not permit her, 
and ordered Regoillot to put several questions to 
her relative to the sick woman and herself. We 
learnt that they were mother and daughter; that 
the mother had fallen sick from chagrin at her 
only son*s following the army of E>jezzar Pacha ; 
that the girl was in despair at being no longer 
able to procure her mother the assistance of which 
she stood in need , totally destiute of means as 
she was« During the conyersation tears streamed 
down the poor creature's cheek, on which the 
general took her in his arms and kissed her on 
the forehead, in the most impressive manner. I 
was extremely surprrzed, for I had never wit-^ 
nessed any thing like it from4iim. He then asked 
for my purse, which I gave him, it contained a 
hundred and twenty-seven franeS; French money. 
After just looking in, without counting the money, 
he made the whole a present to the girl^ who 
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opened it imjnedi^tety without ceremony. At 
sight of the gold which it contained, she altered 
a scream of tfftnsport, let fall the porse^ and 
threw herself bpon the generars neck, kissing him 
eagerly. It seemed to jne as if I saw the youi)g 
Paul upon the neck of M; de Labonrdonn^e-^. 
I am wholly at a loss however to conceive what 
was passing at that moment in the soul of 
Buonaparte. He looked at us, then breaking away 
from the young woman^ repelled her so hastily, 
that she fi^l at the feet of her mother ; this the 
latter seeing, uttered a violent scream* The gene^ 
ral immediately quitted the cottage, leaving the 
girl extended as she had fallen,^ while her coau'* 
tenance bore an expression of the utmost astonish- 
ment. I refer it to the reader hiniself to form 
his own conjectures, upon a fact, the parallel to 
which is, perhaps^ scarcely to be found in the his- 
tory of the human heart. 

Some days before Buonaparte quitted Egypt on 
Lis return to France, he perceived that he had 
lost some papers. This occasioned him mortal un- 
easiness : no one knew of the loss, and he dared 
not unbosom himself upon the subject to any person 
whatsoever. General Desaix said to him at break. 
fast, ** In truth, General, there is a sadness in your 
appearance to -day, enough to f feeze every body 

* See the beautifal tale of Paul et Virginh, by M, dt St. 
Pierre. 

■ - c ' 



iJbout ybti.**— ** What woaTd yttn bare, my Offend,'* 
kns Welded Buotiirparte ibidtai^ftiliy, ^' I am not inadb 
TO be liappy. For ifteeh 'ra'ohttis ^ have been 
xm the rack; to-^day I iunoti baiiiiDg coals* Dost 
tlida kiio^ that Aiey ^i^ hi ptesesMon of my secrets ? 
Dost thoalnow ItT' Ihisaix cotiid not recover 
¥roiGh Ids astoiiishment at whkttte heard } ati astonish- 
Iftebt which wto not alittlb increased by the ^nerars 
Vdrds beirig perfectly incom^refaensfble to him. 
Thecdse was otherwise When he afterwards heard 
Ihihi say, ^^ But no ; tho^e people have nbt common 
*aense : would they have riches andliononrs? wellt 
^hey shall be overwhelmed WHh them. — Let thefti 
Tiilt 'give me back my treasure, they shafll bfe over-^ 
*^i^helmed with 'thefai. I shadl halve— yes» I shall 
^iikve triyhandln^the mine." 

I was extfeinely surprijeed at such a mdno- 
logubt ahd know not how the scene might have 
ended^ if the Generals Murat and Belliard had 
not come in at the moment. General Desaix, 
who Wais impressed with the strongest desire to 
kiddw'ihe meaning of what he had heard, came 
*ih the e vetoing to seek informdtioti ilpon the sub- 
ject from 'the, and was not a little mortified and 
disappoiuteid iat finding me no better informed than 
'hiihself. 

Although I 'never ktiew exactly the contents 
of these mysterious papers, chance, at length, threw 
a faint gleam of light upon the chaos, after the 
following manner. Some days before our return 
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to Pacts, BuODnp^rte qrder^jd m^ tp take jp^ ftopd 
a chert every thiifg rels^iug to Aj^ jijege qf Sf • 
Jeaii-4*Acre. Ijt was an enormpp^ rol^ } I Ifuid it 
up^n his 4esk. lip begftn to ^Qdp it hiiftsiel^ 
M^hea on ^ jBUjddfcn ^ ^us^U f.oU pf p^pfsrs abput 
a fctpt in }ej(igth, and abopt ,tl^ ^ic]kne$f of mj 
arm fell out ; it was inclosed in a sheet of very 
light coloured p^per. 7%e mqipe^ he.saw it^ 
he uttjored a cry whjich %lt;apst tprjfed /^ ]^j&§d|i^ 
W^ fi&'ibi» heads of two yaJ,ets wlu> were. present* 
flis .exQption was so great t^at in ^ ngikuite 9JQ^ 
the blood gu§he4 froiin his nofe.; he then hel^^ 
the rpll in his hand. When tiie blood waa stopped; 
heopdhed the roll^ and such wap hi^ ioy at haying 
fpujad the papers^ that ^e .w^^ gw^tyj^ ft j^oasai^ 
,acts of folly, iipr^uld he forh^iar saying, '* Wbi^t 
chagtia woqld hare been spared xae, if^ iwhea J. 
was at Cairo, I h^d but conceived the idef di^i^f^tfit 
ing this checrtv I sl^ould have thqogljit fi &9gfif 
a trifling ^acp&ce to have arrived at the davjelopQ^ 
ment of a mystery which appeared of sp much ioi- 
portance; but this was a satisfi^ction constantly 
ileaied me, though inoire thfoa once I epdeavoui^d 
to obtain it at the most serious risks. 

The £rst steps takeiP by Quo^apa^e^ iu VxM<^9 
after his retiirn from J^pt^ w:ere Sttaippe^ «with 
'the utmost bfifmbast nq^ boa^tiqg .with .aregard to 
himself, and no le^.witfb th^t^ppnttrnpt whic^ ^^e 
•^mneh accustdmsd' hiffi^^f ;to.i|bewto^4ird&.tl(« 
aiestof asMikind. Saaw4a^1Mf»i;«ibi^{Ba^ 

c 2 
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to the coQBcil of fire fanndre d, he was advised to 
present himself there well attended : '* If 1 present 
inyself with troops/* he said, ** it will he only to 
please my friends ; for, in troth, I hare the greatest 
inclination to appear as Louis XIV formirly did 
before the parliament, in boots with a whip in my 
hand/' 

Will it be believed that I have heard a man 
sineerely appland this despicable gasconade, with* 
out considering the inaptitude of the comparison. 
Louis XIV truly great, and especially the lawful 
monarch, might be allowed in a moment of ill* 
Jinmour to present himself in boots, with a whip 
in his hand ; though this is not one of the strokes 
in hfs life that retl^ts the greatest share of honour 
upon him. But that a simple officer, without titles, 
without a mission, a deserter from the post con- 
fided to him, the chief of a party in short, should 
place himself on a paralh 1 with the descendant 
of Henry IV!— indeed it would be difficult to 
tarry boasting and audacity to a higher pitch. 

I think I read here in the hearts of the entha* 
siastS'for the Corsican warrior, severe accusations 
against me, that this last stroke only proves my 
hatred to him^-*my prejudices against him. They 
•re mistaken. I should, perhaps, rejoice more than 
they, conid I cite some strokes in his favour, but 
▼ainly have I sought them in the history of bis 
life. Any thing I have found which, viewed only on 
the superficies, woiaild.serm tc do him^hooour, baa 
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always appeared so connected mth really gnilty 
views, that I have imposed it upon myself as a 
duty to be crilent with regard to them; lo a word« 
if iny reflections are believed to be the fruit of 
resentment, let those who think so prove then) 
wanting in justice.-^-This I defy them to do. I 
am certain that whatever may be their dialecticSi' 
they will never succeed in proving to me that 
the castle of Viocennes has the same destination. 
as the hob-pital for the blind* 

j[s any great penetration necessary to see that 
a man is insatiable, when we witness the answer 
he made to General Marat aome days ^fter hii 
devatfon to the consulate: *'Tbe republic/' said, 
the general, ** conld not do less for ypp/* ** Nor,* 
answered the consul, ** could I 4© less for her/* 
This expression involved a jlouble mieaning; but 
be soon explained t\ke sense be intended by i^ 
when he added^ *^ It yfn% perhaps, right that I 
should make one of the yolnmjes of a collection o£ 
governors ; but France has had too many of thpKB 
ooUeetjions^ }% ^ time that s)ie become herself 
^ain." ' 

The height of power to which Buonaparte woe 
now arrived, had soon an important influence upou 
his natural dispositipp> ^\$ character already well 
disposed that way, assumed an impression of |liugh- 
tiness and authoritativeness, the weight of which 
eypry hody i^bout h^ wpre piade jto feel very sen^ 
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tibVy i not eta^ptmg even the members of his dwt| 

Locien^ born with a higb and independetit 
B^lrit^ taeV^r trould bend to *the capriced of his 
younger brother. Ode day Ivhen the CoHtal had 
^ne soUiethin^i ^ith the eXf^ress intention of 
hhmblinghim, he reproached him with it in a toliQ 
of ionie wlirnith. ** Sir,** said he, " whAtever may 
be the 8npe^idrity yl^hich chaheie, a^ much ^s talents, 
has given you ov^r yolit* connections, it is not 
di^^ to ht coik^tantly ni&kiU^ th^m feel it. I 
dm the tthly 6ne of jroAr fkmity who does not 
l^^hle bdbre yon — I know it well. But this 
ejkfc^tion does me hohOr, and to prove that 1 am 
not formed Mjsubmit to your disddnful manners, 
I quit ^6n ki this moMttit, neVfer to retuiD. Do 
liot fdrgief, ht4Wever, tWat I arti your elder brother, 
aAld % ho ineahs yoih* cdfurtier. B^on ApiVte wis 
aldtost 'tliu6defttrue*k with sncH a safly ; he only 
ifetaA'rkeVl npoto it, Itowe^er ** He sh^U be irtpt 
toWliA'h^ftrtisma/' 

Although kherr ^rsbnal interests odnstrafined 
his famiiy to live upon good terms with him^ none 
df thc/m hsd any affection f6r hiin, his sTster-in- 
U% »the Qifeen of HdTIahd, eicccfp^^- They afU 
ftiaredlhSm; Jerdnfrc Aeveir spoke to him without 
ti^tnblftig. This \fdvtttg man is not, hoWeVer, de- 
yteiVtf ibrdritoftiAn ; 'he eveSi'expresijes hitotelfwith 
HcfbM^s ^d faalttiy. Ife was iieviBrthSel^ss so 



onp daf the ioideDGe tp ^ to him : '^ )f i^ 
majesty of Icings be iiiip)*e8^4 o|f their pcniQtp* 
nances, yc^ m^ very vpll tnvel inf^ff^^^f yp^ 
w|li i^pv$r be di^covefed.V 

I^oM apy Qiw wish iff \r^(fW thg q(iaf»)er ia 
which he a^^|pe8«e4 croyrqe^ h^s, \iffve fp^pw; ^ 
letter to the King of Holland djUe4 ti^P tyrf^p^y* 
f onirt^ of ]^arc)i, ISQ^. 

*^ In pljftcing yon ppop t^t ^broueof ^oUanjj^. 
I had no other end in yiev^ ^t to make yon an as* 
fiistapt in tj^epro^eci^pppf i^y4^gi\fr Wfff^^W 
^y he the title of l^ing with W^dsi } bayje hp* 

npur£4 f 9P> y^^ ^S^ W^F^ ^9 %g^t ^h|it I ^W 
the cefifjcp tp which ^U ypnjr i^ipns ^hcoild hg^ 

relation. 1 Jf ^r#^ npitfmbs^in^ jpg, ,th,at ip cpnteppt, 
of my wp ypp au&r youjr pprt^ to be fiftj^ B^<iCr 
ably fortj^e ffip^\opjif £nglj|sh comoierce; t^t. 
y^QVir jkipgi^pi is * 7,»ri?hoqse fpf ^pglis^ !PWWr 
f^jpte^ ; that your fi\a|j|$«^ are ^^pl^fs jy^eiu 
J^lish iper^rhapd^^^^ l^ ,e^pQ!tf4 to ^alp. If yp» 
do jao^mm^ately repr^y ap ,<)rdc|r,pf tjtiJPgf ><? 
Qpntrfiry to roy ini;e^^ts, J ^hajl be .nMWM^raincid tQ 
for^get ti^at yon .ftre 41^ brflthcsr Rud * Ju;Jg. TCiW?; 
letter beipg for no^other jMWP9?e, I JW*f God,.^*^ 

Let any opp s»y Ijpv^p ^k^jMiicjnonjireb d«h£ 
satisfied with thecopdppt of a simple pacha* ii^<m1#^ 
«^ft^«.hP9fy??j^fe#ifeiS;«nJi»pnlis.; JJms PtX^e is 
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deed thonght his brother, and wearied with a erowrf 
which he had assumed with regret, he took the 
wisest part, that of abdicattng it^ and not ieeing 
his brother any more, Buonapart? was extremely 
affected at his abdication: '''This man,'" said he^ 
** has taken npon him' to justify the opinion of 
Ae public, who consider my brothers as a parcel 
df poor creatures/' ■ * •' * ' 

I have just read in the Gazette of France 
for May th^ twenty-third 1814, an article, which 
obliges me to recur again, to Egypt, in order to 
notice a particular circumstance. This paper gives 
the public the copy of a ietter pretended to be 
W^ritten firom St. Jean-d*AiDre by Sir Sidney Smith, 
to the General iii Chief of the French Army. 
The letter is given as authentic ; I can however 
diBny the fkct, as far as relates to its stile and 
contents; which woiild. be a disgrace to the Eng- 
lish Commodore. The-stile imputed to him is 
alternately that of a hero of the Garonne, and 
Of n petty village preacher; full of ' miserable 
iltonyi^of mean allusions', of paltry recollections 
given from one end to the other in a prophetic 
totie. Certainly the Commodore had too much 
honour^ too much good sense not' to observe all 
the rules o# dectai nm in wiping to a warrioj whose 
first niilitiary' efforts occupied all the trumpets of 

•'i It is vcty trute thit Sir Sidney Smith did ad- 
dMtes 4n epvstie'td Bdonaparte, while the latter was 
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before St Jean-d*AcTe. I have liad more than 
one opportunity of running it over, and as no one 
can be injured by the publication of it, I sihall give 
it here word for word. 

" General, 

** I have known for ^orae time of the disposi* 
tions made by yoii with a view to raising the 
siege; the precaution of sending away your 
wonnded, and of not leaving any one behind yon, 
merits a high enlogium. This last word ought not 
to come from my month— from mine who have no 
reason to love you, not to say worse ; but circum* 
stances lead me to wish that you would reflect 
hpon the instability of all human things. ' In effect 
conld it have appeared credible that a poor pri- 
soner from the dungeons of the Temple,-^that an 
unfortunate being for whom you refused to interest 
yourself in the slightest degree, when you could 
have rendered him a signal service, since you were 
then all powerful — conld it have appeared, credible, 
I say,' that such a man should become your anta- 
gonist, and force you to raise the siege of a mise- 
rable town amid the sand^ of SyriA. These are 
events whtch you must acknowledge surpass all 
hu.man calculation.- Take my- advice. General, 
assume more moderate sentiments, and yon will 
not thirik him an enemy who tells yon that Asia is 
not atbeatre made for your glory. This letter is a 
Kttle stroke of vengeance which I allow myself. I 
pluteyou, &c*'' 
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I leave it now to those who liave a|i opjierUun^ 
of seeing the two letters to compare f^id ]ia4^ ihm 
^iflferent stile of them. They will at the saoie time 
leewhat degree of confidence is to be given Co 
inany writings which the pobtic papers take opoo 
themselves to pat into circuUtion* 

With respect to military genius, I should b^ 
almost tempted to keep silence on a man who in 
fifty pitched battles has always contrived to range 
victory on his side.^ But since Buonaparte's martial 
exploits will always be the part of bis cbaraoter 
which affords the most ample subject of renaai k^ I 
shall venture here to sajgge3t what I consider as 
the true solution of his unparalleled successes. It 
will perhaps appear astonishing that $ince the afi^air 
of Marengo, in which I accompanied him» nothings 
uOy absolutely nothing/ has surprised me in all his 
mo^ splendid victories, I analysed his tactics, till 
I was convinced that he ought almost always to 
have the advantage. Of this the readej' may easily 
convince himself by attending to what follows. 

To suppose Napoleon Buonaparte the &nt 
Captain in the world w^ld be no less absqrd tbaii 
to deny him every sort of military gen^ius. At 
all timeb the French were a brave people.; ia tbi9 
the whole universe is ai^reod* but never w^s tj^ir 
bra.very so celebrated as under the orders of J^aj^ 
leon. As a man of address, but with a vjewto ||i^ 
own private interests alone, he knew how ^pavjal^ 
himself 9f4be comn^otions jaxcitc^ \^ c^t^ry-iniipd 
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by ear, jpolitiwl trclibl^s. The Tsstncss of his clft>* 
fiigiifi, the Ibstre of his triumphs, and th^ idea thtt 
Im codld conxniand viGtory, all contributed to en« 
er^ase the national . courage. Surrounded by the 
pomp of a glory moie brilliant than solid^ his 
prtsea<e ixlade an impression upon the army, 
which Was always decisive for the issne of the 
hattle^ Under hU eyes whole squares of French 
Inftotry parsed without trembling ever other 
squares wUoh had been cannt>na(Ied in their ranks. 
ScMtered osenibers, the trunks from which they 
were separated, the corpse of a brother, a friend, a 
r^latioii^' the groans of the wounded and the dying, 
nothing could stop these masses when once pot ra 
aaoiioow insensible to danger they nmrehed on 
tcfoUy to deaths without rtfkctmg that toch tor« 
relits of blood flowed for lone man lalone^ who^ 
^Kvfaen the bast tie was over^ took not any interest m 
their fd(te. 

. I shall instanee one fact of whicfti I was my* 
psdf a wiCilcass, and which will prove that be was 
somdlii0is etmi ibbutoan towards the soldiers : ati 
itiftuitianity sottvuch the more culpable, ^ince m this 
jn^tanee, at l^t, it could only proceed from pure 
harshness and severity of disposition, withon^ any 
lihiirg iiisX cmilA give ^lour oi* ^afnc^ion to «nch 
flings. In the middle ^f ^hmaty 1811, one day 
when the'^ii^tii^tvas deplorably severe, when the 
ivihd,'tlie ieold, the smuw lind %he rain, were enough 
|toi«ut tiMeu)»fGmanMe«rav(dl«r topieeds^ the £mpe^ 
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ror, in a good carriage with the glasses up, was 
travelling from Rambonillet to Paris. By the way- 
he met two unfortunate battalions of light infantry, 
overpowered with fatigue and cold. Will it be 
believed that some malevolent genius put it into 
his bead to order these regiments to halt, when he 
made them mauoeavre before him for a fnll long 
hour. This be called inuring them to fisitigue. I 
am confident that two hundred at lea^t died in 
consequence of the frolic. This anecdote will 
suffice to convince every one that if son^times the 
soldiery were the objects of his especial care, it 
was according to the place, the time, and the occa* 
sion he had for them. 

One art he pof^sessed perfectly, which was that 
of being exactly what he ought to be on the day of 
battle. He was then easy of access to every of- 
officer ; whoever accosted him was sure of being 
well received. Did he pass in front of any rank, 
he smiled graciously upon the warriors ; and the 
effect of a smilct of an affable word, of a gesture 
of encouragement, upon a body of men who have 
i^ot all of them sufficient penetration to know the 
exact value of words and things, is at such a time^ 
indescribable. 

I must here cite an instance of what a word 
well placed, may do in the time of battle. At 
the affair of Friedland, General Rapp perceiving a 
regiment whicli had been thrown into disorder by 
the fire of a numerous artillery^ rushed into th« 
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midst of the fugitives, exclaiming : ** Who art 
you ?" A voice answered : " The seventy-first 
reginaent.'^— '« What," said the Geneial, •* the 
seventy-first regiment, and you give way a single 
step!'' — At these words they all stopped, the 
ranks y were formed again in an instant, they 
marched upon the guns by which they had been 
assailed, and in a few moments had possession of 
them. 

Nor let the great words of honour and the 
country . be forgotten, — precious words with 
which a great deal of evil is sometimes done, as 
well as much good. They are words which the 
French officers, without contradiction, of all men 
in the world know best how to make the most ef- 
fectual use. Add to all the hope of distinctions* 

The institution of the legion of honour^, was 
perhaps one of the happiest stimulants which Buo* 
naparte could have devised to apply to French va- 
lour. Of this he was himself well persuaded, 
since he said one day to Lac^pdde : *^ You know 
not, Sir, how much I am indebted to the Legion 
of Honour. When you mak&put a brevet for it, 
you may say with perfect certainty ; It is an order 
far $ome splendid action that I e^cdtVe.— This 
honorable distinction cherished a noble emulation 
among the warriors to such a degree, that in a 
report made to General Grertier, wpcwi an officer 
who had behaved with extraordiaary intrepidity, 
the following play on words was inserted: This 
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officer would put himself on a cross to obtain the 
a^oss. 

The hope of advancement which might be 
entertained by every individual among the military^ 
may also be enninerated as one of the reasons 
which contributed to his extraordinary successes. 
In the midst of continual wars, and in ft nation 
'which the ambition of a prince had rendered all 
warriors, nothing was more rapid than their ad- 
vancement. A body of officers which, complete 
in the morning, by the evening was reduced one 
lialf, offered promotions in abundance, and the 
vacancies were always Jiited up by those who had 
distinguished themselves the most. A still stronger 
circumstance,^ and one to which I am astonished 
that more attention has not been paid by our 
politicians, is that his mode of recruiting without 
having any regard to physical considerations, and 
in opposition to all the laws of nature, created 
among the French military a necessity of con- 
fronting the greatest dangers. 

The conscription it is well known Involved 
alike all young men who had attained the age of 
eighteen. At that age their future fate was not 
yet determined rhe who was destined to the bar 
had not commenced his studies, the artist had 
•^not corftmenced his career, the mechanic had 
not gone through his -apprenticeship ; the parents 
t«f these ditfefent persons, feirfulof 4O0n ios-* 
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tng tlieir dmr cbilli^H hiul even neglected their 
edttcatkHi. 

. Behold them then M^diers. Those who be* 
gsn to grctw into years in the service, nid wfthin 
themselves r-^'* I am not ridi^ 1 have no profes* 
%i6ni at foot and twenty, or at thhiry years of 
'dge, I cannot commence an apprenticeship, I mnst 
norf hfecessltyeonttnue the trade of arms, ftnd I mnst 
"cKsftingiiisli myself that I may be promoted.*'-^ 
Thence that astonishing nnmber of brilliant ac- 
tions of whidi no nation in the world can afford 
littdh mnltiplied examples. Who would believe, at 
the first glance that the despair c(f seeing any end 
^o ^heir military career conld prodace distinguished 
^tiohs :t— actions of such brilliance ^ have f re* 
^qnently Contributed in no slight degree to gaining 
the battles which have had the most important 
results. 

In support of this assertion, let<me dte a fact 
of which I wi«s myself a witness at the battle of 
Wagram, an honr before the termination of that 
terrible and memorable affair. Five battalions of 
']Prenchinfantiy received orders* to form themselves 
in close columns^ and seisse a position which the 
"German cavalry had jast abandoned. The move- 
mpent was instantly execnted, but mnhappily a 
mistake was made in taking a dire<}tion to the 
right, instead of passing a rivulet to the left, 6n 
E britlge which had been thrown np by 'General 
'JBertran^s orders tiear a lime«<kiln, so tfaatillis 
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mass of in&ntry was enclosed by the windings of 
the stream within so small a space, that there was 
not room for more than a single battalicm to de* 
velope itself at once. This fault was immediately 
perceived by the enemy, who brought np six pieces 
of artillery to fire upon them. All had been over 
with the five battalions, had not a young ofl^er of 
hu|ssars, whom I knew perfectly well, ^od ,who was 
.manoeuvring with sixty men on the other side of 
the rivulet^ fallen on a. sudden upon the six pieces 
of artillery, and put the cannoneers to the sword 
before they had time to fire a single balK This 
.charge was so much the more remarkable^ since a 
man must absolutely have lost his senses to think 
of it, as the party must pass under the fire of three 
> compaiiies of the enemy who were charged with 
supporting the battery. 

Nineteen men of the hussars fell victims 

jto this: extraordinary act of bravery, and the 

' officer received two balls which broke his kft 

elbow and wrist The five battalions, whodnring 

•this transaction had time to disengage themselves^ 

.now took possession of thf ground to which they 

were ordered, and thus was the victory decided in 

that parf of the field. Some time aftqr my retn^i 

^ to Paris, -J went to see .my fyoung ofllicer, and 

o found him, decorated with the legion^, honour. 

I was' not .surprised : to see it, but I observe^ that 

, h^ w,as deQcient of hi? left arm. . I did not know 

. that hf r was * wani^ before he had engaged |Pi ^^ 
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Service ; of this he now informed me, presenting 
to ine his wife and a finbboy of three years old. 
In the midst of onr Conversation I comjilimented 
him highly on the intrepidity he had shewn at 
Wagram. He stopped me: ** My friend,** said 
he, *' do not mention that as doing me ho- 
nour, it was an act of desperation. Fatiguea 
with massacres^ harassed with wars of which I 
could 3ee no probable termination, dwelling on 
the recollection of my wife and child, iall ' rny 
ideas were dark and gloomy, I wished for death. 
You were witness to the means by which I sought 
it; but fortnne served me beyond' my wishes ; the 
affair only .cost me an arm.' What does that sig- 
nify ; I am rich, I am restored to my wife and child* 
and can clasp them every day to my bosom \\nth 
Diy remaining arm." ' * * \ 

If these several causes be well considered, Do- 
thing will appear less astonishing thdn the conti- 
nned successes of Napoleon. Add to these- an 
immense population, the whole youth of which 
was his patrimony. Absolute master of three hun- 
dred thousand young men every year ; the faithless 
depositary of the treasures of the richest empire in 
the world ; an imperioos despot, to whom no so- 
vereign court had the courtige to refuse the fortunes 
of individuals which, for fifteen years, were flowinp^ 
daily into'^his cofters; — what was not to be ex 
pected from such a iiian, when the'genius of evil 
led him to the 6el(¥ of battle. . 

D 



^4 tVftftr •! 1HS 

I etimot bat flatter myself, that mhm thaaa 
irarious causes which contriboted to the Tictories of 
Napoleon are made manifest with all the trath 
possible, no doobt will lematn on the public auod, 
but that the most ordinary warrior mij^t with the 
same meaps ha?e done the same. The most asto* 
niihing part of his career, that for whidi his parti- 
saqs may fairly gire him no small credit, is his 
having been aUe to get such an ascindancy over 
the nnmeroas provinces of his vast empire, that they 
would refuse him nothing. 

If still there remain any enthusiasts in hie 
eclipsed glory, who would deny that the immen- 
sity of his means ¥ras the sole cause erf* his giaat 
exploits, one resource still remains for convinqng 
them $— one which is above the reach of refutation. 
This is the tactics he had created to himself; 
—-horrible, pitiless, and ferocious tactics, such 
as no oth^r commander would have dared to em- 
ploy among a civilized people. No, never did 
warrior so coldly send millions of soldiers to 
slaughter. Buonaparte attacked the danger in 
front ; over fallen battalions he made other batta- 
lions march which in their torn fell ; new com- 
batants followed them, till at length the victory, 
which their chief was resolved to obtain at any 
price, was found oq the summit of mountains of 
dead bodies. Buonaparte would havd made no 
hesitation in sacrificing a whole arnfy to obtain a 
victory, had he been sure of another aj:my to 
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supply its' place. 1 appeal for the truth of th?s 
assertion to those brave men who escaped the car** 
nage at Prassian-Eylan. I do liot believe it pes'* 
sible for a more heart-rending picture to be offerecl' 
to the'contemplation of any person of sensibility* 
Sucli horrors Are not to be described: eye-wit- 
nesses only can have a just idea of them. 

On the morrow of this day, Buonaparte^ went* 
over the field of battle; the cold was iritensfe. 
Some of the wounded who yet breathed, the muU. 
tititode of corpses, and the dark cavities which the 
blood of these unfortunate men had hollowed in 
the snow, formed a spectacle, than which a diore 
horrible one can scarcely be conceived. The etat- 
major were sensibly affected with it, the prince 
alone contemplated the scene of blood and mourn- 
ing with perfect coolness. I spurred on my horse 
some paces before him, I was curious to observe 
hira at such a moment. Any one must then have 
pronounced him devoid of all human affections; 
must have pronounced that he considered every 
thing around, existing but for him alone. He 
talked over the manoeuvres of the preceding day 
with perfect tranquillity ; in passing before a body 
of slaughtered Russian grenadiers, the horse of one 
of his aicies-de-camp was frightened; the prince 
perceiving it, observed coldly : '* That horse is a 
coward.'^ To terminate the picture, I will only 
remark that the word humanity was, to him, one 
wholly devoid of meaning, and that it was to thii 

D ft 
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culpable insensibility he owed th« . barbarotis 
tactics which have occasioned us slaughters in- 
numerable, and have crowned us with immortal 
laurels. 

If Napoleon Bnonaparte owed a part of his 
victories to the little value which he placed on the 
blood of his men, to that also he owed the in- 
fluenct which he exercised for fifteen years over 
the several powers of Europe. Many princes, |oo 
weak to resist him, and struck with the lustre oi 
his conquests, sought 'his protection to save their 
states, or to recover them after they were lost. 
Fear, more than policy, was the cradle in which 
was nursed the Confederation of the Rhine, To 
Buonaparte was it reserveii to prove untrue the 
commonly received assertion that the throne was 
at all times a seat on which every man burned with 
desire to be placed. It was with trembling hands 
that many of the German' princes bound round 
their brows the bandage of royalty. 

.'Nor was the influence of his martial exploits^ron- 
fined to foreigners, it extended equally over all 
France. Generals .and ministers, magistrates and 
subjects, dazzled with his ephemeral glory accus- 
tomed, themselves insensibly to consider liim as 
their master. The catastrophe we have just wit^ 
nessed is the most complete proof that his colossal 
greatnqss must tiecessarily vanish with his military 
reverses. ,Frpm the momenl.tHat he.cehsed to be 
victorioys h? .w^s lowered in the public opinion. 
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If he could have placed any bounds to the career 
which be had marked nut to himself, he wonld have 
been rank**d by posterity auobg the greatest ge- 
niuses that ever existed. 

A plan to this effect was traced out to him by 
a captain in the sixty-fourth regiment. Here fol- 
lows ihe letter, written soon after the battle of Ma- 
rengo ; 

*• Consul, 

■^ What bounds would you now put to your 
glory ? — ^Conqueror of the first powers of Europe, 
what do yon desire more ? — A sceptre ?— Alas it 
would prove the fockou which sooner or later yoa 
would be wrecked ; your reputation is established, 
yoo have only to consolidate your triumphs. Con- 
sul, believe me, 1 am your friend, trust nothing to 
events. One great action alone, sublime and wor* 
thy of thee, will put the seal to thy glory, will 
give peace to Europe, and make thee friends in 
pvery part of the world. Turn thine eyes to- 
wards the lawful heir to the throne, say to him, 
^ Sire, 1 remit into your hands the sceptre of the 

* Bourbons, of which your family was deprived by 
^ ai^ atrocious crime ; I remit it to you in all its 

* splendoi^r. Victory has scared over a part of our 
' wounds, and the wisdom of your reign will accom* 

* plish the rest. Come, contemplate the ranks of an 

* army of brave warriors whom I have for a long 

* time conducted to victory, and who are stiU ready 
^ to die in the service of your Majesty/— y^« 
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Consul^ \{ trae glory have charms for thee, it may 
now be thy patrimony ; a happiness pure and w|th-r 
out alloy maybe thy lot, and I shall have the sweet 
pleasure of eeeing the first man of hb age loaded! 
with wealth and honours.** 

The letter was signed Bost Montbrun, cap* 
tain in the sixty*fourth regiment of the line. 
This good Frenchman, this true friend to Buona- 
parte was killed at the battle of Austerli.t? ; his 
widow is now living at Paris. 

Buonaparte was seated when he.recei ved it. I was 
alone in his chamber, occupied with cutting the 
leaves of a new pamphlet upon th^ money system. 
* Scarcely had he run over the letter, when he rose 
spontaneously, appearing in great emotion. With- 
out attending to me ^e walked hastily up and 
down the room, saying : ** What would this officer 
have of me r«-Let him not think of it. Does he 
suppose me— "yet he is in the right ; yes, in thi^ 
right. — ^Wealth — ;honoars— immortal.** This last 
word he repeated twice over; then stopped before 
a window which was closed, and began playing 
with his fingers upon the glass, always talking to 
himself, but I could not now distinguish whut he 
said, he was too far from me. I^resently he sat 
d6\^n again, and put the letter under a small 
porphyry* lion wl^ich was upon the table. He 
asked me for the pamphlet which I gave him; he 
endeavoured to read it, but soon threw it down 
upon the table ^nd drew nearer to the ^re. A me^ 
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•enger came ip and anYioonced Cambao^r^^ ulio 
immediately appeared, wlien I withdrew, lii a 
few minntes a valet was ordered to call the First 
Consul's carriage ; Cambaceris and he got into i^ 
and I returned into the chamber. My first rare on 
i^tarniiig was to examine whether the letter was 
still nnder xhts lion ; contrary to my expectation 
I found it there. I trembled in every limb, bnt 
had, notwkhstanding, the courage to read it and 
take a copy, not without first using all necessary 
precautions that | might not be surprised in the 
act. 

Iti reflecting on this adventitre I have always been 
firnily persuaded that if at the moment of fiuonn* 
parte's reading the letter^ some eloquent defender 
of the Bourbon causis had been presentj all had 
been concluded; the diadem had been replaced 
on the head of l^nis XVIIL Then had Ka* 
poleon, loaded with wealth, with dignities, with 
honours, taken his rank among the first captain! - 
of the world, and £nrope would not have had to 
mourn the loss of ten millions of men* I am the 
more strongly confirmed in this idea from the First 
Consurs iieyer having taken any steps against the 
writer, be even conferred the cross upon him 
at the camp at Boulogne. 

It will perhaps excite some astonishment that 
Buonapai'te ^oqld be so forgetful, as not to secure 
from the eyes of everyone, a letter of so much 
importance^ I can pardon this astonishment in 
any one who does not know him so well as i 
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do^ I will even say that few princes ever coald 
keep, a secret like him; that he was little com* 
iDuuicative. But these qualities, so important in 
a prince, he possessed only in an eminent degree 
■when he was in possession of himself. Very fre-r 
queutly the events of the day would betray him 
into saying and doing things which disclosed im- 
portant se-crets. Nothing proves this troth more 
strongly than the affair of Baron KoUi, who was 
put to death for having attempted to libers^te the 
Prince of Asturias when he was destined a prfeo- 
ner at Valen9ay. The secret report of this plot 
was fonnd torn in his breeches pocket. One more 
fact^ the. last I shall cite« will suffice in itself to 
prove that it was very possible for any pnp who 
SAW hpi daily, and who did not inspire him witli 
SfUspicioUy to obtain possession of many sec^^ts, 
and to spe n^any wrjtteu docuipents of great im- 
pori^nce* Thp piece which follows remained for 
a long time v^ithin my rpch. 

.Napoleon had for some \iv^g projected t)ie Spar 
xiis}i wac. ^efor^ it was undertaken he resolved 
to G9n§uJt,.bome pf his most abl,e diplomatists 
upon the subject. Ope amQijg theiii warmly op- 
j)os(h1 , a ipe^spr^, ecjually unjust and impolitic. 
Let me have your senf^iments in writing,"— -r 
, ^aiti^ ihe^n>9fj^ch, bufrjetjthem^ lintrci^lb,. be^as 
Q brief ^s^|)ossjlb]e/'f---*^ ,3;U?5 you shall, b§ obeyed \ 
a good caps^.U^ no gcca&ion fflr diflfuse ► a,rgu-r 
n^pts.''. Two daya.' ^ftfCr^ the j&Uawingvpjiefe w^ 
yemittpdj^o fojn\: ; ... ,,:;.,. c.!// :.j . 
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^* Your Majesty has CDmmanded me to deliver 
my sfnthaenU on the projett of) placing a prince 
of your ^use upon the throne of l^)aiii* I shoeld 
think that I dishonoured inyi^elf in the ^yes of the 
universe, and betrayed your niajeMy, if I dkl noti 
as a man who cannot rodke any comptonlifie with 
bis consciet^ce,. or with what he considers as 
his duty, dechire myself very decidedly Against this 
war. 

'^ The Spanidh war is unjust, impolitic, and 
contrary to all laws oiviiie and human. It Is 
unjust because we haive no ground of quarrel with 
$pain> who has always been our mo^t faithful 
ally. It is impolitic because its object isconque&t 
and aggrandisement.. The. powers of the nonh^ 
Sire, have their eyes .opon you', they hope to sep 
you take some false step. Scarcely will yoq have 
entered upon this sanguinary contest^ whed Eng^ 
land will endeavour to rouse Spain from its lethargy,' 
having against you both the justice of its manifes- 
toes^ and the weight of itsgold^ The Spanish wa(c 
i^' impolitic, becatjise it wili;open the Pei)iu5)ila-t6 
the af mies of Great Britaia»" 

^'' Spain, Si^re, is not a cuiuntry . i^Jwaya ppeft* 
It abounds IQ Strong. p9siti9n8i ia defiles; in iHac* 
cessible rocks, Avhicb'a hancKulfOf soldiers canr 
defdnd. Cadi^, tiiis. s^uri^^pPRt, ivheoce England 
^y ill. always Jthraw new* batfalions^ upon the con- 
tiuent at her pfewu#e.~C»diz alonq wo^ld occupy 
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an entire armj. Fear to revive the skmberii^ 
valor of the Spanish nation^— We have hot too 
many examples of what a people can do wbes 
driven to despair, and fighting lor thek homes 
and their king* Onr triomphs do not enjoin us 
to forget that this same nation, which we would 
drive to despair, brought France to the brink of 
distraction on the plains of Pavia. The Spanish 
war is nojust and contrary to all laws, because 
you have no right to snatch from the throne of 
bis ancestors, a prince who never took part with 
the enemies of your Majesty/* 

^^ To yon, Sire, is reserved a task more just, 
more iioble, and more worthy of your majesty. Be* 
tome the disinterested mediator between the son 
Md the father* If Charles the Fourth, fttigued 
with the troubles which weigh down his latter years^ 
would abdtcate.the thrpne in favour of his son, and 
retire into your States, extend to him your protects 
ing hand, prepare for him an asylum worthy of a 
crowned head, show to Europe, that France ia 
the sure refiige c^ kings under misf irtune/' 

^* Your brother is king of Naples, the people 
are already satisfied with his reign, would you tear 
him from them ' Will you present to the world 
an example, single in the pages of history, of a 
king sometimes upon one throne^ sometimes tipon. 
another > Such vacilation must w^keu the dia- 
dem. Finally, your Majesty cannot- dissemble to 
yourself, that iu order to.pla<;e fi prince of your 
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house npon the throne of Spain, yon most secnre 
the whole royal family; Charles the Fonrth, his wife^ 
bis soD^ his brothers^ his uncles, with all their 
most faithfol servants^ mast find in France pri* 
sons and gaolers What then will Spain do^ indig* 
Slant to see her kiqg and her princes in irons ?— 
She will arm from one end of the kingdom to the 
other ; despair and indignation will give her as 
many soldiers as she has inhabitants^ all of whom 
Ton will have to combat. The commotion will soon 
commnnicate itself to the sovereigns of the north* 
^Instructed by misfortunes and fifteen years of de« 
feats, they will adopt a new system of tactics* The 
French, jn short, pressed from the north to the 
iBOuth, will leave yon^ after glorions defeats, the 
regret pf having undertaken an unjust and guilty 
war, useless to the glory of your Majesty, and to 
the happiness of your empire.** 

With this interesting piece, worthy of reflecting 
for ever the highest honour upon the illustrious di^ 
plomatist who had the noble courage to present it 
to the most absolute monarch of his age, I shall 
terminate my survey. I could add a great variety 
of anecdotes, but it does not enter into my plan to 
compromise a number of persons eminent for their 
knowledge and their merits, who were led away 
involuntarily by a momentary error»«— -an error 
perhaps inseparable from the circumstances under 
which they were placed|-— and who might thus 
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run the risk of being deprived of honours and em- 
i)loymcnts. 

Nothing more 'remains than to'trace a 'portrait 
of the fex-feinperof *of the French. No sentiment 
of hatred or interest shall condnct my peri, 1 will 
tajie my colours from the various anecdotes which 
compose this work, and from others which I can- 
not publish. If the hues be dark, if the portrait 
be riot flat'teVrng, let trie not be therefore accused. 
I shall be perhaps of all those who have spoken of 
Buonaparte, the pei'-^on by whom he will be the 
least ill-treated. What alas ! can* bie said of a 
man who toiUcI give oocasion for the following ex^ 
pr^'ssTon' being applied to him. M. B. • • . t, coming 
one day from Paris, was asked how the Emperor 
was. " Very well, very welf/* he replied, ** he is 
fat and jolly, he eats, laurels and drinks blood/* — 
Be this as it may, I have toi-tured myself to soften 
the shades, and find some milder features ; — is 
it niy fault that they are not to be found ? * I 
have in any case the consolation of knowing that 
Napoleon will. not find more apologists among 
posterity than in the present age, if he b^ drawn 
with the peiicTf of truth.' 
p Buonaparte waV at once celebrated and culpa-r 
i l)ie ; he owed his military triumphs less tp his 
I own genius than to Preiich bravery, and to the tor- 
leuts of blood which, at his command, were shed, 
L"An excellent^ commander in victory, he was the 
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l^e c^pie to Paris, leaving behiqd him 'Withont 
pjkty: Of remof $0,. tliousaiidsof hb vnfbrtunTtte fol- 
l9\irei5s a prey to .the most terrible calamities.-^- 
Neve? 'did man .set so little Taliie upon the lives of' 
others. If ever he practised- forbeai^atice towh'irds*- 
those whom he termed guilty^ it^was h*s own per- 
soaal i.Ojtejest which dicta;ted thle pardon he pro-^ 
npunced. He was the slave of JiTd passroTO, or* 
rather he had but one passion, to which all the- 
others were subservient — this was. an amlrilion^ 
unbounded beyond any thing of which the an-* 
nals of the world afford an example ; a rage for 
being celebrated, no matter at what price. To this 
rage were sacrificed the lives of millions of men, 
and at length himself. Power and glory calcined 
his heart; the incense of greatness deprived him 
of the pleasures derived from the mild affections ; 
thus he was never surrounded but by courtiers, — 
never had he a true friend, not even in his own 
family. Imperious by system, no one could pre- 
sume to be in the right in his presence if he would 
have it otherwise. If he had a Court, he owed it 
to the honours of which he was so lavish, the ne- 
cessity which men feel to acquire riches, and to be 
talked of. The people were to him what flocks are 
to the proprietors, he valued them for their bo- 
dies and their fleeces. The word humanity con- 
veyed no meaning to his sonl, it was even impossible^ 
(or 'him to attach a meaning to it, so much hud 
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absolute power tteded his hearts Ib shorts if anjr 
thiog oMld justify this mau^ tmX\j celebhited» ajid 
entitle him on the |iart of the French to the pardon 
which religion demands, it is tiiat he was the work 
of a God in anger, who sent him forth to chastise 
Europe for her secret crimes. 

Let us not be greater royalists than the King, 
more severe than the Deity* If the hand of God 
shall grant him peace and happiness among the 
Tttdcs of Elba, it is that he is not so guilty in hb 
eyes as in ours. 
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No person in the world knew Buonaparte better 
than myself; no person in the world could knpw 
him belter — I will not say unless it were himself, 
for more than once I have guessed what he would 
do, even before he had projected the thing. It is 
I alone who am' authorised to use such expres- 
sions; I should condemn them in any other writer. 
Nevertheless, if their rashness pass the baund^ 
prescribed by pretension itself, it is that. I have so 
deeply and so nn interruptedly studied the person 
whose features I sketch, that I have myself the 
fullest conviction of the truth of what I sav. 

Princes, miniJ^ters, generals, men in place, 
have frequented Buonaparte, have conversed with 
him often in public, sometimes in private. Thes© 
persons may, perhaps, know him better under the 
great relations of political, civil and military in- 
terests : but they have scarcely ever seen the prince 

•F 
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except through the medium of discussions and 
debates upon different affairs of importance : then, 
occupied entirely with the interests, with the busi- 
ness they were discussing, could they give a stu- 
died, a concentrated attention to the study of the 
man. No, such a study, will not admit of any 
thing that distracts the attention ; it can only be 
the task of one who is capable of pursuing it with 
a patience, a tenacity,' which a taste of a verjr 
peculiar kind could alone render practicable. 

Buonaparte was, by character, always either 
more or less occupied internally. The moment 
that he was no longer surrounded by others, he 
fell into soliloqiay, often accompanying iiis words 
with appropriate gestures, the same gesturea being 
almost always used under the same circumstances. 
The application which I made continually of his 
pantomime to the affitirs by which he was then oc- 
cupied, combined with the mute e^iaminations of 
which he was constantly the object, have often 
given me the solution of. matters which would 
otherwise still have remairted problems to me. So 
. perfectly assured was I of the truth of my analysis 
of these gestures and soliloquies, that 1 would have 
wagered my whole fortune upon never being ten 
times out of a hundred mistaken in it. 

Had he just quitted you, were you the object 
by whom he was occupied internally and exter- 
nally—if he had deceived you by false promises, 
or if he believed you his dupe in any way what* 
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ev^r, I instantly guessed it. His step was then 
irregolar, htirried, and eager; he walked about 
the room with his head cast down and looking at 
his hands, which he rnbhed at intervals ; his smile 
was glooniy and fixed^ hi» eyelids winked, the left 
eye was almost totally closed ; he was satisfied with 
himself, and some unconnected phrases mingled 
with this pantomime, put me in full possession of 
the matter. 

Had any one been giving him an opinion upoa 
& subject on which he had desired it, if that opi- 
nioil was in conformity with his interests, or if it 
accorded only with his passions, which was much 
better for those by whom the opinion was given, 
his countenance exhibited a kind of gay care, it 
lightened up, he repeated; " Nothing can be 
more true — ^he is perfectly in the right— he has the 
proper feeling — no objection can be made." — Had 
he been listening to wise representations, although 
given with all the delicacy possible, but in oppo- 
sition to his wishes, and combating his gigantic 
projects ; — or had he learned that such representa- 
tions Iiad been confidentially made to any of his 
ministers, then it was that he was really in a state 
of epilepsy from anger ; all was disorder about 
him, physically as well as morally. The shock of 
the different passions which toitured'him at such 
moments was so teirible that if the thunder had 
fallen at l^is feet it Would acare^iy have roused 

r3 
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him from his convnUious. This was the only 
fixed state in which he ever remained long, yet the 
machine being at length unable to sustain such 
shocks, he became more calm ; then was it truly 
painful to observe him. A concentrated gloom, 
wild and funereal, rei;.ned over bis whole connte* 
nance, he was evidently in a state of great sn&r- 
ing. I am sure* that if this man had been pene- 
trable to the precious gift of tears, tbey would 
then have flowed as a cordial to him ; bnt this 
sweet satisfaction was denied him by heaven. I 
cannot help believing^ however people may be 
disposed to doubt tlie credibility of the thing, that 
this torrent once let loose it was impossible for him 
to controul it. I say this the rather, because be 
was perfectly well aware thaV these 6ts of passion 
had cost him the friendship and advice of many 
perspns of great merit, of two^ among others, 
who resembled him perfectly in the despotism of 
.their ideas. He regretted the loss of their friend* 
ship sincerely, but he was born too much of a 
despot himself to think of making any apology for 
his faults. He said one day to his uncle, speaking of 
them : " I know that they are in a state of suffering 
when with me, and were tliey not retained by their 
employments and by tbeir ambition, they woold 
go and live at the farther end of the world to 
avoid the sight of me." — In effect it was a very ca- 
rious spectacle to see them together. It is impo^ 
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sible to conceive two persons more dry^ more cold 
in their manner, more laconic in their words^ more 
embarrassed in their whole deportment. I owe it 
in justice to them to add that two years ago, beforo 
the fall of the imperial throne, whether it was the 
effect of anger^ or whether it arose from a point of 
honoiu. they had never deviated a single instant 
from the line of conduct they had marked ont to 
themselves. Hius their indiflPerence in all poll- 
tical matters is still a problem to great numbers of 
persons. 

When Buonaparte gave himself up to these 
fits of passion, the bravest of the brave were in- 
deed afraid to approach him. The following^ 
story will sup])ort this fact. He had a very par- 
ticular esteem for Prince Poniatowski, yet one day 
he was violently incensed against him for reasons 
which 1 am going to state. This prince finding 
his flanks wholly uncovered, took upon himself 
to make a retrograde movement. Platow, taking 
advantage of this, got possession of some hun- 
dreds of carriages^ and what was still more impor« 
tant of the chests of some regiments. The Prince 
in his report of the affair thus expressed himself^ 
*' I did not learn till evening that a large body of 
cavalry was manoeuvring on my right, and endea* 
vouring to turn me. I knew that my left was 
ex]iosed by the retreat of the fourth corps, one 
hour*s delay might have endangered the safety of 
my division^ perhaps of the whole army. I waa 
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Qot ignorant that the convoy which was in the suite 
pf my division must be lost ; I nevertheless ordered 
it to march by the cross-roads, which flanked the 
high-road; wishing to make my infantry keep pos- 
session of the latter. Bnt notwithstanding all 
these precautious the cavalry of the enemy got 
possession of the convoy." 

According to the Emperor's opinion, the 
Prince had here committed an unpardonable fault. 
The Prince, he said, might h^ve made the convoy 
file oflF in the evening by the high-road, and have 
Tepjained i^ his position till the morning. It is a 
fact, however, that if the prigce had waited till 
piorning, al] had been oyer with his corps; for at 
break of day the head of the column met five 
squadrons which had already divided it. Buona- 
parte^ vho was informed of this circumstance, 
§aid 00 iqore, and the prince never heard any 
^hing farther of (he ^ffair. Buonaparte had how- 
gver at ^rst fulminated most fhriously against him, 
^WPg irbicj} ^T> officer came and remitted him 
SQHje private dispatches sent by Marshal Davpust, 
This ofl[i(;er w^s so terri6ed at the state of fury in 
yf^ifi^ \\e surpif j?^4 ^^^ nion^rcb, that he had no 
pQWef: fg dq more thafl give the packet into his 
h^»^?> \^ben he mirq^ without speaking a words yet 
1^^ officer \y^ ^^Fpf the brave, of the very brave. 
^ pnj^ilk^blp cirpumstapce in this afairwas, thajr 
tbe^eipppiTRr kept t|^^ p^pkef at least ten minutes in 
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his haodi without knowing wbo had remitted it to 
him ; he learnt that only from me. 

It was towards the end of the year five that I 
saw Buonaparte for the first time. I must confiMS 
that I was by no means prepossessed with his ex- 
terior. 1 had formed to myself the most engaging 
portrait of the conqueror of Italy. Myimagina* 
tion, seduced by the lustre of his victories, had 
dressed him up in the most flattering colours; I 
was surprised I was eyen humiliated to find him a 
man of a very ordinary cast. His deportment had 
nothing striking in it, his physiognomy had neither 
the fire, nor the dignity of a hero, his manners were 
devoid of ease» and had a strong tinctureof his cold^ 
dry^ and laconic language. All together he neither 
inspired respect or confidence ;— the principal 
feeling he inspired was a wish to retreat from his 
presence. His severe and disdainful look indi- 
cated the man who conunands, but not hitn who 
is to be admired^ 

First impressions have always a stronger 
influence upon a young man who does not re« 
fleet at all, or who reflects but little, than 
upon one who is older, and whosa judgment 
is more matured. The unfavourable impression 
of Buonaparte which { had imbibed, made a 
sadden revolution in my wishes with regard to the 
profession I thon^ht of embracing, and 1 desired 
the relation whp was my patron not to speak to 
th^ General in my bfi^ialf. At this moment I was 
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introdaced to M. d'Harved the elder, who had beea 
much acquainted with Bnooaparte, both at 
Brienne, and at the Ecole Militaire at Paris. I 
communicated to him the impresiion which the 
first sight of this celebrated Corsican had made 
upon me, when he said frankly; ** 1 see that you, 
who are yet young, judge of men by their outward 
appearance; in that you resemble the multitude.^ 
But mark me ;— think differently of Buonaparte ; 
this man, be assured, will create a new «ra in the 
world. I will say more : — i£ Europe were not 
now full of his name, Asia would for two years 
have resounded with it.*' — I |<5ave any one to jndge 
of my astonishment; I intreated M. d'Harved to 
explain what he meant by the last phrase he had 
used, when he related to me what follows : I only 
beg to observe that the conversation was written 
the moment he quitted me. 

.^' Buaaaparte" said M. d'Harved, '' isbornto 
command mankind; he knows it,, he is but too 
much impressed with the conviction, his first suc- 
cesses have but too powerfully augmented, and 
confirmed it; Perhaps he may not possess all the 
qualities requisite for realizing his ambitious views 
but he conceives that he has them, and that is 
sufficient. He knows not how to make himself 
loved, but he knows how to make himself obeyed, 
andheld m high consideration. In the part which 
he now plays, and in the parts which he probably 
will play, these two latter qualities will make hi^ 
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fortune. His air, coldly concentrated, and his 
miabated moroseness, have established him in the 
minds of the vulgar the reputation of a superior 
being. The decided einnlation that he has not to 
appear like other men, and to give laws to them, 
was transmitted to him with his existence, it is 
incorporated in his nature. At- Brienne, at the 
Ecole MUitaire, and under the garb of a sub- 
lieutenant of artillery, he thought the same, and 
never will he think otherwise, whatever may be his 
fkstiny. If he did not command men, he must 
give the law to his servant-maid ; he believes 
himself superior to all other men, and has very 
>iule value for them. 

■^ If France was the theatre of his dibut, it 
was that l^rance first presented him with the 
€)pportunity of making himself known. An ardent 
thirst of domination made him a cosmopolite frooi 
his earliest years ; his true country will ever he 
that in which he can acquire the greatest share of 
preponderance. To him the banks of the Seine, 
and the shores of the Bosphorus, are alike indif- 
ferent ; nor can any thing better prove this hypo- 
thesis than the following anecdote : 

** After the siege of Toulon, when we had 
re-conquered it, Buonaparte who laboured under 
a strong suspicion of leaning towards terrorism, ex- 
perienced chagrius which he felt so much the more 
acutely, since his superiors wanted to remove him 
fiwn the service of the -artillery to that of the ia- 
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ikntry. He came to Paris to remonstrate against 
this ; promises of support were given hiray bul 
nothing was done. He addressed himself in par* 
ticular to the representative charged with the 
military department, it was, I believe, the citizea 
Aubry; the complaints of the young Corsican 
were still disregarded, and he coald obtain no re« 
dress. Irritated with the refusals which he daily 
experienced^ and yielding to 'the impetuosity of 
his character, he resolved upon quitting the 
country. It was then that he became acquainted 
with a young man of English extraction, by name 
J^linkamm, a person of agoodmien, and who spoke 
French fluently. I met them both at the Republican 
Cofiee-house; Buonaparte^ whom I knew very 
well, accosted me first. I was affected with his 
situation ; he was extremely dejected, bib chagrins 
and discontent were strongly painted in his coun-* 
tenance. He broke out into invectives against 
the government in terms so little restrained^ that 
T was obliged, both for his safety and my own| 
to bint that be would draw the attention of every 
body upon ns. He then took me under one arm^ 
and Mr.Blinkamm under the other, and led us into 
the garden of the Palais-Royal, where he continued 
to give vent to his anger against many of the 
authorities and people in pli^ce : he &iished by 
imparting to us bis project of leaving the country. 
I abked him whither he thought of going, and 
suggested England. ^' The English/ s^id he» 
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» 

^^ are mariners, and I am not so ; they are besidet. 
an etablisbed people, who have no occasion for 
any body ; a foreigner will never make his fortune 
among them. In Germany there are too many 
competitors ; Spain would perhaps suit me, there 
is not a single warrior in that country." During 
this conversation the Englishman appeared very 
attentive, but said not a word: as it was cold, 
however, he proposed our going into the CMf4 du 
Foy. There Buonaparte lannched out very much 
on the subject of Spain ; many of the reasons ho 
gave for prefering that country were Specious, 
some were even solid ; but the whole scheme wa» 
romantic, and in fact far beyond the means of the 
projector. The young Enghshman, who perceived 
this, said : '* My friend, Spain will not do for you* 
Since you think that in France justice is not done 
you, let me mention a country where your know- 
ledge may be made of great value. Quit Europe, 
repair to Constantinople; I will recommend you to 
a relation of mine established in that country, one 
whose commerce gives him frequent access to 
many persons belonging to the Seraglio. I will 
engage that at my solicitation he will soon bring 
you into notice, and perhaps you may become a 
second Comte de Bonneval. Answer me : It you 
like the idea- to-morrow 1 will write, and by the 
way of England I can have an answer speedily/' 
Buonaparte, always in extremes, cpnld not restrain 
his joy at the proposal made by his friend; and 
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tliough eloquence be not among his moRt brilliant 
natural qualities, what lie saiii on this occasion will 
uever be effaced from my memory; it fixed «iy 
opmion of him irrevocably ; his whole soul was* 
displayed in it, hh character, his ambition to be 
celebrated* ^^ My dear Blinkamm,*' be exclaimed 
with transjiort, " You are in the right — yes. yon 
»re fn the right, Constantinople is the place,— 
Tnrkey is the place. But where then is my own 
betK) r — Alas, I am so unhappy, that I can no 
longer think/* — ^Then taking his hand : ** 'Tis a 
true, an important service irideed that you render, 
me, BHnkamm, I will go into Turkey. The 
Turks are the last people in the world in military 
affairs ; for the little knowledge they have in them 
they are indebted to a Frenchman, who was per- 
V sectited, who was unhappy like me. Well, a 
Franco-Corsican shall nnbrutalize them, shall 
espouse them, (this was hir* expression). With 
the European tactics, 1 will teach them to pass 
^▼er three cerjturies at once, and place them on a 
lerel with other nations; their mutinous spirit 
dismays me not. I will impale ten regiments, if 
necessary, to reduce one to obedience. Their 
ignorance will assist my designs; if they were 
more enlightened I should only have more ob- 
stacles to encounter. If I excite envy, if I see 
that offence is taken at me, I will not 'suffer the 
tempest to gain too much strength, for fear of 
not being able to allay it; I will always keep in 
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reserve the means of pit)cui ing myself to be ex- 
iled into some government of that vast empire; 
and thU exile shall be the first step towards a 
happiness of which I have always foraied to 
myself a seductive image. — Blinkamm, to thee 
I shall owe all/' — He ceased, his countenance, 
beamed with delight and hope: ** I hasten,** he 
said, ^' to solicit permission to retire to Constan- 
tinople.'' — In effect, some days after he did solicit 
it, but he was refused. If yon doubt the truth 
o^ what I assert, ask those who were in place 
at that time, they will confirm it. It is a fact 
of which you may be assured, that had it not 
been for the thirteenth of Vendemiaire,' or rather 
if he had not been refused the permission he 
desired,; this young warrior whose deeds are now 
so celebrated all over France, would have probably 
been at this moment disciplining the Janissaries ou 
thp shores of the Bosphorus." 

So earnestly was my attention rivetted to the 
narrative thus given me by M, dllarved that I 
had scarcely power to breathe. But now that 
time and experience have torn aside the splendid 
veils by which many a quality then nnkncwn was 
concealed, how much reason do we see to say 
W4th my friend, " Yes, the character of Buoiiu- 
parte was fully displayed in what he said to the 
young Brmkamm.**— There broke forth indeeil his 
soul, his heart, and above all his inhumanity', there 
shone the despot, who for twenty years has given 
law to us. *• / will impale ten regiments, if 
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necessary, to reduce one to obedience. '^-^Wlizt 9 
sentiment! — Let the reader impress it well on his 
mind, he will immediately see in it the grand 
secret of all the military successes of this warrior, 
the fundamental principle of his tactics. *Tis as 
if he had said: ** Yes, I will suffer ten regiments 
of Frenchmen to be massacred, to make one 
triumph.'* — His words at that time fully justify 
what a writer advanced eighteen years after, that 
Buonaparte would fain carry us back to those 
limes of ignorance and barbarisnij when a king 
was nothing but a military chief. He rested his 
confidence in the ignorance of the sons of Ma- 
homet ; — ^he was in the right, for he was not him- 
self ignorant that the more a people are enlight- 
ened, the less firmly can any tyranny be esta- 
blished. 

If however, to the misfortune of Europe, h^ 
have realised there, a part of the projects which 
he had formed on Asia, I have the consolation of 
reflecting that he has not realised the hopes pre- 
sented by the latter part of his harangue. No, I 
do not think that he has chosen an exile in which 
he will find the happiness of which he has always 
formed to himself so seductive an image. It is 
true that this happiness has been enjoyed by him, 
but the man is weak, and the tyrant is no more; 
he has been despoiled of every thing with means 
in his hands, which would have sufficed for any 
oth^r to commence their career. I shall make only 
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one reflection, an useless one I own, since it car- 
ries thought into the abyss of^ the future ;— rbat ,be 

^ that as it may, I cannot refrain from it. — Had the 
little citizen* of Ajaccio obtained permission to go 
into Asia, had he found there the same means of 
uggrandizement which have since been presented 
him in France, what would now have been the 
state of Europe? — what that of the world at larger 
— Destinies of nations ! on what trifling circum- 
stances do you often depend. 

After what the reader has just heard, he will 
easily imagine that I conceived a very different 
opinion of the General who commanded the army 
of Italy, I even fell into the opposite extreme.— 
I was just at the age of enthusiasm, and if any one 
has reason to blush at having considered this mun 
with adulation, I was guilty for the space of two 

^ years. It was, that during that time, I viewed him 
only at a distance, I judged only by his victories, 
by the reports of his courtiers ; — for cOurtiers, and 
very dangerous ones, he had in abundance. Cir- 
cumstances on a sndden placed me about his per* 
son, the charm disappeared ;— this was the work 
of only ft fortnight. I shall simply observe upon 
it, that between great men, and the stars, the case 
is exactly reversed, the nearer the latter are ap* 
proached the greater, the more brilliant, do they 
appear ; — see great men very near, they dwindle 
into something very little. 

U is seldom that an opportunity is afforded 
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of feeling thrs more strongly than tliat now affordr 
ed me ; I own that I felt the discovery painfully 
Immiliating. What concerned me the most was, 
that my friends had in their hands many letters, 
wherein I had launched forth into the ^most lavish 
eologiums of my hero. I consoled myself, however, 
and 1 might do so honourably, without yielding 
too much to amo^r-propre^ when I reflected that 
all Europe remained still in the same error, from 
which I was hut just emerged. I did more, I felt 
a pride in being one of the first to know accurately 
the dimensions, of this little Colossus; — let me be 
excused the expression, 1 know not any one that 
will give so just an idea of my feelings. 

It was now that I traced out to myself a plan, 
the most inconceivable, the most difficult, perhaps 
the most dangerous that could have entered the ima- 
gination of man. This was to pursue a constant and 
iiG varied study of the character of Buonaparte, phy* 
sicaUy, as well as morally; to observe him alike 
in public and in private, by day and by night, in a 
word at every moment when i could approach him, 
could hear him. 1 saw him daily, but not con- 
stantly; ^n occasions of very particular hiterest 1 
quitted him, except when he was in his fits of pas- 
sipn — 1 was then his master* The sort of careless-* 
nessand semi-idiotism which I outwardly assumed 
when with him, placed me above the reach of sus* 
picion, and delivered him up to me entirely. Ne- 
ver had any man about him one by whom he was 
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scrutiai^^ more minately, with, more penetrBtum« 
more tenacity* Admitted to the examinatioii of 
all the springs which moved the despotic machine, 
I investigated them with the ntmost accuracy) even 
amid the disorders into which they were occa-» 
sionaljy thrown. I found it very difficult, how- 
ever, to give any thing like a cbnuected form to 
my early ahberrations ; but nothing was easier, 
when a deep study of the mechanism of my hero 
had given me the clue to his observations, to his 
perpetual inconsistencies. ^ Habit and memory 
served me so effectually, that I cookl readily as* 
sign to such a gesture, such an action done or to 
be done, to such words, sach an event past or in 
embryo,— ^nd with some trifling modifications, I 
was scarcely ever mistaken. 

This system of observation had in the beginning 
no deterrain^e aim ; but in.the sequel, in propor- 
tion as the fame of this personage increased, my 
plan contrac^ted a fixed and . decided end. At first 
I was urged by curiosity alone, then it became a 
pleasure, and at length a passion; a passion to 
which I am much indebted, for I now reckon as 
nothing the cares, and sometimes the uneasiness 
which it occasioned to me. How great a pleasure 
was it, in fact, for a thinking being to be able to 
say within himself: " If this proud man before 
whom the enraptured crowd bend the knee, whose 
name is \p every mouth, who makes and unmakes 
kings> who huipbles the ministers of God » and 

Q 
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throws his Vioar into cbains ;-~if this inun^ one 
word from whose moath csn give death to the 
hopes of a whole people, who can seize upon its 
efaildren, eonsatne its treasures, can enchain the 
consciences of some, petrify the courage of others^ 
can exile merit and condemn probity to death :— 
if this man were in the place that properly belongs 
to his genifos, to his personal qualities, to his wis- 
dom, to his Tirtnes, to his moral character, to his 
humanity ^-^ben should 1—4 who now serve him, 
see hini despised, unknown, confounded, lost 
among the crowd Who now fear, now admire 
him.'^ 

These reflections which passed frequently in 
my miod, while I was in this situation, constituted 
its charm, its delight. To these researches I am in* 
debted ior die science of knowing the human heart. 
From tl^esottl of the master k was easy to descend m* 
to the sools of the courtiers and the servants. What 
have I not seen ?— «What a disgustii^ assemblage 
of meanness, of impo#tare, of self-interest, of ser« 
vile adulation, of corruption, of incapacity ;----It 
seemed a contest who should degrade themselves 
most before the idol. Every thing in Buonaparte 
was false, but a part of his court was stilt move so ; 
*^if he ruled France with a rod of iron, it was 
forged by his flatterers. From the days of Phata* 
mond to his days, never was a monamh flattered so 
incessantly, so servilely; the sword and the bar, 
eloquence and pdctry, all by turos offered inbensa 



to iiini. Several docuraents to be prodoced in the 
coarse of tliese tnemoif s will support the troth of 
what I advance^ some more^ some less. France 
iMts indeed, permitted shamefal sanctions to be 
given to the tnost crimmal prefects ; bnt the ap- 
pi^vcrs have been the niin of the approved^ it is 
to them ftat Buonaparte owes his fall. Unfortu- 
nate man 1 he conld not see the thunder amid the 
clouds of incense by which it was obscured ; he 
could not but perish. Dreadful exampfe, but one 
by which the gr*^ never can be corrected. 

It wa« after his return from Egypt that Buona^ 
parte began to fix my whole attention. Scarcely 
were ive arrived at Paris, when I saw that he me- 
ditated some great project ; every t^rng in his fea* 
tares expressed disquietude and ambition. On the 
second of firnmatre he gave a splendid dinner at 
Malmaison,^ at Which were present persons of every 
description, Oeneral Murat, and Lucien Boona* 
fxarte, being among the number. Af^r dinner tli€ 
whole company FCtired into the drawing-room*, 
where a very warm discussion took place. In 
about half an hour Buonaparte and Roger Ducos 
left the> ittom ; the latter with a much more free 
air than tiie General; they went into the garden*^ 
¥rhere they remained togetheribr about twenty mi- 
TixMfi. On a sudden Madaoie Buonaparte'^ car** 
riage clm»e into the co^irt ; General Murat went out 
tp receive her. She had not time to give him her 
hand, but jumped out hastily &om the carriage.— 

Q 2 ' 
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'^ Where is the General ?*• she said. ^* 1 do not 
know ; he went out jnst now with Roger ; but Lor 
cien is here."-—** Seek the General instantly ; * I 
must speak to him without delay/*-— I told her he 
was in the garden ; she ran thither hastily. I went 
and placed myself at a window whence I could 
easily descend into the garden. I was not deceived* 
in my expectations; Buonaparte no sooner per- 
ceived Madame, than he quitted Roger Ducos and 
came to meet her. They went together into a 
neighbouring walk ; I saw them distinctly. Jose- 
phine spoke with eagerness; the General kept 
walking on ; she stopped him several times. At 
length they turned towards the house. I quitted 
my post, and met them upon the steps. 

Madame Buonaparte held the left hand of her 
husband ; her countenance was extremely animat* 
«d, there was in it I know not what, at once digni* 
fied and mild ; it was a pleasing mixture of heroism 
und . tenderness. Buonaparte was pale^ and looked 
thoughtful, but his eyes were turned with conipla- 
iCency towards his wife : she would not accompany 
him into the drawing-room, but retired to her own 
apartment. Buonaparte called Roger Ducos, and 
,both rejoined the company. A general move- 
inent was then made; the guests all re ascended 
their carriages, and returned towards the capital, 
Xucien,, Murat, and Buonaparte alone remained; 
Madame Buonaparte soon rejoined them, they 
4vere then in the anti-chamber. Perceiving Mu** 
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rat, — " How, General," said she " still here?-^ 
Yoa do not attend to it, Sir," she proceeded, titni** 
ing towards her husband ; ^' the General ought to- 
be at Paris. — ^To horse! — away instantly to the 
street of Varennes, or I go myself." Mnrat 
smiled, bat in four minutes he was in foil gallop^ 
on his way to Paris ! while the three who remained 
returned into the drawing-room* 

1 was extremely desirous of knowing what, 
was in the wind, and since nothing detained me at 
the chateau, I was on the point of mounting my 
horse and going to Paris^ when I perceived a. par*- 
ty of infantry making directly towards the house* 
I thought it expedient to inform the General of it 
he was seated between his wife and his brother* 
*^ How,'' said he, " troops.?** '* It is nothing,?' said 
Madame Buonaparte, smiling, '^ your company 
are gone, mine are but now arriving ; it is a ren- 
dezvous which I have given, hut be comforted, 
you are not one too many •** All the three then went 
into the court wher^ the troops ranged themselves 
in martial order, but without beat of drum. " This 
is admirable,** said Madame Buonaparte to the cap- 
tain, '^ you are here. Sir, almost as soon as me/' 
'^ Madam," said the ofEcer, we have been ready 
to set out these four hours." The officers accom* 
panied the General to the drawing-room, and some 
refreshment was given to the soldiers. — They were 
a company of grenadiers. 

Aboat nine o'clock in the evening, a cooriei: 
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arrived with dispatches for Btfondpart^^ when im- 
mediately he, with his wife add brother set oat for 
PariStf giving orders (o the grehadiers to repair 
thither also, obsenriag the strict^t silence. The 
next day, no business waa so urgent to ille as to 
search out the cause of what I had witnessed the 
erening^^before. On the first day I could colleet but 
feeble glimmerings upon the subject ; it was not till 
the sixth of Brumaire that the whole mystery was 
unravelled to me. 

In the year IV, at the passage of the Mincio^ 
Buonaparte was guilty of some injustice towards a 
yotttig man who had been a fellow student with 
hitn, and who then served under his orders. This 
offence the other never could pardon. I cannot 
slay how it had eosle to his knowledge, that Buo- 
naparte, tvilh some others, were determined at alt 
hazards to change the form of government ! He, 
however wtrit to the director Gohier, and imparted 
to him his discoveries and suspicions. Gohier, 
perceiving that the matter viore a very serious 
aspect, sent to Moulins, desiring to speak with him 
immediately. Moulins Was not at home, nor did 
be and Gohier meet till the next day. The latter 
then told him bf the information he had received, 
when Moulins, in the utmost astonishment, desired 
to see the informer. He soon arrived, but Was des- 
titute of any documents to bring in support of his 
charge. Gohier hesitated, but Moulins carried his 
pointy aihl It was decided that the General should 
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be urrested in his way from Park to Malin«i9iMi« 
wbem they knew he .was to have, a party lo dinner 
that day. Unfortunately this. resolution waa.not 
taken^in the presence of him who had discovered 
the plot; he was left alone, locked up in another 
room» 

Gohier» urged their commanicating the iiitelr 

l%ence to the other directors, that they might a«t 

in concert, but this Moulins opposed. *' One x£ 

our colleagues" said he^ ^^ is absent^ and of the other 

4w0^ one is the intimate £iend of Bnoaapa^te^ the 

otfaer^ Barras, -is his patron ; but for him this 

Corsicln^had never been Imowm We have no 

occasion for the assistance of any one, away with 

forms, we alone are privy to the affiiir, let us alone 

act. Nothing is easier than to arrest the General ; 

I know two men in the police who, if supported by 

a dozen of soldiers, will readily undertake the 

business : there is no cause for fear. The moment 

the General is made prisoner he will experience 

the fate of ail unsuccessful conspirators, his party 

will he annihilated/' 

The two directors went out together, and secured 
the persons to whom the execution of their project 
was to be intrusted. Thus far all was well, but 
when they returned toGohier's house, the prisoner 
was no longer to be found in the room where he 
had been shut up. He/ Mule salisfied with the 
conduct of the directors, ooncei^ed himself lost, 
and taking advantage of their absence^ escaped by 
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die window. When the directori found that he 
was gone : *^ We are undone,'* exdainied Mouiins, 
*' this fellow is a rascal sold to our enemies, tke 
ieonspiracy is a mere invention, a snare laid for us; 
they wanted to set the General and consequently 
the army upon us. Let us haste and revoke our 
orders, if it be not too late.'* In effect the orders 
were revoked ; but one of the men who was to be 
employed in the arrest, had previously answered 
a friend, who proposed their going together to the 
theatre, ^^ I cannot, I am going this evening upon 
an expedition of great importance; it concerns^ I 
believe, the arrest of some great personage/* ' 

This proposition was repeated in a house where 
Madame Buonaparte happened to be, who, without 
any other clue, immediately conjectured that her 
husband might be the person alluded to. As a 
prudent wife her attention was instantly directed 
to saving him, if he was, indeed, the person in- 
tended. The gnard of the legislative body she 
knew sided with him, and she secured some of the 
principal officers, without, however, saying in what 
she had occasion for them. She saw Colonel 
Ferrin, I know not what she said to him, but he 
protpi-ed to send a cottipany of grenadiers to 
Malinaison, if she would insure his having sub- 
aequently an ^ order to that effect from General 
Mnrat* This she premised, and the promise was 
faitfafpUy perfprmed : hence arose the visit of 
the company of grenadiers already m^ntiouod as 



N^kFOLEON BUPVAPARTB. 73 

coopiingi.on tbe second of Bramaire, to Malolaiscw. 
This eji^cellentwife had besides collected a number 
of her husband's frknds at ibe house of a member 
of the Council of Ancients, ii^ the street of Vatr 
reniies. It was thither that General Murat 
hastened^ to be in readiness tO' give any new 
orders. 

While these pre^antionsi to avert the appre* 
hended danger of her hushand, were taken by Ma^ 
dame Buonaparte^ Moulins and Gohier did nqt rer 
main inactive ; they had the address to prder a rich 
Hamburgher, who was at Paris on commercial 
business, to be arrested, under the, pretence that he 
was suspected of carrying on a correspondence with 
the enemies of France. This affair was so well conr 
ducted, that the same evening Madame Buona- 
parte acknowledged she had been alarmed without 
reason* The most curious part of the transaction 
is, that both parties sincerely believed they had 
been deceived in their conjectures; It was net, 
indeed, till a long time after, that I was fuUy 
cbnviqced of so curious a fact, as that an intention 
of arresting Buonaparte had existed in the minds 
of two of the directors, only a fortnight before 
his. ^ritimpA; for this epithet may justly be given 
to the ever* memorable eighteenth of Brumaire. 

Many writers have treated of this day, cele- 
brated for ever by the results which it produced to 
France. Some, writing according to the dictates 
of Buonaparte, have consequently given nothing 
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but falsehoods, instead of the truths which we had 
a right to expect. Others, deeply impressed with 
a just resentment, have relied too ranch on rumour, 
and given way to exaggerations in details founded 
on error. This is the greatest reproach that can 
be fixed upon the latter description of writers. I 
shall not undertake to refute either, for the sake 
of presenting a new history of the eighteenth of 
Bmmaire; I shall confine myself to giving the 
notes which I mionted down in my tablets as the 
occurrences took place. 

The directory daily saw the supreme power 
ready to escape from their hands; two of the 
members in particular observed, with pain, the 
jacobins getting the ascendancy over the royalists* 
Barras feared the first, his colleagnes feared both 
parties : on one point they were agreed — ^that they 
must seek the support of some general who already 
enjoyed a high reputation. Both desired a new 
order of things, but both also desired to govern. 
Two warriors alone could serve their purpose, but 
one was soon after killed in Italy ; Moreau alone 
remained. Proposals were made to him to co- 
operate with the two directors in changing the 
iace of the government. Moreau, a consumate 
warrior, respected by his enemies, cherished by 
his troops, had a sort of repugnance against 
mingling in political commotions, to which his 
modesty led him to believe himself unequal. To 
these offers of the directors he gave only vague 
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and indeterminate answers, anil the a^oGia4;Hm 
rented in this, nncertatnty when intdligirnce arriv^ 
that the General of the army of E^ypt had laodad 
in France! 

If the mtentian of the directors was to diange 
tile form of government in France, this waa not 
leM the profit of Bnooa parte. For a long tioiet 
notwithstanding that he was at sucb a distance, 
and that the means of cotnmnnicatioD were not 
etBj, he had been in eorrespondence with the dts^ 
contented party in France. To this class of aien 
was joined that still more dangerous, of people 
who only find their happiness in tronUes and inno- 
vations. 

The General, perfectly iostrocted in the state 

of things, knew how to render subseriient to hi» 

purposes the discontents of the one party, and the 

dangerous principles of the other. He flattered all 

parties, equally taking care that none should sus*^ 

pect thii triple duplicity. At that time, I gave 

him Credit for po^essing all the qualities of a tho^ 

roughly adroit politician, but what I believed ge^ 

liitts, was in fact nothing but well-combined crafts 

Persons of every party were cordially received by 

him, but on different days, or at diierent hours : 

^ fhe best concerted precautions were taken that> 

dtitrngthe constant assemblages of company which 

he received on his first arrival at Paris, no two of 

opj^osite parties should meet at his house. 

If, however, he caressed all parties, there 
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V9M one towards which more circomipection 
evidently practised, than towards any of the others ; 
these were the Jacobins. It was not that he in 
any way coincided with their principles ; on the. 
contrary, this was the party, of all others, he hated 
the. most cordially. I know that in France he has 
had the reputation of being a furious Jacobin ; this 
I can safely affirm he never was, in the general 
aiGoeptation given to this term ; he was so only in 
his ambitions projects. If he ever practised any 
management in his conduct towards professed Ja* 
cobins, it was that, in truth, he feared them — ^a 
fear which fidlowed him even to the throne. Of 
^ this I had a proof not more than three years ago, 
in an observation made by him, which though 
trivial, was sufficiently expressive. 

He had just given an employment of very 
great importance to a man who had often figured 
at the tribune of the Jacobins. The arch-treasurer 
made some very wise and just remarks upon the 
appointment.—-^^ I know welLall that you would 
say/' replied Buonaparte, '* but the reasons yon 
urge for his exclusion, are precisely those which 
have determined me to give him the place. He is 
a savage beast 1 know, but this dignity shall be 
his gag." The arch^treasurer replied, that the time 
was past when such kind of men were to be feared. 
" They are always to be fea^red. Sir — ^these came^ 
Jeons are always to be feared* For the rest the^ 
thing is done;, let no more be said about it: I re- 
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p^at it^ ^hen the wolf ^as has throat fiilU he.caa 
no longer bite/* 

Acdording to this mode of thinkiog^ the Ja* 
cobins w^e those towards whom he practised the 
greatest share of circumspection. Next followed 
thei KepubUcana^-^bose who were so in the parest 
sense of the word; these he at once hated and 
tlespised. Lastly came the RoyaUsts, who, like 
thi9 others^ easily fell into the snares laid £br them. 
I coold perceive that with them he put aosofe 
particular restraint upon his character : he ^aa 
milder^ more gentle and complacent, consequently 
more ambiguons ; by false promises and fallacious 
hopes were they sedaoed. It should. appear never* 
theless, that son^e among them saw through him» 
or at least saspected him strongly. Here follows 
word for word 'the extract of a letter which he 
wrote to a royalist. 

'* You are importunate, too importunate: 
you will i^ar every thing. No, Sir, let events take 
their coursey and let as run after them with the 
utBiost eagerness. I wait the. annihilation of an 
odious power, and the death of all the lesser 
powers ; then, the little preponderance that I shall 
have, if I have buy, will prove to yon that yonr 
answer of yesterday evening was not applicable to 
JDse. But I readily forget this scene, do yon 
on your side never forget that, with time, I shall 
be abundantly what you wish." He never signed 
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or jditectfid siieh ktten, and tiiey were always sent 
by some confidential person* 

It is impossible not to see that this letter is a 
modbl of ambtgaity, of craft, and of perfidy. 
Yet tbere was at tliat tifne many a man of tneri^ 
and clearsighted too, who was ^anght im a like 
tnare. 

Be all this as it may, ^e two directorB, at Ae 
first news of fats return, determined to confide 
thetr projects to him, intending, when 41 was ac- 
complished, to proportion the Inmonrs and rewards 
bestowed "^ upon him to the service^ rendered. 
Having no ooneeption of the excess of his arabi* 
tioB, they oonoeived him satisfied with the pros- 
pect befisne him, and devoled to them entirely. 
Boms, in p^rticnlar^ bearing in miod undoubtedly 
the -obligations which he had conferred on the ge« 
neral, had not, in the disclosure of his prefects, 
mlttgled ail the confidential warmth which the am- 
bitibRof his former prot^ required. 'This was 
the primary cause of his exile-~the' causes to 
wh4ch it was igenerally ascribed wem but slcoessar 
Ties. ' How just soever maylhave been the reputa- 
tion Moreau had obtained— 4i0Wever great may 
have been his qualities, he will always beaecouatar 
bie to FVauce for not having opposed his genius, 
his weigbt, and mme eapecially the decided loveef 
his troops, by whom^ at that time, he was adored, 
to the ambitious projects of hh rivah 
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Buonaparte was well aware what powMrful 

ob9tadkls Moreao might throw io his way ; he was 

but too iatiaaafely convinced of them* This is not 

all : it has not hitherto been known to the public* 

wbs^ pains were taken by Madame Boonaparte 

and by the general's brother^ Luciea, to niiito 

these two distinguished characters. Booooparte 

waa uneasy about the result of their schemes, and 

the great ground of his mseasiness was fbooded in 

his love of life; a aentiment which nev^ has 

abandoned, and ne^r will abandon him. irre- 

fatuble proofs may be brooght to ^tabUsh tUi 

truth : vainly will contrary £su:t8 be adduced against 

me^ they were crrcum^taaoes always varnished 

over. Wherever Booni^rte appeared to expose 

himself, it was from ostentation, and in places 

where there was no real danger. I saw, in short; 

with my oWn eyes how tnuch, as the important day 

approached, his alarms increased, though he dis«- 

gofeied them to the best of his ability. Sometimes 

he gained courage from^ talking with those of tfa^ 

conspirators who were impressed with the greatest 

confidence of success. His eye was then more 

animated, his countenance appeared mote resolute, 

his voice was more firm ; he was, indK>rt, another 

man. But such momeats were transitory ; when 

he was alone, his pusiflafiimity revived, he became 

gloomy, thoi^ghtfal, irresolute, and spoke little^ 

These observations, which few people, myself ex* 

tepted, had the opportunity of mdcing at that 



80 ssoR&T BaifoiRs or 

time, contributed essentially towards assisting my 
daily progress in gaining a thoroogh knowledge of 
this .mighty individoal — I say n^g^, because sach 
he was in the eyes of the multitude. 

1 was not the only person sensible of his fiaars^ 
and who perceived the little energy he shewed at 
the ev« of so decisive a moment. His prudent wife 
was well convinced of them. In the afternoon of 
the 9th. of Brumaire, after a very eager converaa- 
tion — ^' Well,** said she to him, ** if prudence 
suggests dbubta to you respecting the success of 
this great undertaking, make some sacrifices; 
throw aside all lesser considerations, unite yoursdf 
with Moreau — Moreau and you united, all imeasi* 
ness h atau end/' At this moment Lucien arrived 
— Madame Buonaparte informed him of. what had 
passed. Her brother-in-law pleaded eloquently the 
caifse of the modest conqueror, making use, among 
others, of the following expression: *' You and 
Moreau ! that would be strength and victory nni* 
ted." But all that he could say produced no effect, 
Buonaparte was inexorable. 

At least two. hours after this conversation he 
ww; stilj murmuring — *' Very well, brother — Mo- 
reitu and mer— that would be victoiy and strength 
united. Go, consult Pichegru, see what he says— 
Moreau— —.'•. I could noft distinguish any thing 
more. Then awhile after : '^ Mr. Luden you are 
sometimes troublesome, let ,me tell you.** I was 
afraid of forgetting Mr, Lucien*s expression/ and 
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I wrotief it dojvD with a pencil in theioside of my 
hat. - 

JPew people koow that for a long time Buona- 
parte ^Iways consulted his wife ip all civil oiatters, 
evien in tho3e of the highest importance. This is^ 
however, very true, hot he would have been out- 
rageously angry if he had ever soppose/d that it 
w^^ }giown to.his po^rtiers. If J, had been able to* 
divide myjsplf, how gladly .would I have followed 
this excellent woraan^! What a difierence I^tweea 
her and. her hasband; they were two exti:emes 
nqiited. I would here give some anecdotes of her, 

if I did not ^now that M,n.B D ' ■ . ^ wjio 

is nijqich better infortned upon the subject thaa- 
myself, is pi-epariog an apco^nt o/ her life. I 
kpoyr not hoy the first years of Madam^ de Beau- 
harnais werjB passed, but if they resembled the last 
i^fteen, we shall have the history of a mo^t acpom* 
plished woman. Scarcely did she know me, there- 
fore I have no interest in what I say; no other seq- 
timent but the love of truth inspires my pen ; it is 
^ merited eulogiu^ which my heart delights to 
traqe. 

Thus amid the varied sensation^ experienced by 
3aoiiaparte from a want of energy, the great day 
advanced which was to put an end to a, power de- 
tested by almost the whole French nation. It wa? 
in the night between the thirteenth and fourteenth 
of Brumaire* that the execution of the plan was 
^xcd for the seventeenth, which answers to the 

H 
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eighth of November* On the , sizteentbi in the 
mornibg, nothing was changed either in the plan 
or in the means agreed upon for executing it, when 
a hint was given to Buonaparte that the comman- 
dant of the seventeenth division was not absolutely 
determined to serve him ; that he had even ex- 
pressed a wishto resign the command of his corps- 
This intelKgence was like a thunder-stroke to him 
who received it. He sent to desire to see his wife 
—she camel The moment she saw him she ex- 
clatmed, ^'i^'or Heaven's sake what is the matter.* 
In truth he was in a most lamentable sitnation, 
angi^r and* fear were painted in hiingled hues on 
his countenance. He put the letter, containing 
the fatal liews, into the hands of his wife , they 
remained dbseted together for the space of a quar- 
ter of an honr, at the expiration of which Madame 
Buonaparte came out, her countenance beaming 
with delight ;— she bade me go instantly to her hus- 
band. The coachman was ordered to get the car- 
riage ready, and in six minutes Madame Buona* 
parte s©t off. 1 know not what had passed between 
her and her husband, but when 1 went to him he 
was perfectly calm. ** You were at the theatre 
yesterday ?'' he «aid. *' Yes, my general.*' "What 
was the ' play ?'* " Manlius.** ** The assassin ! 
yiow was it performed?" " Most execrably.** 
*^ Is there any news stirring at Paris?*' " People's 
minds are very much disturbed, every body sighs 
. for tranquillity." " I believe it — they must be 
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worn out.** Perhaps he might have ^aid tnore,* 
bat Ihe arrival of Murat, Lucien and at general 
officer, whom I did not know, pnt an end Ho tlld 
conversation* The whole day there were peO]^ 
backwards and forwards at the honse, and notwithi 
standing all the precautions taken to prevent any 
thing transpiring, it was easy to see that perfe^ 
unison did not reign among them* ' ' 

Madame Boonaparte was absent till near ele- 
ven oVIock: at her return she went up to her own 
apartmenl^ and sent for me, " Go,** she said, 
*• and contrive to speak to my husband, without 
being perceived by tlie rest of the company; de- 
sire him to pass by the bye-way, and come to me';. 
I wish to see him.*^ I had some difficulty to exe- 
cute my commission, but at length I succeeded-^ 
Buonaparte contrived to quit the room without its 
being observed, and after an absence of about teti 
minutes, rejoined the company. New debates were 
begun, but they were soon calmed. It was two 
o^clock in the morning before all the parties re- 
tired. Buonaparte appeared extremely satisfied 
with himself, but he did not go to bed, he only 
threw himself into a great chair. 

From the fourteenth of Brumaire, I had been 
exceedingly perplexed in mind. I knew that the 
execution of the plot was fixed for the seventeenth,, 
and I could not understand the events of the day 
and night ; i formed a thousand conjectures, but 
none appeared conclusive. What man, under such 
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circumstances, would not^ like lu^i have eype^ 
rienpeid the utmost tormeots of curiosity an4 un-f 
certainty ? — I allude tp the pigbt betyre^n the six- 
tlse.Dtl^ aud seyeuteenth- The day which now ap" 
pro^cl^ed lyas to dawn upon the overthrow of a 
great epapire^ upon a total change in its govern- 
m^i^lj its masters and its laws ; was to ca^t down 
some fortunes and build up others ; wap to exile 
weakness ; was tq crown ^mbition, and to fix the 
^tentipn of all Europie. But a few moments, and 
t^is grpat hut dangerous enterprize ^ivas to be coqh 
menqed. ypt J wa? in the hopse wherp was the 
chief, the squl of this yast i^achin^, th/ere all wa» 
calm— -l)e Jiimself even jslept! Where then are 
the preparations P^^where tlje conspirators ? Th^ 
Jhorse which sl^ould carry the general rests quietly 
in his litter, the groom ^nores ip ^is bed ; 1 ajoiip, 
more niady a greater fool than (either the horse or 
groom, can neither find reppse nqr the key tq thfi 
epigma by which that repose is banished. 

Yet no )png time was to elapse before I was tp 
be satisfied. I learnt on tl}p morrow, tk^t Bpona- 
par^e, contrary to the adyice o^ all the ponspirator^, 
had deferred the execution till thp eighte^ntl). 
The only reason he gaye w^t that tl)p intelligence 
lyhich he received in the fporning had rais^ 
strong suspicions in his mind, ^nd he wanted the 
day of the seventeenth for satisfying them ; that 
)ie wished to come to a right understanding with 
ffome of the superior oflScers, especially wit^ 
peneral l<efebvre. I^e fidded, smiling, *' Besides 
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the Seventeenth falls on a Friday, and that is a 
day of ill omen ; it is the day on which the God of 
the Christians died/' — ^This was said to M. de la 
Chabeanssiere : — here we find the great man dwin* 
died into an old woman ! 

The day was, indeed, employed in assuring 
himself of all who were to co-operate with him la 
the ejcpedithfij for this was the term which he 
applied to the important bnsiness... He returned 
home at night, where he was joined by a number 
of persons of the highest note. The eighteenth at 
length arrived. The Council of Ancients had 
been summoned in the night to assemble in the 
place where their sittings were held: in the 
night, the plan of a resolntion was remitted 
to them, transferring the Legislative Body to 
Saint^Ciond. This plan was readily edopted, it 
had been agreed upon in the evening. A copy of 
the decree was immediately dispatched to Bncnuh 
naparte, with the order for carrying it into execa* 
tion* This favourable beginning gave him infinite 
pleasure; it was instantly communicated to his 
wife; in a quarter of an hour, we were all on 
horseback. Buonaparte, surrounded by his staffi 
went directly to the Thnilleries : the garden was 
filled with troops; he harangued them, and said he 
only accepted the coaomand, to preserve France 
from the hprrors of anarchy and civil war. A part 
oif the«i had.qrders to file off immediately for 
Saint-Cloud ; we went thither at a gallop ! The 
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twor coondfa were assembled ; every one knows 
whM pasted at the Council of Five Hundred. 1 
•ball odly observe, that when Buonaparte attempted 
to apeakt the cries, the menaces, the exclamations 
of Dawn with the Dictator^ made so strong ao 
im{Mreasioo upon him, that he was wholly confused, 
aiad nnable to pvraoe the thread of his harangue. 
He Ihen turned to us, ordering us to assure onr^ 
^^res that General Mniat was at the head of the 
troops ; but^ after a moment's reflection, he resolved 
to satisfy himself of it. He went ont^ he mounted 
his horse, and rode immediately to the bridge ; he 
a|ipeared in extreme emotion. Having met Mu« 
rrft, he was more calm/ and we returned to the 
Chateau. A short time after, he received the news 
of his being named to the Consulate, in concert 
with Roger Dncos and Sidyes. *' Gentlemen/' 
Ikiid he t6 them the next day, ^' France has taken 
one gfeat step towards attaining happiness and 
peace, we will do every thing in our power to pro- 
ctire them both. Our task is great, I know it 
well, but the ardour we sihall exert, aided by 
the leiisons of experience we have had, will, I have 
no doubt, at length attaiti this important end/' A 
grand dinner was given by him, he was compli* 
mented on his new honours by a crowd of persons 
of every age and rank. Then it was that a total 
change took place in his exterJon In the judg« 
ment Ihad fotttied of his person, I always tbodght 
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him iacapable of disguising himself entirely in 
pablic. All the time that I knew him only as. a 
general, his haughtiness, his disdain, his contempt 
lor others, pier^d through even his most trifling 
actions. No sooner did he become Consul, than 
the expression of his countenance was enlivened^ 
his voice was less harsh^ his eye becan^e mild, and 
his manner much less repulsive. Did he confer 
any favour^ did he promote any one to an office* 
it was done with courtesy, often adding even some 
obliging expressions. The beauties of language 
were little familiar to him ; he was a stranger to 
those brilliant obscurities, those neat inversions so 
necessary to statesmen, who should take care that 
their modes of speech do not always express what 
they ought to say, but what they wish others to 
understand. To remedy this dearth of oratorical 
powers, he formed to himself a dictionary of 
chosen words and phrases, which he arranged ard 
moulded according to time^ place, person, and cii* 
cnmstances. His speeches of form were always 
arranged before-hand ; he knew what would be 
said to him, and he was prepared with an answer* 
Thence came that barrenness of ideas, that pom« 
pous gallimaufry^ to which his miserable courtiers 
gave the appellation of sublime. Many times have 
I seen him study the style of M. M-— — , under 
pretence of running once again over dispatches 
which he had read bat the nioment before. These 
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things would be trifles if they concerned a persmi 
less celebrated ; but the facts are precious^ are even 
useful, when one reflects that such a mau' contrived 
to have his brows surrounded with a royal dradem* 
—that he overcame all the States on the Continent. 
Among the people of Asia who are yet immersed 
in the profoundest ignorance, there would be no- 
thing astonishing in such events; but they are 
extraordinary in the most civilized nation of- the 
universe^ in a nation whose princes have always 
been cited as models of learning and urbanity. 

A good writer has recently made use of an 
expression which I mast combat, not only because 
it bears an impression of cahimny, but because it 
is false, very false. ** Immensity of power," he 
says, ^' and still more his numerous courtiers, corr 
rupted Buonaparte ;— to them he owed his ambi-* 
tion, his crimes, and in great measure his despo- 
tism. But for the base servility of his flatterers, 
and the approbation of a whole people deceived by 
the eulogiums of a perfidious and venal court, he 
would have been a good prince ; if, indeed, an 
usurper ever can be so.'* 

Such an opinion only proves to me, that the 
author did not know the despot; that he is per- 
fectly a stranger as well (o his physical as to his 
moral qualities. In vain does he draw a consoling 
picture of the early days of his consular atrthority; 
in vain does he dilate on the hopes which France 
had conceived of him ; he forgets, and this it I 
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whiefa destroys his assertioo, — he forgets, I s^y, 
the. time and the circumstances in which these 
sweet hopes of a happy fiitority were conceiTed. 
Harassed by a government of many, fatigued with 
twelve years of storms, FraiKe thought she saw 
the port, — thought she saw it even there, where 
she has been most in danger of suffering ship- 
wreck. Buonaparte was born a despot;— the 
passion of domineering over men and crushing 
them, is innate in him^ is mingled in his natare 
and can never be eradicated. Men and circum* 
stances have fed this passion ; that I acknowledge ; 
but even without such stimulants, he would never 
have been a good prince, place and circumstances 
never could have done any thing but modify his 
rage for soaring aloft. Master of a school, or 
upon a throne, chief of a squadron, or a corporal 
on guard, at Paris or at Kamschatka, every where 
he would have been a tyrant. Many of his cour- 
tiers, it is true, have not ill assisted in the ernptions 
of this volcano, but they were not the furnace by 
which it was fed. • 

The unbounded ambition of snch a m^n could 
not be satisfied, as he has sufficiently proved, with 
a divided power; but this divided power was one 
step towards the throne, and that was a great ob- 
ject attained. His hypocrisy, his feigned modera- 
tion, served at first as masks to disguise the part 
which he intended to play. His primary aim was 
^o silence all partieS| to extinguish all auimositieSj 
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Btomeot of ]ia{>|p}ne88. When we find a womain 
affeetiQDAte, mild^ generous, and foil of sensibllitj» 
'Us an endbanticig image, we cannot torn aside 
from the eonteoiplation of it ?-*-*tis a moment of 
fcKcity.-^Ah Josephine! in taking a copy. of thy 
letter, 1 experienced this delicious sentiment, the 
portion of pore and feeling sools. A tear moisten* 
cd the original ;— *why was 1 not sweetly affected? 
-^— Buonaparte was so, and that heart of steel be- 
came in a moment malleable. 

Scarcely had he run over thy letter, when his 
eyes were cast Upon the ground, he walked several 
times about the room, and then came and seated 
himself again at his desk. I devoured his gestures^ 
his movements, every thing, even to his sighs. His 
emotion was evident, but there vt^as nothing in it 
gloomy or giving occasion for inquietude. ^* Sty 
to Madame," said he mildly, ^' that I will pass the 
evening with her, we Iwo only."-^I would on no 
consideration have trusted this commission to ano* 
ther, I was too deeply interested not to be au^^ious 
to perform it myself. I hastened with the utmost 
speed to the apartment of the First Consul's lady. 
** Let the dear friend come," she said, •* how is 
her— You know him perfectly well."--^" Much 
better, Madam, than he was an hour ago, he spoke 
to me very mildly/'-—" So much th* better ! — this 
is the only good news 1 have received within the 
last three days.'* 

Two hours elapsed before the Consul joined 
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lits wife; it was past midnigbt'when he xeturMd 
to his own apartment. 1 know not what paeaed at 
their interview, I shall not attempt even to gness at 
itj bat the nei^l day he Mras no longer Kke himself. 
Al though from the eighteenth of Bramatre he 
had exerted his ntmost endeavours to reconcile and 
unite all who were in dissension witb each other, 
to dissipate faction, and to annihilate all partjr* 
he had as yet succeeded bnt in part ; some republi- 
cans, and a greater number of jacobins occasioned 
him the utmost uneasiness. As to thb royalists^ 
deceived in their hopes, insalaled, destitute of all 
support, they had dispersed^ waiting a moment 
more favourable to their caose. 

In such a state of things Bnotiaparte saw 
plainly that in order to obtain absolute anthoiity, 
it was of importance to him to be iavesled perma* 
nently with that which at present he enjoyed only 
provisionally. His friends were ptit in action, 
minds were sounded, some of the jacobins were 
bought over, and France, dazzled with his assum- 
ed moderation, and supposed great qualities, named 
hitn First Consul. This was, according to his plan 
tP have reached the half way towards ascending 
the throne ; it was all he desired at' the moment. 
The republic existed now but in name; the majo- 
rity of the republicans finding it best to be content 
with the places they enjoyed, no longer thought of 
murmuring ; the jacobins, who were the most to 
befear^d, preserved silence under the weight of 
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thfjr di^itiies9 siosnt) even^ abjuring their charae^. 
tor^ served 'hikn with aU:Uitir iafluence^ and became 
the firo!^ 9Pp(>or(fars ojfhia ambition. ^ EuUy con- 
ytiice4 tha^ in .onlier to.^eat. hiissdf upon a thranp, 
tb^ last i)iQi9|pi?r of wbich had perished on a scaf- 
fojbi, the pioltitpd^ muat be daasaded^ and that no** 
thing .Gontribalje$ more p<)iyerf oily to seduce the 
mind3 of the people than the histre of military ex- 
ploits^ ))e pi^epar^d tQ pat himself at . the head of 
the army .pf Italy* A eompwy of «pie9: Waft fpirm*^ 
ed| they^pei^vjad^ e^pry partx^ the administi^tioni 
^ we]loiv41.a$, m^iMMy.i they obtained .ia: footing 
about all tbe<|;i!eftt persanages of the state;^ they|ieQe» 
trated into their families^ info.lheir private societiest 
This haiidtwhkh he jokingly called; hia telegraphic 
CQiMgiMMii/i.was jadependentof the general policei 
VKhofteageiil9/ charged widi watcAihig strictly over 
the people^ were themselves no Ifess rigidly watched. 
Tjbe iiumber of these, dangerous stipendiarief 
amounted ia.tbe month of March 1803> to three 
thousand six hundred and ninety two> including 
the arobulatitig detachment. This party eom-» 
prised about a hundred of the best instructed » the 
least scrppulous, and, above all, the most daring 
of the troop. To these qualities^ it was necessary 
that. a handsome exterior^ a studied correct style, 
a discernment with regard to the deportment and 
language pwper for every diflfereilt occasion, well 
adapted to times and ciccumstances, should be 
united* These spies of the first class were charged 
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with attaching themselves to the great secret agents . 
in employ at the foreign courtSj with watching over 
them, with giving an account of the connections 
they formed, and of their hahitiial occupations. 
The spying the family of the Bourbons, and ma- 
Baging the great arrests in foreign countries, was 
another part of their office. It was from one of' 
these \vretche8 that the letter emanated which ?o&» 
pasioned the arrest and execution of the Duke 
d'Enghien. 

The reader will not be sorry to have some par« 
ticulars respecting the death of this spy, loaded 
with crimes: he died about two years ago^ in the 
flower of his age. The last year of his life was 
that of a saint ; his recollections rendered his life 
horrible to him, his riches could not allay the se- 
verity of his repentance. I know not the causes 
of his conversion, but it was so sincere, that the 
priest who attended, and administered to him the 
last offices, wrote thus to Mons. de Belloi, who 
had interested himself much in the salvation of this 
great sinner. 

^^ Monsim died this morning about seven 
o'clock. For a year that I have been attending 
opon him, I never saw remorse more sincere, re* 
pentance more ardent and more affecting. The 
enormity of his crimes seemed to render incredi- 
ble to him the possibility of being pardoned, and I 
could with difficulty persuade him that the mercy 
of his heavenly redeemer was still greater than his 
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orfFences. Before his last sigh was breathed, he 
was desiroas of seeing bis family. His wiGs^ his 
young daughter, and his son, came to bis bedside : 
hfs son fell on bis kneed — * I leave you a terrible 
lexampie/ he said, ^ my dear son.' He coqid say 
no more— his Irps were fastened to a crucifix — he 
expired. His family were dissolved in tears, I 
c'otild not restrain mine. It is one more sinner 
saved." — ^Heaven grant that his example bad found 
more imitators ! But such conversions were not 
common at this time; they wonld not have served 
the purposes of the despot. 

This machiavelic organisation was no sooner 
arranged, than Buonaparte hastened to take the 
command of the army of Italy. Always adroit in 
iTirowing a lustre over himself at the expence of 
the other generals, iu surrounding himself with 
every tiding that could aggrandize his reputation 
and multiply his triumphs^ he had formed his army 
of all th^ elect among the best and bravest heroes 
of France. 

It is not my purpose to enter, in this place> 
upon any military details, and if I mention the 
ever- celebrated day of Marengo, it is not because it 
decided the fate of Italy, but because it was here that 
Buonaparte first practised a new mode of fighting, 
)vhich he has since constantly followed, to which 
he gav'v, from that time, all possible encouragement? 
— it was there that he conceived the idea of those 
horrible and murderous tactics^ which rendered bat* 
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ties massacres, in which the art of the warrior Was 
no longer any thing ; tactics which occaaiooed 
rivers of hlood to flbw, and which were the pri- 
mary and principal sonrce of aU his succestes.' 

The First Consuh felt deeply of what impor- 
tance! this victory would be ; the fate of Italy^ and, 
perhaps, that of all his projects depended npoii it. 
The evening of the twenty-foarth df Kranrial^I saw 
the moment in which he.mancmwed for the purpose 
of avoiding a battle ; it was ^e first; and I thmk the 
only moment in which I ever saw htm hesitate on 
giving battle. Neverthdess some reports which he 
heard in the evening 'decided him. lu the night 
his dispositions were made ; at break of day the 
enemy, three lines in thickrtess, presented AA.tm* 
nien^e fi opt tons; he was surprised at^ ij^ Co4r 
Tiers were immediately dispatched to the divisiops 
of Lemonier and Desaix, with orders to come ou 
by fprced marches. .The conflict immeidiately 
began on both sides ; from six in th,^ mondog 
both foiight with equal determination and ^quai 
advantage, when the enemy contracted his front 
upon his centre, Buonaparte then ccimmitted.a 
fault which had nearly lost every thiag* . Instead 
t>f manoeuvring in mass i:^n the <^t)tre qfi t)\e 
enemy, he weakened his own centre to streogthea 
hi!) wings, with the intention of spf rounding thp 
Austrian army. The Austrian general perceivii^ 
this movf^ment, advanced rapidjy with M^. entire 
in msf^^ upoii the weetkened centre oJ^ th|p French } 
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th«se Kitteiv feNir id tiomber, could iiot tAxoA stgainst 
*tke triple 4rb of the eohimn and dispersed. The 
enen^ lost no ttiiie> and dtviding the Yictorioiis 
colnmn m two, liiade them niardi dtrdctly upon 
oarwiii|;», wfaoseemg tUe centra hi flight lollowed 
ifae exfaAifSe. Beittiier^ icbvered utith diBt and 
Jivmt, cbnie to innioimce dils te the Oonwl. It 
^raa fe vmn Aart lie orcfered att thb §operlar offictfrs 
to stop liie fik^itrro^ ibe Irfa^est Kvere led on by 
ilte liultittide ; all sebmed over, tlie. Fritfdch ar^ 
mies Irere on tfaevccge bf bding -brought to » 
d^eadful'sitanfe, when en a sodden a cloud 'of dust^ 
ticcblDpatiied with repeated arid confased criea^ 
MihOuAced tbe divisions of Letnooier and Desaixu 
:ABiM)ttUiftg eould te distifiguislied clearly amid the 
tlifet and- ildibe, tl^e Co9l«uUwlio, it tnust be ae- 
IffldWledg^clj ^pre^erved thronghoot the utmost 
'&hAV^U arid presenfi^e df mtnd> told me to go and 
)iif^'#%fat Ultras the tnfttUr. I had not gone hr 
liNftfbiPfe? ri^rned, and rtftdrAed immediatelf to inform 
kFiti:' ^ffft iMtMtly- put ki^^^if dt 'tb^ head of these 
ii'tiMr «omfetStets, Ahd f^tigi^A them in two close 
*oltal6ift;'kvhich were joined by all the fugitives ; a 
irffiss'^s thtis JTortnedtrapabl^ of terrifying anything* 
Whdt'add4d%till moffetothe stfet>gth of thephalanx 
^a,)ehftt, by a inagte itbic^h acts upon node but 
Fi*ik*hlfen, all Hdfd 'resfet^rrMid their enrage. The 
Hetftify, prdfftiitfg foy this entbii»iasm, rubbed iinpe- 
tiAHKly^ «kp6n 'the «lieniT, while the hMter, not 
litttfiHI^Iiltd^nile to form again in a mass, was oi> a 



sudden cru^hed^ almost ^ej^re his co^ld l^ve ttm* 
to kooiv whft wa& .p^^iog^ I 9ay lauit tbi^ b^n^jM^ 
I am a FTeochmaQ^ bvit J can assert with tmth 
that I saw groufjies C4?^prisii^g ppt more thfta from 
^Uty to fi^urscorc mW^va^ <a^l, wUbPot toepiijg any 
ranks, npon wh/ole battens pf the^ ej^qny, bjr^j^ip- 
iqg ^d disp/?rsing >tbiew withpqt their iwJking any 
resistance; so rapid hft4 been this mpvement, and 
^o comfilete was, their ti^Tfyr* ^eyer was a viptoxy 
decided in ^ short a jtinae : rarejy veretrpopf evgr 
seen sf cooipletely beaten. Ther» v^re not twp 
regimen.ts left entire? in the Aijistfian arnay.* 

France was, Jbtpwevfir deprived of ^,lierp^ 
Desaix received his death in the midst of hifi 
laurels, I was not near the ConsuJ when ha lediraed 
this sad ev£nt9fior do I kDow .whether be ipade 
use of the words ascribed to him* bnt if it be true 
that hpsaid> ^* Why.aui 1 not permitt^rtp weep!** 
H was &PQ1 a consoi^nsncas tbut the gift of teaijs 
wa9 pne with vrhich be was neyer blessed) .and 
that it was impossible for w tp do what is jfpr- 
biddeti by oar nature. ' 

Be this as it may, the event which decidefi 
this ever^^memorable day, was a ray of Ugbt to bim* 
Thlsipa^ of mw faliing on a sudden:uppn ,tb<^r 
aj>tagonist9d brpaj^ing and dispersing tbl^ip» ww it 
deUghiful ,|Hctaire to His hardened «puU be jcould 
notturii askie froni t^f c^OAteniplatipa of it. £01: a 
loi^ tjine he repeiited tp himself, when biS. yw 
alone, the last details i^if this nctian* ^^ It is iin* 
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galar ! — what ! all was lost— they close again, they 
throw themselves upon the enemy antf he is over- 
. thrown ! This action h worth all the contmetrta- 
ries of Caesar." In efffect the art of ftghting from 
this time took another form with him. It was no 
longer those judicious combinatioris, those stra- 
tagems of war, which, without shedding oceans* of 
blood, terminate the quarrels of kings ; manoeUTre* 
upon the field of battle Were now only made, to 
Watcb for the favourable morifient when he could 
pounce upon his prey and destroy it. If Buo- 
naparte had becfn to chuse between immolating 
two thdnsand of the enetoy with the loss of four 
liundred of his own men, or of mowing down 
twelve thousatid with the loss of fifteen thousand 
on bis owti side, we should have had to weep the 
death of fifteen thousand French. Thus all the 
success \<^hich he has siiice obtahied, never asto- 
nished me ; never did I say to the military of tny 
acquaintance on the cvie of a battle^ to-^morrow 
^you vnlljighty but ta-morrow %fmi will overwhelm. 

The convention which followed this bloody 
day gave both parties time to breathe. We re- 
turned to Milaii; the Consul's arrival- there was 
the signal for a change in the government- The 
ancient system was annihilated, and these people,, 
grown old nnder the laws of the house of Austria, 
saw themselves in a moment republicans, without 
toy wish of being so. Things had long be^n in a 
State of preparation for this event. Italy was 
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^covered with numerous emissaries of Baonaparte ; 
proclamations were daily circulated > for t^e pur-, 
pose of disseminatjng among the people that revo- 
lutionary contagion, in which intrigne, audacity,, 
and ambition edsily iind where>yithal to gmtify 
their passions. The success answered the hopes 
of the First Consul, and his warlike expjoit^ did 
not suffer by the revolutionary impulsie with \ybich 
he had endeavoured to inspire aU Italy. T^e 
Cisalpine Republic was organised; as in France, 
\o here^ hecpntrived to ma^e himself partisans all 
over the country ; the whole administratiop were 
infested with them. No one at that time suspected 
that he was then only spwing, in the hope of reaping 
infnture ; in the intent, that if his projects in France 
should fail, he i^ight for want of something better, 
l^ave recourse to Itajy. On his return to Paris, h© 
)vas absorbed i,n his principal project,' that of 
placing himself upon the thrpne of France. £veq. 
his daring spirit, however, could not but see the 
i^mmensity of the space which he had to overleap, 
but he was not therefore dismayed ; he only saw 
that all the T;esources of his geniqs must be put 
in action to attain this great end ; that evejy thing 
jvhich might divide his attention from yrithout^ 
would Qbstruct the progress of his schemes iq the 
interior. I^e derterminedl, therefore, to make 
peace with Austria, and a peace was signed at 
^uneville by his brother Joseph and M. CobentzeU 
jBut what a peace was that of Lnneville ! Ought 
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such a name to be given to a forced contract, all 
the elements of which were hostile to each other ? 
For the rest, it was what the two parties wished it 
fihdnid be. Austria only desired time to breathe, 
and repair her losses, that she might retnrn anew 
to the conflict ; and the immense projects of the 
itrst consul required a suspension ot arms. In 
Support of what I advance, I must cite an extract 
from the secret instjuctions given by Buonaparte 
to his]^brother, as his plenipotentiary at Lunevrlle ; 
'* tet your demands be high, they will be easily 
obtained. I am advised that Austria has no in- 
tention to observe the conditions of the treaty, she 
only wants to purchase a respite. She thinks to 
deceive me, yet she knows well that I am pretty 
resolute to have my own way. The interests of 
France will not allow that her hopes should be 
contracted." (Copied Jrom the ortginal.) This 
Specimen will suffice to shew with what kind of 
good faith he treated. Is it astonishing, that pur- 
suing such a system, Europe should groan under 
an eternal war ! 

Tranquil for a moment with regard to Ger- 
many, he soon turned his i)i;etended pacific views 
to the side of England. Proposals were made to 
the cabinet of St. James's, through the medinm 
of M. Otto, and a treaty of peace, called definitive, 
was signed at Amiens, the 4th of Germinal, in the 
yearX. A short time after a concordat was 
signed with the Pope. 



These difl^r^tit tijfeati^ of ^(hic\i th/p ^o^ 
«bart«s]ghted policy might ^^e th^ iQQppveaieDO^ 
4iod. watit of aalidUj^ y^f gained \\iif^ i^fi^^te credit; 
with the maltitade. Th^ tKninpefer^ {ff hi§ f^^ff^ 
were, above aU^ pnw^^ricd ia sonpdipg fOftU 
his praises : ta hear t}i$qi, it n^^i^l havf^ be^n ^^p? 
posed that he w^is ^ Qqd, ^ho iv^s io Iwiqg u^ 
back the happy ^ays flf the gplde^i ^g^. J|i^ 
people, a superficial rabble, ijjbq ^Iv^yf pry. pijt 
against tyranny when they have giv^ii thfip^ely^i 
a tyrant, sedaced by the acclamations they he^rd, 
thoaght they saw, in th^ir petr ^ua^ter, the man 
reserved by heaven to form their h^pp^i^M f^.M 
prosperity. 

Buonaparte, instructed in tbfi^p f?[Voi|raJ}lf 

4]ispositioifs tovt^ards him, lo^t no tim^ In t^)f|ng 

advantage qf thejp, tp advance we ^^ppfiarth^f 

tovards the sovereignty. The grpat bodies of thf 

State were assailed in every direptipq ; tl)ey w^ff 

couapojied of individuals who did npt 9\l precisely 

agree in sentiments ivith the First Con$u|. Sofpi^ 

persons of superficial capacities, though ^9f^ft 

«aen, seduced by the Iqstre of his exploits, we}rp 

ready to do every thing be wished ; pon^e, fa^vipg 

no fortunes but their ^mplo^rmeiUs, prQmis^4 ^^^\f 

votes on condition of being cpuitinued jp thefjr 

ofl[ic^« A small number of true republicani yff 

remained ; to 6ome, employments were giyp^> 

whidi carried them far from tim capital ; otii^fi 

wete bought over, and the few who we^re incor- 
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ruptible/ either retired, or coldly followed the 
torrent. The Jacobins still remained, and it was 
of importance to secure them ; a brilliant future, 
and great hopes, were the snares into which they 
were drawn. Buonaparte, well assured of the 
elasticity of his springs, delayed not a moment to 
put the machine in motion, and he was soon 
named Consul for life. This was making a gigantic 
stride towards the accomplishment of his designs, 
and he nojv no longer doubted of complete sue* 
cess. 

Mean time, his projects upon France did not 
turn him aside from those he had formed with 
respect to Italy. Among his papers were found 
the developement of his system ; there also is to be 
found the full conviction, that all his projects of fu* 
ture greatness, whatever they might be, would never 
be accomplished but at the expence of rivers of 
blood. If ever Bnonaparte did display any abilities, 
it was certainly during his consulate. His politics 
with regard to Italy undoubtedly display the cqn* 
snmmate, the able, and the ambitious politiciaii* 
If Prance had refused him the sceptre, his plan was 
to make that subservient to seizing on the tliroue 
of Italy. His brother Joseph, whom he had coQr 
demned to endure the shocks of ambition, was the 
only person then in the secret. When, after the 
victory of Marengo, the First Consul planned thef 
re-organization of the Cisalpine Republic, the idea 
was to put his brother at the head of this new 
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%kaH$. He. wrote to him upon the subject, aqc} 
reci9i ved the' following apswer. The language JielcJ 
in it by Joseph, is that of a truly honest man, who 
prefers the (weets of {Mrivate life to the storms in- 
separable from usiirpeil power. Would to heaven 
l;ie had always retained the same sentiments ! ^erp 
follows his answer to his brother. 

V Citizen Consul, 

ff I received your letter, dated the 3,rd of 
Messidor, and am grieved that I must be obliged to 
idecline the eminent station which your kindness 
condescends to offer me. You think too highly 
pf my abilities; I will confess freely, that I do not 
hy any means feel myself endowed with the qua- 
lities nece3sary for presiding over a people so tur- 
bulent as the Italians. Jealous of all their qeigh^ 
J>ours, but more particnlarly of tlje French, the 
Italians will never, but with impatience, behold 
me at the head of their government ; and all the 
>ve]ght which you havie in that country, will not 
save me from the GaUus cantat* Do not then^ 
Pitizen Consul, take offence at my refusal, and 
be|ieve that on any other occasion I shall not 
hesitatj^ a moment to render you any service in 
my power.". .^^ , • • 



The Consul, on receiving this letter, 3uffere4 
f An allusion made in full conclave to a Freocb Carding. 
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a movement of irritation to burst forth for a iimv. 
nient. He crumpled it up in his hands, and 
throwing it upon the chimney, said, ** He is in 
the right; he is a poor dreature; I addressed 
myself ill. — Gallus cantat. — ^The fool dees not 
know how applicable the answer was.** After 
walking some turns about the room, he added, 
^' It is over ; we must have patience !" — 'In eflfect, 
from that time the thing was never more thought 
of, nor at his return to Paris did he ever evince 
any resentment towards his brother. So much 
forliearance appeared at the time a problem to me ; 
I soon after received the solution. 

The principal citizens of the Cisalpine Re- 
pnblic received an order to repair to Lyons, where 
an extrprdinary consaltatiou was to be held, at 
which Buonaparte purposed himself to preside. 
One half of the members were sold to him, the 
otbeis trembled at what was to come. Yet what 
infernal genius then protected the First Consul? 
This epoch of his life almost tempts'us to believe 
jn fatalism. * It is with mildness, with amenity, 
and with great promises, that men, and more es- 
pecially Italians, a people jealous, captious, and 
always inimical to the French, are usually seduced* 
Bnt Buonaparte disdained these means of seduc- 
tion. Never were representatives cf atiy people 
treated with so much haughtiness, so much insula 
so much contempt, as messieurs the deputies sent 
to tljiis consnltation. 
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Some days before the general meeting was 
lieM, be assembled a great number of them at his 
house; probably those who, from their known 
abilrties, and the opinions they held, he was con» 
scions were the most to be feared. ** GentJemen/' 
said he, " since you were formed into a body for con- 
ducting the state affairs, I have received nothing 
but trouble and chagrin at your hands. You 
abound with intrigues, with wretches in the pay 
of Austria. I declare to you. Gentlemen, that 
this alternative alone remains, either you must be 
considered as a conquered country, and treated as 
such, or you must be independent. In the first 
case I shall know how to preserve my conquest ; 
in the second, the power which I have created, 
and of which I propose to make myself the chief, 
a thing I never should have thought of, had I 
found any one among you of sufficient weight, 
sufficiently firm, and, above all, sufficiently free 
from local prejudices for the situation :— that 
power I will protect, will make it respected every 
where. — I request you then. Gentlemen, to transmit 
to your colleagues this summary of my intentions, 
which have nothing in view but the happiness of 
your country. They will then have time to 
prepare their answers to the plans I shall have the 
honour of laying before them at the general 
ineeting.^' 

The whole audience appeai^ed thunderstruck 
with aitonishmcnt, which he perceiving, resumed 
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tbe discourse :— " Yoo appear surprised^ Gentle- 
men, but resume your confidence; the epoch is 
arrived which is to pluce you in the ftrstrank 
among the secondary powers of Europe. Every 
thing that precedes or follows this gr^at work 
ought to be impressed with the stamp of energy 
and firmness. It was not my intention to wound 
any one, and^ I flatter myself^ that for this yoa 
have given rhe full credit.*' 

These last palliatives did not produce all the 
effect h/5 expected. Som§ of the deputies retired 
fxtremely discontentedf This, however, made up 
alteration in his projects, and four days after he 
was named President of the Italian Republic^ for^- 
merly the Cisalpine Repqblfp. This important 
affair being terminated, his attention was next 
directed to Switzerland, which for some time held 
out against bis views. Troops were marched 
thitlier; and after a little slight skirmishing, forcQ 
(compelled justice to be silent, and all followed th^ 
course he prescribed, 

A short time before this, treaties had beeii 
concluded wish the Ottoman Porte, and the Dey 
of Algiers. The First Consul was then about tq 
resign himself wholly to the execution of his great 
design, when he had inforn^ation from the nu- 
merous spies eyery where dispersed, that the de- 
partments of the Lower Seine, and of the Eur^ 
and Oise, were not favourably disposed towards 
ydm; t)iat ijtia^y of tl^e qiost distinguished per^oi)^ 
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in the country contnbnted not a little to cherish 
this disaffection; that a journey into these parts 
was indispensable, and that above all things he 
must every where shew^ himself affable and po- 
pular. 

This advice was not neglected, and he soon after 
set out on a visit to the departments indicated, where 
he paid particular attention to the manufactures^ 
to the work-shops, to every branch 6f trade and 
commerce. Great promises, feeble encouragement, 
some kindness, and a sufficient quantity of charla- 
tanism, acquired him no less reputation than would 
have been derived from a victory- If there he any 
thing precious in the enthusiasm of the multitude, 
I will own that he may flatter himself with having 
excited that of these provinces. To give a speci* 
men : in one of the towns which he visited, I do 
not recollect the name, his carriage went over the 
body of a man, by trade a watchmaker. He was 
old and grievously hurt. The First Consul sent to 
inquire after him ; and the person charged with tlie 
commission brought the following quatrain from 
the dying man : 

Now may 1 8eek» resign^dt the shades below ; 
France^ the ino»t perfect gift to thee e*er sent 

l*ve seen*— the noblest prize the world could shew;— 
I've seen Napoleon, and I die contenl. 

** It is charming," he said, '* but I havo 
broke his thigh." This little anecdote is a proof 
that nothing is more easy than to seduce the vul- 
gar, and tjaat an able charlatan who combines 
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power AFith pliability, may always mould tbtm to 
his entire plcfasiue. . 

Oil bis retatn to Pam the First Coosul tbought 
that it was time to strike the graod stroke^ that of 
seizing on the Imperial dignity, and rendering itbo- 
jre^itary ia his family. But^ to his great astonish- 
xneni, he fuufid that obstacles were to be eticoao* 
tered >irhich he bad not foreseen, or rather which 
he beiieved -were no longer in existence* These 
emanated from the jacobins. One of the most dis- 
tinguished among them, whom he had -won oveis 
was d[iarged with sounding them upon this inn 
portant matter^ whhoot however suffering the 
thing to appear like a plan alrieady formed* The 
refn»rt he made was by no means Ststisfactory. 
/* How/* 8«id they, ^* would you have us place on 
the throne a man who will nev^r forget that we 
were the great enemies to monarchical power ?-^ 
he will never believe that snob a sacrifice of oar 
upiniens can be sincere. Always susipected by .the 
monarch it will be necessary always to keetp on our 
gnard against him. Buon^^patte, besides^ in his 
different correspondences with foreign powers has 
always aimed at convincing them that he was a 
stranger to the events which occasioned the down- 
fall of the throne. This distinction which he has 
ever sought to establish between the opinions of 
those days and his own, is an unanswerable proof 
that if the diadem be placed on his head, onr iiv^s 
aud ibitunes can no Uinger be in safety/' 
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The ipforraation thus acquired was remitted 

'wwi for word- to Baohaparte. ** I should nbt'have 

expected/* said he to his agent, " that meti whorA 

it was toiy pul^se hereafter to load with wealth 

and {i6iU>urs, wdt/M m decidedly Appose my ele*- 

vati6n»-«-Yoa ^fd TK>t,Hrope, let them tinderstand 

•that you we^e ia my confidence ?''-w*.*« Fear nothings. 

Citizen Cenwl, the oorirersation related to you is 

merely the abstract of what has been collected 

from sounding the nvinds of several among them/' 

Thisunexpeoted qofSositidn was extremely ad- 

\^r*e td ^e tprojects of Bnooafifavte. The ne«t' 

'day he' h«9d a long conference 'with Messieutis 

^CaisibaD^ris, C. . . . s, and F, . • .^. When th^y 

^riilfted 4ri9n he appckted >whoily Jost in tfaonghH- 

Caiiibaedr6s retuitned immediately, and tbty weth 

fdosttled together for some time. In about half an 

iyOWr Uter)r came into'thb drawing-room, whire they 

conversed awhile, and then went cot together*--^ 

The n«xt day Bnooaplu-te was much indisposed; 

iie kept his todm andwoufd liot see anyone except 

Im iirothfer Joseph, who came to him about nooin 

Tbiey dined together.; tbe eonversaition appeared 

!to be bairried on very earnestly. ** JTon^aint every 

tfaTtig'in dark colours," said Joseph, !^ upon trifling 

obstacles yon believfc all tost.'^*-'* My brother^ you 

'are mistaken, it is not so, ndthing is lost, biit we 

njast htver recourse to great means, for I do not 

see anyoverture that Vtan be made to tiieod. I have 

them sounded erery day^audin sdl directions/'***- 
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" Believe me they will cooie to at length, but tiiiw 
must be allowed/' The two brothers sepa;rated 
the best friends fx)s»ble. 

Things remained in this situation a fortnight ; 
it was an age to the First GoAsiil, and he was on 
the point of conBning his desire^ to beiagsovereigii 
of Italy, but wUhout any idea ^ to6cbi«g the do^ 
minion of Saint Peter ; thia^ plan wt» ably con- 
ceiyed« » t 

In the first place he began, nhder various pre* 
tences, to violate the timty of Luneville. He 
pressed the Emperor on the Rhine^ wbiie^ at the 
head of a nonverous army> he pushed fotwarde to 
the Tyrol, and carried the: war into the very heart 
of Geroaany* Relying: on his tactics, and- on tb^ 
nuimber and courage of the <s6ldiem be cditiwa'ndcd, 
success never appeared doubtful to him, and* from 
what I observed, he could not be cliaigdd .witb 
presuming too far. 

The Emperor of Austria, trembling far" 
his capital, solicited peaces and. it waa^eisily 
obtained; conditions were, even granted which, 
considering the circumstances, he had no right (o 
expect. An artnistice was first conclhded,. knd 
Frankfort on the Maine was afterwards fixed upon 
as the spot where they weie to treat for a solid 
and lasting peace. The plenipotentiary for France 
was already chosen, it was Buonaparte himself. 
'The two ambassadors met, the .Consul opened the 
-matter boldly at once, andiaid;-r 
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. . '^ France orestores to His Majesty the Emperor 
of Austria^ without any equivalent or any sabmly 
iFbatever, all the conquests sh^ has made since 
the commencement of the war in 1793, till the 
ratiScation of the present treaty, with the ex« 
xseption of those possessions in Italjy now com« 
prised Within the Italian Republic. 

*^ Napoleon Buonaparte, president of the ssud 
Italian republic, shall be declared and acknow- 
ledged sovereign of this territory, under the tide 
of King qf Lomhardy. 

^* His Majesty the Emperor of Austria engages 
to have him reco^ized as such by the electors 
who compose the Germanic body. The kingdom 
of Lomhardy shall be hereditary in the dynasty of 
Napoleon, confined to the male line only. The 
royal family of France, and the imperial family of 
Austria, are for ever excluded from the throne of 
Lomhardy. 

^^ Desirous of putting a period to the factions 
which desolate France, Louis Stanislaus Xavier^ 
brother of the last king, shall be recalled to the 
French throne. 

^* Napoleon, King of Lomhardy^ shall en« 
gage, if it be necessary, which he does not belieye, 
to support by force of arms^ aud with the power 
which France has confided to hifn^ the return of 
Louis XVIII to his states, and ip concert with 
His Majesty the Emperor of Germany to assist 

K 
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in streogtheDii^ him on the throne of. bis an* 
cestors.. 

^' His Mfyesty Louis XVIII shall eiigi^ on 
his side to acknowledge Napoleon Baonaparle as 
King of Lombardy^ and to employ his good offices 
with other powers to have him cecogniaaed as 
such. 

^* France shall remain in possessicm of Han- 
over till the conclQsion of peace. with England. 
This article is submittfed to the discretion of the 
King of France. 

^' AH. the states which have been invaded 
shall return under the dominion of their ancient 
masters, particularly Holland. 

'' The present treaty shall be submitted to 
the sanction of all the other powers of Europe 
without exception. 

^^ The belligerent powers shall not lay jdowa 
their arms till after the complete ratification of the 
present treaty." 

Let me now request the daily writers to ca^ 
an eye over this projected treaty, and see if they 
do not discover in it, the hand of a profound 
politician and of a man deeply amlntious. If a 
plan thus wisely conceived were carried into exe^ 
cution, all Europe would, at once, be restored to 
perfect tranquility.. He was sure of meeting with 
no obstacle.to it oa the part of foreign potentates. 
The balance, of power in JSurope was preserved^ 
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and, perhupS) more firmly consolidated by the es- 
t^Ufshm^nt of the kingdom of Lombardy, with 
tbe cdndttion that the Houses of France and Aus- 
tria were for (ever excluded from the succession to 
It; Holland and Prussia, in parti cu lar, wonld 
have seen with pleasure this growing static. The 
!Emperor of Germany would have been the only 
sufferer, this f readily acknowledge; but what 
was^ the position in which he stood at that time. 
Harassed by' twelve years of lostos and defeats, 
the French victorious in the very hfeart of his 
country, perhaps 'already in possession of his 
capital, all his dominions upon the Rhine» the 
Meuse, the Sambre, and the Mo&elle, in the hands 
of the enemy, his fine provinces of Brabant and 
Belgium irrecoverably lost ; — in snch a position, 
could he hesitate a moment to sacrifice his pos- 
sessions in Italy. Every thing was testored except 
th^se; to sacrifice them was, I own, mneh, but in 
the actual state of things the conditions of the 
treaty were more &votirable than he could rea- 
somUy expect ; nor mnst it be foigbtten that the 
provinces 'he yielded were not to contribute to<^ 
wards the aggrandi«ment of any other state« 
Reasons so powerful were suflicient to obviate all 
objections on his part. 

Letnis advert now to the article the most in* 

teitsting to France,: the most artfulfy conceived, 

and the most decisive for the personal. fortunes 

^ ioterests of Bucmaparte. I mean that 

K 2 



116 SBCR£T MEMOIRS Of 

which recalls Louis {XVIll to the throne af his 
ancestors. I shall not dilate npoa the cooa^- 
quences likely to result from such a stroke ; they 
were incalculable^ no less with regard to the in* 
terests of France and of all Europe, than of him 
who projected the plan. 

The Consul, in recalling to the throne the 
legitimate heir, suppressed bj a single stroke the 
party of those who had obstructed his own way 
to it. His vengeance was so mudh the more com- 
plete, since he became their sovereign, by deciding 
their downfall; his glory and his renown were 
fixed upon a foundation which nothing could 
destroy. Whatever were the parties which at that 
time divided France, Buonaparte, in issuing out 
his orders under the name of Lonis XVIII would 
have seen multitudes flock to his standard. The 
royalists both within and without the empire wouki 
have rushed to it with the utmost precipitation ; 
the republicans even, awakened from their dreainSf 
and who, never carrying their private views too 
far^ had confined themselves to the idea of serving 
their country*-*these men, among whom were 
many highly to be esteemed, would soon have united 
hand and heart with the king's friends. 

What a spectacle to Europe and to France, 
to see by the side of the conqueror of Italy^ a 
Pichegru and Moreau leading back into his States^ 
the lawful heir of the lawfal monarch! Peace, 
happiness^ glory^ riches, coiUmerce^ every, thlof 
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iP70uld have been regaiaed by her. Delightful 
picture! Wheu J found the materials which 
proved to me that it ought to have existed, the 
tinie was, alas ! past, that this was possible— ^n 
atrocious tirime had precluded its possibility. 

In the beginning of February, 1804, the chief 
of battalion Rosey, a person who had gained a 
footing about Mr. Drake, then minister from. 
Great Britain to the court of Stutgard, informed 
tfa€ First Consul, that the English ambassador 
carried on a clandestine intercourse in France, by 
tbe intervention of agents upon the right bank of 
the Rhine, as well at Weissemboorg as at Of- 
fenbourg ; the Baroness de Reich being a principal 
person among them. No time was lost; active 
and skilfal spies were immediately dispatched to 
the right bank of the Rhine, with orders to gain 
a footing among the different agents of the English 
government. The chief of battalion Rosey was 
secretly to assist them in fulfilling the ol^ects of 
their mission. On the 2d of March a letter was 
remitted to the First Consul from one of the spies 
who had insinuated himself into the society of the 
Baroness de Reich. — After many other things re- 
lative to the Baroness and those in her confidence, 
the letter concluded with the following unfortu- 
nate details : 

** On Tuesday evening I was at the Baronesses 
house, where a numerous company were assembled. 
I was playing at cards at the table with M. Stelau* 
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hensi when the military successes of the First 
Consul were warmly discussed. Some ascribed 
them to his great knowledge in the art of war, 
others boldly denied, this consequence, when a 
person of the company observed, that in order to 
judge the question fairly, every one . should be 
acquainted with the sentiments .which he bad heard 
delivered by a very great man, x>ne fully capable 
of forming a judgment in matters of this kind* 
^ The exploits of Buonaparte,! our orator con- 
tinned, * as this deep-judging observer, sidd to me* 
prove very little in favour of his military genius. I 
have long been in possession of the secret of has 
tactics, and of his successes. . He owes his 
triumphs only to the , little, value he. sets upon 
the lives of his soldiers.. So long as th&;otihe^ 
powers do not oppose to him a like system, they 
may be assured of defeats. Yes, gentlemeq, it. is 
by ihrowing whole battalions upon the swords of 
the enemy's cavalry, it is by taking no thought of 
the number c^ killed and wounded, that this pre- 
tended great captain has succeeded in sednciiig 
£.urope by the lustre of his victories/ Etery one 
was struqk with this harangue ; the n^me of the 
person who ,had given such an opinion M?as^ earr 
n^tly inqnired, but the haranguer was inflexible, 
and would not disclose it. 

*^ For the last quarter of an hour I had 
quitted the card-table; but I had never ceased to 
observe tny man accwftt^Jy;^ I wsw determined tjjat 
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he should not eseape me. We entered iuta coiy- 
versatioD, I expressed an earnest desire to knbw 
who it was that had given the opinion in question 
relative to the military genius of the -First Consul. 
He was not, however^ to be moved ; I perceived' 
that he was even disposed to be angry at my inor 
portonities ; to avoid suspicion^ therefore, I fbi^'- 
bore to nrge him farther. The next day I occa«- 
jned myself with endeavouring to learn who thb 
person was^ hot conld obtain no. satisfaction: 'the 
third day, however, 1 wa^ informed from good 
anthority, that he was no other than the Duke 
d'Enghien, who had, in fact, been three weeks at 
Etenhdm. This was to me a ray of light, and 
iroan some particulars I obtained, trifling- ones 
mdeedi I am very much mistaken if he was not 
kimself the author of the opinion which, he pre- 
tended to cite. As to the Baroness, de Reiofa^ her ' 
house is the focvs of intelligence with respect to 
the intrigues which the emissaries are carrying on 
HI France* Pellier wi41 give you a sketch of some 
other details. Those on the part of M— ^ and of 
JL-*- are on the blank- leaf which incloses the 
ethers ; the whole n^ujst be passed over, th^ hot 
ej^inder*!' 

This secret report made to Buonapactc^ pror- 
duced.on him an effi^t no le^ss hasty.thao terrible, 
liejslmt himself np in his private apartment, and 
iti i^n.hQnr after sent to seek for. General Miir^t» 
tbft gQvernOL of PwiSi^ Whto b^ arri^ed^J^Hf^ 
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saparte talked to. bim with some.jvarauh: the 
General seated himself at a deak, anc) took notes 
for a fall quarter of anhoar, after which hi^ retired. 
When the Fir$t Consnl was left alooe he went to 
the window ; there was a great deal of company 
in the garden. He retired to his closet» and sent 
-for his wife^ I know not what passed betweoi 
•thefli, but when she retired she looked pale^ and 
•Boonaparte said to her, '< What would yoa have ? 
—'tis the only means."— He paused, they turned 
back together towards the closet, but did not go 
in. ^^ Calm yourself/' said she to him.*^^' I am 
calm, perfectly calm, besides I have considered 
iover the matter thoroughly. Speak lower, ot.Ht 
us return.'' — ^' No, I am too much affiacted, I 
must quit yon. Ah, my friend^ I will Wjrke to 
•yoi;i-^in the. name of heaven let nothing be done 
hastily." The very same evening she went to 
<Malmaison, where I learnt that Cambac^^ paid 
her a visit the next day« 

Buonaparte in qnitting his wife returned to 
the window which looked on the garden. His 
countenance was more serene, hi&r filatures were 
shaded with a slight tint of joy. He was visited 
by several of the great dignitaries, and receivj^ 
-thejm all with mildness and tranquility. At eight 
o'dodk he wcDt to the theatre, where he "did not 
stay loBfr, for he returned by half past nine. 
sGetieral Bessiires came to him soon after ; he 
wished to speak to the First Consul respecting 
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some arm^ codtractors, -\f4io wamteid the consular 
aathority to be exeited for superseding the com- 
uiissary's rejection of some saddles and harness^ 
fhrnfshed to the artillery in the year twelve. 

" If/* said Buonaparte to Bessi^res, ** the 
commissary thought the saddles and harness bad, 
he did right to rgect them." — *' That is not the 
qoestion,*' said Bessi&res, it is mere malignity on 
the commissary's part ; the things are good, very 
good, add tfae eontriictors only desire to proTe it. 
They are honest people of my country^ and I in- 
terest myself for them. If their demands were not 
just, 1 should be the first to object to it." This 
defence of the contractors was uttered by Bessl^res 
with some warmth. Biioiia|iarte replied smiling, 
*^ Do not repeat the same to others, or it will be 
said that yoqrpro/i^^^,.asan indoceoientt to you to 
make their saddles pass, have presented you with 
a golden saddle." 

BeSsieres Waa about to reply, when the ge- 
nerals Jjmnes and Duroc arrived. The conver- 
sation soQO became general, and the Consul game 
his orders for a review on the 1 8th of Ventose. 
The next morning, among the different persons 
who. came to pay their respects to the First Consul, 
was the e&^jacobin whom he had won over aod 
^^S*g^d to sound his brethren on the subject of 
his being placed on the throne of Franceb *^ I wish 
to speak, with you," saidk the Consnli ^' kt the 
crowd pa^s." Wbw tb^y wei^ aloQo, Bu^naf^arie 
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took him by the jarm^ and thej walked together «p 
and down the room. I know not what had been 
objected by the other, but Buonaparte said^ ^^ I 
can easily convince you; and they went into his 
closet, . where they remained together some time. 
Cambac^rds was annonnoed ; he came directly 
from Malmaison, and remitted a letter to the 
Consul. It is« from my wife^^' he said takh^ the 
letter without opening lU ^' I know the con- 
tents ; but nothing that can be said wiH be of any 
avail; my '^determination is made; every thing 
requires it ; — yes, every thing requires it." Cam- 
bao^r^s was standing with his back to the fire ; he 
made no reply* They both went out ^ I rsBNUpked 
that the Consul had pot the letter into his breeches 
pocket. 

From this time till the l^th Veotose, (the 
10th of March,) secret oonfeliences were heldevery 
day in the Consul's private closet. Bnt'few per* 
sons were admitted ; and it was always the same. 
I was all eyes and ears ; but I could neither see 
or hear any thing. I was not the less assured 
• that some great stroke was in agitation. I was 
certain that every thing in the affair went accor- 
ding to Buonaparte's wishes^ and that it was a 
matter to which he attached very great importance. 
^ j^y* gloomy indeed, hot very decided, was evidmt 
in <ill his fsatures. 

In the night between the tetith Mid deveoth 
of |f«tt«h; th6<wvemor of Paris, the Geaeral of 
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Brigade HulHn, and a third officer whom I did 
not know^ were iiytrodoced into the Chief Consurs 
closet. In a quarter of an hoar Murat went.out^ 
kayingin his hand a sealed packet; I learned at 
his return, that thie /packet had been sent to the 
Minister of the Pofice ; Murat, Hullin, and the 
other o^eors retired soon , after. 

In about two hours. Madame Buonaparte re- 
turned from Malmaison. No sooner was her 
hushand informed of it than he collected a number 
of. papers together, and went to her. lie ordered 
lae'to look among the documents relative to the 
construction of the Pantheon, ^ and select what 
M. Viel, the architect has written upon the.subject* 
This order I tumed to my own profit. ; Some 
papers of very great importance were mingled with 
thmn; 'hilt nothing very. much. to. my purpose. A 
letter irom Madame Buonaparte to her husband, 
however, ciime .at length \sl my way, and solved in 
som^e.^rt the pc»'pleKiltes . I had been in, relative 
to tlie.eveats oftke last. few days. I had not time 
to take^a copy of it, J only ran it over/ If I was 
not led away by my partiality, it was a model of 
teoderMSS and. sound reasoning: she pleaded for 
the interest . and the., glory of her husband—she 
pleaded the qause.of a young Prince, whom she 
designated, by that title. Throughout the letter, 
however,. the qnes.tion seemed to be. that of detain* 
in^ the personjn a state prison. I shall give only 
me passage, which I retained in my memory, and 
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96ber\yards wrote dowfo in say tablets. ^^ If I were 
not fearful that this action wonid tarnish your 
^oryi be as^^ured that I would have preserved 
silence^ and not have given you the mortification 
of seeing roe in opposition to you." 

The knowledge acquired by the reading of 
this letter was an important thing to me ; but I 
was sttU ignorant who the Prince in qneition was 
and that was of no less importance. I did not then 
l^now of the &tal detail which the Consul had 
received from his spies on the right bank of the 
Rhine ; this did .not full into my bands until seven 
months after the catastrophe to which it led ; that 
is to say, three weeks before that, with several 
other papers relative to this tragical affair, were 
bnrned. 

I was in sueh a wiUferness^ that I did not 
think of endeavooring to divine who the vic^ 
tim was that was to be immured. How indeed 
should I have thought of the Duke d'Engtiien ? I 
knew that for three months he had been living at 
Etenheim; that before he went thither, he had 
requested the Elector of Baden to pennit his esta- 
blishing himself there, but that the Elector would 
not grant the permission without previously ac- 
qilainting Buonaparte; while he, from the good 
report made of the Duke by the j^lector, had 
acquiesced in his wishes. I knew still farther that 
M, Rosey, who was sent to watch the English 
ministers at Stutgard, was secretly charged with 
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keying his eye upon this Prince ; that in a lettcor 
dated thbfiOth of Jafiuarj^ 1804, he thus expressed 
bimself: 'VThe Duke d'£Dghien liws perfectly 
retired ; all that. I hear concerning him leads me 
to think he takes no conoern ia pohtieal events ; 
his habits arethose of a private man^whd has abao* 
doned all recollections." 

After such a report, coold 1 suspect that the 
prince was now in danger ?--^Ala$ ! it was not 
permitted me, to know it, till it was no kmger pns^ 
sible to save. him. Meantime, on the 1 1th of 
March, which answer^ to the SOth of Ventose, 
about eleven at night the same officer, who had 
sdtne days before accompanied the Generals Murat 
and Hnllin, was introduced into the GonsiiPs 
clesd: : the Consul was alone. The . officer re* 
mained with htm somewhat more than a quarter xif 
an hour, when he took his leave. Buonaparte's 
last words to him were*^*^ Above all, be diligent.'* 
The very same evemng 1 learnt that this man was 
General Ordener* 

FQor.or five days after, Madame Bnonapiute 
requested a few minutes audience of her husband. 
^' Let her come,*" he said aloud, ** but if it be on the 
ertand I presume, assure her that she will gain 
nothing/' Some moments after, she arrived ; the 
Consul received her at the- door of the apartment, 
which he would not shut, to prevent her speaking 
aloud. . She, however, shut it herself. Nothing^ 
therefore, was to be heard but a low murmur for 
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the space of about ten minutes. Josephine then 
retired ; her countenance was bathed with tears, 

. which she did not attempt to conceal/' Her hna- 
band told me to follow her to the aiitichamber, 
and to cone and tdl htm what ker women said. I 
remained thJ5i« half an hour. Madame Buona^- 

^ parte, after shedding some tears, had gcMie to bed. 
Her women aaid that shehad been aoKctttng a favour 
of her husband^ which he had refused. This con- 
fidence' was not of a natufe to be reported. to the 
First. Consul, and I only told him of the state in 
which I had left his wife.^-'^ It is het* fault/' sud 
he4iastily, and without appearing to reflect that he 
was speaking to me—*' the Duke has deserv^ed hie 
&te, and the universe cannot save him — I have 
told 'her so twenty times, and still she persists/' 
Then perceiving me there — '^ I know ttot what I 
say," he added, ** and that troubles 'me.'*' He 
looked at his wsilch. ^' I will go out in an hoary ' 
he said. He afterwards placed himself at the 
window, still talking aloud to himself ; but as his 
head was without the window, it was im|)Qcsible to 
understand atiy thing. 

Scarcely had I retired to my own room, when 
the ConsuPs 'words recurred to mym^nory* Who 
then, I thought within myself, is this Duke, whbm 
the universe cannot save ?— the unfortunate maa 
is doomed to perish. This is not the prince whose 
cause Josephine pleaded in the letter which J found 
some days ago. No, he was only to be detained 
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d'Enghien — there can be no doubt of it. My 
blood ran chill' in' my heart.— 1 endeavoured^ not- 
Wfthsftandi^g, to reject the idea — ^the crime ap- 
peared to me itofK^asibk. Could Buonaparte, who 
had so warmly disclaioied having had any siKire in 
the death of Louis XVI think of sacrifieing a 
descendant bf the great Condor — ^No, no, I am 
deceived. ' , . 

Alas! my undertainty was of no long. dufa«' 
tion* On the 19th of March a cosrier brought 
information' to the Consul, that the Duke d'Eng-* 
hien' was then within thiity-six leagues of Paris* 
In thcmornifng of the ncfxtday, another brought 
advice that the Prince would be at the barrier of 
Saiilt Marti^n^ at the latest^ about five o'clock in 
the afternoon. A courier was instantly dispatched 
to meet him, with orders that the carriage should 
go round by the walls, and that the Duke should 
be lodged in the castle of Vincennes. — Buona- 
parte^s aide^de<camp, was at the same time sent to 
the governor of Paris^ urith instructions imme- 
diately to summoiD a special council of war, con-* 
sisting of seven members, of which General 
Hullin was to be the president ; the said< council 
to assemble at ten o'clock in the evening at the 
casde of Vincennes, for the puif ose cif tryitfg a 
prisoner accused of conspiring against the safety oi* 
the ^tate, and the ffivwik of the First Consul. The 
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ttateci bf .the Duke d'E^ghiw wts not mcaAtioped io 
thete instructions. 

A larg^ company were assemble^ the same 
evening at the Thnilieries. Abopt two in the mor- 
ning a courier arrived from Vioo^ones, with a 
letter. for Buonapai^te, He went into, bis closet, 
where he remained a short time ; then calUng an 
aide-de*cainp9 he gave him a letter^ with orders to 
hasten to Vincennes, and not to return without an 
answer. He afterwards rejoined the companyj but 
whatever efforts he made, he could take no paft 
in the conversation. At five o'clock in the inor- 
niag thf) a«de«de-camp returned, and put a note 
into his hands; he brcdce the seal eagerly, and 
having read it, said aloud — '^ I have been troubled 
Iqpg enough— ^I /shall then hear of him no more*" 
Tbe.n^xt day it was known all over the chateau, that 
the Duke d'J&ighien had been diot that night at the 
castle of Vificennes. 

It is impossible to form an idea of the im* 
pression that the death of this prince made upon 
all who were usoaliy about Buonaparte. A gloomy 
and reserved air pervaded them all; there were 
even some who took so little pains to disguise their 
sentiments^ that he4MBrceived them : this wa^.par^ 
ticularly the case with M. C. • . • " Citizen mi- 
nister,'' . s^d the Co^sui to .him b^&re a nupiber of 
people, you, had better, I think, write down what 
yQn.haKe tp say, you will then be spared oral com-- 
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)»fliiii if half ii}ee9ai 6s be to your taste, tliis itthyC 
the age for you, crtiaen.*"^ (Giten w&ti^r ttortt.} 
Mi C. . • ; answered-^^^'^Thfre-arfe eiremmtkmses^ 
Citizen Consul, in whieh a mmi hs^ itot suffic^ieirt 
self command, to be capable of rendering bimtdf 
agfieabfo to etei^ body, yeli wiilioulf hanng the 
IbastwisAi te hurt any oae.^ Tim seene was not 
MttadeA wkh any ferther coBfeqwnce*. Bfloiia* 
parte, howefw^ peifeetty cotrrinoed that t&e de&tfr 
of Hve Duke d^£iighien bad* attenaied manypersott^ 
fron^ trim^ did all be eonM to efllree the ftnrpriessioti* 
His <:baracter, itatntafly severe and dbspotic^ be- 
came on a sDiMen more pliant and etigaging^ 
The» tWas the semem for asking* fevonrs ; whoeire* 
aolibfted Ofif, might almost depend upon net benig^ 
#efased. When force and power nnlte^ idt6 p*e^ 
sented tons under the mask of nHkine»» an«) aft*" 
bility, few are th^y who can Withstand tfccHi* 

In treating of this unfortunate aiRttr, justkei 
demands that I should correct an error intowhieb: 
the public havi^ fallen « It was not M* Armand 
Canlaincioart wh» directed the arrest of the 0uke 
d^Engfaien, he was unacqnainted^wrth the secret of 
. Cieneral Ordener*s mission. The lattef set onl At)ai 
I^ris on the 20th of Tentose, in the year XII. and 
it was not till the SIst of the same iftoAtb that tb» 
minister of war^ Berthier, gave orders to Mi Gao* 
laineoart to repair to Strasbourg, for tbepnrpost^ 
of ur^ng the eoastraefk>A of tlie floiiiki ^t8ethi«4 

L 
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to act against England^ He was also to concert 
ineavnres witk M. Meh^ for arresting the Baro^ 
ness de Reicb. This assertion is so moch the 
snore worthy of credit, b& I cannot, in many other 
respects, applaud thie proceedings oi the grand 
mujfer. 

The death of the young prince was soon for- 
gotten by a considerable part of those who bftd a1^ 
first been revolted at it. There were even found 
meroenaiy writers, who eonid pretend to justify 
the deed. Two principal causes which inftuenced 
Boooapairte on the occasion, were bis desire to 
conciliate the Jacobins, whom he feared, and the 
copversation above mentioned, which passed at the 
Ba^onesa de Reich's. This conversation, perhaps* 
falsely ascribed to the prince, wonnded the Consul's 
€mpuv jf^rcpre mortally. He could not endure the 
idea of being unmasked by a young man, wha 
might some day influence the other powers to; 
profit by his discovery, and the barbarian vowed 
his death. 

This crime gratified at once Buonaparte's 
thirst of vengeance, and his ambition. The blood 
of the illustrious victim raised an adamantine bar* 
rier between him and the Bourbons, but it conei^ 
liated the Jacobins, and removed the principal 
obstacle which barred his way to the throne, the 
great object of his desires. There were, however, 
i^till two men, whom he feared at least as much ^s^ 
the JacQbins { these wer$ Moreau and Pichf gr^ 
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The first ^ truly gi*eat captain, no less arable, tbah 
modest, cherished by the people and the artny, had 
a contenipt for the bombast of Buonaparte^ wWc^ 
he did not alw^ays sufficiently disguise. TheC(Jil- 
hui had placed about him two spies; who -w^re Con- 
stantly haunting him, and who brought a faitfafdl 
account to their employer of the general's mbsl in»- 
different actions. An authentic extract from one of 
their reports is subjoined. 

" We dined yesterday wfth Morean : the 
comjiany consisted of the general*^ brother, Fi«- 
ni^re, Valubert, Descordes, Laniartilli^rej and pi- 
chon. The conversation turned upon the French 
navy. Laraartilli^re said that he should never have 
the satisfaction of seeing us with a respectable one ; 
bow could it be indeed, since we had no such 
thing as an eminent seaman. ' It cannot lie ex- 
pected,' said Pichon, *all eyes are upon the land*' 
— ^ Where they do riot, however, see great things,' 
said Valubert good humou redly.'-—* Perhaps more 
' than you think,' said Morean; thiereare people 
' who assert that the Corsicans will in a short time 
' have a fine laugh against us'—* As how?'— H hat's 

* plain enough ; they will say France would 

* not leave us a KLing— we are more obliging to 
' them, we. give them anr Emperor.' Several jokes 
follQwed. this sally of the GeneraFs. . During the 
desert, Desbordes, in taking oflf the rind of an 
orange, squeezed some of the juice^ so that it 
sparkled into his eye. ' Aye, aye,' says he, * 1 

L 3 
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' ail^t liftve lieM well mwara that I shoutcl galnr 
** llotbii^bgFf>t^eMiiigi*^rce (le Corie*), — that it 
^ lionld •wen eccasiiHi aBiait^' This sally prodttoed 
Sg^Mtat lao^. ^ Oo iiot» however, go aiid say 
^ that: elMvrheiie/ added the General ; if the great 
^ Coi^can were te loioiir it, he wo»ld not hugh !*" 
:<wh WM thiM that General lif oreau had aatong 
(his intiflMtea men base enough to report to hh 
enemy every thing he said» every thing that passed 
iiit the inteiior of bis fiioiily. One of these 
wretches hsing aAerwavds attached to the army of 
f^aio, wa» hang^ by the inhahitantsof Saragossa^ 

Less perfidy would have safficed to exdte 
Buonaparte's utmost animosity against a man 
whose talents and reputation alwiays corroded hisir 
Croelly jealous, be was amcioos, above all throgs, 
that he should be removed wholly out itf the vny; 
hot he wished to unite his destruction with that of 
. another, whom he hated, if possibde, even more 
mortally, not only on aceountof his military ge-> 
' ntns, but still more for his invincibie aftadiment 
to<Ae>cause of Lotus XVIII. This was Pichegra. 

Skilful emissaries were sent hH^ £«gtand, 
tiim had orders to connect tbemselvea closely wit1> 
the Royalists in that country; to-pfrsnade them 
that Trancn waited only a signal to oppose the 
aanhition of Bnonapmrte^ who aimed at ascending 



^ThU !• s play upon wordi, tUorce signifies the find— 1» 
CoriV|1bs Certioiii. 
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the throne. In the interior of Fraocet muhitiidei 
of secret agMts of the poliee wene ditpendl in 
the houses of all people attached to the Kiiig*t 
party. These dangeroos men, determined camo* 
Jeons, could readily take the hues of all the pM^* 
tisJEins of the house of Bourbon. They soceeedtfrf m 
making them believe* that in every part of the ad^ 
asinistrationi and among all the constituted authonk 
lies of the State, there were a number of meareadf 
to oppose the projects of the usurper; but that 
all observed the strietest silence^ for want of a 
point of union. 

Some of the first persons in the State did 

^ot Mush to associate themselves with these spies 

of the police, and to support their impostons* 

This horrible combination was attended with the 

^sired success : the Royalists of the iDterior, di^ 

oeived as to the aptnal state of things, Mie^^^ 

that the favourable moment for the royi^ esasi 

was arrived. They wrote to this elect to tbnf 

friends abroad, who, deceived and deluded Ithi 

themselves, fell into the snare* The poKce on the 

coasts, &nd that of the interior^ htd ofdori to 

y^ink at th^ correspondences carrying on, fHQ^ 

f veo to lend their assistance in foiwarding thtflu 

This negtige^ce was earriod so fiir^ tfaa| it was 

some time before discovery could be made of the 

places where many of i)ie eonspirators lo^||et^ 

jsfter their arrival at Paris. 

^ichegru, who, from sobm u^fprtonatf cilw 
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comttaiicet* ,wm at variance wi^h Moreaa, bad 
however several inteivievs with his former com- 
panion in arms. Of this Buonaparte, was pub- 
licly advertised by a n>eoiber of the government, 
even befone it. was reported by his secret spies. 
At the receipt of the news he uttered an exclania- 
tioQ of delight, I contemplated him earnestly ; 
his lips attd the play of his eyeballs, exhibited a 
J^agh not to be described ; a laugh to inspire terror. 
In an hoar after^ the ^ news was officially an- 
Boanced to htm>*r-*^^ It is ail we want/' said be 
cpldly. It was indeed all he wanted for the de- 
fttrnotion of:his iUn^trious enemies. All proper 
orders were immediately given to Murat and the 
grand judge ; the runners of the police quitted 
the characters tbey had hitherto assumed ; some 
hecamft^m^ others accusers. Tbe sequel of this 
uphappy QfFnir is well known as to all its leading 
ftatores; but there are circumstances of which tbe 
public is still ignorant, ^nd which it js expedient 
^hey bbould know. 

To the jury alone properly belonged the right 
lOf judging the accused ; but this would not have 
aoswerud Ihe Consul's views ; juries could not; 
easily be seduced. The springs which must have 
'heen< set in motion for this purpose were too nu- 
irierous and too complicated, and great risks 
would have- been ineurred of suSering designs to 
appear, which it was necessary to conceal from 
the public. Judges wftfip, therefore, named to 
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f>Tonounce, in thk great caose, sentences whicH 
Suonaparte had already pronouneed.in'his closet. 
Hemart was appointed president of this tribonal. * 

As the time of trial drew near, BoonapartOi 
4K^fao could not betieve how mnch Morean was 
esteetned and belo^ ed by the soldiers and the 
f^eople, to pnt this matter to the proof, instructed 
the police to forbear restraining the public o|^lkiioit 
^f>^n the ^nbject. He ordered that every one 
«botild be allowed to speak his mind freely ; that 
the spies shonld only give an account of what they 
heard to the grand judge, who was to make his 
reports to the Consul. It fell to my lot to run 
over this mass of papers, the result of which was, 
notwithstanding the numberless contradictions they 
eontaiuedy that Buonaparte could not but feel 
Moreau to be a formidable enemy, alike from th6 
vast credit he had in the anny, and from the in* 
terest felt for him by the people. 

It will, pQrhaps, be supposed, that the attach* 
ment of the soldiers to their general gave the 
Consul more uneasiness than the interest with 
which he in$|Mred the multitude. By no means. 
All possible precautions had been taken to parry 
a gi-eat stroke meditated by the military; and, 
whatever m^y be said by persons who know noth* 
ing of the aflfaxr^ the details of which were al- 
ways a -secret, and long will be so, notwith- 
standing what has been said, it is a fact^ that on 
$he cay lefare Moreau was arrested^ the Consul 
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Wfp in pq^seation of every particttldr relative to 
t)v9 CQiupprncy fiwrmed io Im £ivouf by ilie mir 
litfuy. 

. Tl^ omsfdratcMra consisted of officers of all 
^UJokh to whom v^n «4ded « number of robaltem 
pjiicfpi ami soldiers, fiU sa^ and secret tneD^ iw 
vbose connge aq^ iotrepidity the firmest reliance 
jpight be pliiioec). It w»» ereo known that both 
iL9 permany and Italy,, secret ooteries, civil an4 
niilitary, were held for the purppse of GO*opera,ting» 
If necessary, with the French conspirators. Their 
pqly intention^ in the first iostsnce^ was, lacase 
pf^Morean's being condenpiAed to d^atb by. the 
jdd^e9» to carry him off by main fprce- It was 
pot as he was led to execution that he was to h« 
jeacnpdt as some one who knows nothing of th^^ 
;^tter> has recently asserted* bat at the momeii^ 
ti)43 sentence was pronounced ; and sueh ineasuieff 
were taken as almost to assure success. To pro? 
yi^nt suspicion the conspirators were only to be 
^fQied with pistols and daggers. The gend at mesii 
and the agents of the police in the interior of tho 
court of justjfre were in a monient to bo seizedt 
each by two men at least ; and^ in case of resists 
aince, their shontders were to be dislocated^ .if that 
cpnld be done* bnt this only in the ntn^oat e^^trer 
niity. WithQUt the courts the agents wfw %9 ha? 
ran^ue the peqple^ and ei[^age them to opposo« 
i^t^ Q^use (^ the General whom tih^y pitied the 
^rce that authority might ea^ploy «g»insi him* 
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Oiheriof tbe oonsfurators were to distribute them- 
nelwei aWottfae etreets and public places; and 
iotbe barracks were stationed officers ready to 
is^raagM tbe troops^ of wbose assistance they Mt 
tbeniaelTes asMfed. Two carriages were to be ia 
waiting; one at the Place Dauphine, and the 
otlaar at the New-Market* Fourscore saddle* 
hoxBCS, all ready accoatred, were to be scattered in 
different parts ; and t}ie uniforms prepared for the 
conspimtors were at five hundred paces from the 
court of JDStice* One of the most remarkable 
ttttBgs m the pldt was, die general order given to 
a^idi as much as ppsaible, introdacing the name 
of tito First Consul in the harangues made dnrif^ 
tbe execution of the project ; above all^ not to ir- 
ritate the people agnin^t the gox^ernment. T know 
iiDt what was the end proposed in these precaui* 
tions ; but tlus I know^ that they perplexed Bno* 
paparte very much, and gave him strong suspi- 
qions that some of the members of the govern* 
men t were no strangers to what was going for- 
wards : this I do not believe. 

The Consul lost no time, as soon as he was 
master oi these particulars, in impartiog them to 
pna of his a^inisters. ThisJatter inr|uired whether 
IQ'e^neral^ Moreaq had consented to the plan. ** On 
jthe •contrary,** replied the Consul, '^ I perceive by 
^ note fro^i Lajolai^, that he has given very vague 
fVad ambiguous answers upon the subject, and in 
fbe 1am SMtaace has nefused a Uankwith a signa* 
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tore.'' When Buonaparte came to the article re* 
f]iiiriDg the conspirators not to minglothe name of 
the First Consul with the cries inevitable upon 
toch occasions, not to irritate the people against 
the government, the minister was conscientioos aitd 
courageous enough to say, that he could see no- 
thing in the whole matter, except that the fate of 
Morean excited a very general interest. Lajolats's 
note, be observed, proved 'that nothing was in- 
iended against the Consul's person, and that the 
conspiratois had no idea of overturning the go* 
vernment. ** Well, what, is to be done,'^ said 
Buonaparte, struck, bat not irritated, at the mi- 
tiister's answer. The latter immedialdy replied — 
^.Nothing bnt to satisfy the Parisians, and all 
France, respecting the fate of General M oreau ; to 
make it known among the conspirators, especially 
among the military, that the General's life is in no 
<ianger, but carefully to avoid giving any hints 
that the existence of such a plot is suspected^" 
** This is all very well,'* said the Consul, '* bnt, 
perhaps, you will be surprised to hear, that the 
conspiracy has not been detected by the police, 
the details come from one of my secret agents in 
Germany. Do not ask me,** he added " to whom 
1 owe this important discovery; it was comninni- 
rated to my servant by a lady, who took advantage 
of my absence, piobubly to avoid rnnning any 
risk of being known. I have taken all possible 
pains to. trace, her. ont> or to detect the names of 
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some of the conspirators, bot . I hare not yet sue- 
tjeeded." 

V ^* How/' said the min'Ster, " this is nothing 
more, then, than an anonymous confidence.''—- 
The Consul internipted him, " I knew what you 
iironld say,^' said he. *' When first I received the 
iiitell^ence the same idea suggested itsetf to oie^ 
bot researches made by roy orders have assured mt 
tbtit sQch a plot reuUy does exist. It is neverthe- 
less expedient that at present nobody in FrancCt 
yourself excepted, should suppose me to be in the 
secret." The difficulty of this being concealed did 
sot dismay the Consul. The inferior agents of 
the police were kept in total ignorance upon the 
subject ; their orders not to controul the free cir« 
Ciulation of opinions were not countermanded; 
they had only additional directions given them to 
be- in readiness to repair any where that a disposir 
tlon to tun^ult might appear, and to ^ve all possi* 
ble assistance to the partisans of the government^ 
The superior agents were dispersed in those places 
which were deemed the most dangerous, bnt they 
were strictly ordered not to arrest any one within 
the conrt of jnstice, unless some very decided at'* 
tempt of the kind expected should be made. A 
military force was betides held in readiness in the 
environs of the court* . To all these precaotions 
tak^u in secret, Buonaparte added another, which, 
,as he had foreseen, produced a very powerful ef* 
feet. This was privately to cjircolate a report that 
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the life of Moreao wisi ip no danger. The con* 
spirators themselves, however, placed no confidesee 
in the report, and their purpose was no wa^ 
changed by it« 

If thU plot gave the Consnl soipe nneasinese, 
the measures taken to render it abortive satisQe4 
him as to the issue, till among the different ie- 
ports made by the agents of the pblice in his em* 
pIoy» one was remitted which almost changed tho 
lace of aflairs. It was so much the more remark* 
able, since it was not given in the constrained and 
ambiguous stile of a spy, who scarcely dares isi* 
part all be has witnessed, all he has beard, tl nn 
thus : ^* For two days I hai^c never been absent 
from the environs of the court of justice. Within 
and without every part is thronged with persons 
impatient to bear news of the trial It seems as if 
there were only one person inculpated, all tlie 
rest are totally forgotten. The name of General 
Moreau, fot so he is always called, never M^reau 
simply, is in every month ; the interest he inspires 
pervades every heart ; the earnest desire to see 
him acquitted is impressed on every countenaneCt 
I have contrived to steal in among several groupes ; 
they wci-e composed of all classes, from the creesas 
to the beggar ; every where I found the same sen* 
tinients. This interest for the accused is besidet 
greatly increased by the military. Mingled among 
the people, some speak of the General's mildness^ 
of his goodness ; others talk of his battles^ hi% 



celebrated Tetreat, his victories, a&d his ifiMKlcsty ; 

some even weep, — I saw a marshal of artillery 

weep lake a child* I went into the coffee-house of 

I^esmotilins, opposite the Court of Justice; I 

ib«nd there two officers of the cavalry, and three 

eitiaens drinking together at a table. I know not 

what they had been saying among themselves, 

but snddenly the oldest of the two officers rose 

from his seat^ and holding in hts right hand his 

empty glass which he had broke upon the table. 

' Heaven and earth/ he exclaimed, ' Moreaa ar« 

raigned at the bar! it is an abomination not tol^een* 

dured! let us go.' — The other officer retained him; 

two of the citizens joined the latter^observtng to the 

first officer that he might endaoger his own safety. 

' Who? me, arrest me? — I defy them. — Arrest 

me !— I would kill a dozen of them first I Look 

here,* — ^and so saying, he drew from his waistcoat 

podatt a pair of pistols; one of which was loaded. 

JVfier awliile his friends succeeded in calming him 

a little, when they called for more beer; hut they 

. drank it by. themselves ; be would not drink any 

snore. In a short time after, they all left the 

Coiee»hoose, and' went into the Court of Justice; 

wherCf mingMng among the crond^ I soon lost 

ai^t of them.'' 

The signature .of this iieport was so very ille- 
gihfe that I cannot tell whether it was Borde, 
£attri4 or Botniif bot it was, I think* one or 
o4^r.of time aames. Whoever was the author* 
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it must ht owned, notwithstanding the order h^ 
had receired to relate the exact truth, that he was 
very bold. I believe that the police, in similar 
circumstance^,' does not often receive similar re* 
ports. If, however, it was the intention of the 
reporter to interest the Consul in favour of the ac- 
cused, or if he expected to terrify htm by shew- 
ing what dangers would be incurred by sacrr- 
ficing Moreau, though he may deserve credit for 
his Intentions, he failed in hrs end ; the means he 
employed to save this great man were precisely 
those which accelerated his ruin, 

Buonaparte was alone when the packet sent by 
the Grand Judge was put into his hands. ** Read 
me the^e papers/* said lie, addressing himself tf> 
me. Several of them appearing to him verbose 
and insignificant, he made me lay them down one 
after the other, very soon after I had begun read- 
ing. Coming at length to that, the extract from 
which IS given above--^'* AhaT' said he, *• this is a^ 
very different matter; begin again." I obeyied— 
he was standing with his face towards me, holding 
his chin with his left hand, in an attitude of the 
deepest attention. When i had fitiished — ** Thkt 
is strong," he said, *^ is it trne ? — hut I doubt no 
longer. I desired that they would conceal nothiifg 
from me, I desired the literal truth. One person 
atone tells it me without evasion, and I ought io 
Believe him. I* am sure that he does not exaggie* 
rate, for he ktiows the danger of ^oingso^ itii^ 
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well, be performs his office duly, I thank the 
Jadge for not having kept, back th^ paper. • Pat \t 
in the portfolio, and write on the back Morewu'" 
Afterwar<U, speaking to himself, he addedr— ^^ Ah 
Moreau ! Madame Baonaparte told me truly, but 
coald one believe it?-~peop]e, soldiers, all — ^the 
t^ing is unprecedented* It is not, however, too 
late/' 

Messieurs Chaptal and Lefaran were now an-> 
Honnced ; he expected them and M. Fourcroy— the 
latter did not come*— I retired. The next day M* 
Fourcffoy caoie early; making excnses for .his omis* 
sion the evening before, saying that he had been 
iodisposedj nay, was so still. *^ We have finislie^ 
nothing/* said Buonaparte, '^ but there is no hurry. 
Well, tell me, this Moreau then makes a great 
i29J$e?'' — Yes, among the people of the suburbs, 
and in Qome of the guard-houses/'-*-^^ No, no, not 
merely that." — ^^* *Tis very true — you magnify oh* 
jects/* — " Magnify objects ! Give me that report," 
said he to me. '^ Here,*\.he continued, giving it to 
M. Fourcroy, ^'read, and tell me whether this fae 
not very, decisive.** M. Fourcroy having read the 
report, saidr-" Well, and what does this prove ?— - 
nothing but this, that a little reputation makes him 
more talked of than the rest ; in a few days they 
will talk of other things.**— ***yis not entirely 
thfits** said the Consul, ^* the afiair is of a more 
aerioiis nature, and I should do very ill not to guard" 
ngmnattheYesfdts/* 
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I had Ho doubt io my own niiid tlMit HfcN 
veaa's doom was sealed. Before the coiMtieace* 
^ent of the proceediiig8» die tribunal had beeit 
iDstructed to convict bim capkalty, that the Coo* 
$ol might have the eredit of grantiog him m |«r» 
don. If the consciences of the jodffes bad not 
revolted against these perfidiooa kisidoatMnfj if 
they had trusted to the generosity of Buonaparte, 
this tyrant would have made them aocompfices of 
an atrocious crime, Morean woaM have termhiaieil 
his career of glory under the axe of tk execu- 
tioner. Vainly did the Consul say to his wife-^ 
*^ In reserving to myself the power of granting his 
pardon, who shall say that this may not be thef 
means of uniting us. I can aasure you^ it rests 
only with him that it should be so.** In holding 
out these artful promises, he had, however, no 
other aim but to free himself from the intereessions 
which he daily received in favour of the illustrious 
accused. 

Madame) Buonaparte, in the mean time^ sent 
aecret information of the ConsuFs sentiments to 
the G^neraFs wife, engaging her to persuade bet 
husband, it possible, to make some ady«tte€9« 
Madame Moreau omitted no eHbrts to pravail upon 
him to bend to the drcnaistanees^ but prayers^ 
tear8» caresses, w«re alike unavailable, Moreau was 
inflexible. ^ My dearest^ said he to her, takii^ 
her haads^ ^' I love you tendcily, more even than 
lifeitself> but honour is still dearer tome; 'What 



y^n tsk ii imposuble, it wtald col^r «i #il% 

iufiuiiy," Madaane ACoreali fkinteil) be waaobligiad 

to call assistaiiM^ When reeovered^ slie renewed 

lier iotreatiesi aad the Gtaferal» to tranqulllire ht^ 

at lesgth promised to iTrite to the Fir«t Consul. 

Tfaifi te did the very nt at day. Bis letter is weU 

lcBOar»; ittvas to iteqtiire Uii9 obstrvaiice of oerteia 

fbrtau^ to which was added a sinopl^ yet oobfe deeift- 

ratkm of fairi itmooewe* The Graod Judge^s ansvei^ 

giwn by order of fiuonapartek is also w^ell kaowo; 

I an igaoraot by what mean* the Coiieui ho* 

4Dame acquainted with Madaese Moreau s inter etft- 

siona to her httsband^ hiit two days after he gave 

the whole d^xdl of the scene to the gqwenpr of 

Paris. Iliese diftrent reports, jmned to &e morital 

batred tdiieh he bore the Geimml, wduld wadonbt^ 

•diy have dcteitnined his being conttgoed to de- 

atnsctiot), if th6 tribunal^ seduced by the Gbnaol'e 

inaidioiis promises, had convicted him to the foil 

extent of the charges. This opinioti is atron^jr 

aispported by what follows. 

When ^e Consul wa& informed ^t the Gene* 

rai was conviciedi but not capitally, he coald not 

nstrain his anger oimI vexation. ^* Sooh timid 

Jmd mdecided jadge^" he a*i4 '' «r^ ^fa« r<dn 

of a conntry ; 1 had rather see bold prevaricators.*' 

For some days he was m a dreadful bamoUTj and 

^tm WHS not i^aended by another event wbiah, 

-occuraed* 

▲she wee gettsoK into hie onrsii^ ^f0to 

M 
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Saiht-Cload* a pafcket was put into hib band hf 
some obscare person. He took it/ and gave it to 
his brother Louis, who was in the carriage. I roost 
observe by the Way^ that never did prince display 
greater eagerness than Boonapsrte to read all pri- 
vate papers,' whether directly addressed to him, 
whether remitted to him secretly, or whether those 
which the ministers thonght proper to lay before 
him. This observation is a most complete proof 
that insensibility, despotism, and all the fory. of 
ambition, were deeply rooted in his heart, and that 
nothing conld possibly inspire him with pacific 
sentiments. A large volume might be made of 
papers secretly remitted to him. In some, wise 
and moderate measures were recommended, with* 
out any other apparent object but his .own 
personal glory and happiness ; these were whiit 
gave him the deepest' offence. Others analysed 
his conduct, and his moral and physical qnalities, 
reproaching him with bis faults, and with t fate little 
solidity there was in all his institutions; these 
were generally treated with a sarcastic smiJe, 
though sometimes they excited his anger. Others, 
not keeping within any bounds, loaded him with 
abiise and reproaches, finishing by predicting him 
a fate more terrible than that which he has expe* 
rienced ; these he affected to treat with a contempt 
which in his heart he did not feeL Yet I never 
could find that he endeavoured to pursue the wa^ 
thors df these things : it is tfue, that to know them 



,-s# 
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Was almost impossible, from the facility with which 
the multitdde cpuld approach hiniv and slide aBy 
thing into his'hutid* Perhaps a stronger reason 
wfas, thdt he woukl not render pubHc the cauaea 
which oceasioned the researches made ; it must also 
be 'Said, that considering the great contempt he 
shewed in most instances for the lires and. Uhertiea 
of men, he was, as to these private strictures^ pas* 
sably tiilerant. 

^ This digression, which was indispensable, has 
almost made me lose sight of the packet. pnt into 
his band as he was setting, out for Saint^Cloud. 
That very evening he opened it, apparently in a 
tnoment- of abstraction, when there were five or 
six persons present. It would be difficult to give 
ah adequate idea of the total change which took 
place in all his features, as be looked, over the 
papers. He could not go on ; he eodeavoured to 
shake off the impression made, and to join in the 
convemtion, but it was impossible* His emotion 
was ^ so evident, . that M. D-*e whispered niie-— 
^' There is something amiss^ we shall know it from 
you/'; .When the. company retired, the Consul 
again took up the packet. Its contents were word 
for word what follows : every syllable is faithfully 
copied from the original. 

'* CitizenConsul^ 
** In dedicating to yon the following trifle, the 
offspring of my love for the public good, and the 

MS 
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Uvety ktereft I take in your aii|;ust p#iwiif I hava 
no other view bat to oppose an impeBetrabk dyks 
to that tomnt of nmnaiirs and aceowtiom which 
an indiscreet^ blindt and partial public ^fjlares to 
Wt £dl on yoo and on the tribnnal wUdi had the 
eourage to condemn the giMMat captain of the 
age^ the illoatrioos Moiean^ to two years of i»pri- 
sonpoaent* 

^^ Citizen Consul, if I shall succeed in reeaUi&g 
the pnblie to more just sentiments towards you, if 
1 can convince them of the impartiality and still 
diord of the generosity of your oondnct in this af* 
•£itr, I think I shall, and I dare flatter myself, Ci- 
taaen Consul, yon wfll think the same*-I think I 
shall have accompli Aed a tery arduona task« It 
ihrill not be a less arduous one if I succeed in prov* 
ing that the tribunal has connlted nothing but the 
tftdatei of eotticience, and tiie laws of equity* 

'^ If yon condescend, Citiwn Cousuli to ho- 
nour my work with your protection^ and let it 
afaare the lustre of your fame^ I do iMrt doubt of 
the most complete success. I am of all the Freodi 
*your most obedient humble servant and sQb|eot« 

I^awer and WifHer^ 
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Jhea^tmsHou of th$ Smtmce pmrnmncid ^mut 
General Moreau, or irrafniaUe Proofs that ki 
was impartially ^justhfy andkgalfy condemmi. 

Two mat cumot cBlighteo tbe world at omcs, 
they would barn etch other. 

Dabby ^McmTgei, 

^' Did Moroan conspire against the Vint Cod<- 
snl r-^He did, and I will prove it. 

" Moreau, eminent for all the qualities which 
constitnte a great captain, had acquired a repute* 
tion in France, and in foreign countries, which 
eclipsed that of the Chief Consul, (first of^ 
Jhnce.) 

*^ Moreau, bom simple and liirodest) the enemy 
of charlatanism end vanity, passed by his conduct 
m eevere censure on the very opposite eonduet of 
the Chief Consul. (Sscfmd <^eMe.> 

^' Morsan, humane, full of sensibiUty and 
aminity towards his soldiers, was adored by them, 
while he saw only in his young but intrepid fel» 
lowms, precious blood, which ciould not be pre*- 
served too carefully to the country. 

^* Buonaparte, naturally severe, persuaded 
that in high dignities mildness and affiiblllty lead 
to contmpt, never smiled upon his soldiers but 
when he wanted to encrease their oounge, and 
paid BO regard to their lives if he had any object 
to attain, however useless it might be. Thence 
&e cold indiHefcnce of his troops towards him, 
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they having never considered him in any pthm 
light than as a severe master whom they must 
follow* 

*' Moreau would rather suffer two thousand 
Austriam and six pieces of canpon to escape him, 
than sacrifice foi^r thousand men to force the defile 
of Clistadt where the Germans were entrenched. 
Was qot this pusillanimous attention to his troops 
a tacit accusation brought against the first magi$T 
trate of the state» who in his campaigps in Italy, 
suflferered four regiments of Frenchmen tQ be cut 
to pieces, only to get possession of five pieqes^ of 
cannon, pight carriages, /some old mu^guets, an4 
three or four sutlers. 

*? What can Moreau answer to these facts 
which are kpown to ^11 the world ?TrNothing,-Tf 
unless that those two thousand Gerqaans whom he 
would not purchase by the sacrifice of fqur thou- 
sand French) surrendered themselves pri^ners the 
next day without a gun being fired* With him 
this was a matter scarcely meptionfsd : \yith the 
Yir9i Consul it would have been a splendid victory, 
and the public prints would have rebounded with 
the great talents which he bad displayed ip the af- 
fair. From five to six thousand men, it is true, 
would have bit the dust, but th^ livesof .so:mtany 
mep is a trivial consideration when the qnestion is 
to augment the fame of the Commander, and tot 
pake the country respected. 

« I'rpm al| the^ cjrqimst^nces it respl^ tljsf 
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Itfureau ^as 'CODspiced agmoat: the. First Consvli 
if not against hia life, at least « against the power 
wicii wfafich be has invested himaelf, and. agaiM 
the great designs which be meditatea. 

'^ It is a fact that General Moreau bjbis 
anagnanimity, his genius, his; mildness, his ma? 
desty^ his integrity, his diaintecestedness, has giyeOt 
and tdways will give, reason to onake.c/oqiipariaiQnt 
beween him and the First Consul, so moch^thf: 
inore injurions to the. latter as the.resiilt must be' 
to weaken the esteem and admiration which eisery 
Frenchman ought blindly- to have .fprthe supreme 
jchief of the state. (^ great pffhuce again.) 

*' Alorjean, gienerally esteemed, .cherished by 
the wlt^ole army, may prove a powerful obstacle in 
the way of tbe first Consvir$ high destinies, , and 
deprive France aodall Europe of seeing a little ci^ 
tizenof 4jAccio uppn the tl^rone of ffenry IV. Of 
lyhat a brilliant and terrible model will tbe ambi* 
tions then be deprived ! — ^Wliat a lesson will ))e 
Biiat^bed from tlie yfqrld !-T-What a sut^ect will be 
lost to^ history !-7»No, peopl.e of. the vniverv,.aQd 
1 shudder while 1 say it, no, you would then ne- 
ver have read the sentence, terribly sublim^*-r 
^ The French asfassiuated tbeir JC^ing, an^ noqp 
^^ among them dared tp. replace him; a Cprsican 
^ has surpassed them all in daring, aqd fiveTand* 
^ twenty millions tremble under his lfiw«* 

>' Weil, partiaans of the: victor of Hohenlioden* 
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«tlil b&v# you to flUige agaiMl these fkcts^r Ihfm 
tfMf tbeerH I obalteDge you to do it. Yoii have 
fMl^ itHMiQBreily I ifty |r«*t%f £Hr I wmUlcki 
you justice ; ya« an dieconteoiedt tot Mt facti« 
tM I yott bttve, I aay, gemly rattraiured at the een- 
tiMe promniiiced agaiivrt year fhYanrilie^-^A«d 
i0iKf ^^^Aeoanie yo» bdiaia that he vaa anraigReri 
mi deprived of hie liberty for having had two or 
0kT^ interviews with Pichegni aad Lajohaa.--*- 
Toa are in error. Tbesa interriewsy which haire 
nor been well proved, were nothing bat a pretence 
I& vgraish of>er greater crimes. These crinies I 
have expiaiBed, and I doubt not yon are persuaded, 
VkiB me, that they are of a nature to eatablish the 
most reprehensible culpability. I-t is tbiis^ indeed^ 
that the tfibunal haa judged them in the sight of 
Ciodand man. (Skrek^ another griewm^ ojfineg 
eamimttid by Oenerai Mwetm.} I merely alludb 
to this subject; the facts against llie culprit are al* 
fcady but too numerous and too heavy. 

^ If General Mbreau had net been< breogltt 
before the tribnuaf ; if he had not been chedced 
In his endeavours to stop the gigautie stridto ef the 
First Consul r SF, as might have been the^ case, dUe 
latter had beeu compelled te abandon his iiast prd- 
jeets> what then' wouM bare become of thatm«I- 
Mtude of people of all classes^ who Already hegih 
to fasten theasselves to* his ear and accoaqiaiiy kuiii 
hi hiaftght* Would autny among tbeflt:, devoid 
of genius^ destitute of resources^ having no recom- 
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HMMkHoM but m firdot of him% wsA a grent aptt- 
tndb t» beod^ he na^ lioiperiog' orer th» ocean of 
m driiciiitts fiitimiQr ^ Bat here I atop^^The atiyst 
of fotive cmnts terrifiea me, amA I have ne wteh 
t^ aggtavate the crihnet of tlM aecosed. It is mxf^ 
ficietti that 1 have demoMtrated and prored en« 
a mt m e a r M jy tba mjnttice of Ae nrarmnra raised 
os^inst the Fintt Consul, ami the tmparlialty of the 
tribuikai whidi loaded with irons the victot of Ho» 
benlioden.' 



It is easy to see that doe author of thi&pieee 

«iaa a most detmrimaed eoensy of the First Cbnaul 

oad his ambitiotit viewt» le doing jvstiee to the 

writer's piiociplsa I caaamt forbear blaflring tl» 

maimer in which be tnade them knowa to the man 

bj whom they m%ht be so cruelly pqnished. He 

never waa iHscoreredy that I kDOir«^bat he was the 

€iC€esieaief snsfidoafaUhig upon many inaocent 

pecsone^ who for eighty-six days langoished in fet^ 

t^fsv and who owed their lives ooly to their perse-* 

^ntor's total mability to fix upon them the least 

ipdicattdn of mahsvoieot mteatioas. Ifl^iese Me- 

aiosre shoulck oter fall iaio the Imada of this same 

^nsiter* he may he gratified witjb knowibgt if that 

la a satisfaefeioa ssiScioBt to countefbalanflo the 

miacimf be baa occasteoed, that he redaeedt for 

somemtantes, the moat k^pferions, 4ie most mi^ 

velsat mmr of bie age, to the most lamentable fttf^e 

imagiaabie* 
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By his order i had sbnt the windowtf thoogh 
but the inoaient before he had made me o^pen 
them. All on a sadden, forgetting that he was a 
man, that io the post he occnpied he ought to ex* 
pect hatred, opposition, vexation, and above alb 
that it was incnmbent on him to make himself r»^ 
speeted by those aronnd him*— all on a sadden, 
I say, I saw him become purple with rage, 
strike his knuckles hard, the one against the 
other, walk aboat with hasty steps, and break» 
at the risk of wounding hitnself, a globe of Cas- 
s)ni*s. To these terrible actions were joined threats 
and imprecations, till totally exhausted; bis limbs 
could support him no longer, and he sunk into a 
chair, with his two hands extended' over his lace. 
i contemplated him, tears moistened my eyelids-^ 
this I must own, though it may be made a re- 
proach to me. Alas ! who would not, like me, have 
wept to see one whose fate was at that moment the 
envy of so many other ambitious men, consigned 
over, as if he had been the lowest of his species, 
to the most horrible torments of anger. 

When somewhat calmed, he rose from his 
seat. His countenance was no longer purple, a 
yellowish hue had socceeded, drops of water hung i 
on his eye^lashes. ^* Give me a glass of water/' 
he said mildly.--^! brought him one, he drank it 
off at a draught. *^ You weep," he said-^^* yea 
arehappy-*it would soothe me — ^^I' have so many 
vexations?-thp8e people vei^ and torment inf^ I .^' 
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will no longer Ibe their victlin. Set tl|^ wiadows 

open/* He then aat down tranquilly to write 

hut in a moment after^ turning to me, said--* 

*^ You ha%'e seen— be secret, I entreat" Thit 

last word surprised me; 1 was not aconstomftd 

to it. But what gave me still stronger subject 

for i;eflection, was to see him pass so rapidly from 

a state of such violent agitation to a perfect calm. 

Twenty others, after snch a paroxysm, would have 

been obliged to keep their beds. 1 have always 

hence concluded that he must have bad a v^ 

$troDg constitution. 

J know not whether he confided this adven- 
ture the next day to D. • • • , who at that time^ 
was much in his intimacy; but I heard the latter 
$ay to him— ^** In your place I should have thrown 
the thing into the fire, and tLought no more about 
it"— '« It is very true/* said the Consul, ** but 
there are things, the impudence of which entirely 
unhinge me/' It is easy to guess, from the storm 
produced by this one circumstance alone, how 
much all that he had heard and saw must have 
increased his hatred to Moreau. Nevertheless, in 
hating him,^ he still relied npon his integrity and 
his horror at every kind of crime; nor did he 
helieve him capable of any attempt against 
his (the First Consul's) life. No one can 
letter appreciate this sentinaent than myself. 
The day after sentence, was pronounced oq 
Moreao, he said to me—" You know this man ?•* 



iitf 8£CEftT MKMMBi Or 

* Not peiBoaally^ bvt to judge from tfao fmUic 
opioion, he must be a man of merit**-*** The pub- 
lic are mere rabble^ and Moreau is wrong-headed. 
Whose fault is it that all is not fcH^otten-^mu&t 
we be always in motion !-*-Bot it is done~4eC him 
reflect/* As he was walking about all this time, I 
could catch only broken phrases, which I did net 
perfectly comprehend. 

A few days after, the senator F. . • • was, as 
I suspect, charged to make some proposals to 
Moreau, in order to bring about a reconciUatioo 
between him and the First Consul, but without 
its appearing that he was commissioned by the 
latter. Moreau was inflexible : ** My fate,** said 
he to those who urged it, ** is preferable to that 
of the usurper. It will not excite the anger of 
other nations, and by that will this unfortunate 
man be one day crushed.** 

When the illustrious prescript set out for the 
place of his exile, the officer charged with ac- 
companying him received long instructions from 
Marat: he was ordered to insinuate to Moreau ifl 
the course of his jonmey, that his fate was still 
not irrevocable. The officer even said, that he 
would take upon himself the risk of having a 
letter conveyed to the Emperor. •* 1 thank yoa,** 
he replied, '< but I know of no such dignity in 
France."— Thus, whatever Regnaud may say, if 
General Moreau ^would have made the slightest 
concession, he might soon have been one of tfas 



KAPOLSON BVQNAPJkRTB. 15f 

first dignitaries in the Statt. Thid» tweoty peisont 
know «s well as myself* 

Hie case was iMrt the same with Pichegru. 
Aldioiii^ lees celebrated than Moreau» and less 
beloved hy the people and the army* Buonapartr 
feared him mud^ more. For a long tiane he ha4 
▼owed the death of this illustrioas pattiwi of 
rpyalaly* He knew well that Pichqgru waa not a 
man to praetice any kiad ^ forbearaace; he feared 
his impetaaeity, his eloque^oei and his rare iatrer 
pidiij.**-Wfa»t rendered hinii besides, eictremely 
forinidaUe was, that he was in possession of 
important secrets relatiye to the Idth of Vende- 
umm and 18th of Pruetidor, with others, which 
de^ly concerned the First Consnl, and which if 
made public might injnre hios very mnch in the 
taiods of Ae French people* Pkhegm had beea 
ao imprudent as to say in England, that if at hm 
retarn to France be should find au opportniiity of 
apcakipgin public, he would namask the wretch 
who ga?e laws to the country, in a nuinner that 
ahonld make them all ready to stone himu Fro* 
positions like these, worse than indiscreet, were 
soon known to Buonaparte by means of two of his 
most famous spies, Messieurs M. • • • and M. . d. 
How much these two men are to be pitied^ if they 
feel da]][y but one twinge of remorse for every crime 
thc|y hare committed. 

It is not very surprising that Buonapartt, 
knowiqg these things^ and £ndiog himself rasster 
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of the person of so bitter an enemy, should r^sdlrci 
to remove bim oat of the way. He feared ses 
much the failing in this blow, that in the warrant 
issned for arresting Pichegni are the^e dreadfnl 
words— J/" he resist^ kill him. The importance 
of the confessions which he mi^t make, was of 
no weight against this cruel order; and if the 
conqueror of Holland had made the slightest re^ 
ststance, the prison of the Conciergerie wonld not 
hare been the theatre of an atrocious crime. 

Whilst Pichegru wasyonng in the service, he 
was quartered at Lyons, where be had became 
acquainted with Mademoiselle B. Unforeseen 
circumstances had then separated them, and the 
young lady was married to another; but Hymen 
does not always break the bonds of friendship, 
and the connexion still existed, though privately* 
Having become a widow, some time before the 
conspiracy in which Pichegru was implicated, the 
lady went to Paris, on that occasion, and solicited 
the grand judge for permission to see her friend; 
but this request was denied. 

She had no connexions or acqnaintance at 
Paris, and for reasons, of which I atn ignorant, 
she was unwilling to be known to Pichegru^s 
family, yet, though isolated in society, and 
nnprovided with references, this lady ventured 
to request an audience of the First Consul, 
without stating the object of her visit. She was 
* desired to attend: at the very first mentioHi 



liCiw^Ver, of Pieliegru*s name, Buonaparse knit his 
brows, and would not permit the snppKant to 
proceed. •* What can I do for you, madam?— 
What business have you to interpeddle in Piche*^ 
gra's affiiirs?-^Who are you l** — '* I am his friend," 
said she. '^ I do not solicit for him, I only ask 
permission to see him ; every where else it has 
been refused to me." •* The step you have taken 
is a very indiscreet one ; its consequences may be 
fktal.*-*I have weighed them. Yonr friend is a 
conspirator, and you know it." *' I knpw nothing,' 
replied the lady, " of his conspiring; -and it is 
merely to be certain of it, that I abk permission to 
ste him." 

*^ What then! you know nothing of his 
projects f ** 

*f Nothing! absolutely nothing. His return 
and his arrest were alike known to me at the same 
moment.** 

" Well then ! of what ii!^e would your inter- 
view be to you r" 

^* I would have the pleasure of seeing him, 
and of softening his sorrows for the moment. I 
wonld advise him to suit himself to present err* 
cumstances; to moderate the impetuosity of his 
disposition; and, in short, not to cause his own 
ruin.*' 

" You are, no donbt, well acquainted with 
the temper and feelings of your friend ; now, it you 
will dial' candidly with me^ yon must confess that 
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your hope ^ Mccess ia mch ad vioi is but aoialU* 
BumiApaFle was then sileiit far a few iiiDiiient8» tnit 
at leogth retired into hi$ cabinet, after telKng tbe 
lady to be seated. It was some time befare he re-* 
appeared, when he approached her wkh two aolai 
in bis haadt one of which was sealed, ani he laid 
me in a whisper to send it as directed ; it was to 
the grand judge. The lady, at once suspectiag tke 
purport of this proceeding, had the cowi^ to say 
to the First Consul : ^^ If yonr wirii is to secan 
my person, any measures for that purpose aoe un- 
necessary ; a carriage is waiting for me on tiie Ca- 
rousel : point out to me where I must go, and I 
shall then follow any person whom you Choose to 
entrust/'. 

*' Calm yourself, madam,'* said Buonaparte, 
•* nothing is intended against your liberty; on the 
contrary, 1 have requested the grand judge to re- 
lax, in your favour, the orders which lie has la- 
ceived. To-morrow he will send joa permis- 
sion to see your friend ; but I noW hold in asy ba&d 
a note, which, if you can prevail on hiia to niga 
it, will procure for you this favour trttf tiaie you 
wish to enjoy it. A compliance with this will not 
compromise your friend in any oaanner whatsoever; 
it is merely an act of justice which he will do to 
me, and the only tie on him shall be that he muft 
never speak of it again ; his silence in this respect 
shall always be the pledge of mine. Hear it,< asd 
you shall judge.-^* I, Pichegru, dechM that in tlie 



affair of tbe 13th of Veodemiairei in the yeAi^ foor. 
General Buonaparte behaved, as a brave soldier, 
and as a generoas citiun ; that hcf only did 
what any other person would ba,ve done in his si-* 
tiiHtion ; that if 1 have spoken otherwise of !(» 
•tvhether in Frtoce or in foreign countries, it was 
in consequence of my quarrels with him^ and the 
diflFerence df our opinions ; that nothing forces me 
to make this confession ; that I owd it to troth 
and the repose of my conscience ; and that, in fu- 
ture, every act of my life contrary to the present 
declaration shall be considered as nnll, and a? the 
efiect of a new resentment towards that general. 
Done at Strasborgh, this idth of Nivose^ year 
five/' 

' . The fair petitioner, doting the reading of thU 
document, turned pale; and in her looks might be 
xfead the little hopes that she entertained of being 
able to prevail on her friend to sign such a paper t 
nay^ the Consul himself, had he looked at her for 
au instant^ must have observed it : however, she 
was able at length to assume composure, and the 
desire of seeing Pichegru, of being perhaps able 
to save his life« made her for a moment forget 
the diflScolty which she would have in satisfying 
Buonaparte*s e.xpectations. 

'^ 1 accept the commission,"* said she. ^^Friend- 
ship sonietimes works miracles. 1 shall neglect 
nothing that may lead to success." 

. 'V in that case there is the nolet . I need not 
N 



tell yoo thM it must not be ceen by any other per- 
•on *wfaat8oe¥er. I mily liitit to yoo the ri^ yoit 
ran, from the sligliteet iodiscretioo in this respect. 
In 4oy case the pii|>er cannot faiirt ne: the writing 
.18 not mioe.^' 

He toU a falsehood-^it uras* his own haod- 
wridng. 

As soon as the lady was jone, he directed 
dilifereDt persons to be admitted, and I could neff 
help blaming the carelessness with which he cn- 
tmsted a stranger with a paper of such hnportance, 
fiarticularly as written by himself. Might not the 
fair friend of Pichegm make an improper nse of it ? 
^ight not the accused, himself, produce it in 
court ? What a proof then in favour of the meana 
which he proposed to employ to convince the tri« 
bunal and the public that Buonaparte was an ambi^ 
tious scoundrel, and the vilest of intriguers ! Ab^ 
how much I was then his dupe ! The Consul was 
not a man to let his prey thns escape him. Tbts 
lady, whose address be had not even taken, was 
arrested on her arrival at her lodgings, where two 
ggents of the police were waiting for her. lliey 
desired her to get into a can iage which was in rea* 
diness, into vsdiich they also fallowed her, accom- 
panied by another person of her own sex, who waa 
to be lier companion night and day. It mnst be 
confessed that the police, at that time, possesses! 
a most uncommon politeness and foresight. It 
is likewise true that, in the end^ this female com- 
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paritok tras kather troublesarae : that sh^e even at^ 
tett|)ted itnpeiiition, iti order to av^il hehielf bf 
that which the Udy did not choose to cornmunicatd 
In 4»hort, she took a great deal of trouble to trum^ 
tip a stoty fbr the fiiir friend bf Pichegroi telliD^ 
her that «he also was a victim to the persecutiorr df 
the goirefnaieht ; bat th^ latter, who was natarallf 
a IHtlehicredulotis, could not help alWay^ belieii^^ 
her to be th^ vfery humble servant of the jiolicei 
and ibf tliat rea^dn; she kept the utnfiost fesel-tne tb^ 
Wards her. Nevertheless, tliese Ittdies had hothibg 
to complain of ; they wel-e under bolts and bars, it 
is true, but that was not in a prisoii, only in a pHi 
vate house, in Riie de Vaugirard, which one df ihA 
members of the Commission of General Inspectidli 
chose to lend for (heir reception ; and where thA 
two apartments which they occupied had nothm^ 
to be complained of, except that they were per- 
fectly isolated, and had their windows strongly 
sectired with iron bars. 

The next morning two ^eat personages of thd 
Consular Inquisition came in two carriages to in* 
qufre for the prisoners ; and he who had the parti- 
cular charge of Picbegru^s fair friend, pretended 
to make some excuses to her, saying that partici!t« 
4ar circumstances obliged the government to de- 
prive her of her liberty for some days ; but that 
the regard due to her sex, and the very little she 
had to da with what jyrodUced these rigorous mea* 
tores, would tend much t6 soften her disagreeable 

N2 
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detention .^^It will be seen pretently bow I froN^ 
cpred these detaiU.—WhiUt this agent of police 
played the part aet down for him towards the real 
prisoner, who did not believe a single word that he 
said ; her companion played a kind of under-plot 
with the other algnasil, who pretended that he 
was come to feteh her also. '* Whal do yoo mean 
to do with meT said she, '' Where woold yoii 
lead me? What is my erimc ? Do yoo mean t0 
kill me } If so, I resign myself to my fate ; but 
for God's sake shorten the preparations. I have al'* 
ready Hiade all the confessions that can be expect- 
ed. I h^ve said to all those who would listen to me, 
and I now repeat it^ that the Bourbons are dear to 
me^ I shall preserve, even in the moment of deaths 
the most lively desire for their remounting the 
throne of their ancestors." 

Her tears then flowed in abundance; and, 
finally, she refused to follow her guide, who, 
having no doubt received directions bow to cob^ 
dact himself towards her, said, with a fe'rgnti 
severity, '* Madam, 1 have no excuses to make to 
you-~I have no explanations to give : follow me 
without noise or distnrbance, or I shall be obliged 
to employ force, a measere which 1 hope yon will 
tpare me.*' After some giimaces, she followed her 
guide, who was in fact her own husband. 

The fair friend of Pj^he^rn saw her go away 
without the slightest regret ; for she had not been 
for a siijigbi moment the dope of this farce: how 
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erer, she has assured roe* that any other pcrsoii 
might have been deceived, it was acted so much 
to the life. This agent of police^ who waited 
until the other carriage should be at some distance^ 
had not yet told his prisonier whither he was going 
to conduct her ; bat she qow ventured to ask him. 
^^ Madam,'^ said he, *^ you are now going to re* 
ceive a favour which man^ others have solicited in 
vain: lam going to conduct you to General Pi- 
chegru.** " Indeed r said she, ** the First Cou- 
snl had promised me that; but after what has 
taken place, I scarcely dared to hope for it*'—* 
" There are few men,** said the bjrpocritical in* 
former, " who so rigorously keep their ' word i^ 
when she followed him to the Canciergerie. There 
bhe waited for some time in a private room» when 
at length a person came to conduct her to the il- 
Jnstrious prisoner. 

, Before I proceed with the details of this inter* 
view, I must inform my readers that the statement 
which they have just read, w^s related to me by 
the lady herself, whom 1 had the pleasure of meet« 
ing at the house of my brother-in-law during 
Buonaparte's tour to Dijon.. My relative, who 
possessed her entire confidence, had often men- 
tioned to her my manner of speaking about the 
new Emperor, and we, therefore, soon entered into 
mutual conBdence. I then entreated her to give 
me some account of the unhappy affair in which 
•he liad performed so principal 'a part; but sne 



constantly refused, fearing to involve hetself by it. 
Her suspicions hart mtf and she perceived it: 
" Coipe then:" said sh?, *' if yqu. please^ let us dp 
justice to each other. Your brother has to^i me 
tbat y6a take notes of Boppa^rte^s cqndopt ; vhew 
Jtie $ome of l|hemf aud frpm yonr confidence iniue 
shall spring. I accepted her proposal,- giving her 
some of my m^morandnins; and nothing further 
W4S necessary tp obtain from h^r the detailed rer 
cital \vhich tljie reader l^as alreacjj pernsed ; to 
whi^h she also addefl e^iK accoupt of her interview 
with her unhappy friend. For this latter cooiT 
dential communicati,on I had no accasipn^ as Ihsd 
lUready copied the particulars of it ^rom the note^ 
o^ the shprt-hand writer, and of the people who 
w^r^ privately placed in order to hear the pro- 
ceedings. However, 1 was not sorry to have that 
recital confirmed by one of the principal parties ; 
but if the readier does not find in the fpllowing; 
j^ccoun.t all that connexion of which a feport is 
susceptible, he mnst not forget that it is a recital 
•CQpied after it had l^qen written down by people 
'\yho beard it all by means of comninnic^tions 
formed in the w^ls, or by oth^r modes. I am, 
indeed, ignorant^ of the ex^ct mode in which it 
WJ^^ taken down^ but. I have qhaflged. nothing of 
the recital^ ^yhich was^ done in.^ip&te, being taken 
wl)H?t the /c^nversatioi^ was. passing; aud !• shall 
ofliy S;^}], that it is probable that .fhe ^irst Consul 
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^liiaf: not a word sbiMilii he lostf oi whttteirer was 
said or done in this interview. — Let ns now read 
the account a» drawn up by ^e spies*. 

** Previous to the arrival of tfee lady, Piehc- 
gris waa walking in his apartment : he looked lor 
^ome time through the bars, and then sat down tor 
table as if with an intention of writing, having 
before him some blank paper^ and two or tfasee 
sheet's fiHed with notes. After a few minutes* reflec- 
tioii he began to write, and seemed pleased withliis 
performance^ which he read* over again at the end 
of every sentence. Snddenljy the key was heard 
muTing the lock, when he instantly rose^ rolled up 
his writings, and folded them in his erarat, 
vrhicb^ be pat ronnd' his neek. 

*^ His^ surprise was extremeon perceiving the- 
lady behind the turnkey ; but he recollected her at 
at once, and exclaimed-, * What ! you, madam^ in 
this place ! What God has given you the power 
pf coming to me ?' 

"The lady, unable to snstain her feelings, 
fainted I They were alone, for the doors had beea' 
again closed. Pichegm was on the point of calling" 
for assistance, \fhen the liady began to revive ; and 
no sooner had she recalled her scattered senses, 
than they threw themselves into each other's arms^ 
unable to articulatiB. Their emotions' were pr^> 
sdntly a little calmed. ' What then, dc]| I indeed 
•ee. you once miirer sh^ Mcl^med; ^ bottbis' 
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hjippioess 19 so greats th;»t I cb^re spaicdy b^e?e r 

*• VYet tell me," laid Pichegru> ■ wbo is it 
t\i»t has propnrcd for you the permission of visiting 
iqej a favour t)iat is refused to ^very ipdiyidual pf 
njy family?' 

** Can they i^ot pvprhear p? ?■ replied the 

My- 

** I believe not i the walls are thick ; how* 
cyer, let us go from the door. 

** * You ask me then,* sai^ the lady, * wbp , 
has obtained for mp permission to come here. 
My good friend, it is a favour which I have iq . 
yaj^ solicited from the grand judge/ 

" ' I believe it well : he ha? very strict orders, 
respecting i|^e ; ^sides, h<$ i|^ a hypocrite worthy 
of serving the master whom he fawns npon.- 

f* * Not knpwiqg what to 4o, yet wishing to 
see yop a|: any risky 1 ventured to depis^nd an au- 
dieppe of the First Consnl — 1 obtained it. Aftef , 
submittrpg to l^im my request, ^qd answering dif- 
ferent questions w|iich he put to me, I at lengtl^ ; 
received permission tP visit you/ 

^^ ^ It is imppssible, mc^d^m I The sqqpndnsl . 
kppws nothing of the feelipgsof friendship : therei 
^ust he promises, conditions, attached to thi« 
favour: he must be interested io it/ 

"* Speak lower/ rgoined the lady, * and | 
ytWl e^plam every thing to yon ; hqt first . tell m% 



wEl. y4>d do nothing to extricate yourself from 
Ibis unpleasant affair r* 

•• * Madam, it h not my disposition to re* 
tract my opinions; they are already well known; 
and whatever may be my fate, I shall always con* 
tend against that crafty qnack, who, for snch a' 
length of time, has caused so much misery, not 
only to my native country, but to all Europe.' 

'* M am not come,' she replied, 'tocomWt 
your opinions ; you know that I have always im- 
posed silence on myself in affairs of this nature ; 
but I come to ask you if you will not be prevailed 
upon to make some advances towards a rpconci-' 
liation with your enemy V 

« ^What, I? 

** ' Softly, softly, my dear Sir ; I propose 
nothing to you; I know your principles ; but at 
hast permit that friendship, even though almost 
certain of failnre, should point out to you some' 
expedients that may be useful/ 

** * Madam, there are none that can be so to 
me^ in the s^nse of which you speak. What ! I ! 
••HBhall I, in order to prolong for a few days an 
existence which must soon have an end— 'shall T, 
in one day, sully a whole life Which hitherto has 
passed without stain or reproach— shall f, in the 
fece of the whole World, go to implore thp mercy 
,of a treacherous villain, whom I have alrea<^ 
pointed out as the vilest and yet as the most dan* 
|pirous of ^he luunan race ? I ani fain to beli; ve. 
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xifj34afas^ t)ti&t yoQ still da me jusitioi^ that yo» 
do not yet suspect me to be capable of siicfa mst^ 
varthj c0ii<lKict, The lof^e whieh I bear towards 
ipy Goaetry^ lay ow,n bonpuri and my principlee^ 
have placed a waU of brass between: me and Biion 
naparte. He thu;st3 for my blood, aj»d him I 
personally aibbor. He knows it ; but he does QOJt 
know, that in ord^r- tpi sh<ed biood of wfai^h he ia. 
so desiroD^, he must< find out judges as well qnar 
liSed, for hangmen as^ bimAelf^ If amongst thir 
jpdges,^ or ihej gaol^st, oir tjle gu^^ds, amo9g^ tiiffi 
hearer^i present}, nay amongst his ow;ii sateliitesy. 
there shoqjd yet be some, remains of humanity,, 
some small particles of patriotism^ X -will answer 
for the success of my own cause, confident that 
his last hqar has knelled. ' See there', added he^ 
pulling^, off his neckcloth,, and displaying the pa*' 
per^ concealed in it>*^^ see, there 19 his sentencp; 
of death : tjbene i^ the mm total of his crimipsy of 
all the horrors which he has. committed, from; 
ihe siege of TqnJoa to this very day, whether 
in Italy or in. France* before the opea tribunab 
X will qnmask. the assassin : I wili musitejs qp all 
my powers,. I will triple my eloquemce ;. at my 
xoice, Frott^^ I|o;;he^ d'Enghien, and Klebert,. 
will rjse from their tombs ; the first of them wil^hr 
his throat ent, whilst trusting tohononr during a A 
i()t^r.yj^w; the ¥cand: poisoned ; tbeoexi asua^n 
sj9ated{;.a^d. the last ataj)bed with ai poiuand. 
AJ^ ti^f ^ei iUi^riffii%victiiQa> we «hail seejoineditii^t 
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ai^ 09 the Jtaliaq froptiers ; with ibeir cries shall 
\g iQi«gIed those Qf the French murdered upon 
t^e st^ps of St. I^oqhe. . I will then lei^l the au* 
^tory'into th^ auioerous dongoons^ not onlj in 
the capital bat throughout the realm. Can they 
look on without trembiing and slmidderiBgat the 
fatei of the crowd of ionoceat people whom the 
mon^r has: caused, to be there shut ep ^ No, 
n^adam^ such troths must always have a<i effect 
upon the people, and he who. can expose them with 
ei^rgy mvist be certain of triumph.'' 
, . /^ 'fiuit, sir,' iqt^rupt^d ahe, *can yon be* 
l^ife that tjiey yrXk njQtt ii^ppse silence upon you ? 
May wt Bmoeap^rte have foreseen your design, 
s^d giv^n orders in consequence V 

" * No ! he cannot kaow my fdaa : they have 
given me eight sheets of p»per for my defence, 
and these, it is true, I mnst account for, eit&er 
b^anV or wrritten 00 ; bat \ have been able to 
pipeure some from anothen qoarter.' 

** * Alas ! ^re yon not afraid that they will 
i^rip and seasrQh you>' 

<4 < I ba^ve alneady submitted to that i^pec* 
tios,; hat, at ail ^vents^. b^ne they rob mc of 
tSifi$e.papei:se they must talfe my life/ 

^\ Xetj sir, befbre having i^ooi^se to such 
^ngSWi^^S e^tr^mit^es^ v£ thene were>aiiy means ^" * 

*' ThjB Gen/eral. instantly rose up, and takings 

iJi^fldi of bb visit orrrr^ §top' my dterest 
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friend/ said he ; ' it is in vain for you to conceal* 
It ; you have something tO- communicate to me : 
they would never have permitted yon to penetrate 
into this place, except under certain conditions. 
They have left ns without witnesses, they have shut 
the dQor9 for fisar of disturbing us ; and in all this 
there is ^uch more than is necessary to convince 
me tjbat yon hare sometliing to disclose to me. 
Coucea) nothing from me, I pray you ; and whsiU 
ever tpay b^ the commission with which yon are 
cj^ATge^, I promise yon that I will pardon it." 

^* * Indeed, sir/ said the lady, ^ I must con- 
fess to you, that I have something important to 
cp^monicate; but first swear to me upon your 
honour, that you will, with calmness and without 
nitermption, hear'^ine explain myself; that yon 
will read the note which I am now about to put into 
yonr bands, and that yon will restpjre it to me whe?' 
tber signed or not.- 

. *^ n swear to you/ said Pichegru, ' upon my 
honour, all that you require of me, since yon 
Ifave me at liberty either to sign or decline it/ 

" Well, then, my good friend, 1 am myself a 
state jH^isoner. I ought iod^d to have expected it, 
whil&t solipiting pecmission to visit you : but this 
misfortune is well compensated ,by the pleasure 
which to-day I experience, I have at last ob- 
tained this extraordinary favour, solely npon the 
condition of delivering to you this note, and of 
PPB^mS 7 W tfj sign it. They depend much upon • 
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tty idBoenee with you, and upon oor loag estft>* 
blished friendship. I have promised them every 
thing, hot yet, my worthy friend, I AnW confine 
myself for this day to putting this writing int0 
your hands* I shall not add a single word, either 
in favour of or against it : so far iniitata ma, foi* so 
fiir you have promised/ 

^' Pichegru ^en took the nof% ran it over 
with a cHsdaiofiil smile, and restored it to her, 
adding, 'Ah! madam, what an addition this would 
))e to my justificatory address. It is his own writ- 
ing; it would be his death*blow; but friendship 
forbids me to keep it, for then I should destroy 
you.'—* And yourself also, sir, for they would pro* 
ceed to the greatest extremities, in order to take 
from yoQ such an important document.* 

«< 'The scoundrel ! he supposes me to be like 
himself* 

«' ' Your oath, sir— -I do not infringe mine.* * 

** * You are right ; but you, my dear friend^ 
you, deprived of liberty on my account — ^this is a 
nfivr misfortune that—' 

•V • Why call it a misfortune ? I am now one 
hundred leagues nearer to yoa. Do you reckon 
nothing upon that ?* 

** ' Generous woman ! But tell me, how are 
you to return him bis note ?' 

•• * 1 shall deliver it only to himself. What- 
ever may be his orders, I shall then have an op}H>r« 
tonity of speaking to him ; perhaps 1 may ob- 
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tain soiMtbi«ig->-th§ oc6ttsi<lti inay p^iliiips losplrft 
me/ 

•* * You krc rigbt-^hohour, coiirdge, hope-* 
that is my m6tt6/ 

•' • My Mwrthy fVJeni* >jai<l she, sqoeezirtghim 
ky the hand, * 1 quit yoir.*' Tears filled her eyes i 
they knocked at the door; it was opeh^d^ aiid they 
*eere separated.* 

^ Certified to he trne— D. B. V.'*' 

Ttie same inspector who had brought her to 
the Conciergerie, then rccondncted her to the pri** 
8<in in the Rue de Vangirard ; but a scene of a dif- 
ferent natnre there awaited her : she found there 
her pretended companion in misfortone. 

** Ah ! madam," said she to her, mtMhg into 
tears, '• how much have you to complain of, if you 
have been toitured as I have been. The wretches? 
I have made all the conftssions that they wished 
for : their barbarity was not ei^en then satisfied ; 
they required me to compromise the characters of 
people of honour, whom I onty know to be faith*^ 
ful servants to their monarch. No, madam, 1 pre* 
ferred death to ignominy ; hut yon complain notj 
madam. I see how it is, you have some suspicioM 
of me, which may perhaps be justified by the hor- 
rible machinations which the present government 
puts in force, in order to destroy a nuriiber of 
worthy people. You do not, however, do lAd 
justice, and yqu deprive me of a very sweet ^teii- 
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miTC^ that of pouring oat my sorrows into the bosom 
of a tmc fiiend^ and of receiving her consolation iti 
return." 

The fair friend of Pichegrn, whom this farce 
began to lire, said to her drily — " My sorrows, 
anadam^ are Qot of a nature to be shared by others ; 
as to yonr's, I do not seek to enquire into them." 
In short, she ffetired into the chamber which had 
been appointed for her; and it is probable that th^ 
political actress wrote to her employers, that she 
could be of no nse on this post, for the next morning 
some people came to enquire for her, under pretence 
of changing her place of confinement. This anec- 
dote is a valuable lesson to those, whether male or 
female, whom misfortune may conduct into a state 
prison. It proves to them how careful they should 
be in the connexions which they may form, and 
how resolute they ought to be in all matters of 
confidence. 

The morning after the interview with Piche- 
grn, S. and D. came in a carriage to enquire for 
this lady, and conducted her to St. Cloud. There 
she was introduced to the Consul. 1 shall now 
describe this scene, from the details which she gave^ 
me at Dijon, for I was not present at it, being then 
with Messrs. at the Thuilleiies. 

Scarcely had the lady entered, when the Con- 
sul «aid to her, with a sardonic grin — ^' Well, 
madath, has your friend paid for the loss of your 
liberty by any complaisance? Has fiiendship 
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worked miracle^ ?** — ^But there appeared in tlwse' 
two qnestions a tone of insult .and contempt, 
so marked^ that the nnhappy lady was struck 
dumb. 

** How T' ^added he« in the most cruel mannef^ 
** you do not answer mts Bat come^ I see it all ; 
fon have no good news to give me* Calm yoor;* 
lelf ; your friend has never been too fend of giving 
me pleasure ; it is really a misfortune for him. In 
short, what has he said to you t Conceal nothings 
from me> 1 am accustomed to his praises.** 

She could only answer by putting the note 
into his hand, which he threw upon the bqreau 
without taking the trouble of opening it. It was 
then^ forgetting what he owed to his rank^ and the 
respect due to misfortune, that he b^n most 
cruelly to insult Pichegru's fair advocate. ** If iu 
your youth,*' said he> *• you have had more, power 
over the heart of your friend^ I doubt much if he 
was worth all that chagrin which he has brought 
on you at the present day. There are, however, 
some men whose ingratitude surpasses belief— bat I 
forgot to ask whether yon have pleaded my cause 
well ; or, rather, his and your own ? What now ! 
you are petrified ! Can this man have cut you 9 
Perhaps another time you will be more fortunate, 
and he will court yon." 

Deeply moved by the sarcasms of the First 
Consul, she sighed for the moment when she might 
give a free vent to her tears. Seeing no person 
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follow her> she belieyefl herself at liberty ; bat this 
bppe was soon destroyed^ for scarcely had she 
entered the first court, when . her rascally guide 
came with honeyed worda to otkr her his arm, and 
the sight of him made such an impression npoi;! her 
for the moment, that she cpuld not restrain herself 
from, uttering a shriek of terror. The hypocrite 
endeavonred to calm her fears, but she did not listen 
to biin* As soon as she was seated in the carriage^ 
she gave herself up entirely to her grief, and her 
tears flowed in abundance. A new and double sub- 
ject of terror now augmented her alarm: whi- 
ther^^could they now be taking her, and what were 
they vgQing to do with her ? However, when they 
arrived at Paris, she saw them turn down the road 
of the Boulevards^ then that of Rue de Vaugirard, 
and she now became a little more tranquil. On 
enterjlng the prison she saw a new face ; it was 
that of a woman about thirty years of age, who was 
appointed to ; attend upon her. This person was 
kind, gentle, and simple in her manner, so that 
during the forty-seven days which Pichegru's fair 
friend spent in this prison, she had nothing to do 
bnt approve of her chambermaid, who is now with 
her at Puy-en-Velay, for this lady, on leaving the 
prison of La Force, sometime afterwards, where, 
during thirteen months, she had suffered solitary 
confinement under another name, caused this 
perspn to be enquired for, and took her into the 
conptry. 
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the-aflbir of d'Enghien^ but M. replied that it wai 
a diftrent matter : that the death of the Duke 
d*£nghien was a military execution, after a regular 
fortn of judgmenti and put in force by a platoon 
under the -tommand of an officer ; adding that a 
wHbtle poison appeared to him the most oonfeideot 
•mode in the present business. 

The First Consul hitherto had paid no atten- 
tion tt> the <roliiTersation : he walked about in a 
reverie, but at last, tnrningtowardsthem, he said 
-~^^ Enquire no further — Pichegru shall be stran* 
gled to-night, and I have found people to pot it 
into execution ; I give yon a wedc to guess who.'' 
As soon as they confessed that they knew not 
on whom to fix—"* Well then,'* said he, ** I sbaH 
^epd^four of my Mamelofces. I have s^verftl 
among ihem who do not speak a word of French'^ 
'besides, I- well know how to ensure their silence :^ 
the two unworthy flatterers immediately applauded 
the ingenious cruelty of the Consul. 

That very night, at one o'clock, fourrobost 
'Mamelukes, at Whose' head were four officers of 
the high police, wcfTe introduced with the utmost 
secrecy into the interior of the Conciergerie^ where 
care had been taken to remove from the pBsoe of 
this horrible execution every person who oeuhi 
have heard the noise of it, whilst the assassins in 
chief were placed in the leading passages in order to 
^waitthe result* * . ♦ 

Scarcely was the door of Pichegrn's diingoon 
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cf^ened, than the four Masoelukes, half drunky 
threw themselves upon the unfortaoate Genend* 
He slept in his drawers, and had risen at thei noise 
of the bolts. Ronnd his left diigh was the cravat 
which contained his precious papers. Although 
sarprised by his assassins, yet he struggled, and 
they all fell togedier, so that tbey had the utmost 
difficulty in passing the fatal noose ; bnt their 
victim scarcely uttered a cry before these rascals 
succeeded in strangling him. 

The principals now came m, and, finding him 
dead, threw his corpse upon the bed^ where they 
stripped it of the neckcloth in which the papers 
were concealed, and made a strict search in all 
parts. This being done, they twisted the. neck- 
cloth, and passed it round the neck of the unfor- 
tunate Pichegru, tightening it with part of a.chair* 
that it might appear as if the unhappy man had 
committed suicide. 

The next morning the turnkey, who was not 
in the secret, was terrified at finding the General 
strangled upon his bed, and immediately ran to 
inform the gaoler, who feigned the utmost surprise, 
and instantly went to give informsUiou to those 
who were as well acquainted with the matter as 
himself. The event was then announced by apro- 
cis-verbaly which had been drawn up before 
hand at the secret conference ^ and on the same 
day all Paris read in the newspapers that General 
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Pichegru had strangled himself in prison^ by means 
of his neckcloth. 

Thus closed the career of the conqueror of 
Holland. Four pitiful AiVrcans thus cut short 
the days of a man, whose courage and genius 
might have been of inestimable service to France, 
and to his rightful monarch. I know not if what 
was told me by my friend Monsieur de L . . . . is 
true : but he assured me that these four Mame- 
lukes were actually shot the very succeeding nighty 
on the plain of Grenelle. I learnt only, in addi- 
tion to this, from a lieutenant of the company, that 
eight days afterwards seven men were missing ; 
hut he knew nothing more of it, aiid did not judge 
it prudent to make any further enquiries. 

In the meantinie Buonaparte, now certain 
that his dangerous enemy was no more, appeared 
much more tranquil ; but still he could not conceal 
his displeasure against those who drew up the 
procks verbal. " Your agents,** said he to D. • • . , 
*^ must be most stupid and ignoi^nt fellows! 
The very manner in which they described the 
suicide was itself a proof of its being impossible. 
Who will believe that a man" could twist a neck- 
cloth in such away round his own neck,' and 
strangle himself? Is it not clear that as soon as 
the ligature pressed on the jugular vein, the indi- 
vidual himself could no longer hold rt there, so as 
to complete his own destruction ? Would it not 
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have been more simple and more probable to have 
pablished that he had hanged himself in prison ? 
If this nnlocky mistake, however, should be the 
effect of spite or ill-will, you may depend upon i% 
that I shall soon find it out/' 

Whatever his projects might now have been, 
there- was nobody to oppose him. Moreau had 
gone for America ; Pichegru was no longer in 
existence ; the royalists were every day led to the 
scaffold^ aqd the blood of the Duke d'Enghien, 
now shed, had the effect of drawing all the jaco- 
bins round the ambitions Consul. Most of the 
foreign courts felt the necessity of repose, and 
merely waited for the decision upon the proc^ 
i^ainst Moreau, before they declared in favoui; of 
the new Emperor, and to acknowledge him by that 
title. In all the cabinets there were ministers bribed 
to support the cause of the First Consul. Prussia, 
alone cost him thirty millions; and it is certain 
that it was this .craving venality of the Prussian 
cabinet which was the principal cause of the hatred 
that he bore towards that unfortunate kingdom, so 
that some years . afterwards he loaded it with the 
most vexatious expressions. The ministers at Ber* 
lio, I confess^ possessed a degree of rigour and 
harshness without example. 

The Consul was extremely angry at their pro- 
ceedings, but that was not the proper time to make 
a noise about it : yet if the correspondence with his 
ambassador had beep intercepted, the King of 
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Prussia wonld easily have discovered the sentiments 
of the new Emperor with respect to him. 

On the 14th Germinal of the year XII, he 
wrdte* thas to his ambassador : *' You shall receive 
a torrent of gold ; soak these sponges as much as 
possible, but be assareci that they will prepare for 
me a future pleasure of the sweetest kind-^that of 
shewing them that I have a good memory.** 

On the 12th Floreal, his secretary* composed 
for him the speech which he made at the secret 
committee that took place at St. Cloud on the 17th 
of the same month. This committee consisted of 
only forty-three persons, selected from the first 
bodies of the state, but principally from the se- 
nate ; and amongst them his own secret emissaries 
had been slily slipped in^ for the purpose of 
^ving a proper direction to the proceedings. The 
Consul having taken eight days to prepare himself 
adequately for the occasion^ then delivered the fol« 
lowing speech in the most humble tone : 

''Gentlemen, 
*' In thus assembling you round me, I have 
no other views than to give you timely notice of 
an event whose consequences cannot fail to insure 
the glory, the tranquillity, and the happiness of 
our country. For this long time pastj not only the 
capital^ but also the departments, have been busily 
occupied in presenting me with a heap of addresses, 
in all of which a wish is very strongly expressed of 
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seeing the goveminent centralized in oi>e single 
Ismily. 

*' If we are to credit these addresses, then a 
single chief, elected according to the constilation 
of the republic, and agreeable to the will of the 
French people, on their being consulted, a single 
chief, to whom all the other authorities might 
attach themselves, would break for ever the point of 
aim to which the ambitious look, would annihilate 
all culpable hopes, and would give not only more 
certain stability to the State itself, but Also a 
-stronger pledge to foreign courts. 

^^ The good opinion of my fellow -citia^ns, too 
indulgent in my behalf, imposes on me, however, a 
law not to expatia^te to you upon the advantages 
resulting from an hereditary authority, limited by 
wise and sacred laws.. Yes, gentlemen, of all the 
troubles that may occupy me to-day, the most 
cruel, without doubt, would be that of finding 
myself, for a single instant, suspected of ambition. 
At that sinfi;Ie idea, 1 feel my heart shudder with 
horror ; and yet 1 am ambitious : yes, gentlemen, I 
confess it — ^yes, I desire in the most ardent manner 
to see France in the first rank amongst the Euro- 
pean powers; to see her tranquil at home, re- 
spected abroad, and invincible against whosoever 
may dare to declare themselves her enemy, lb 
attain this great end, there is nothing that I would 
not undertake, particularly with the pleasing cer- 
tainty that you would still support me with your 
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knowledge and with yoar advice. Thcfe i»then; 
gentlemen, my sole ambition^ but an ambition 
which devours me: the precionf sctttiment to 
which I abandon myaelf with deh'ght, and for 
which I would shed, if necessary, the last drop of 
my blood. 

^' These honourable dispositions yon, no doubt^ 
feel and share equally with myself; and I now dare 
demand from you a splendid proof of it. Aithoagh 
first magistrate of the State, I entreat yon, gentle- 
men, to fcrget me during your consultation, and in 
your decision. An inquisition of such high im- 
portance ought neither to be infloenced by my 
dignity, nor by any slight services! may. have done 
the State> and which have acquired for me your 
honourable approbation. Your opinion ought to 
be a virgin Que ; it ought to spring from the sin- 
cerity of your hearts, and from the purity of yoir 
principles ; but> above all, from the sacred interest 
which each of you ought to take in the prosperity 
of the State. 

^^ Return; gentlemen^ to your colleagues^ and 
inform them of i^y sentiments: tell them, that 
th^ individual, whosoever he may be, is nothing 
when put in the scale against the general happi- 
ness* Advise and persuade them to examine nar- 
rowly, to scrutinize carefully the different men of 
merit whom France to-day possesses. If, amongst 
that number, they find one more worthy. than I am 
to hold the reins of governmentj assure them that I 
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^11 gife thetn up without regrel ; th«t I sliall be 
the ftrst to acknowledge hi9 new titlej and that I 
will serve him with all my bestabiiiti^; for if it i& 
a glorious lot Co preside at the head of the laws of 
the first people in the unWerse, it is not less so to 
serve him whom the nation has rendered the depo* 
sitarf of these laws/' 

This speech, an historical monnment of the 
refgn of NapdeoB, is indeed a chefd*aawre of 
address and of ambition ; for thoogh^ throughoot 
the whole harangue, ambition pops out in every 
word, though in every phrase he puts himself for- 
ward, proposes, nay, even names himself yet it is 
sQl done with so much frankness, with such loyalty 
to the nation, with such noble sentiments, that 
one is almost forced to confess^ that he akme 
is worthy of that which he attempts to make us 
believe he does not wish for. It is necessary, how- 
ever, to leap over time and place, in order fully to 
understand the merit of this discourse. It was, for 
the senate, an open trap, which nnder existing cir- 
cumstances they could not avoid. This harangue 
was not alone prepared for those who heard it, bat 
also for the purpose of their causing its various 
expressions to be circulated amongst their col- 
leagues, and in different societies. 

Buonaparte, in his ckilivery, spoke in the most 
oily inanner, and with the utmost softness, d^ough 
some points of the speech were given with mnch 
warmth, and even dignity; but never befoie was 
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any orator more speedily conviaoed of luifiog pro- 
duced the promised effect, for scarcely had he 
done speaking, when bis auditors shewed that they 
could not confine themselves to a slight approba- 
tion. It waS| in eiect, not the approving clamoor 
of a few courtiers, sold to the will of their master ; 
it was the frank expression of a natural emotion, 
and one that was generally felt. 

Mons. R— — > a creature of the Consul, had 
received secret instructions to an9wer him, and he 
had not occasion for any grand phrases, nor for much 
eloquence, to acquit himself of his commission. 

'* Citi2en Consul,'' said he, *' my colleagues 
and I decline giving you an answer today ; after 
the sentiments you have just expressed, that would 
no doubt cause a severe wonnd to your modesty. 
In a few days the Senate, as a body, will transmit to 
you their answer— ran answer whose purport you 
may at this very instant read in the countenances 
of those who surronnd you/' 

^^ I thank you, gentlemen," replied Buona- 
parte : whatever may be the answer of the Senate, 
it shall always find me disposed to follow its deci* 
sions; well convinced as I am, that they will al- 
ways be conducive to the general happiness, and to 
the welfare of the State." 

The whole affair was closed with a grand din- 
ner, at which Buonaparte beamed with hope and 
satisfaction, for his end was accomplished, and his 
designs were crowned. Unhappily for him, he 
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knew not how to form a qaiet idea of the part 
which he was now abont to peiform, for the im- 
mensitj of the space which be had leaped over^ had 
actaaUy turned bis head. In that« however, he 
warn certaioly excasable, for it is not in th^ nature 
of man, whoever he may be, not to be dazzled with 
the spleodonr of a crown, onless, indeed, that he 
has been cradled on a throne. A wiser usurper 
than Napoleon has confirmed this truth. The 
Protector of England said to Lord Duncan* — *'I 
know how to bear the burthen of government^ but 
the A:iat wijth which I am surrounded vexes and 
humiliates me/' 

Buonaparte, inaccessible to the calmer a&q- 
tioas, could not, like Cromwell, be hmuiliated,; 
because the latter, in his own tnind, made com- 
parisons between what would hav^^ been, due to 
him as a legitimate king, and what was paid to 
hioi as an usurper. The comparison not being to 
his advantage, there resiihed from it a secret hu- 
miliation, which he often had the frankness to 
acknowledge; whilst Buonaparte, more disposed 
to shrink from examination, more Tain than the 
Protector, never dared to puthimself in cpmpari- 
ficm wtith the kings whose throne he fiUc^d. It is 
true, that be avoided the humiliation which would 
have resulted from it; but he could not avoid the 
~ " .. ■ ---^ -- ' T • . I I I I f 

* This must be an «iTor of the author witb respect t« D«me. 
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embarrasMieiit proceeding from the variout detaib 
of a part which he was not bom to play*. I can 
pledge my life thai Buonaparte used every eSort 
to acquire that air of kindness and goi^di^wiU ra 
natural to our ancient line of kings i^not that he 
wished really to be sincerely kind and affable, hot 
that he merely desired to appear so, and to mdce 
it be believed by those who were familiar with 
him. 

If any thing can excuse the harshness of hk 
manners, and the laconic and disdainftil severity 
of his Words, it is that it was both morally and 
physically impossible for him to be more gentle, 
more iaiMiWe, or of a more easy address. 

Scarcely was be seated upon the throne of 
Henry IV, than he perceived that it wdald be im- 
possible for him to ape the social virtues of the 
descendants of that good king, and that, even in 
spite, he would be called a vulgar monarcb^*^ king 
of the mob : and soon he began to think that he 
might replace the gentle qualities of our ancient 
princes, by sentiments of a totally contrary stamp. 
In' place of their goodness and gentleness, he sub- 
stituted a disdainful seyerity ; for the afiabiirty of 
their conversation, an affected lacvmsm; for the 
ease of their knanners, a studied pantomimic con- 
duct : for their politeness of address, a reception 
haughty aad often repulsive ; and finally, in&tead 
of the dignity of their coi^mands, . hj» filled up the 
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measiife of his royalty by a despotic tone, one thet 
was always absolute. 

Bcnlean has been reproached that a single sen- 
timental line never flowed from his pen ; but they 
may mora justly say that there never issued from 
the soul of Bnonaparte an affeeting or a sensible 
exp/ession, except in his stndied parts. Itwas» 
indeed^ carrying impudence to its fnllest extent^ 
whefi be bad the credit given to lum.of expi'essions 
which the public read with so much credulous 
good humour in the different publications of those 
whose duty it was to make a reputation for this 
conqueror. How often have I, in this respect^ 
discovered the baseness and falsehood of hi$ flat- 
terers ! I have even often taken a maUdous plea- 
sure at their expence^ by relating to them dqcutix- 
'8tance& of which 1 had been the only witness, 
trifles which would not have been worthy. notice, 
if they had not been connected with royalty. In 
a few days I have had the satisfaction of seeing my 
little confidences furnish an article for th^Momteur^ 
in which the fact was embellished, mutilated or 
disfigured, and all in favour of the idol^ As long 
as these p^tty manoeuvres of the herd of flatterers 
hurt nobody, I was content with despising them 
secretly : but I was really outraged at' seeing the 
•baseness pf some of the courtiers, wbo^ dressed 
up in all the splendid colours of humanity, of 
grandeur and bene^oleitce, the most trifling, nay^ 
even in^islting and . orud expi^essions of Buona- 
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parte. There, I must confess, bis flatterers ceN 
tainly excelled. 

Every body knows what he said to Majdame 
de PoUgnac,' whilst she was on her knees implor-* 
ing^ mercy for her husband. Most assuredly what 
was attributed to the Consul was great, generonsi 
nay, even sublime: but compare it with what 
he really said : here are extracts from the real 
speech ; judge from them : ^* I can pardcm your 
husband, madam. Some acts of clemency at the 
beginning of my reign cannot do me any harm;'^ 
but then he added to that impolitic confession the 
lollowing expression, which had a gro$sness in it 
totally unworthy of that rank which he Ujsurped: 
*^ Those who employed your husband and his 
companions well knew that thiey risked tint little.; 
for if they had attached any value to the attempt, 
they would never have engaged in enterprizes 
so stupidly conceived." 

He said to Madam Rochelle, who also obtain- 
ed pardon for her son — *' Your son is a worthless 
fellow ; but it is a proof that even his parents ore 
no great things^ as children are generally snch as 
we make them." ' And now applaud, gentlemen, 
if you can ! 

It is due to truth to acknowledge that Buona- 
parte himself has often ap{%ared surprised with 
these impostures. One day he said; to Marshal 
Duroc, who was reading the Moniteur to him, 
" It mugt be confessed) ipy dpar. P!ur9p,, that 
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rotirtlers are a clas^ of men highly favoored by 
neaven^ They see twice as much as other pedple ; 
they even hear what has never been said'; for I 
&WU to you, they attribute to me. the finest 
speeches^ of which I. have never nttered a single 
word. . What think y oil ?'* 

" Since it i^ for the glory of the statci" said 
DaroCy " let thein have their full range.** 

The very saiiie eveuitigrtbe groom of the bed- 
chamber made it the subject of a witty badinage. 
** Gentleraieni/' said he, " the Emperor felicitates 
yon all most sidcerely upon your good memories* 
He thanks yon for not allowing any of his nume« 
rons el^gancfies of expresbion to be lost; things 
which, without your assistance, he Would never 
have suspected himself of saying ; but happy are 
the princes whose good friends can thus devise 
and publish all the conversations which he joins 

The scene ivas the more amusing, inasmuch 
as the courtiers threw the charge against each 
other. One said that the note was not directed t9 
him: and each laid the ball at his neighbour's 
foot, choosing rather to adopt a paltry denial, 
and thm add to previous immorality, than hohestly 
to confess their baseness. 

The morning after holding the secret commit- 
;tee at St. Cloud, Buonaparte gave nil the necessary 
orders to prepare the decorations for the imperial 
farce i and his wife being thoo rather indis- 

P 
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posed, at Malmaison^ he wrote her the following 
epistle :— ^ 

.^< I have to acquaint you, madain, ami dear wifer 
that Finance is on the eve of acqnitting herself of 
her debt of gratitude to me. In a few days yo»r 
husband will be proclaimed Emperor of the 
Prench. Begin then^ from to-day, to assume the 
grandeur of that illustrions rank which I intend 
that you shall share with me* If the throne, on 
which you will soon he seated, is become by my 
victories the first throne in the world, let me have 
the sweet satisfaction of hearing that you are de* 
serving of holding a rank with the first princesses in 
the utiiversCt Prepare the people of your house- 
hold for this new order of things. The Empress 
of the French onght no longer to be Madafme 
Buonaparte, much less the wife of the First Con- 
sul. This letter being for this sole intent and 
purpose, I pray God, madam and dear wife, to 
have you in his holy keeping. 

^' Given at the Palace of St. Cloud, the 18th 
f^f Fldreal, and the first year of our reign. 

(Signed^ '* Napoleon.* 



. •» 



I have had occasion to remark, that this was 
the first time that he made use of the phrase, ^ 1 
pray God to have yon in his holy keeping.*' He 
tnust indeed have been much puffed up with his 
future dignity, when he could write thns to his 
own wife. This letter, however, copied from the 
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original, proves two things : first, that •Buon^ptirte' 
was perfectly certain of. the disposition o^ the 
senate in his favor ; and seconcHyj it is an irre-*^ 
fragable demons tratiott, that this vain glorious 
man was in such a hurry to enjoy his new dignity,^ 
that he conld liot wait for the senatus consult tim- 
that shonld give him the title of EnijSeror, but* 
thus prematurely began to assume the style/ and 
to arrange his household with respect tofhe cere-* 
nionies due to his new rank. ^ 

' It is also certain, hovVever surprizing, that 
this letter to Josephine was dated on the' 18th 
Floreal, of the year twelve, whilst the senatus 
cousuUum, which gave the title of Emperor to 
Buonaparte, wak not decreed until the 28th of the 
fejime month. In short, this day, so warmly^ 
panted for, at length crowned the ambition of the 
man, who, notwithstanding, soon shewed himself 
not satisfied with a single throne. 

On the 28th Floreai, Buonaparte 'was ,al St. 
Cloud, and all the houshold had received orders,^ 
on the evening previous, to be at their posts, and 
prepared in all their formalities : nay, the Consul 
himself for four or five, days preceding, had been 
busily occupie(J in rehearsing the part which he 
was to play on tnis important occasion. 

The senate, after decreeing the seriatus con- 
sultum which conferred tlie imperial dignity on 
Napoleon Buonaparte^ had also resolved to go 
immediately to St. Cloud, in order to present him 

p 2 
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Wkh it ; and therefore set off, escorted by a military 
detachment. On arriving tber€« they^were intro- 
duced to the First Consul, when the presi<lent^ 
Cambac^rds, informed him in a short speech, that 
France did not consider her debt to him as paid, 
and that she would think herself bat too happy, if 
be would receive the imperial crown. 

' I' was in rather a bad situation at the com-' 
mencement of this speech; and could not see the 
First Consnl ; but I was too anxious to scratinize 
him atsnch a solemn moment, not to endeavour to 
find a station more convenient for my purpose; 
and at length I succeeded, placing myself exactlj^ 
in front of the new monarch. 

He was then standing, and uncovered: his 
appearance was stiff and embaFrassed ; his right 
hand was upon his stomach, and thrust into his 
half-buttoned coat, whilst his left rested upon his 
side, the upper part of his body thrown back^ his 
head held very high, and his look stedfast. 

At the end of every period addressed to him, 
he made a slight movement of the head, as if he 
thanked the speaker; and as soon as the oration 
was finished, he answered, that he accepted that 
title, which the senate had thought necessary for 
the glory of the nation : adding, that all he could 
do for the good of the country was essentially 
connected with his own happiness. 

When we reflect npon the last expression, 
and upon all the evils which he who spoke it has 
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iNrenght upon bs, one is mortified not to' have seen 
a single sovereign coart remind the Despot of bit 
duties, and of the promises vhich he made when 
receiving the diadem. 

Scarcely had the senate retired, when fiuo* 
naiparte recovered his ease of behaviour and nataral 
position: in short, he appeared unburthened of an 
oppressive 3vreight ; and although marked with a 
look of care, yet bis satisfaction was visible, and he 
uttered spme unconnected expressions: ^^ I* may 
jiow give to this people that attitude which I 
have so long desired. Great events ace now 
hatchihg~-the bundle of sticks is now tied-r-that 
was the strongest.*' What a conclnsion ! I know 
not, indeed, what meaning he afiSxed to these last 
words, as my distance frojppi liim presented me 
from hearing the rest ; but the whole proceeding 
was a scene worthy of the moralist and the philo- 
sopher, thus marking the change which instan- 
taneously took place, not only with Buonaparte 
personally, but, generally speaking, with ail those 
who were obliged to approach him. 

Even his interesting wife was not exempt 
from this metamorphosis, and she accosted him 
only with reserve and dignity. I saw no more of 
those effusions, in which, however, she alone had 
indulged. The death of the Doke d*£nghien, 
that of Pichegrn also, as well as the banishment 
of Moreau, had all affected her severely. Hcyr 
^nsb^n^ no longer held the same place 19 hpx 



heart ; , bilt inw^rtllf ahe r^retted this appebranca 
pf involuntary coldne^s^and she vvished to stifle 
flre^dful rfcojlecliou^^ but iu vaio;--*-'' They are 
alvrays here/' said she to .Madame de L. ...y 
])lating her hand japon.h^r heart: ^^ the retnenis- 
Jirauce oi'. these lUastrioas victims' follows me 
every where, my dear lady. Ho\y ill it makes me! 
I wish to. think of them no more, yet 1 caonot 
«acceed ; for the »ight of my hnsbaiid always re* 
jcalls lo me the moment of their sufferingi" From 
lience Sprung th^t secret melancholy, which it 
Yeqtiired every effort to conceal, and which sorrows 
^another kind tended much^ a few years after- 
wsLxis^to augment. However, this secret coldness 
i>f Jfosephine towards her husband^ a change which 
l.Jiave watched through all its gradations, was 
liii^ays unknown to the people about the court 
•Buonaparte (aiki at that I am astonished) wa$ 
•the only person, as far as I could ascertain, who 
fieceived that his wife bore no longer the same 
^conduct towards him ; but he was very far from 
penetrating into the true motives of the alteration; 
he attributed it solely to the dignity of his new 
fsak, and he thus wrote to her on Jihe ^ih Veoder 
'IDiaire^ imtbe year thirteen : 

" M-A DAM AND DEAR Wife, 

** After what 1 had said to my brother, 
I expected, on my return, to have found you at 
the Tbuilleries^i For some time past^ Maljftiajson 
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seems to be doubly dear to yon : but aiirely the 
blaze of royalty cannot keep yon at a distanod 
from yonr husband. If^ however, respect and 
reserve are the dtities of all who surround mei 
yet these obligations are not made for you. The 
greater the burthen of public affairs becomes, the 
more occasion have I for yoar presence. It is not 
the emperor who desires ypor retcir9» it is he who 
18 always your husband. 

'* Napoleon/* 

In reading all the let|:ers from Buonaparte to 
his wife, I have alwtiys been surprised at their 
style, and the seatiments which they contained^ 
Indeed, this man, to whom Heaven had refused 
human feeling, seems always to haye found some 
fragments of it when he wrote to his first consqrt. 
It is absolutely certain, that Buonaparte loved 
Josephine ^ much as the coldness of hisi h^art 
icould permit him to love anybody ; but although 
he has divorced her, yet that circumstance, 
weighty as it is, does not overturn the point which 
I have set up. it might indeed be considered of 
isome import, if the question was respectipg 9fiy 
nother persoj) than Napoleon himself ;, but cap an 
ambitious man, he who would not have hesiti^ted 
to sacrifice his God for the accomplishment of :bi8 
*desighs, can he be supposed to be checked by 
'-^uman considerations ? 

Jf the change which tool^ pj^cc.in the co^jduisf 
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of Madame Buonaparte really did credit to hep 
heart, yet that was not the case with the ready 
metumorpbosis of the courtiers. I know that a 
throne, whoever may 611 it, demands a pecnliar 
ceremonious etiquette, which no man who ap- 
proaches it can divest himself of; but that is far 
distant from the duties demanded by the baseness 
of servility — far distant, from acts of the vilest 
ladnlation ! 

If the splendor of a diadem needs to be sof- 
tened by the gentler virtues and social qualities of 
him who wears it, we are even better pleased to 
£nd these in the people ^hp surrrocnd the mo- 
narch. 

Buonaparte, once seated on the throne, ab* 
splute master of alt, and totally incapable of 
becoming a good prince, now gave the rein to all 
his vices, and to all his bad qualities ; so that 
surly haughtiness, harhness, disdain, contempt for 
all others, per6dy, hypocrisy, and cruelty, formed 
that model on which men, weak enough to ape 
the tyrant) began to fashion theqiselves ; and of 
these the number was very great. Some amoog 
them^ it is )true, were not naturally formed for this 
degraded state of vileness ; but interest, circum- 
stances, custom, and honours^ habituated them to 
it ; so that in a short time, pliability,' culpable 
obedience^ and low adulation, were engrafted upon 
them. From hence arose that incredible horde of 
^ittle despots of all classes, even from the arch: 
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4shanceIlor down to the lowest understrapper of tli« 
government. 

This culpable 'condescension to the slightest 
manifestations of the tyrant's will, was the se* 
condary cause of the greatest proportion of those, 
crimes and misfortiines which hung so heavy upon 
France during the whole reign of Buonaparte. He 
had really in his character every thing that con* 
stitutes the true despot; but he never would have 
developed that character with such rapidity and 
boldness, if he had met with obstacles either in 
the first bodies of the state, pr in the courage and 
honesty of his counsellors; and I will assert, thai 
jjxkT calamities, and thos^ of Europe at large, would 
have been much less numerous, if, in his councils^ 
JBuonaparte had often been opposed by such men 
as the senator-Lanj. . •• 

•On one occasion^ when he consulted, him 
respecting the laying on of a new tax, the whole 
basis of which wa[s arbitrary and oppressive: 
f * Yoiir Majesty,' ' answered this intrepid senator, 
without hesitation, ^^ seems then to forget, that 
an exceiss on the part of the strongest powefj 
may be closely allied with its dissolution. Your 
plan is intolerable and vexatious, depend upon it : 
those who ha^ve advised you to adopt it, ar^ not 
yoor friends ; and if the senate does its duty, your 
Majesty may expect that it will be, thrown 
put.'' 

fpur piprsons^ who weye presept at tljis sccnei 
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Wftn stopified with aatonishooent^ trembled for the 
senator^ and believed him lost. The fimperor 
•ven looked at him for some time from head to 
foot, and seemed seeking for an answer; but at 
length said to him : — " Yon ar^, for once, too 
forward ; and if I did not know the love you bear 
your 4:ountry, you should sleep to night at Vin« 
cennes.** 

^ Your Majesty would then act unjustly/* 
ajid Lanj. . 

** I doubt that very much," said Buonaparte" 
'^nd then addressing himself to the persona pre- 
sent — ^^ I appeal to you, gentlemen; but let the 
matter rest : a worthy man, when he commits 
•an error, deserves to be excused/' 

I shall not recite many more of such anec- 
dotes under the reign of Napoleou^* If the bold- 
ness of the suL^ct was astonishing, the modera^ 
tion of the prince was incredible, when we conai- 
der that this monarch was the most absolute des- 
•pot of the age. Bat what adds more yalue and 
merit to this act of Monsieur Lanj. « is, that the 
<£mpe.ror spoke no more of his prdjedted tax. Tliis 
fact is theil a proof that more courage displayed 
on the part of the sovereign courts, more resis^ 
tance on the part of the senate, and less suppleness 
in his counsellors, would have obliged thi^ monarch 
lo respeict the laws which he had sworn to pbserVe, 
and the promises that he had given. — But no; 
almost a)] the inydividuals^ called ^o the mpfort of 
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the laws and of the goverhment of the state, had re* 
jomed the duties and the obligatious of their offices ; 
and with them^ unfortunately, a blind obedience to 
the will of the. sovereign. Yet thii$ almost ge« 
ral corruption of the noembers of an infant 
^pvernnicnt might have been easily foreseen. 
]Perhaps«indeed, in the circumstances iq which they 
wqre placed, it could not have been otherwise. 
Investigate this idea, which opiy adniits of one 
doubt^ and it will be speedily seen that it takes 
■^11 the consistency of truth. Almost all the 
individuals, whom Buonaparte dre^'' around him, 
;the greatest part of tho§e whom be called to hife 
councils, the majority of bis ministers, and of hil 
generals, his own family, all these persons, in short, 
had a future to provide for, had fortunes and 
offices to preserve. The very basis, the source of 
all favours, of all hopes, were in the monarch. If 
be had been virtuous, the usurpation would hav^ 
been more tolerable, because that his ministers 
would not have been so often constrained to be 
unjust; but, unhappily, he was vicious, cruel, 
jdespotpc, and wicked, ao that it necessarily foU 
loved that his agents, preferring self-interest to 
honour, resembled him, some more, and some less. 
In short, the vices of the prince corrupted 
'Us subjects, and the personal interest of the sub- 
jects made them offer incense to the crimes of the 
prince. The pest of adulation was not confined 
within the limits of the court or of the govern^ 



ment, bat all classes were infrcted with it, even to 
the pulpit and the bar, — nay^ foreigners tbemselves 
did not escape it. 

1 have collected many pieces in prose, aod 
ttlso in verse, addressed to Napoleon, celebrating 
his genins, his exploits, and his virtues, which, if 
published, might very justly be entitled, a " com- 
pete course of adulation and of baseness,*^ b^'t 
shall at present only make some remarks upon one 
which is called an ( >de to Napoleon ;* of which I 
shall not presume to judge by the laws of poetic 
jsierit, leaving the task to critics in the art ; bat 
I am confiilent that in no language can be found a 
parallel to tbetwo last stanzas. 
. . ■ ■ ■■ ^ "1 ^ 

* Nate by the Tjransiator^^t would be a waste of t^pie ;uicl 
patience to attempt tu give a poetic dress in Eoglisb t6 this curioua 
moiceau, which, hoiiirever, when set down in plain prose, will have 
ifctfarly as much I'atnavsi^n fire, as it pqsscsaes in Hie oiiguiaU 

" Muset retire! thou troubfest me. i am busy celebrating an 
Irero, who is the master of fortune, and Hie pride of -tlM aniverse { 
pikuse, .retire 1 I should jbe mortified with thy a^sta^per-biit alcip 
oue moment I harkye — his genius inspires my verses, 

•« Oh! haughty monarchs! who dare to be ignorant that 
iieftveti Ims created him to* be yoor mastery tremble at his wrath. 
He speaks, pe set^otf, ]|^e thunders t when, rapid as the lightiiioifs 
dash yotir numerous squadrons shall be instantly IcTelled with t]^ 
dust, and you upuu your knees. 

** You are pardoned : whence then this new damourf Where- 
fi>re agsin ia acms? Hussiaiis! what do you 'wish for? To shed 
^ore t^ears ^ Oh snper^uous armaments. Less rapid is the lighl- 
»iug than your defeats shall be. Ob frozen soldiers of the Czar« 
go bark to your retrqats and appear no more* 

«« Kings, whom he has replaced on thrones, eome i>«|ft<Hn 
jour dark cay eras where the thistle poly growi, aad ifbere rubbiAh 



The Emperor, to whOm the author procnre4 
the ode to be presented, by Moiisitrur the Count dc 
M. was a little confused at the gigantic air of the 
hyperboles. He shewed it the next day to the 
Duke de R. and will it be believed that he had 
the courtesy to say, ** These hyperboles form the 
ioherent character of iyric poetry ; they aliine 
constitute its sole merit ; the man who writes it 
ought to be mad^ and this author seexus in tha( 
predicament.'' 

*' The high and estimable qualities of your 
Majesty," replied the Duke, *' have exalted his 
imagination ; and the earth not appearing to him 
a recom pence worthy of your virtues and your 
exploits, he has seized the domain of the gods# 



only is to be found ; Uok at his palaces, where theSoiife* confined 
to the centre of the land, rolls towards the citizens its salnUry 
water, which never ceases to flow. 

«• Improdentl where goest thou iiyoo those rocks of icel but 
what matter*, a road it now open to them, and 1 may safely 
travel there. How many kings have caused this wonder ?. one— one 
alone has performed this miracle. He who overcame the ot)stacl?s, 
and ground to dust the rocks of the Simplon. 

«• What then! simple and modest in the inp of victory. Demi- 
god of the human race, do you wish to bound your glory witli 
gifing laws to ns? No, raise thy views towards the seat of 
thunder; Jupiter there grows pale; declare war against faim, and 
hit throne Will be yoart. 

« As soon as thy geuloshaf scaled those limits which hitherto 
heaven has put to the power of mortals, then shalt thou equal the 
gods themselves: march at their side; their profound wisdom 
caanol rdiise tothee the sceptre ol the anlverse and immortality." 
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Fbir my own par^, I consider it as an eflfbsion of 
the utmost beauty, aivd, above all, stricly lyrical,"* 

Judge now, iinpHrtial reader, which of the 
two, the poet or the coortier, was the greatest flat-' 
terer! How much more do I admire the ha* 
mourons reproach which the Pi iiice de N. applieit 
to the author; in speaking of this ode, of wbich he 
had heard something.— *' Ah, for pity's sake, siry 
we hare enough to do npon the earth ; do not set 
us at war with the Gods also." 

Is it surprizing, surrounded by so many flat- 
terers, that a raan so vain as Btxonaparte should 
hate believed himself the first of mortals? that 
be should Irave conceived the project of giving 
laws to half the world, and that he should have 
lost himself in the foolish undertaking ? No ! 
nothing is more easily to be credited than his am- 
bitious dreams ! His brain, naturally weak, could 
not rapport the clouds of incense which continually 
besiegedit, he became drnnk and this popomrous 
disposition was soon converted into a natural 
habit. Yet, notwithstanding Uns, there were mow 
raents when the grossness of the ineeme made 
him reject it. 1 appeal to the shade of the poet Esni..* 

He once offered to Buonaparte . to compose 
for him a genealogy, in which he should provc( 
to the most incredulous, that he was sprung from 
the Kings of the Ostrogoths. " I thank ^'ou," 
replied the Emperor, ** but 1 .find i^y^^elf ijiore 
honoured by the stock of Buonaparte. My family 
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ought not to date from any era but tbat of the 
eighteenth of Brumaire/' ' 

In the midst of thiy torrent of false enlogy, 
and contemptible adulation, the Emperor had often 
occasion, to prove to himself, that all the world did 
not think of him exactly in the same manner f 
and more than once he was convinced that many 
people only considered htm as an nsarper, whos^ 
8ole motive was self-interest. One of his highest 
pleasures, because by it be found means to taste 
the sweets of vengeance, was to penetrate into the 
secret opinions of those whom he suspected of 
being inimical to*his elevation and his plans.' 

• I have long ago seen a list of people in the 

metropolis, who had interested themselves Jn the 

fate of Moreau ; five of these, in particular, were 

'specially recommended to the inspection of the 

Sieur B. D , one of the most dangerous 

myrmidons of the secret police. This is the man 
of' whom the Emperor said, " He is a lion ; he ii 
a lamb; he is a bird, or a creeping reptile: a 
judge, if that is wanted, or an informer if you wish 
it; and an executioner, where no other can be 
found — Monsieur le Ministry — this man is a 
treasure.'* 

It was to the sagacity of such an agent that 
were recommended Messrs. T.' O. . . . , D'. T. • . . , 
T. N. . . • , D. . e. . , and G. . .i. • ; and on the 
margin of the order respecting them, there 
was written by Buonaparte himself: *' Enquire 



SOS SECRET MBMOIRS OF 

whether their relatives are immerous ; whether if 
the persons connected with them are rich, or whe- 
ther they possess civil or military employments t 
whether they have namerous or respeotable friends / 
whether also they have expectations of eapport from 
their connexions, and what they would be likely to do 
in ease strong measures were applied towards them ; 
but at all events do not neglect the raking up and 
getting possession of their private cprrespondence.** 
—And so strictly was this order obeyedi that for 
a long time, these five persons never received a 
letter by the post that had not been opened. 

I must not omit, however, J:bat in the nmn- 
ber of those who were directed to spy into their 
correspondence, there was one person who rendered 
them considerable services. Whether this was 
through friendship, or only self interest, I know^ 
not, but it is not the less true, that he has often 
caused both expressions and correspondences, that 
might have compromised them, to be considered 
as insignificant trifles, thns proving that it is a 
good thing to have fiiends even amongst devils. 

I mentioned this circumstance to the person 
himself, who assured me that he would have 
given much at that time to have been able to warn 
these gentlemen of the dangers which hung over 
them, but he could not do it, so much was he afraid 
himself of being watched ; and this was indeed 
very true, for all the agents in any great afiair 
were suirQunded by spies. However it may have 



I tirfirc of)! 44prmd of tbcif tibeity^paf tkmferiy 
ir a.xk.i <re6|feqtipg n^ioiii it wfu^ i^i^ 
tfollil^g^ >M|flipiei|« to d^prif^ hfm of bjs ofikd ;^ 
bnt thby mfiml iev«n «» throw bim ioto p|ruolE^ ^ 
oidw for whiofa waft actubHy aiade Omt ;I bftjF« 
i«Bd it twiw % Mid ita thewfpht <)f <b«. I9tb and 
l4ftth V«ndteottttir«; in tht year thirteeo, that Ifgis^^ 
l«itor ttas to hai^e boln arreeted mid cof^^otedn 
wmi» o sinmg ai6rt« to the Castle of LdurdCj^. li- 
titotal» I baUete, awwB w h ere in the Pyreoclecsbi 

I knovr not who ckoaed tho reVooBtaoo cC Iho 
ovdbr^ bat iif itronf ttuapicioM anfeiy ill up tte 
pUMt>f iMittitain trlitlis^ I brieve it w«a Ite ae^ 
BBtor F» ^* g { aodi at all evefrts^ . if I ha?e goi^saed 
x%ht^ Md tfafa Mf flrt>lr ahoold fill into his baodsi 
I tntraat biso «o pottiA all the parti^nlans of this 
offair^ whieh ondoablcdly woold radoond much 
to hiahoiioar^ted vroiikl add another tlahn to that 
jastice which an approving public oweSt* fatmv 

BwMfiilartQj whilst coneei'ting with €-^ 



the ineaAs proper ftr pladiflg the ddwil upon hH 
wtm head, wished a]ao Vbmt it should heeoibe he^ 
mditaiy im faia wwio family. He was not indfcU 
igmAtant diat.the constitMion feqniied that tho 
pfeople sbonM ht pfttisulted with respect to the 
decree concerning tket eatdblishaierit of kn ket^ 
dkory go^entoMUt^ ond bk thertfonB agreed to 
MMitthis faUrter part of khat pmcitdure w ifa» 
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French nation. ** The constiinlidn irf th» Mm^ 
pire,** said C to him, shaking his head, ^res- 
quires this sanction, I know; but, to conceal 
nothing from you, it is absolntely necessaiy that 
this great . business must only be cenducted as a 
fermality, with a moral certainty of its success; 
for, otherwise, the most perplexing ctrbttmstaiiGe& 
might arise out of it. The metropolis, inde^y 
need gi^e us no concern ; for, there are all the. 
friends of your glory : the public mind is thoe 
entirely in your favour : intrigue is there in iroB9» 
and if any individual dared to raise his voice, a 
thousand mouths would open to call him to order : 
but in the country, it is quite a diffisrent thing. 
Intriguers of all parties, in opposition to the pro- 
posed system, will repair thither, and by labouring 
hard with the people and the authorities, may 
in a moment collect an imposing mass of opinions 
against the hereditary question ; and that mart be 
prevented/' 

^^ Your f eaBoning is very aolid, I oiust. cen- 
ftss," replied Buonaparte ; '* but I may observe to 
you, that we have a number of agents in all the 
departments : that all their reports aocord in as- 
suring us that the public mind is in excdlent 
t>rder for our purposes, and that whatever we ask, 
we 9iay be certain of obtaining/' 

'' I agree to afll that,'' said the acnte conrtier, 
*' but in affairs of this nature, we must leave 
nothing to chance : and, indeed, whenever it is 
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pomih}t to avoid leaving any thing to the turn 6t 
a die, it wonid be unpardonable to risk it*'* 
- This tenacity of opinion on the part of Bno* 
iiaparte*^ first partisan flattered the Emperor ex- 
tremely ; for it was an indubitable proof of what 
lie might expect from such a man ; so that he said 
to him : '^ In thanking you, sir, very sincerely for 
the lively interest that yon take in my prospe- 
rity, I beg that yon will point out to me what 
means you think necessary to avoid those dangers 
which may result from requiring the sanction of 
the people/* *• There is but one mode,** said the 
minister, ** of attaining that end ; but I only pro- 
pose that mode to you, because it shuts out any 
.others that wisdom itself might offer to us. This 
it is : — In the mode projected for the sanction of 
the people^ relative to the hereditary government,, 
it must be assumed as a principal article, that 
whoeyer does not inscribe his name, as an opposer 
of that form of government, shall be considered 
as approving of it ; so that no absolute opposition 
to the hereditary succession can be declared, except 
by the number of votes that may be inscribed for 
its rejection.** - 

This proposition agreed too well with the 
ambitious projects of Buonaparte, not to be in* 
jtaatly adopted ; and, after some slight modifica- 
tion, the proposed article waa resolved on : so that 
|he decree, as submitted for the sanction of the 
people^ was nothing more than an empty formality, 

ad 



ot rathet m i)(rstiltihg pasqtAnhit td^iMt^cIs tk&tt 
whose opttitdti^ it pmfiMs^d ^b tbMdli. 

R is also dertaita Ihiat tfafe tdtiAi^ri whilst 
ttAid]^ so tnircli inteiiefst i6 Buonaf^arte's affillM, 
^ li6t ibi^t hi§ 6^B, tas, 10 the ^nd, be ^CIAM^ 
*otit b( thte firtt i^rsbnages So l4i^ ||i^i«mdi^t. It 
"Was abodt th<s "Amt tb«:t a fereigti^ played Mtti It 
teost (^etftdious and d^ipH^Me 4l4^t p%ftietalkt4y 
so, indeed, a^ phyed ofr upmi a ftlla^^r of tfcte 
court]; a mati who wks ^ fla^tetdr ^ pfbft^sidn, 
atid tire first tcMStisdIot of his nlia^tt)-. M6Mi6ar 
CJ . . . . was always vfefy fond of gresft dftmet^, 
and at idtie ti£ tht&t nepastii th^e AhbiS • • « . i^ttro- 
^uced to liim a toan of genteel ap^ai^cN!^, midcir 
tire name of Count Prtrowl^V^, «t ilus^iailbybjrtk. 
This man spt>ke French Very lloently, Icppealred 
Tery weH informed on al! 9\ibje«&, but partic«(ltt^ly 
sro in the science of Cabinets. ilVfolisiMr X2 ..% . 
received him whh great ^oli^dei^atio^, and mkid 
him many qu^stwhs, pritici'pafHy ¥eMiVe W tile 
sentiments of the Emperor of Riiissia, With Desf ^M; 
to the new dignity of Napoleoa. the yyreteiided 
ftdssian, (for snch be l^as, beitig afterwavds tecet- 
tained to be a Jew from Lubeck,) aftfet'e^iitfshig 
himself very handsomely respMtinig an affair of 
snch high impottanct ; nevertheless, todk tdift 
to let it appear, even in his nefiisal, that bfs tteserve 
was not to be eternal. He even addfed-^*' Yda 
\vonld have, sir, a Very poor tfpinion of We, if, it 
a first interview, I could have rtie wfeitliJness fo 



iJivqIf ^ 4jhf . se9rft^ p( my qox^t; ^v^n if I toe^ 
th^ifl."--rC. ^ , i. '. pi^etev^ed ifo ajqpiUpcl his i^ir 
c^fijy wri wdefjl by inviting Wm tft yisit him fr^f 
qwWftly. Th^ st^ng^ neitbei? r^fiwi^d ^04: pra^ 
Ii)i6ie4 tp 4C(^ t^^ ji^v.it^U(Ui gi^^eo to hio), bm 
jpa^f^jt^fiid |h9^ business of [(OH!^ imporljance ha4 
b^^ii^bjt l^im to l^^Bj^^ 9q. tbal; he vroAi^d h«V€ 
lV«?y Aittje t J9^ V> de4ip^t^ tq any tbwg ejsc; ; but^^ 
^pisf^f^er, bfl wquld npt go awi^ without mm% Uiro 
3^l»*y <hpn. p^ifltt^f % best fri?»d« iR the wwldt 
ftOd t}^ oe^t m^r^ing C . . , . «?l| <^ in ^ yiol^m: 
l^wy t0 Woj^ Rwnftp^rte qf ttw itnporto^t 4C- 
.qjBmiQt^nf q which ^ b^d jw^ i»?id/^, aq4 pa^^tifiv^ 
)^% q9 Ihj^ fn«MQ«^ k« nff«Rl W %i»4 ^^ i^ 1*^ 
^ «c^jl4 9iif § »|iQfl^e4 in iwk?i%g tli^ Mw ^^^ 
iinb^fim ^^WKffJf with r«^)«Qt; 1i^ t|ift ^eq^ipieatf of 
lUftCiHisIl tqwordi France* 

ifiipaiiiipaite was lojAeh pleMtd !9^ilb Om pr<^ 
^ctiof bfa fafowttev-rr'^ Thj^mitfC said bflj " if 
A jbw^l to Qf at tib^ pras^nA mqinwt. If b^ wil 
<>iily bla^, tbwi we afeaJl wffirtaift what ?sfldit is \^ 
he given tt2)' thainfoirmaliQQ of our aioba9«#dQr with 
ref4fX9c;l to that $iil^ct." -r^ Five . 4*y» b«>w#v?f 
)MA$«d,wilhpq| in^fn^yirs q£ th^ilysftiiyi eoup,ti sp 
lib^t M^waAeuf C ^ . , . ^q| for ^Hf^ Abb6 ^h^ b^d 
iptif^dDciedi bin^ ; b^ vi^^jt: to tb^ fa»f)un(#^ ^iitwl 
m%^w^ binp ^ii b«; baid: Qqver ^mn Hm m»» the 
4ay 9|i wMiiQh hf pRKsented hmky aud when qw^si- 
tioiied: b(8/<^/ and b|i. whi^l means biQ ha4 beqouie 
ftQq[imlt«i iRlith iiim^ tke Abb4 aiiue«0e4 that 
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having called on Monsieur Qneslay, at the Hotel 
Richelieu, change had brought tfaeoi together : 
that the manners, the conversation, and. above alb 
the knowledge of the stranger had charmed him ; 
that knowing the great partiality which Moiisienr 
C . . . . had for well-informed men, he had felt a 
true pleasure in introducing him. ** It is one,* 
said the favorite, " it is true, I confess, that you 
have procured for me. I only regret that 1 cannot 
enjoy it more frequently. Endeavour to' find htm 
out; and bring him to dinner this very afternoon 
with you.** ITie Abbi did not wait to be twice 
asked, but ran instantly to the Hotel Richelieu; 
What then was his surprise at seeing the stranger's 
trunks all packed op, and he ready fbr setting 
off! — But after expressing his astonishment Btt 
such k speedy departure. •* Don*t speak of it,** 
said the pretended 'Russian. *^ I am 4|aite in 
despair, as I did not suppose that I should have 
occasion for so much money as was required to 
settle the affairs that brought me to Paris ; so that 
I have now no more than what is barely necessary 
to convey me with decency to where I am kno>rn. 
I have indeed some countrymen here, who wouI4 
r^use me nothing ; but it is of the ntmost im- 
portance to me that they should not know of 
my being at Paris. I will confess to you also that 
I am under a false name ; but I entreat you to 
keep my secret faithfully. Make my excuses to 
Monsieur C • • . ; tell him that nothing hot the 



nrgraey of my affiiirs coold have forceSl oae to 
ae^lect the promise which i imde of not setting ofl^ 
witliout seeing him.'' — '* Not so sir," said the 
Ahb6z ^* we must not lose you in this roannier; 
on the contrary, 1 am come to hivite yon to dinner 
at Monsieur C # . • .'s request ; and I am fain to 
believe, that for my sake, you wiU not refuse this 
invitation, even if it was not proper to acqiplf 
yourself for the very handsome manner in which he 
has already received you.'* 

^^ Monsieur I AJbM/* replied thd pseuda 
nohleman, *^ I am quite in. dejipsdr at hein§ 
oliliged to refuse you,- but I cannot act otherwise; 
Tkie carriage and hoirses are eng^qged ; mpreovei;, X 
have written tody frjedds> and on a oertainr d^. they 
wilLexpect met" 

The Ahb^ took great pains., even to insisst^ii} 
a compKance with hiB request, but, did opt sucr 
ceed, and on his return to Monsieur C. • • • gave 
hitti an account of its mission and his. failurcH- 
^' What/* exclaimed C • • . • ". must this young 
iibbletaaii set off iuispch i^ huicry, because his funds 
are deficient ?> Fly quickly, j lV(onsieur L*Abbj6 ; 
kill the horses if .;MGfs^ry:: tell him that th0 
reasons which he . ]aH^[i^ : must have 119 weight 
with him* . Let him.obine here; I sh^ll n^^r 
pardon him, if he depnves me of the pleasure of 
jrendetin^ him so slight aservice***. 1 

'^ The Abb6, on hiarethrn to the Hotel Richer 
lieu, found the' stranger in the sautt dispc»ition foe 



setting dif, Md tben^stifgd tti^klte, ^mtiA forwofdi, 
What had passed witll !]!,».. After liiiiiibetV(Sc 
dlftccilttes, the baunl consented to sq^ tit* ndaisUiv 
merefy, as ho said, to thank him; for his civiBtfeiT^ 
8Bd fhe^ tafibe hb learro}' for he^ #ft aot wkfa aU 
Aie wwHt to know that he had been oWgoA te 
eotrtrket clehls ia Fmtt(eb Ho ao^: aeoao^paiiied 
Ae AbM-to Mottsiedr O * • • • ; add the* kttflr^ as 
8o6a as he saw him, crieA oai-«^^ Cdoicv ungrade*^ 
fal sir, if all your conntryiQ^A ^hinb ^%*y^a db> 
fhejr do lis a greotdajopy m^ supfMiiwg that we are 
incapable of conftrring an obligatioQ apcMi aa 
hdnonrable «ad/^^<< Fardoa me, sir } Idb yoasi 
tonntry M <he jnstiee whieh it dei^ivies ; hu£ 
scarcely fcnow« to yon, and aot .dttsttooa to. ba. so 
by any one else just at this crisis, yon most uoasa 
meiBtiaiSG the ooly stpp v^dk hoaMiar. pennits/* 
— ♦^WhatJ you are respited the»^^ Cmaq^aans^ 
what a strange tAn^l ■ Bm les as Te^tmti^xKj 
cabinet, and tkei^ wo shall 8ettlis>thia4aii«Qe0s«'' 

Tlie Rus8k«, after many s^tpeatias/ oaiiftssed 
thafr his- Mly reason f^r setttdg off was^ tUtifae 
might collect about iv^tnty thovsand ftaiio% whkk 
he y6t reqaired, in p|!der *» tetinkiato rsoans \M^ 
itiipoitaat al&irs ih that t;i^)%al, «nd: minie paettcsi* 
laitf so in^ the Duchy ofi Deux Ptmls. 

C. initaotly made hS«) an bffirr dSrthB.'«M|i 
required, even of mordy ii n^ssarf ; biftt ih^dhyu 
pOGiiilcht sirangeiv still permt^di Jii atiising to 
accept of it i at^leagth, hoarsaai, hei c^waatt^d.tb 



ntbioh ¥ferQ.kittwtly «Qii9te4 Q^t to bi^, a^nd iox 
w]iicb he ofic red hi% Twetpt 2 tb^tt hpw«Qv^r« Mq99^ 
C- would out takQ« :Aft»i^ thU b^ rwfriv^dpeu 
Quaai^a to iitHirii tq hi$ Iik^^I^ U» cqmr^dfct tl]\i9 
orders for hi* dft^aruw^ ; bm tjU^t permi^sipix w#? 
ooly fi»|it€4 bUll, upw conditioq that 1;^ would 
Betum.ifi a0< bo^atf as diiin^r BbouJd not b^ ^xv^i 
np Hjptil bift arwut. He fpn^d |»o di^ciiiUy in 
veit/f^ngi the oi^en tih^t he had ff^^^ l /w of ^l 
her hp4. ^i4) Qotibwg was true ex;cept the Lashjin^ ^^ 
of his .tru«)tis^ ^ that he w^. ex^tct in fulfilling 
hispramlaiQ; tJd^iDty QtJMt^s served himtagof^nd 
Mtam; tM di^Q^^r wa| ^^VgbtfuU l^ftd. the wi^e 

Th$ seryaQtj^ ha4. ovd^rs tQi sp^re na civility 
tbwawlsc^ tbi yoiipg mb]«92i^p ; h^ w*s PP>, hqw;- 
«vef, Jfci) be duped; bjf ihe ^sgQvwJP nfit^ wWcb bfs 
g^UiBs was vfiiien mied't ^nk as hQ W^ ^ ni^l^ who 
€«nld' drihk his bottle^^ he did pol, atCeimpt tc^ b«^(()}c 
the tmaits. Qa ^^ktg ^Von) table, tb§ epmpfm&y 
rtfcured IidHb^ th? s£^l0Qq^ wh^n C* adfi^l^ly dr?w the 
3iQiwg man iajio ^ Qprflerj, wlj^re h* m^^e him a 
tliowftndi offeTs pf s^rMice, 9i«d tbw led birai ipscn- 
•JWyi.to jtjbe poiiit, of ei]|qH|ii{)g >fth^ court of Rus- 
m Wk»4i "^kh 9, favo«wWe>ye upop th? crpwn gf 
I^Wce, tlMKplac^eid upon th,e head of. Ri|oa^p«te, 
Mi wfe^tU^r t^^^. Eafp?r4>af af fti^si^yet^jeUii^eid 
»H]I ftie»drf¥> for th^ ^ourbQps.,. 

T*eatrwgeri wh^w#3 prflparpd fsr^^U tli^^e 
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questions, pretended for a moment some emimr- 
rassment with respect to answering thttn : he inacle 
some delicate hesitation, but at length said to him 
^* Sir, it would be ungrateful to your kindness, if I 
were to keep an absolute silence with respect to 
the questions you have just put to me; neverthe- 
less, if it was your intention to make m6 purchase, 
by culpable indiscretion, the service that yba have 
rendered me, I should be silent, and I would 
instantly repay you ; but I believe you incapable 
of such a measure/^ C. attempted to interrupt 
him, in order to fortify this last sentiment. '^ Do 
not interrupt me, sir ; I believe your probity with* ' 
out asseveration, and this I am now going to prove 
to you, inasmuch as I shall entrust you with more 
confidential communications than you require of 
me. Yon wish to know the sentiments of the 
Kussian court upon the new dignity which Bao^ 
naparte is on the point of assuming. Another 
person might perhaps say that he knew uo^ 
thing of the subject ; but the reception you have 
given me> and your exertions in my favour, make 
it my duty to give you some details, whiph are 
of the more importancci because my name, my 
birth, and the access that I have to the minis* 
ters themselves, have always enabled me to pe^ 
net rate into the secrets of the cabinet. How- 
evier, sir, you will pardon me otae restriction that 
I must lay upon you. I have reason to believe 
that you are tEe most intimate counsellor of Buo- 
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napaite: it is therefore clear, that yon will ac^ 
qnaint him with the confidential comtnnnications 
which I now iilake to yon ; and that ought to be 
so, fot the sole reason that he is personally inte- 
rested in them. These secrets, therefore, are of a 
nature that deserve to be well weighed, and will 
be susceptible of certain developements, which 
it is impossible that I could lay before you in a 
siniple conversation. Permit me then, to reduce 
to writing all that I can tell yon of the present 
sfttlation of the cabinet of St. Petersburgh : I shall 
make a- large packet of it, which you may yourself 
deliver to Buonaparte; for I confess to yon, that 
It will flatter me much that be shonld have tlie first 
fruits of my commnnications." 

This procedure, to be sore, was not at the 
Bottom the most complimentary to Monsieur C, 
as it did not seem to mark fbr him all the confi- 
dence he had a right to expect, after the manner in 
which he had conducted himself towards this 
stranger. The importance of the. affair, however, 
made him silently pass over this little mortifica- 
tion : moreover, as the whole was to be commn- 
nicated to Buonaparte, it was of little consequence 
to him that it should be sent in a sealed packet, 
for he was always certain of being acquainted with 
the contents. He reflected also, that this writing 
would be a thing to which he might always have 
recourse when there was occasion; and he there- 
fore aieqni^ced with a good grace in the condt- 



,qae&t;e4 of him tvo cfoys foi; tJbf.cqiAj^lcitin^ of tkw 

with the X^^x^ of tbi& n^gojpis^tiQu ; foj,, 39Jfl h^ tp 
l^iipsfilftCoiiiip^niLC^tiQps given ia wri^tipn ipn^tb^p 
accoi^ate^ aad of some in^portancf^ ap4'be tberefQjc^ 
basteqed tbe oei^t morning to give B^QP^j^at!^ ^ 
detfiiled account of the whole affair, wh^o ipfMi;li 
^pplaade^ thQ determins^tion of the str;^ngej|^ 1:9 
nedacp tq writing tbe ooii^dei^i^i. coipip^unipftK!|8^ 
vfhkh he propps)e4 tomalje. Tl^e Count If etrow- 
]qw was faiithfnl to hip if^rd^ and two 4ay# .^^r*- 
W4a>d£r pr^44nted to IVfoD^^ur C^ ^ P4^^?t| pfose^ 
with many seals, telling l^ifn tb^t b^ Wi^iie4 wi^ 
ifups^tiepcf for the qpinjqn whiqb Buon^p^i^ would 
P¥^. i^PR ^s< latio^ra, '' A§ sooft a^ I aiq s^f^ 
<j^Wi9ts4: Vith b^s qpinion/' safc| lV|ppfJSpif q. 
r $b,aJJl t^steii tp lej you t:nqw it; ^/sA\evj^uJ^^ 
i;fqne her^ to«inQrxOfW\ Buop^part^ is §t ^ajpj^ 
0OA^4-T^I shall go th^re early, and ip the ev^pj^g 
i, will give yoi^ an answer," 

The Qoble Russian retired^ and the, ne^t lAOiq- 
iog, e^rly,. Monsieur C. arrived ^t SwClpud, wber^ 
he fpun^ Buonaparte alone^ sittjpg ip a rece^^-r- 
** Uefse^"' $ajd i^. " ^e the pa^er^ "^^oh our n^p 
has proipised .ns." Buonaparite tpok th§ Pf*ck«^» 
{^Vit ?€^ired. towards 4 wiftifcw.i b«t Jjefea^ s^wflf^Jy 
.b^^u : there t^ree tDinul^s^.W/liep» utte^l^g. aff; e^- 
^ratJQn^ be threw thej^pejs ipto tbe (i4(idk of the 



•ai^rtiittot, >e5SclabBiiig<^^' There, *, t«ad that; 
-liKeiie ^n wH! sire a pretty ttn^k^; tbfrt yoa 4ill 6tt 
%hat a rascfel jr<yu hire 1^ «> do wi«h f ' 

G. tSiHUtidW^trftrk/ «l«d wen- tieitiibli*g, kbfew 
not what te tbi^hk. 6f this %tet\^i faxiiCulmly m( 
^n(ytm)i^tke*s ragts. I ^hthetted ^p the papertiwhich 
%^re ^tfttc^^ed «v^t ^liib ^dt, bdt they were ne- 
thit)^ m'Qft thkh l)lank pap^r> ^th tli6^«xoB|Aite 
tff ijtoe Aeetj tin li^hlcti tteeiv^ Was' sMiitlhiiig wtit- 
ten. I iji>itis6iit6d it M^ MoMiVar C. lirhcrfaegafitD 
¥^d'; iMit iat ^«v«fy w^rl^ i^t et«r^'«taliiMacd^ ite 
4^hiifn^ coldut: Ihife #lk^> ind^^d, almost nftady tb 
faiiA, atid tile ^leliete of ^ttanaparle <did not natHne 
to TfecoVjer tlft». 

'' Well, sir, what think yoa of thik iMMiriUs 
business?*' 

*^ I am unable to answer you : permit me to 
«it dWvh/' 

*" H^ ts^ vitMn, ^llotti W6miC9tiseMrk'* 

^ Y^, fer he has l^tcked Moe alM^tit dftwentif- 
Tdur tbotis(and fraiWrs.^ 

^ !fo<*r so ?" **daiifci6d Bttotiip«rte{ whew C. 
Infortileti hitti of tbe prfc« ^t t«ikh ftfe liad iwogUt 
Itke pTfetfend^d Ctfimt, 

'* l^bef^,'* ntM HvMA^mty '' is, MK>thir 
pYtitj busitfeiss. It h the ttry d^pVh bf Ms 
fcailtty ; ttit pwhap^ (fticy tdll hb bblfe to lay hi&ld«f 

^« I dtttibt it ; hb hias ahieWly %iAm« tbitiy 
litttits of to."^ 
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*'You are right; but give ine hia infamoos 
icrawl, and T will take sach meaaures as shall find 
him oat, whatever may be bis place of ref oge ;*' on 
which Monsienr C. as much confounded as a fox in 
a trap^ retired with great precipitation. 

The hope of vengeance calmed Buonaparte's 
•apparent an^er; but that hope was deceived, for 
«U the researches made after this ingenious swind* 
ler.were useless. They only learned^ on strong 
suspicion, that he was a Jew, and that he had re* 
Iked into the territory of the Grand Signor, where 
he embraced the Mahometan religion. Some time 
afterwards; I had an opportunity of seeing the let- 
ter which gave so much offence to Buonaparte aod 
his friend. 

Thus it was^ word for word : 

^^ I am asked what is the disposition of the 
court of St. Petersburgh with respect to the pre- 
sent state of affairs in France: all Europe knows 
that in a^ortnight Napoleon Buonaparte will be 
declared Emperor of the French. It is wished to 
know what the Emperor of Russia thinks of this 
new dignity. It is also wished to know what are 
the opinions of the Russian cabinet with respect to 
the military and political conduct of Buonaparte. 
An answer to these several questions would fill a 
volume, if I were to enter into all the details rela- 
tive to such subjects ; but I shall confine myself to 
answer specifically to each of these aforesaid queir 
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timis. For fifteen, years, France has destroyed the * 
eqailibrittin of Europe. The fluctuation of it9 
goyernment has caused that versatility of diplomacy 
in other cabinets. Their victories have reduced 
many states to desire peace most ardently. Even 
Russia, one of those powers which has suffered 
least, desires it most sincerely, and manifests the 
same pacific dispositions. The prosperity of 
France, far from ^ving umbrage to Rnssiai is oil 
the contrary useful to her silly jealousy of some 
bordering states : a jealousy only six months old. 
The liamiliation of Austria to a certain point 
pretty wdl bounds the secret desires of the. St. 
Petersburgh cabinet: moreover, it does not see 
with pleasure, that Prussia aflfects to be ccMisidered 
as the first military power in Europe. 

'* As to the sentiments of the Emperor of 
Rossia in respect to the crown which Buonaparte 
is about to place upon his own head, I can aver 
that he is nearly upon the point of ackHbwledg- 
ing him as a brother monarch. . As to all the ho- 
nour which has been done to the cause of the 
Bourbons. Louis XVIII, is nothing more than a 
cqnsecrated idol, which the policy of Europe can- 
not replace in its proper temple; Buonaparte, in 
placing himself upon the throne of France, gives 
to his own government a principle. of steadiness 
which offers a pleasing assurance to the Emperor 
of Russia, in permitting him to execute, at his 
leisure, his projects agsjnst Turl^ey. 



M4 iwmis^ iffiifofM or 

'' Finally^ ft 18 wished to kotmr irlwl ref)illMt«» 
tibti BiNmaparte l^ears in Rwsifti aifd t«4iatli gir^ 
Bi^raity thought >^ hkti fhei«. One <ta«l Wilt te ft 
kvfficieHit «Mwer to this qo0siiom 

'' WImb they Itamt «t Feti^sbfargfa ^feie mat- 
fanachoty «bktk xif the I>iilie d fiUgliien^ tfaef^ Wtti 
biit ipne cry a^aiottt the asaasiaini Tbe IdOod «f 
that victim Millred all the laiorriB ^ tbe cooqaetor 
bf Marengo. 

'' The ptiblic erteem g^v^ placd tb gMef&l 
«Mcmtfoo, ami viartng the teervkse perftettvi^ M 
ft. P^erfcboTgk, in hdtidtar Iff tUM itiemiMy 4)t^ 
ttet vAfortaimte prince, «U heahs pat*tMk o^ the 
•eotiments in tbe following interiptrbn^ whidi InM 
traced «fron iiie cenotapli. 

'< Inefyto^rincipi Ludovico-Antonio-'Henrico Borbaifio'CondiBC, 
ihicr ifSvtghitn, n&hfHirius propria et H'cita vh-tute fWafit iifirttfunesta 

generU lues.*^ 

" To iht iUtttirious Prince* Louis- Aothony-HcBry Bourbon* 
Condi* Duke d^Enghien, nbt less admiVablB for bis private virtues 
X}iMk %it\iik teHto^holy deitti; beinip ci«iMiiYied hy %hat ifMtMJIdak 
Girsican Btast« tho lerror of .£«l>ope* a«Q tbe tpesitif the hmm 
race." 

BnoM^arto now pnepared to give to bis new 
flKgnity toil that splMdo^kr of which it was 8«60epi> 
tiUe: and he widhttd at Jfirst, aftttr the issage^ 
onr ^andient kings^ to be consecrated at Rtieimet 
bnt he wa» afitfid ibat PopB Pins VII would mdn 
wb^ diffcttitfos, tod Wcnidd mft penhit abbhiip 
to prostitute the Mtfcred miaiistry ib? tfajia i^temxmf* 



However, tiM^ Pope, to whom iie had git^n fm^ 
Tiotis intimation of this affair^ made him a veiy 
satisfactory answer npon the subject. He had^ 
notwithstanding, comnrnnicated his ftara respect- 
ing it to Gen&r^ L - ^ who answered, ** If I 

'wefe in yonr Majesty's^ place, I wonld kave tha 
iri<uff of #esns Christ to tit quietly ia his ohaifv 
and would do whsitei^ar I wish at faoiM, kfy sqr 
'omn authority. We lire no loager in timts 
when the holy oil is «a artick of laith« That 
form, moreover, is not absolatdy reqmred. There 
are monardis who reign very well without sh-i>- 
witness Spain, and aeveral others.*' 

'^ That/^ replied the new monarch, <^isre»r 
aoniog like a soldier ; bat do you fo^g^ thet there 
are fire-and-twenty millioas^ to whom I am tf 
give laws, of whom at least eighteen millions oon* 
sist of fools, pedants, and old women, whowotild 
not bieUeve me to be a legitimate sovereign, if the 
unction of the Lord did not fall upon me. In a caae 
eo peremptory, we must not neglect to dazsle the 
eyes ^ the many : splendor alm^ frmentfi rp^ 
flectiakJ' 

'^ I feel that, as well as you do/' rqilied the 
courtier : *' but ^rmit me to tell yon, that you 
wiil do iuuch injury to your plans, if, afier asking 
the c<menrre&ce of the holy, father, joa should 
iMel with a refusal." 

** What dp you jipeak of— ^a refusal ? The 
Pope darasmH lefuy^. Jhp ^good tbi|Pg3 of thi3 world 

R 
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touch him u lieftrly as' those of Heayen. I knoif 
Pope Pias VII| I took measore of him ckiriog 
the concdrdat.'' » 

** He IS an Italian^ cannings sly.** 
** Well, well^ general, I shall be glad to 
conyince yon that the father of the faithful gives 
me no trouble, and that I know how to mcKlel 
him to my wishes. No, I shall not cause myself 
to be consecrated at Rheims ; a simple archbishop 
shall not lay hands on me. The Emperor of the 
French ought only to kneel before the vicar ^ 
God. I can assure yon that I shall be couse- 
crated in my own capital, that Pope Pins VII. shall 
travel from Rome to Paris in order to preside at 
that ceremony/ Great promises upon certain points, 
and great honours to be shewn both on the road 
and at Paris, will be sufficient to bring hither that 
holy man/' 

The next day General L — ^-^ whibt relating 
this affair to the Abb^ G^- — ^, said to him, ** It 
is impossible to believe that saeh is his design. 
He has treated the whole affair so cavaKerly that I 
can only consider it as a joke." In the end, how* 
ever. General L ' learnt that he but little 

knew his master; and that he, even whilst appa* 
rently joking, had said nothing that he did not 
intend to do, and whichhe did nttt actually ac- 
comj>lish. Buonaparte, whilst waiting the arrival 
of his holiness, gave the most particular orders for 
the magnificent celebration of the cewmooy. - He 
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wished to have at his new court a ceremonial 
worthy of its master ; but he did not expect to 
find in France a man snflSci^ntly acquainted with 
the details of such an affair ; therefore Turin fur- 
nished, him whh a Monsieur S- — ^, and I confess 
that he could not have hit npon a man fitter for 
his purpose. Monsieur S— ^ is that man, in the 
world, the most starched and minute. I know 
not whether this great master of ceremony and eti- 
quette had modelled his instructions upon the ca- 
prfces of princes, but the ceremonial of the court 
of France was an extravagant despotism, of a fro* 
zen severity, and extended from: the lowest under- 
strapper amongst the footmen, up to the first gen- 
tleman of the houshold. If it had only been 
possible to regulate people's thoughts, Buonaparte 
wonld have been the best attended prince in Chris- 
tendom. 

Can It be believed that this grand guide and 
director of cnrvettes and measured steps, really 
thdugbt smcerelythat a man must be a philoso- 
pher, in order to attaih a thorough knowledge of 
the sublimity of his ceremonial. '' Before we can 
regulate the ceremonial of a court," said he, " we 
mast have an absolute knowledge of the monarch; 
we must know his degree of power, his capric^es 
his customs, also his courtiers and favorites ; but, 
abofee fell, hii mistnesses, if he has any. - A superfi- 
c«al Irian may dotibt those truths, and may laugh 
at Hie if he pleases— what is that to me ?'' It is 

RS 
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not the less trne, that a good master of the cere* 
inbaies at the court of Henry IV, would have been 
an indifferent one at that of Nay oleoo. 

However it may be^ Buonaparte himself was 
not less anxious to enter into almost all tlie details 
of the grand spectacle which he wished to gire to 
the good dtizens of Paris ; a drcumstance lathjor 
wrprising with respect to Um, as he well knew 
that such details were unworthy his character. 
But perhaps it must be confessed, that there was 
something so agreeable to him in these trifles, that 
he could not resist them, though he still avoided 
as mnch as possible the being Imown to oecepy 
himself with these miautiae. 

^ It was particularly with respect to the choice 
of dresses, and in the decorations of the corona- 
tion coach, tliat he shewed himself most difficult 
to be pleased. A whole heap of models were laid 
before him before he could "satisfy himself; and 
the difficulties which the crowd of coach-makers 
had to encounter in fixing him at last to a model, 
produced a scene of consideraUe amusement, and 
which did much honour to the ncKv monardi ; for 
I cannot deay that he then manifested some flashes 
of greatness^^ of soul^ and some sparks of modera* 
tion worthy of a Titus ! 

One morning Buonaparte was talking with 
his brotlier Joseph, in a bow window which looked 
i (f to the garden of the Thnilleries. The late Mon- 
sieur* D. • • • and L. » . • were ^passing by, and D. • 



picked lip a sealed Itttor, tbe direaioa of which 
was printed^ and ran thus :— " To His Majesty 
tbe Emperor ;" aod upon the opposite sid4 was 
written, ^^aflbirs relative to the coronation coach," 
D. • • • , a wise and prudent man» meant to pnt it 
iato his pocket, and take another opportunity of 
opening it, when he might present it to the £ni* 
pieror^ if the contents deserved that trouble ; but 
hie friend objected^ and said that as the direction 
on the back of the letter could not be suspected, he 
night at once open it, and see the contents. More 
through complaisance than otherwisiB, ]>• • • opened 
the letter ; but judge of his indignation on lead- 
ing three shocking couplets,, of which, however, 
I could never procure morie than the first ; and 
here is its purport :-*-^ 

^ AdaUe to the different inventors of the models 
for the eoronation coach. 

V* Gentlem^n.-^The coronation coach ought 
to be worthy of Csssar. Your models are nothing 
more than hackney-coaches, fit .only for carrying 
a man to the gallows ; but learn that a chariot for 
the Great Napoleon is not to be constructed by a 
paltry coachmaker— *no ! it ought to ^ nutde hy a 
Q^rtwright r* 

The first act of Monsieur D.... was to thrust 
the leuer into his pockrt, to have an early eppor-* 
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tutiity of barning it ; this was done^ atid the afTair 
woold have, passed oniioticed, if Joseph had not 
called his brother's attention to the scene. /^ We 
roust know what it is," said he ; *^ let the^e gen- 
tlemen be brought in." They were introduced, 
and after some conversation relative to the business 
of their offices, the £nip€ror said to them — "Pray, 
gentlemeni may it be asked without intHscretion, 
what are the contents of the letter which yo» 
picked up under that window/' 

At. this question, Monsieur D--— became 
pale, and- his. friend was in the greptest eipbar* 
rassment ; however, the first spoke, and told the 
Emperor that it was merely a trifling paper. " '* If 
so, you may then shew it to me." — ** But, Sire ! 
I have thrown it away." — " Not so, sic, for yon 
put it in your left pocket. Stop, my friend — you 
oannot tell a lie.; it^e. paleness of your counte- 
nance, the hesitation of your answers, and the 
embarrassment of Monsieur L— are. all proofs 
that this letter has some reference to me. I would 

believe *" "Your Majesty, I would fain believe, 

knows the attachment which I bear towards your 
royal person. Your Majesty, I trust, will be- 
lieve, that if I have hesitated in giving you 
the paper which I found, it is merely because it 
cpuld not be of any service to you. Yes, Sire, in 
assuring you upon my honour, that this note is* 
not a state secret, and that its contend cannot be 
of tl^e slightest intei^st to Your Majesty, I assure 
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you also, thai if yon iosist npop my giving it up, 
you will caQse me a. most sensible inor€ificatioD» 
9iud one which I deserve not to suflfer.*'— ,*' 1 never> 
Sir, intended to vex yon ; but this heat— -of what 
iiatnre is the writing r"— ** Sire, it is some versc9»'* 
— ^'* Inthatcase, if they relate to yourself, lam 
wxoog in asking lo see them ; if they regard me^ 
1 must believe that I owe yonr refusal to your 
good will. These are bnt some silly verses it is 
true ; but ai though that kind of writing gives me 
very little concern, yet I am not the less sensible 
of the merit of your proceedings. Would ta God 
that all those who snrround thrones, thought and 
felt as you do ! How many useless bhagrinf 
would kings, then avoid! and how many indis* 
cretions would tfSQape being pnnished as crimes !*' 

The^e last words seemed* to come so much 
from the heart, that five persons who were present 
were all Uiuch afiected by them ; and the Emperor 
added : — " I intreat you, gentlemen, Qot to let 
this affliir be known/'— ^*^ Ah ! Sire," answered 
Monsieur de V-— r — , with. his usual gaiety, ^* do 
you wish to. rob the daily papers i What *a fine 
article, when all this shjill have passed through 
the hands of their editors !" 

*' it is precisely for that reason/' said the Em- 
peror, ** that I ask for secrecy ; for they would 
labour so much on the copy, that it would lose all 
fiesemblance of the original." 

In writing memoirs like these, one expenences 



a sweet plcasare whibt recording; sUch occvrrenoee; 
ijt is like being in the midst of an arid plain nnder 
a faufiuilg snn^ and there to find a shady spot, 
befleath whosd fiofiage flows and mnrmnrs a cool 
and limpid stream. It is luifortanatc that similar 
acts Were unoommon during Buonaparte's reigo. 
It is also ¥ety rafe to find a conrtier like Mon<^ 
sieur ! ) ■ ? . If the rascality of those who were 
aronnd him has^ on some occasions^ tarnished his 
actions with the appesirance of dishonesty, it ic^ 
BOt tlie less trne, that in the emment post whicb 
Iheheldf he was one of the worthiest men of Bno-^ 
aapaite's cburt. He possessed the great art of 
telling truth to his monarchy without hurting his 
&etings; with htta» lespect and eulogium often 
catlsed a remonstiraace to be attended to, without^ 
at the same time, destroying its effect : his silence 
cm delicate points^ or resfpecting unjust proceed- 
Wg»5 was always a mark of his disapproval of them, 
bnt his fisatuffes had not even then the expression 
•f a splenetic censor, whose sourness hurts more 
than it refm-ms. " If you do a good acttoit;*' 
he secmtd to say, « you will oblige me.'* Hi* 
maxim at court was, that ^* whoever accuses, h 
himself in the wrong.*^ In short, this man was, 
at the court even of a (fespot, that which a truly 
honest man ought to be, and his glorious desth 
was a real kss to the community. 

The Pope at length arrived at Fontainebleao,. 
and the cefeaaony of the eoronation was fast 



ispproaAing. All the ptofJe At court had already 
learnt their parts^ and got their state dresses 
Kady, whilst even the very horses that virere to 
draw the imperial coach were trained to the cere- 
monial pace. In fact^ the Emperor himself was 
the most embarrassed of all respecting his own 
deportment, and the task he had to go through. 
Thei'ie existed not in ¥rance any t^dition of the* 
part wbicb an usurper had to perform, nw of his 
formalities and gestures during his coronation; 
This part (heti must be quite a new creation ; and 
however good an actor he might be, still the pan* 
tomime appeared to him extremely difficult : the 
grand mantle, but, above all, the hand of justice 
poiizled him most. 

These remarks may appear too minute and 
Infill^ to the eyes of the generality of readers, 
bat tbev^ will be found very valuable to one 
who loves to observe human actions. The awk« 
wardness of this Prince, in manning the attributes 
pf his new dignity, is a convincing proof that he 
was not born to enjoy them ; and the embarrass^ 
meat of his situation was a certain pledge that 
the throne was not his cradle. It is said, that a 
man must be born an actor to enable him to repre- 
sent various characters to the life ; and in like 
manner, it ia necessary to be born a prince, in order 
to sit gracefully on a throne, and to play the part' 
without constraint or stiffness. Buonaparte^ ne* 
verthfless^ after many rehearsals^ ^i length thought 
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bimself ^ufficteutly perfect for tho drawing ap cf 
tjie curtain. His wife, whom he had wished to 
perfect in the suroe grimaces, told him — *' The 
uoUeiiess of niy sentiments will give me that ex** 
pressron suitable to my new dignity t I shall be 
iY<»thy of you.'*-Tr*But he insisted no further upon 
that article, still he cotfld not keep from preparing 
her for the cor^ation ceremony, by a set discourse, 
and one which deserves to find a f>lace here. 

^^ Madam, said he, in tlie presence of bis two 
brothers, nml of four of the grand dignitaries* 
'' the wi»h of a great nation calls your husband 
to the ftrst throne in the world. The affection 
which I bear to yon, and an intimate knowledge 
of your truly royal qualiiies, have determined me 
to ai>similate you with myself in all the honours of 
supreme rank. The vicar of Gpd is now about 
to give you the imposition of hands, and to con* 
secrate your brows with a diadem. 

^' This august and sacred act imposes'oii yod 
great virtues, and yours*, madam, will learn to 
elevate themselves to the height of my destiny. 
My projects are immense, and the future pros- 
perity of my people shall be almost incredible. 
I would refuse the throne, notwithstanding the 
splendour with which it surrounds me, if I were 
ne*t certain of seeing the French the first people, 
not only of past and present times, but also the 
first nation amidst the train of future ages. This 
vast and sublime hope has metamorphosed my 
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nature^ atid my soul feels enlarged by it, M^ 
views see no limits, and my imagination has al* 
ready leaped over the bounds of the known world. 
Oh! powerful, nionarchs ! who give laws to in- 
numerable people^ the successor of Charlemagne 
mast march in your first rank. The courage of 
his armies, and the genius of victory^ shall create 
that thunder which shall be ready to blast the 
eoeniies of his just power! 

^* How sweet it will be to me, madam^ to see 

the companion and sharer of my destinies rise to 

the level of my projects ! If the sun dazzles us, 

yet still the stars glilter with a majestic brilliancy. 

" 1 do not impose upon you merely the great 

qualities of the part you have to perform ; I even 

regard yon as the model upon which shall be 

formed all the domestic virtues of my family, 

which ought, . as well as you, ' to be worthy of 

xne. I have great destinies in store for it. Formed 

upon your lessons, and upon your example, I am 

fain to believe that it will never be misplaced under 

the most fortunate circumstances, 

*^ Inculcate, madam, and impress this expres- 
sion of my will upon tht» hearts of your own 
children, and also of my sisters. Unfold to their 
view the sketch of future brilliant events. 
Nothing, I repeat it to you, ought to come short 
of my glorious intentions !'* 

During this discourse, the Emjiress seemed 
to have abandoned herself to a torrent of re- 
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Section. The boldnesg of the expritiions, and 
the gigantic extent of the projects, terrified her 
soft and timid disposition. Her imagioatioa in-- 
stantly penetratcjd into a^ futurity of tempesis 
ready to blacken the European horizon ; and that 
painful sentiment threw a shade of grief over her 
countenance. A single sentence formed her an* 
swer; hut that sentence was admirable for it» 
laconic propriety — *' 1 shall be»'* said Josephiiie» 
*^ all that I ought to be, as wife^ (^aeoi, and 
mother/' 

I ami not certain that thi» discourse was reall j 
Buonaparte's own; but, when it fell into my 
hands, it was in his own hand-writing* However 
it may be, he who does not reflect seriously at 
reading such passages, ought never to opea a 
book. Ought not one to say, that if those who 
were present at this harangue of the new Prince 
had truly loved their country^ or had possessed 
any regard for the caase of humanity,, they would 
instantly have pointed out that impetuous vojcaao^ 
whose eruption was so soon to cover the continent 
with corpses and ashes ! But no ! placed near the 
crater, they knew well that the lava would laancK 
them into an ocean of honour^i and wealth. This 
sea is dried up, 1 know ; but what matter ? Th^ 
have nothing further to wish for, if they know 
how to be wise and content with snpej*fluity. 

* 1 shall not describe the arrival of the Pope at 
Paris, the pomp with he was received, or the 
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Hcrowds of people^ . mon carioas than ehristmii» 
^who pressed round the Holy Ftther. Soch detwls 
£c>rm no part of these Memoirs : I have scaroely 
crayons enough to give a proper coloar to the 
^aits of Napoleon amidst these great events. The 
respect of the mob for the person of his Holiness 
Bbewed to him, at oaoe, the eondnct which he 
ought to puTsoe towards that august personage* 
His personal interest became then the guide to 
his policy ; and Buonaparte admitted a reh'gion ; 
but solely because he believed it useful for the 
anpport of his throne. A religious ceremony was, 
to him. nothing more than a session of the legis« 
Wtive bodies, to which his afiairs called liim ; and 
the metropolitan cathedral of Notre Dame was 
Bdtiung in his eyes but a part of that vast theatre 
in which he had to perform. 

At this epoch, in particular, ail his* conduct 
to the Pope was of the mo^ studied kind ; but 
interested hypocrisy paid him the expence of it* 
** I wish,** said he to his aid-de-camp S. •* to 
make him forget the indiscreet observation of 
Cardinal Pae^." 

His emmteqe had said to the Holy Father, 
that Buonaparte, when simple Consul, had called 
his Holiness 'the generaliesimo of his priestly 
army, and that the archbishops and cardinals were 
diiels of brigade. The fact is true ; and all those 
who were near Buonaparte know it as well as 
nyse&f ; howyve^, i;ircQii)Slanees h^d then forced 
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the Hoty Father to dissemble^ on hearing of thri 
ilisolent mode of joking, and the Emperor now 
spared no pains to induce him to forget it. At 
length the day of coronation arrived; a day 
£imous in the annals of the house of Buona« 
parte*. 

It will not he expected here that I shoutd 
give the details of that pompous ceremony: these 
tiresome recitals may be foand in all the news- 
papers of that date. I mean, however, to draw a 
sketch of it after my oWn manner, bnt the canvas 
shall be on so small a scale, that ennui shall not 
find a place in it. 

In the season of hoar frosts, or hi the month 
of December, 1804, the same people who had 
seen their monarch conducted as a martyr to the 
scaffold, again deserted, at break of day, their 
houses and their workshops; whilst the cnrions 
and giddy crowd pushed into all the streets, 
squeezed into all the squares; and ti^ainpled each 
other upon the quays : some hurig on the pa- 
rapets of the bridges, and others by the bars of the 
windows ; some paid for being hoisted upon' frail 
scaffoldings ready to fall ; whilst others scrambled 
tip, to the ridges of roofe, and bent over horrible 
chasms, without any other safeguard against ia' 
dreadful death than the support of a thin and 
slender slale. Why all this eagerness ? Why brave 
so many dangers ? • 

Loc^k alopg those superb quays' pn the bimka 



KAFOLBON : BCJOMAPA&TE. it39 

of the Seine, where, even frem.nndeir that balcony 
whedce Charles XI. . shot his tiiihappy subjects* 
you see ^advance a carriage glittering with gold. 
Tbi^ elegant car, exquisite chef'-iT^^vre of art 
and taste, is drawn by eight courbers ! Jf I c^n 
believe my eyes, the suiue. dam mnst have foaled 
thetfi all; the same skin, equ^l height, ^iinilar 
pace, the same fieryness are to be seen, and nothing 
among them that can murk a diffeience. Pix>u4 
and mettlesome, they seem to be vain of ihdr 
draught; . the wavii^ of their plumes eclipses 
them, and wh^ii they throw back the^r head^, it 
seems as if to get rid of them. Piancing an4 
impetuous^ ,they seem to foam under theijr rich 
Jbaniess, and the numerous grooms can scarcely^ 
restrain theni. 

What happy mortal occupies th}s. magnificent 
ch^otr — An .obscure individual, sprnng from 
anoidst the barren rocks of Corsica, from that soil 
even >where PaolirS^w his glory eclipsed. A son 
of obscure parents, whose education had even been 
be^u^ through the. beneficence ot our kings; a 
being whose ambition has made, fur him both 
fortune and glory, and to whom these triumphs 
are. permitted by the, weakness of the nation. 
Yo^must surely smile .at. the charming picture of 
these groups of children suspended around the 
C2|fr<age; these are. the sous of ^. that crowd of 
berpes, w;hQ, for the last fifteen years, have. made 
t|i^;worldreSQUt^d with, the noise of their exploits. 



'240 IBCRST MBIiOIRi 09 

These amiable joaths now leam to obey 
nnder a master who has no right to be so to them» 
Then these nameroos carriages^ which follow the 
car of the new monarch ; that brilliaiit and rich!/ 
dressed multitude which sweep ronnd him la a 
vortex ; that is his new court. — ^Assemblage moat 
sublime and most strange ! Heroism and genius^ 
merit and virtue, wisdom and courage» baseness 
and rascality, folly and vanity, avarice aod in- 
trigue; all — all are there! 

Then follow -the procesaion to the cathedral ; 
and there yon will see^ but not wi<ihont astoni^ 
ment, a renerable pontiff the head of (he church. 
First vicar of Jesus Christy be has left the capital 
of the Christian world ; and now his angust hands 
are about to shed the oil of the Lord upon a 
mortal who defies all opposition. In one short 
hour^ the ceremonies of rdigioti shall have coa- 
firmed a Corsican upon the throne of Henry IV. 

Behold it then done ! Buonaparte has now 
leaped over that immense space^ which at all timee 
he had wished to place between other men and 
himself. What mortal might not now have beea 
satbfied! The first powers had recogoized his 
new titles, and other monarchs were preparing 
themselves to call him cousin. Whatever people 
may say, if he had chosen to feign agreeable to 
<he constitution of the empire, 'and to the hkw9 
which h^ had sworn to observe^ it is a fiot tiiait 
the grandsons of Louis would not for along iime 
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4iave succeeded to the inheritance of dieir ancetlom. 

The nsuqiation had received the seal of the di& 

i^rent parties which it had extingnished ; rdigion 

iiad consecrated it ; victory and the aggrandisi^ 

ment of France spoke in its favonr ; and the very 

interests of the existing generation were interwoireii 

Mrith those of the usurper. What was the latter 

t>hen ill want of, in order to give to his sceptre att 

the force of a Ijegitimate power ? A' love to> the 

i-ountry, bounds to his desires^ but, above |dl, a 

iwise economy of his force with respect to his 

iieighi)oor$, whether weak or strong. But no { it 

CouJd not be that he should act thos ; and God did 

not wish to give a formal lie to the hereditaiy right 

of thrones. He permits that the xisnrper shall at 

once become a tyrant : then his miaisters^ alarmed 

^nd terrified^ have no longer the power of shewing 

him the pit whicli he is digging even for himself; 

some even rtgoice at seeing him ron into! it, for 

that is a sweet revenge for the cup of mortificatioi;^ 

which he made them drain to the very dregs* 

Soon a career of sijly enterprizes is opened to 

faim : and if msdoni or reason comey unasked, to 

advise hiin not to conamit himself to the ocaaa 

without a pilbt, then exile or contempt are their 

recompense. He threw himself into the arena of 

gladiators, like a madman who demanded victims 

aad not advice. His heart was deaf to the cries 

of Mood, o^ religion, of nature, and of friendship. 

Who can dmin ^ ilon with flowery garlands? It ia 

S 



'##3 nCRET JI£H0I118, as ^ 

in«Uieblood o£tlie Tictiiiis he has shed that hk 
filk» andean rise no . more. The erne) are never 
ibrmejd for friendship ; thieir fary either drives 
theiU' friends, away^ or causes them to perish in thfe 
-fields of destruction. . This is a trnth, which Bno^ 
ampai^te has strongly proved : whilst fortunate ht 
-wfl^ folio wed« courted, and caressed ; in disgrace be 
waa either abandoned or betrayed* It could not be 
etherwise :. lie had exhausted the patience of some 
«nd glutted the bvarice c^ others. . 

(One of NappJeon's greatest feults was his 
haying doubted the .stability of his i^ign when he 
jfijrst canie to the throne, and the not having 
Udopted a directly different course in his measures 
for consolidating his new power. It is true that 
the chains of despotism, per£dious tridks, and rigo- 
rous measures^ agreed much better with fats owiv 
natural disposition than either clemency or persua. 
lion ; but,, in placing himself upon an usurped 
Arone, ought he not to have foreseen that there 
would be an end to the schemes of the various 
parties ? that hatred, slander, and calumny^ would 
all fasten upon him ; that the empoisoned arrow of 
libel would hiss at his head, and that all his power 
would be ]nsuific»nt to shelter him from the sar* 
easms of a nation which often did not spare even it^ 
legitimate moiisrchs ? i 

.Whilst only Consul, he sometimes despised 
anonymons abuse^ and, indeed, often clandestine 
menaces : -«wben on the throne, why did be. 



NAPOLKOX BUO^ilPAKTK. 945 

not do the same ? he would then have tired oat 
the tongue of the one, and the pen of^ the others* 
Sot no ! despotic, suspicious, and jealons, he 
DTished to put even thought in fetters ; to be ac- 
quainted with the secrets of all^ aud to make one 
half of his people be spies upoa the remainder*. It 
could only have belonged to the genius of a 
demon to institute and organize a police aa 
secret and as dangerous as that of whicti Buo- 
naparte was the creator Machiavel would vainly 
cite, in opposition, his famous treatise. That work 
of d^ested crime would turn pale when compared 
with the institutions of Imperial Espionage. That, 
dwarfish monster was hid from public view ; but it 
had millions of arms occupied night and day in^ 
raking up friendly confidences, familiar effusions, 
firC'Side conversations, the coruscations of wit, 
the silence of contemplation, the secret wishes of 
desire, and even the sighs of the oppressed. 

By turns, informer, judge, and hangman, this 
perfidious cameleon was a composition from 
all classes of society. Gentry of place and title^ 
writers and merryrandrews, workmen^ and state 
annuitants, were all secretly admitted into this 
association. Even legislators had profoundly cal- 
culated on all the gradations of human life, and 
knew how to profit by their acquircfd wisdom^ 
The grey hairs of an old man inspire respect and 
confidence : nobody will believe that, an old man. 
on the brink of the grave can become a rascal and^ 

S3 
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an informer ; but that was the only reason why 
they were chosen for luteners. 1 have seen spies 
bent noder the weight of years and craziness; and 
from the tomb to the cradle, the genius of evil 
had wdl known how to leap over the distance. 

One afternoon of a fine day in Spring, Monr 
giearT— rot endeavoured, under the thick shades 
of the foliage in the Xrdxembourg walks, to divert 
his mitkd from the vexations that opprcsseii it. 
One of his old friends met hira, drew hrm towards 
a bench, and there asked. him the cause of his nn- 
easiness. ** I had two sons, the only hopes of ray 
aged years; both have beeti torn from me : one at 
the bntcheries at Eylau, the other, at the carnage 
of Bautzen/' He wa^ yet speaking, when a yoarig 
(child of five years old, well dressed, and beautiful 
^s the day, came to take shelter between the knees 
pf the two friends, saying that it was pursued Iby 
jts niirse, whom^ in fact they observed in the mid*' 
die of the walk, with another child in her arms. 
The infantine graces of the little fugitive interested 
the two old n^ci)L J whilst one of them took it on 
his knees, and consoled it with a promise of 
faking its peace with its attendant. She did not 
immediately come up, and the old mau, who had 
)o8t his two sons, continned the conversation. 
♦* Yes, my friend, my dear children are no more. 
God of goodness ! wilt thou never strike the 
pionster who has thus forced them away to the 
^el(l of defttM?' ^* I feel all the weight of yflur 
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^rieC^id his'fHend : ** I can wtiep M'f6xi dos 
but how many families in Europe hire similar misk 
fpftanes to deplore 1 Ybd irtipi'ecate the thUnd^^a 
of ^Hdaveti Upon the h^ad of th^ author of all oiir 
evils: your i^rishes/I belifeTe, are not far froifii 
fiilfilnient. ' Hie hand of God has already atruck 
the Gdrsican, — the lioldriess of trhose blood-thirsty 
^edins e^n no longer support* him against the 
forces of the allies.'* 

The child did not fail to uridersf and the cdil- 
versation of the two friends : it gently disiengageid 
Itself from the knees that supported it^ and ^t that 
iiibment its pi^tended hntse came to hiin. He 
flies ; &he pretends to jnirsne hini : they nieet> and 
;i66n they hoth di^kppean ' 

This- then is the facti for sdme time, ptot* 

Monsieur T-^— ot, liirhowAs l^nbWn to have bWn 

seribasly affected by the loss of his sons, was 

Istrongly suspected by the high police of being a 

sWorri' ebemy to the Emperor's person. Monsieur 

X:^ot, a prudent misin, saw biit little of the worlds 

hnd if sometimes he unbbsomi^ himself, it was 

difiiy in the presence of friends whom he could 

tfust ; With eirery other person he maintained a 

Reserve quite hopeless for those agents of the 

police who were directed to follow binij atfd crimi- 

tiatb him if possible. • Their attempts had hitherto 

beien fruitless ; but at lengtlh they reinariced that in 

his daily walkd in thegatden of theLnitemlxiarg, he 

sat down gerfiSfrally upooL a betichi and eonveraed 
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roftca for a considerable time with a man who ap- 
peared to them to be a friend of his. To approach 
them, and to sit down npon the same bench, 
woald havebeen to force them to talk npon ordi- 
nary affairs ; but amongst the association of the 
Secret Police there was about a down young chil- 
dren, all very sharp for their years, and gifted with 
prepossessing figures. These simple creatures were 
trained up by a most horrible kind of management 
to introduce themselves amongst people whose 
opinions the government wished to know : their 
yonth excited no suspicion, and people did not 
hesitate to speak plainly before them. Nothing 
of what was said escaped the mmiory of these 
little serpents, and the rascals who sent them were 
always certain of soon knowing more than was 
necessary for the rnin o£ the person that was nnd«r 
their espionage. Some of these children, when 
. they bad no othctr means of introducing them* 
selves into, the company of the persons marked 
out, even posted themselves in the evening at 
the corners of the houses of individuals, and, 
when they saw them about to re-enter their 
homes, set up the most piteous cries* If the pers<M:i 
ran to their assistance, and asked the cause of their 
tears, they said they had lost their way : a false 
r^ame was immediately given ; bat as to the name 
of the street where they resided, that was always 
iorgf^i yet stili they were certain pf finding it 
the msxt morning by:day4ighU ^hat n»n could 



have the iiarshness to neglect a child of sji^ year^ 
oldy well dressed^ aEiidof pjeasiog appes^iia^ce? No; 
such an one would be admilted- \iir|th^plea8iire» a^d 
.become the play*fellow of the childr^D of the f^f^ 
mtly, if there wei^c any, and the next ifiGHrniDg tbp 
little urchin ruined perhaps his benefa):ti^/whUfllt 
rcrrealing, to t)v>8e who seat him, all the secrets 
which he had picked up in. the hosjpitabls! «imr 
.^on« * 

It was one of thase little vipers (haC had tak«B 
refuge in the arms of MonsieuF T— —- ot at Xhfi 
Luxembourg) apd his pretended ^nurse waa a 
^trust-worthjjf^ member of the s^me coterie* 

Two days aftejr the uabappy parent was ao- 
rested ujjon the steps of St. Roch, and coadnctfid 
to the secret prison of the Coaciei^rie, wherei 
liQ9vever, he was not inten;qgated until five 4^ 
afterwards, *^ What have I done ?'' said, he/ *< I 
have my opinions certainly ; but I never axpr^sfed 
them except iq the presence of iny friends^ and on 
them I can depend a$ pn olyself/' 

Five dayj^ afterwards he appeared before ¥> 
4iiid judge^of his ^tonishment,: whep the Idquisitur 
repeated to bioiy word for word, the conversatioft 
he had held with his friend in the Luxemboui^ 
garden. In, spite of his vl^dtioKi, he restfed himself 
op an absplnte denial. .V Ah ! you deny it^" said 
the awful V. '^ Stop a.little; J. will idiew yon uA 
f^vidence which will; pethftps. force yoor 'confession.*' 
At these words he atdend .Ibe conyMinioJk of. the 
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uttfortnnate Mr. T — ~-«-ot to be brought in, ^iii 
^e latter at the sight of hi^ frieiid immediate} f 
exclainrfed, with an accent of despair ; — ^' Hea- 
tens ! I am lost. Wretch ! you whom I hare 
honoured with inj friendship, can yon have be- 
trayed flie ?•* 

**Yo*»ar€ mistaken,*^ said V. "that gentle- 
maa has iiot betrayed yo^u ; on the contrary, he h 
accased and a prisoner like yourself." '^ Inipos- 
fible; Sir, he is the only person with whom I had 
any conversation tlie day before yesterday at the 
LuemboQF^.** *^ That matters not ; from hence' 
forward learni that the air will bring us infordla^ 
iion.of indiserd^bt expressionSi^ *' I am then the 
moat unfortunate of men. ^ 

Yes, certunty ! to accuse his frienVl, and the^ey 
by to make a confession beyond wjiicfa no more was^ 
>want^, wast I acknowledge, to be the sport of 
n^isfortiine. These two unfortunate men were af*- 
terwards sent to the Castle of Ham^ 

These two anecdotes, in which an old mail 
and a child play the principal parts^ prove, that to 
succeed in their endeaTCurs, those agdnti of crime 
knew liow to avail thamselvea both of lift and 
death. 

The high polkehad also other nets which it 
was difficult to avoid, becanse, that no persota, 
however cautious, could possibly suspect them. It 
had at its disposal a dfib of.peopleof both srexes^ 
whom Buonaparte jokingly called the^^ r^Mer^it 



tJdhdrt ;•' 'and all that yooth, beauty, the gracesi 
attid agreeable talents xoulfl produce, of thc^' most 
sedactive kind in each sex, Was to ht met with itt 
this sodety. Handsome men, angelic Women, the 
greatest part of which w^re ruined in fortune, 
rovers of luxury, or suffering from a thirst after 
^old, there lent themselvesi without blushing, Uf 
the horrible machinations of a despot, who himself 
also trembled in the midst of his victims : and the 
followmg anecdote will give an idea of the manner 
in which he made nse of those datigerous agents. 

In 1 809, a Dntchman was prepafitig fot tlm 
ptt%% at Leipsic, a memoir sttongly irritten against 
the intolerable ambition of Buonaparte ; and Hit 
Baron D. Vho Wks the first that got intelllgende 
bfthis project^ thus expressed himself in a letter 
to the Emperor—^* The female*, who has read the 
manuscript, assures me that she had never seen 
any writing more solid, or containing more good 
sense. Fnll of tKingai and of facts, this appeal 
. to all sovereigns comes to the heart with a con- 
viction wliich cannot be repressed* It is in short 
the most dangerous work that has ever been pub- 
lished in any language against the French mo- 
narch/* 

It may easily be imagined that Buonaparte 
instantly waked all his secret bloodhoiinds ; and 
the unfortunate Dutchman was soon in the net 
spread for him by Monsieur de M, who wa^ at the 
head of this important expedition. But oh ! the 
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despair ami surprise of these inqutsitms t afcer ri« 
fling the unfortunate man ; after stripping . bim, 
ripping open his clothes, breaking open his furni- 
ture, unsewing his beds and mattrasses,. aad .even 
shattering in pieces a plaister Fenus, they found 
nothing, absolutely nothi ng. Tho memoir bad dis- 
appeared, and their rage was indescribable ; indeedi 
one must put himself in their situation to be eble 
to Judge of their sensations. 

'* What is become," said Monsieur M» ^' of 
the manuscript which^ you are going to publish ?" 
** I have written nothing: it never. was ray inten- 
tion to publish any thing." " Sir, .it is impossible 
to deceive the government ; the fact is certain. I 
:will tell you more: I have no oilers to deprive 
you of your liberty ; my task is solely to enquire 
whether it is want that has made you vfiiie: in 
that case, put upon your work any price that yoo 
please* Here is a pocket-book. well filled; onl] 
name your sum and I will pay you. Ar^ yon 4iS(f 
contented because unemployed? Have they for* 
gotten you in the new Dutch government ? There 
is ^vcry disposition to do you justice. K-ings, yau 
knoWj cannot see eyery thing.'* ** Sir,*' replied 
the Hollander, . '* such offers are very tempcipg; % 
am quite in despair at not being able to give you a 
satisfactory reply; but you are in a ipistake re* 
spec ting me; I repeat to you, that I have never 
wiitten any thic^ against the French gpjf^m* 
ment.** • 
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' MoniieuT dc M. seeing him inflexible, and 
being unable to tempt him- by any offers, had him 
carried into France, where he was thrown into a 
.state prison, but where I know not; for, since 
those erents, T have never heard a word of the un- 
fortonate Batavian ; and the portfolio from whence 
I extracted this accoont says nothing more re- 
specting him. 

But where was tlie famous memoir to be 
found? By. what miracle h^ it been concealed 
from the search of these ministerial ferrets?— -The 
fact is, that some days previous to his arrest, the 
author had formed just suspicions of a man whom 
hitherto he had considered ,as of the same opinion 
as himself, and to whom he had imprudently con- 
fided his project. On that account, he felt it most 
prudent instantly to entrust his manuscript to a par- 
ticular inend who resided in the vicinity of Prague, 
but who, at that period, was at l«eipsic, which cir* 
cumstance alone caused the failure of the princ^ml 
.object of Monsieur de M's mission. Can you be- 
lieve that the secret inquisition stopped there? 
Oh no I The £mperor was determined to have 
the manuscript at any rate; and even when he 
saw the almost utter ifflpossibilily of obtaining 
it/ he then wished for it more ardently, ^' Do 
what you please,'* said he to Monsieur de M« ; 
'^ I must have it,'" and tuimed his back on him. 
Without waiting for a reply. 

Monsieur de M. was now obliged to puzsle 



his brain afresh, and therefore took anocfifer toaf 
intoGermany^ wherb he met the faithless MTretcli 
that had betrayed the Dutchman. Thrsscoutf*" 
drel had, as yet, only received five hatfdr^ franM 
for his villainy; but one thousand ^ crowns wtie 
' tow promised him^ in casb of success. If mbie 
fiioney should be ^antin^ for thd affair^ theA a 
larger sum was ready. 

Ih the different dommtinicaticMis With thtf 

French agent, both the parties were of t>piniofn 

tliat the ntanu^cript must be in thie harrds of some 

* tof the author's frieiids. *' Hark y«,'' said the 
' German : ** some days before the Dutchman's ir- 
' testy one df his intimate friends catne to see hidi. 
'With respeet to Napoleon, * their opinions Wefe 
'pretty similar ; and I will lay xby head that the ma* 

* Boscript is in his hands.** This idea was a glebtn 
of light for the itttriguihg De M. '' Where is 
this mah?*' He lives in the. neigh iMmrhdod of 
Prague, in Bohemia."-i-^' Hb name r •• Sehuft- 
ler.**— " His rank in life?" «^ Merely a |>rivati; gea- 
tteman, but rich ; about forty years of age, tall in 

- stature, well made, and' a widower these ku^t t^o 
ycvLTS, wfthout any children, except a gif4 fotir 
years old,** ^' Is he a mau df intrigue^ with the hi- 

' dies?*—** He is fond of study, fond of the pkasiiig 

' accompUshn^nts t but, above all thiogs, partial to 
the fair sex."— .* Oh, ho! he is fond of the w6- 
men: in that case he is my man. If I succeed^ 

^ you shall have a thousand erowns; in the mean 
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tiiiie, tdce this note of five hnndred francs ; I giye 
Jt you as the price for year present- information/' 
And after this, Monsieur de M. set off for Paris, 

To know a man, a widower, and yet in the 
prime of life, besides being naturally partial to the 
ifair sex { to wish to introdnce to his notice a young 
and lovely woman^ possessing the'graces as well as 
talent,— surely nothing could be more easy. Nay, 
the titled ferret was certain of it ; so that his pre* 
parations were as rapidly made as his plan' was 
conceived. Amongst the nymphs of the Cytke^ 
rean Cohort ^ it ivas impossible not to be pleased 

with the young and brilliant D *s, sprung of a 

respectable family, but having lost her parents at 
an early age. Her fortune even would have been 
sulHcient for all her wishes, if those wishes had 
only been a little conformable to her fortune ; but 
an tnnrestrained love of expense, and an itch for 
gambling carried to excess, had been the cause 
of her rora. When nature made a head like 
her's, she reposed |-^he waa exhausted!^ — Ma« 

demoiselle D s was too beantiful, ever to 

be told so ; it is that thing, above all others—*! 
have experienced it-^t is that thing, I repeat, that 
a man could not say on first seeing her. Can 
any one speak, whilst in extasy? But that which 
set an infinite value on her charms, was, that she 
seemed unconscious of possessing them; and if 
you add to an assemblage of beauties almost divine, 
99 ixitii^atp Ifnowledge of ^ thousand agreeable ac-r 
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complishmentSy yoa will have a faithful portrait of* 

Mademoiselle D -'^. Redaced to expedients 

for the gratifyiBg of her caprices, she was for 
some time ander the protection of a yoong^ German 
nobleman, whom she would have ruined, if he had- 
not taken the determination in time, to ^ve her 
a draft for fifteen thousand' francs on Recamier*8 
bank, and then to bid her an eternal adieu* 

She was for a long time withont being able to 
fill up the place of this ingrate ; but at length she 
became the idol of one of our modern fine gentle- 
men, but truly one of the most amiable. Made- 
moiselle was not mercenary 9 not greedy, but merely 
celestial and extravagant. If we may believe the 
wife of her new lover, she cost him one hundred 
and thirty thousand francs in. fifteen months ! For 
my part, I rather think that jealousy must have 
swelled the sum ; but however it may be, the lover^ 
not being able any longer to support such a se- 
ducing and expensive companion, suddenly broke 
with her, yet, as a gallant man,, did not wish to 
leave her penny less, or unprovided for ; {ind it was 
he who placed her at the head of the Syrens, who 
sold their services to the secret police. 

This post, it is true, was not one of the most 
Idcrative under "'government ; but if the missions 
were difiicult, and of a brilliant nature, they would 
sometimes pay, an hundred fold, the stipulated sa- 
lary. With respect to the business of .getting 
possesiiion of the memoir, no body could be fitter 
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for tbe purpose than Mtideaioiselle D s ; be- 

sides amongst the other advantages she possessecU 
she spoke German with facility^ which she had 
acquired daring her bcfbrementioned connexion 
with the yonng German nobleman. 

After several conferences with De M. she ret 
ceived a passport under the name of Bridget* 
Adelaide Saulnier, and was described as a young 
widow making the tour of Germany for her health. 
Her secret instnictions. were : " Yon must go im- 
mediately to PragnQ, in Bohemia. There you must 
privately get what information you can about the 
Sieur Schustler^ and find out his residence. Under 
preteoqe of a pure air being necessary for your 
health, you will then express a desire of living 
far soma time in country lodgings, and you will 
fix your residence as. near him as possible. . Yon 
may eveogo so far as to build a house, if necessary 
—spare no expense. The rest is left to your own 
information and sagacity.*' 

On her arrival at Prague, Mademoiselle D-^s 
had BO difficulty in finding the person she was in 
questof ; and with respect to obtain! ug lodgings near 
him, chance went even beyond her. wishes-. Not 
a hundred yards from his residence was a house, 
which the proprietor^ a parchment-maker by trade, 
wished for a long time to part with. The bargain 
was soon concluded, and for thirty- two thousand 
francs, she found herself boused very commodi^ 
ously, and. quite close to the man whom she wa? 
sent to cheat. 
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] most here premise that great part of whit 
follows is founded upon some letters to one bflier 
most intimate friends— one, however, who was not 
acquainted with her secnt proceedings. 

Onr young spy was scarcely established in bef 
new quarters, when she learnt ev^ry particular 
poncerning the affairs of M. Schnstler : being in* 
farmed also that he went vtty often to Pragne, 
to avalf herself of which, she mftde all the neces- 
sary arrangements. ' Her houshold consisted of 
only two* people '-a man servant and a feniale ; and 
she had purchased also two very handsome saddle- 
horses, being an excellent horsewoman. One day, 
when she knew that M. Schustle? was at Prague, 
^he mounted her horse, attended by b^r grpom, and 
>et off, in hopes of meeting his carriagie on his re- 
turn home; after some time^ she discovered himrk 
good way off: when, 'as if overcome with fatigue^ 
she dlsmpufited, lay down upon the turf by the 
side of the road, wrapped* herself in her veil, and 
pretended to be askep, with the bridle of )ver horse 
passed round her left arm. Her neighbour's car* 
riage soon came up, when all atohce she leaped up> 
liUe a person suddenly awoke by an uiou^xpected 
noise. Her horse, frightened at this, started 
back, and M. Schustler, trembHag for the young 
stranger, leaped instantly from his seat. By this 
time the lady had. thrown back her veil; when 
such a blaze of charms petrified the German, and 
for the momi^i he wii» noabk to «pef^, breathiug 



KAMLKOlf BtrOlTAFAMK. SSf 

only to admire her. At length, however, he re* 
covered himself, exclaiming—^* Pardon me, ma* 
dam, if I have disturlbed your repose; indeed I 
should have been quite in despair at the acci« 
dent, if I did not owe to it the sweetest of idl 
pleasures — that of contemplating Heaven's inas- 
ter-piece.** 

<* What you call disturbing my slumber is a 
mere trifle, Sir : but as to the compliment you have 
addressed to me^ as yon are a gentleman^ and> 
moreover, young, 1 know not what to think of it.^^ 
Saying this, she jumped lightly into the saddle^ 
when the German, distracted with losing so soon 
the sight of such a beautiful creature, timidly laid 
hold of the reins of her bridle.—'^ What r said 
be to thtf young unknown, *^ can you be cruel 
enough to deprive me so soon of the happiness of 
admiring you? If 1 displease you^ I am. ready to 
retire; but if you do not feel a repugnance to 
oblige me, tell me, for god's sake, what you are^ 
and to whom I have the honour of speaking V' 

^* A polite man can never be troublesome. 
You wish to know who I am ; notlung is more 
natural. I am a widow^ and a French-woman; 
and for these last two days have inhabited a pretty 
good house, not far distant^ and which I purchased 
a few days ago." 

'* What I yon the purchaser of 7anyek- 
House?'* 

T 
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'* CertMftljr tltat ia rile ucmie ^f the person 
wht qoIkI U to liie.'* 

; ^ ' Angel df heaven ! then H^e ate nepgbbours : 
I cm ema aee yeu from wf i^M^iv^fi* Ah, imp 
^ml. I Ml 9» HdfortQQlt^.felloWt ia not having 

'^ Sir^ there is no time lost; I have jet 
IP^cely fni^hed uf faonse, I koaw that in the 
n^iultiy nothiag. is §o valuable as. a goo^ neigh- 
ItmMf and, so I hope to be better acquainted with 
yw.'^'-^hn^Bakdmghim with a smile^ i»he di^j^^ 
petod'Wsliht^ rapidity :o£ lightning 

M. SeiM^elr waa tsansported. In. a heart so 
avdtntl aii his^ thdJAveljr Saulnier^ for she preserved 
the nknm ini her pasapoot^ had alf eady made tenst* 
ble ravages^ Haiw( long did^ the ni^ appear tfi 
hm\ Biit ihi^nesit dajr he; set off to pay a yiait to 
his fiur ne^hbonr ; aad sh^ having seen him as 
aQ0a;a8 he lefthv own dooTi sat down to her piano- 
forte;. wid»iing^ ia otnder to ensnare htm>. tQpufain 
forde^l hsii^ sedbctive powers; 

*^ X^ me toi difitUDbyoui; pleasttTies^*' said he, 
ML entering^ ^* I have, already distorheA jfn^ 
sliunbens vksAt now find that in yom every thing 
is admirable^ Yesterdby II adntired yonr heaaty : 
tpfday^, 1^ tQX^i whiehiojlow }mir fingers Mai^cely 
permit me to breathe." 

" 'A tmco to] flattery ^ my good iftighbonr. 



In the codMry ire ou^ht to'te m JUiaiph a& httare, 
af ^hich his the picture." 

'* Ah^ srtbp, nlidaiii ; impdstdre imd falsehood^ 
ha^e )iidVer yet drdpped fetita mj ibttgiie. 1 saty 
Wblsitl tbidk, arid my hettrt i<eq<tfreB'fhllt it should 
express what it feels. But listen only to-t*ro vtotd^ 
mtiTbf afnd thtitii judge if k dictlvtt cbirld thus ex- 
press himself. Twenty-four hours have iiot passdl 
dince ! saw you Hfor flie first time ; arid iAifW, V any 
fevtfnt -rfhould ^air you away, RcKug^sI Ao the 
sMtiqftdritS "trith Wbtdh jr^u %aTe ^u^plried iri6, I 
know MNi, ina;dam, if I sliould %i>9h tb live-^Hrrid 
yet 1 am fc fatbfer. Ohi ^es, I atn ^^dod Fatheh* 
Te^s ndW AoWed from liis ^e^, ^hen MnSkMe 
SiauMier, Himiiiig tap at fa#^fano, tt prejr to ii^ff- 
itients #li)cb she could not d^fih6, ffevcir !bkving 
felt such bfcfofe, sought in vath for an answer. 
The language wMch she hatd jtist (reard was Aew 
to her: she again lo6ked at Monsieur SchustTer, 
and he appeared the handsomest man in iSi'e 
world. 

♦* Come, Sir/* said she to hfnr, ^fili Softness, 
*' you shall te^itkfest ^th me. You have given 
md a pleasing pain-. I ^sTi that orifi^icqikaititatfai 
had ieen «f a« older Aide^ 

"* Lov<S?y BdiiWier, f hA tehfdef sinrtf^eni I feel 
for you i^ saci^d and of long sfahdhig ; the date of 
it is engraveji at the bottom rf my heart .•* 
■ ' t« • ■ ^ 
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The breakfast paased quietly ; friendsbip fuF» 
niahed the conversation. '* If you do not hale 
4lbo8e who e»teem you highly 9** said he, on taking 
leave, '^ I shall have the happineat, madam, of re* 
ceiying yon to-morrow at my own house, at the 
same hpnr." . 

*' Yon make your request in such a manner, 
that it is impossible to re^se you.*' 

As soon as she was alone, Madame Sanlnier 
wished to examine the state of her heart} she 
could not disguise her sentiments to herself; and, 
ladeed, in writing afterwafds to her friend, she 
said — '^ I can»e hither to seduce, and am myself 
•f liiiced*/' H^r .metfimorpbosis became as sincere 
as it was pfompt. Struck with anger and shame 
at the part which she had played, and at that with 
which she was entrusted, ^^ I wish to be happy,*' 
said she, " but I will not . deceive a worthy man. 
To-morrow I shall disclose to him what I am and 
whatlw;a8.'! 

She was the next day received by Schustler as 
an angel would be if he was known to be so by 
men. *' See," said be to her, in presenting to her 
his young daiighter, ^^see that, which, only a 
few days ago, was to me the most precious thing 
in the world; but now every time I shall see you 
tqgether^ I will say^ all my treasures ^rp here 
united." 

Madame Sanlnier Ifa^ed the sweet child with 
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the sincerest caresses ; she felt herself prodigaF dC 
them on histaccount fmm whom the child had re«- 
ceived existence yet though on the preceding Even- 
ing she had determined to open her heart to her 
amiable neighbonr, stilly at the moment for making 
this painful confession, her courage failed her. 

*^ Whilst M, Schustter is not present,*' as she 
expressed herself in a letter ta Paris ; ^^ I am a 
lion in strength, as to the revealing of my er- 
rors ; but in his company I am only a hen; all 
my courage is then in my looks, and they rarely are 
cest upon any thing but my lover .*• For twa 
months they both lived in that state of uncertainty; 
which two real lovers must always experience pre* 
vious to coming to an explanation. At length 
M. Schustler wished to put an end to It at once in 
two wor^ ; and one afternoon that he was'alohe m 
the parlour with her, first giving her every proof 
of a real and ardent passion, he said to her, *' IT 
my lovely friend is as free as I am, if her heart is 
not otherwise engaged, if my person is not dis- 
agreeable, and my fortune is equal to tier wishes^ 
let her pronounce it before the sun has twice per- 
formed his daily career: she will then, perhaps^ 
become a mother to my child, in the character of 
my belovecNrife." 

^* Before I give an answer to your proposals, 
permit me, my worthy friend, to open my heart ta^ 
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ypa; Aris^you not s^fraid of repentii^ of yoiir 
cb9ice ? Qq ;pu kaoir. who I am F' • 

^* Stop, caadam**- Aire yoq free?*' 

M A$ air." 

<' Dq joq £^1 111K7 dislike to my peraoti? or 
does my cbi^tf appear,tfi\ ybo s^ burtken ?** 

** Yopr daug^er;!-rHGfb rto ! I will W to- her a 
tender mother. For yoqrselfi Sir-^I CAduot coa^, 
qe^l itr— I adorp[you/' 

^^ And 1^ madanf, I- idolize yoUj^-rWhat cwh 
qa^sion then for ipore qonfidfpces^^jtiore; eonfea- 
s^ons ? ' If what joq haT0 to tett me is favour^Uc^ 
to yon, i( is needless, fox Q)e to know; it ; I cannot: 
loT^ you qip^^Jf oderly, If^ on tbe contrmy^ yda 
bave to tfll n^e of wrongs rtsceiyedi it is useksa for 
ipe to knoM^thfiti ; you.ci^ never be less beloved* 
H^lf of myself i! I i«ras aoxionsjoaly for one agrees 
nWf; sccret-T-it .has ve^caped yon. I lam dear t0 yo* 
-^I fall ajtyonr.feetr In fopt, he had doneso.-r- 
" That is. upt your placf^'* saidthe^-belovcd, rais- 
ing him up ; ** it is, iti ought always to-be^ on my 
heart/' 

la z, wefb^ afteri AjttdamoiseUe l>r«?f^a ffcesred 
the h^nd of Mr. Scbiistler at the altar; and it, 
rfni^ned for her ^ fhlfl the mission with whick. 
she was charged by the French Govenramrt. SljC: 
spoke of the aa^b^r cf.thfQ.mannscripty and. of his 
be^ carried ^4 as an afiitr whidi ah9 bad heard. 



meotioBed. ^^ WhatT ssii bar h^sband^ >^ yom 
laawv of that ? — Mif mj 40ve^ 1 ran ^eiy ^ei^ 
liftks in that ^ieplorajble ' adSiin It was* to metba*' 
lie ddKveratt the ffionlisciipt sonae -daya %efcNrelMi 
was aireisted^ tiut at thefitit iieirs of liis «eizin>e> I 
threw it into the flre;^' . . 

This was all his wife desired. Sheinpartei 
the circtii^staiice to thci fost agiBnt iR* tlds mission, 
asswnig kim that has I»pedai Majaaty - might 
make ^rfsiself easy Hptm- thj! sobgecft.* - She oex* 
esLcused herself,, under several diSerent prntenoeB^ 
for not retsrniBg ifito franco ; Nt she had fiwandy 
she sead^ that happiness in Soheoiia' wldcAi herovm. 
conirtry conld no km^ affiafd her^^ Has ^;«najia) 
friend, who fttas since hiccme blindf antf a^lNMiMi^ 
lives with her, wsis c^ai^ed' wkbMlKoealt Aaft 
Madamie Schnstler had in FranGe';: afti of^tlnfr 
comnmsion she aequitt^ hetself vei^ &itlifi:lllyi^ 
Thns terminated an affair whidk. did not begin mt- 
der the mildest auspices; thns* was at channing^ 
woman, who had to reproach herself with havift]^ 
too long been a wanderer from the path of ifirtue,* 
restored to it. Wtmid tn Hearen tbat anoAiei* 
miserable creature, who^ like herself, was attached 
to the grand pdice^ had fbHowed her example; she 
could easily have ddnV sot the unfortunate man^ 
whom she deKyfeitd over to the aw of die txtfcn* 
tion6r, had offered to mftrry her. He wo^ama^ 
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of good family^ and was excepted in tha Plain ef 
Crenelle, as a secret agept of the cabinet of Bev« 
lin. Had it not been for the mad passion he had 
conceived towards her who was the cansa of hia 
deaths and the secrets which he had in conse- 
qnence confided to hcTi be could never have becA 
convicted. 

The imprisonment of persons of the gieatait 
fistinctioDy the secret executions^ we^ principattj 
the work, of this troop of Syrens and Adonises, It 
was from one. of thein. that the. government got 
info|-mation of the pfojects of Barop Imbertr-pro* 
jects in which M* M? the author of several charm* 
ing operas, was seriousily implicated* . From the 
same agents w^re derived the most important de? 
tails relative to General liemercier, the royalist 
chiefs who was killed in t^e hamlet, of Laioothe> 
near Loudaq; and on the like iuiormation were 
the Chevalier Laa^ with Messieurs Duboc and 
Rosselio, arrested. The two latter iell victims tq 
the imprudence of a rich banker, who had con- 
fided certain secrets to one of these traitresses, at 
that moment a most vigilant sentinel of the police. 

The priest Macartby^ an Irishman, was sbo^ 
for a crime which ws)s eoitirely |he invention of 
two spies of the police, to whooi be refpsed to 
lend four thousand livres. This priest was very 
rich. A lady cacrie to Paris e^iessly to aolicit his^ 
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pardon of Buonaparte. ^* It is impossible/^ said 
he-^*' rich and a traitor^ it would be a morder if he 
were innocent.** 

These dang^rons denunciators were almot al- 
ways unknown to their victims : sometimes^ even, 
those victims sent to them from their dungeons to 
claim from them the offices of friendship and con- 
scJation. Then did the wretches affect to pour 
balm into the wounds which they themselves had 
made. D. • de P. • did more. The Baron de 
Roily, whom he had been the first to denounce to 
the police a few days before his death, sent him a 
diami>nd ring secretly as a token of friendship. The 
wretch had the confidence to accept it. 

This secret inquisition had yet another me« 
thod of drawing forth confessions; In the minis- 
ter's house itself there was an apartment, where 
the persons arrested were sometimes detained. 
There, inspectors, very adroit, of very polite arid 
plausible manners, visited the prisoner : they talked 
little of the matter for which he was arrested, and 
invited him to dinner. The minister's kitchen 
furnished every thing necessary for a good repast, 
with excellent wines. The aim was to make the 
accused man drink, and when he was in a state of 
intoxication, to draw from him his secrets. 

' In 1813^ a curious scene passed in this 
^hmsimtf ID which the part played by the in- 
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spector was not very brilliattt. A yoiuig Him, 
vorthkia enough, was anmtedf as being raspectel 
of enticing away artisans from thoir emploj^cMOS. 
It was koown that he had associates in the 
business; but in tbfte inteifogatmea wj^ob he 
underwent, their itkdmea could not be 4rawA firom 
hiin. He was ciwiad to the nioistBr, i^ei^e 4xr* 
ders wore, secretly givea' that he should this sutgeeted 
to the experiment of a good ^ittner aod plenty 
of wine. For this purpose, one of the best biood^ 
hoandsof the grand poliee was Jet loMe vpqn bim. 
The .w&ne.was not spared ; bnt it happened that tbe 
ioapector, wheth^ he was easily i^wrc0m% or whe- 
ther he had not kept suffiicienA . oomnwid apmi 
himself, soon became what he int^n^d line other 
ehould b^; and kying hi^ ^head upon thfs tabl^ 
fell asloep^ The prisooer lost jio tiou^ but taki^ 
a great mouthful of tobacco, obeivedjt;^ and ^vt 
the liquor whicib be pressed "from it iato tbe iu- 
specter's glass, filling it up.with wine, f^ SSr," aidd 
he, shaking the sleeper, and wakening him, ^^ are 
we not to drink any more? here are yet bra bottles 
remaining/' The inspector raised his/head^ stceidied 
himself, prattled a little 4ionsense^ searoeiy recoI>- 
lecting why he Was there, andc then drinking' the 
wine prepared for him, Ml fastei^ asleep- &an b^ 
fore. The prisbner let him sleep en a-few nMuutes^ 
that time might be allowed for the tobneco to 
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take ite foil effect. He then »hook bim heartily, 
fo see whether he iifa^ rendered wholly insensible; 
s^d finding that he was iso, he took off his coat, 
bis waisleoat; bis cravat, his bat, his stockings, and 
bis shoes, in which he hastily dressed himself; 
next lie girded on his sword, took his watch, and 
eighty-seve» livres, which were in his breeches 
pocket ; then feeling for the key of the room, 
opened the door, and made his escape. What effeqt 
was prodticed at the minister's, when the culprit 
was known to have given them the slip, I never 
eoald team. The affair never became public in 
France : it was at Munich that a friend of the hero 
imparted the story to my servant. 

The sun^s that were devoured in keeping up. 
this secret police, seem almost incredible. One 
division alone, that which Buonaparte. ca]let^ his 
Gytherean Cohort, cost, from the loth of Marcfc,^ 
I&12, to the 2*2d of January, 1813, five million 
tbree hundred and thirty- two thousand five hun- 
dred fi^ancs, for expenses of arrests, appointment^, 
and 'gratifications. The Chevalier de Ri voire St.- 
Hypolite, an officer in the navy, who was so deeply 
implicated with General Lemercier, cost, between 
180f, when he quitted Madrid, where he bad been 
IB the service of M. Strogonoff, till the month 
of October, 181*0, when he was arrested at Amster- 
dam, four hundred and two thousand francs. This 
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sum does not include the expenses of bis joornies, 
and maintenance in the different prisons, to whick 
he was sent. For four years he had constantly 
abont him two inyisible agents^ who followed him 
into the different countries which he ran over. His 
wife, who was detained for having favoured her 
husband's escape from the castle of Lonrde» cost 
seventy-two thousand francs. The government was 
then so thirsty for prisoners, that at the castle of 
Ham, the gaoler had in his book the name of a 
child only twenty months old. This little creature 
was called Jemima : she was the daughter of an 
English baronet, by name Campbell^ who, with 
bis wife, were then detained at the castle. If 
any one should doubt this fact,* I refer him for 
its authenticity to the Sieur Charpin^ porter to the 
castle. 

I shall confine myself to these few anecdotes 
of the secret pojice. They prove two things 
plainly : in the first place, that, pursuing such a 
system^ no one can be surprised to find Buonaparte 
almost always in the secrets of all the different 
cabinets of Europe ; and secondly, that the des« 
pot, once upon the throne, was continually a pr^y 
to the utmost tortures of fear and suspicion. 
Hence that multitude of enterprises, as mad as 
they were ill conceived— hence those continual 
wars, without motive and without end. Could it 
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be dthevwise with a nian^ wbo said to his ministers 
without the least reserve-^-** Wars are necessary 
to strengthen a new throne — it is the only means 
of keeping the people from reflecting/* He was 
not long before he carried these horrible principles 
into practice* An Austrian minister was indiscreet 
enon^ to say, in the presence of some one who 
was sold to the conrt of France— -'^ Buonaparte 
will no longer seek to pick quarrels with us; he 
has but one eagle^ and we have two*'* 

This miserable joke^ to which'no other sove- 

rdgn would haye paid any attention^ put Buona^* 

parte in a rage. He wrote, with his own hand^ to 

the in3olent minister, as he called him-^'^ When I 

had no eagle, I swept you all before me : I have 

one now, and though he be but just born, woe to 

the ipiprodent eagles who shall force him to quit 

his eyre — ^he will devour them/* Here I am com-* 

pelled to do justice to a courtier, who cannot be 

charged with having often done well. M. had the 

noble courage to represent to the monarch, that 

such an aubwer was unworthy of his rank. ^' How 

long,"' said he, ^* has a sovereign condescended to 

write to the insolent subjects of a foreign poller ? 

Had it been the Emperor of Austria himself who 

uttered such a sentiment^ an explanation with hiid 

might have come without impopriety from your 

awn hand. He alone is worthy of such an ho-* 



iioiir/' IcflmM gladly faave ^erabraeed the nfe$ker. 
No one couU possibly hare represented Mie laaliiefr 
more adiroitly^ To rouse iheanumr^ropf^e ef SQoh 
a .prince as Napoleon, in order to indnce him to do 
wliat was right, "was the policy of a tohsumniate 
eoortidr. ^ i yield to yo«r wasons/' «aid the BU- 
peror^ tearing the papeor, ** but yon mnst kdktic^w^ 
kdge that the note was strongly expre^^ided.^ Thh 
kst stroke painte.d the pian 4iiore iferdbty thiM 
every body wonld suppose. 

Ansftria, however^ hit the curb very reluct- 
antly. The idea of those fine prov^bces of Italy, 
ivhich Were »her!s tio lot)gdfr, could neNrer he ba* 
tisbcd from her recoiHection ; nor ^oidd her ti¥iters 
forbear peipetnally i^tfrnng to it. duooapa^te^ 
who on his side earneMly washed for a renervral 
of the shbdcs ot war, omitted licking Whtdb 
eould make iPrancit iL feel that he was but 
the foonh pdwer on the Continent. This was a 
state of things wh$(A <^uid iiot cohliK^ue, and on 
b«h sides arms w^re resorted to. I dd hot describe 
buttled: if sometitnes I spedc of them, it is to 
make known fafcts, or strokes of character, whfch 
Cannot be kftoWn to those among the 6tat-majoi*, 
whose provitice it is to jregister the detaifs of bat- 
tles. On the eve of fhe great day of Austerlhz, 
Buonaparte sdid, ** If I be ctoticjftt^rdr to-morrow, 
my ^o^slin Fr&ncis Witt not settd tb so^^ p«aiM 
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from meii )i6 witl come and ask it himself. This 
sSmt began under the most £»? ourable aMpieet^ 
If momeoCs sonetimes occur, when the officem are 
dbliged to atiawUte the soldi^iB, at the battle of 
AiuterUtz they liad no occasion to interpose their 
anlhorily for any thing, but te restrain tbes»« I saw 
fiixteea meni iB two saaks, with a boy, as a dram*- 
mer, at their head, narching with fixed bayonets 
towwds two pieees of caonoft. All the aathorily of 
a General of hr%isde, who was sent to them by the 
Emperor, could with difficulty call them oft ^^ I 
obey/* said the seijeant, ^' but you have dqirived 
we of two piecM of cannon: see ! there aise only 
tiftkty of the eafalry/' The General could net 
ferbear smiling* If soeh stroka% hfEMveyer, call 
iorth a smi4e, theM are others which agonize the 
hearts Fifteen or twenty thonsand Germans had 
setived mpon a lake whkh was frdxen over : diese 
ife^ne the words of the only matn who eonld have 
MK^Cd theittf — '' General, hasten to the artiHery; 
ther^ is no need to &re npon thode bat^alfens, onlff 
Imt the iee bet brokeo. To cannonade sneh a num- 
ber, wilLtahe much tUne ;. t&ey must be engulphedj** 
and engulphed they were. 

What Roodaparte had foreseen did indeed 
happen^ The chief of the Qermanie body, the 
King Qt Bohemia and ^nngary, the Emperor of 
Austria,. Francis IL. came to visit a Mictorious Cor*- 
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sican in his hovel^ called him his brotliery and 
entreated him to be contented with the sovereignty 
of France, of Italy, of the Low Countries, of Ids- 
pmck, &c. &iC. The modest conqneror promised, 
for the moment, not to demand any thing morei 
provided the Emperor^ as the pricjB of bis mode> 
ration, woold pay him some millions of money in 
gold.. This was not too much for having, at 
one stroke, engulphed twenty 'thousand men.«^ 
PoetSy take yonr lyres, and celebrate this con- 
qneror! 

If the Emperor of Russia and Francis IL 
practised forbearance towards Bnoni^iarte, yfbpa, 
they might have treated him with rigouri it way 
that, just as men, equitable as sovereigns^ they 
were .de&irons of expiating the fault they had 
committed, in seeking each of them an interview 
with him. If they could have forseen the miM 
of pride which these events added to his nataral 
presumption, they wonld never have consented to 
them. Twenty battles gained would not have 
swelled his vanity to the degree it was inflated by 
these two interviews. . Scarcely had the Eoiperor 
of Austria quitted him, when he could not forbew- 
saying : ^^ Since my cousin is reduced to coming 
to see me, I may, when it is necessary, visit the 
whole family.*' Little attention was paid to thescr 
expressicme at the moBmt» but 1 never fingot 
them. 
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aUtore of my fitooliofta itas cmtitoly cfe^D^ed. 0« 
a sudden my salary was increased^ but I iil^tis bq 
loiter 40 much ltiH>4t tlie mopar^h** |)WM»9» theiigh 
I generally: saw him CT*ry day. I waU tr^ly wpm 
tified, I may lay^ that I oouM no longer hi tba 
witness of bis awst secret ^ctions^ of bis eftileptiO 
tormerits, of the ekplosion of his mad |imbitiD|i« I 
netiiTQfld.iato the class of ordioaiy attradutsi I 
satar^ no^oiigrir liny mo» than nninbtrs of others sawf 
with me. To repeat what every body kno\vs daei 
not «nter into ray plan.. Some anecdotes^ little 
Icnbwo, and others noit accor^tefo represented,' or 
entirely mutifotec}} to which I was witness, vflf- 
cottpleat this $rork tQ the n^Oment whein I qnitlni 
l^nonapaite. 

' After the Wtle of Jena, the Emperor e6t«*> 
Uished his bead quarters at Brtinswiek, in thb 
Dttke of W^im^r*s palace. The da<;hess had not 
Aed I* she bad retired M'ith her women into one of 
the wings of the chateau. We arrived before the 
l^ttiperor : the servants indicated to ns th^ apart^ 
ments we were to inhabit. Bnonaparte arrived, 
intixteated i^ith his yictwy f i<ppetnous, Boiling 
over with glory ; bis head quite gone. In th^ se- 
conid ap2»^tmenl the ducljess presented herself bt^ 
fore totit. »* Who are yoi^?*' said he. ^* The 
Duchess of Weimar:*' a* J ^^l)* cmsh your bus- ' 
bsod][ be shall not be al^we4 fi^ fnbme^t of f«- 

y 
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pofie.** *^ Sire, I do not with to bfSfod, bot ho- 
nour and his rank, required of him the part ha 
took/* 

^^ He lost his senses when he thought he conld 
lesist me. I tell you, madam, the cabinet of Ber- 
lin has for a long time plagued and rexed me ^ 
they shall pay for it. Tlie Prussian nobles, inso- 
lent, making a vast parade of bravery, shall learn 
that my ministers are not to be insulted with 
impunity ;' they shall be reduced to beg their 
biead.'^ 

The duchess saw plainly that the moment was 
not favourable, and retired. The next morning 
ahe sent a gentleman to enquire how the Emperor 
had passed the night. ** Well, extremdy well :V 
' he said, ** thank the duchess for her politenesa, 
and«ay that I will coipeand breakfast with her.*' 
1 do not know what passed at this t6te*k-t6te, but 
when Buonaparte returned to h\% own apartments, 
he was full of admiration of the dqchesfi ; *^ She is 
a very sensible woman, indeed,-' said he, " fall of 
good qualities; I will do much for her-r-yes, very 

lnuch-*-she :will save her hu!»band/* 

» 

In a short time a]|l Prussia was C09q)iered, 
and things were tetidin^ towards the peace, of Til- 
sit. ** If William,** said he, ** accepts peace on 
the terms f shall propose, it is well : he shiM have 
It. if he refuse, he will act nobly, and render me 
a service : thts peace breaks the line of my prp« 
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jects.'* At l^ilsit the Emperor had an iatenriew 
with the Qaeen of Prnssia : on the eve he mid to 
one of iris generals : ** They wy she is a fine wo* 
man.* ^' It will be/* said the conrtier^ **ajrote 
with a insncb of lanreL** , 

The beginning of this interview was polite^ 
even delicate. '' 1 expected, madam/' said Bqo^ 
naparie, >' to have seen a beaiitifol queen, but yoa 
are the most beautiful woman ifi the world/'*~ 
There were some roses in a vase ; he took one, and 
presented it to her. *' We know each other vjery 
little/* she said, timid and confused, '^ may I be 
made acquainted with your majesty *s meaning/' 
*' Accept it, madam, accept it; it is.a pledge of 
the friendship which I shall henceforward bear you, 
as well as yonr husband/' The queen took the 
rose: s-he was pale and trembling; her women 
were alarmed. ^* Do not alarm yourself, madam*^ 
said the Emperor : '* I am wholly yonr's. If there 
be any thing that I could do to oblige you, do not 
deprive me of that pleasure/' The qneen was si» 
lent : he repeated the same sentiment several time9^ 
At length, with a hesitating voice, she requested 
the town of Magdebourg for her. son. " Magder 
bonrgr- exclaimed the Emperor, starting from 
his seat ; ^' Magdebourg ! yon do not know, ma- 
dam, what you ask: let ns hear no more of it;'' 
and be hastily took his* leave. This anecdote haa 
b^en differently related ; phrases of the most gross 
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kind hK?0 boenf iiiipiited to the Emperor^ but what 
I libve giV0Q here is the troth; it was .written 
dimn npon the 8pot« 1 might add something here 
l^riative to the following campaigns, and the battle 
of Eylau, but they will be found in my Historical 
Survef^ as well as some details relative to^ the 
Sfmtiish war : to them I refer the reader.- , 

Buonaparte, at the height cf his glory was, 
ftfter the peace of Friedland, the fir9t monarch of 
Europe. For a long time he had been desirous of 
pdsceri^, aiid Josephine despaired of bringing 
Mfn childn^n. More than, o^ce C ; . • and M. • • . 
had been made the confidants of his disquietudes on 
this sbfcgect. ^* My ureakness here»** he said, ^ is 
gre&t. I know, not ho^ to afBict my wife, and yet 
I ifbel that it must cbmfe to this/' The two coun- 
sellors proved to him that his scruples were idlei 
ihut the gobd of the stite and the stability of the 
throbe imperiously detnanded his.giving htmsdf an 
hejr. Boonaparte in this affair shewed much less 
oir the despot thaA belonged naturally to his cha^ 
raeter; He hesitated for a long tiuie l^efore he 
<kiiakl resolvb upon the measure. The friendship 
)ie had fofr Josephine is really wholly in^jcplij^blet 
considering the natural eoldfaess of his |ieart. Ne« 
vertheless C. • • « . and M... . • urged him' so closely^ 
ihat at lengtb the n^podiation of Josiapbine wa^ 
ttsblved on. It was C. . • who undertook fi^rst to 
sound her upon so iniportant a matter : then iUwas 
that this Princess displayed all the heroic firmnes; 



of Ivu character. Scarcely ^adC. • . . bsgf n, ifrhjca 
ibe stppjicd him ; '* It is idle, air/' fihb swd,^ •* Jp 
toake use of any disgui/seor^circumlo^tttiop yrftlj^ 
me : sfpeak out ^at once. I read my fate ^ ybpr 
covmteisanct. I bad Jiefqre ^ojpfie 9Vf^pjci9ii c|f it, 
but was willing to hope mj susfuctosft .were ^n? 
founded. jThe v^eil is ^ow toi:n a^icje :-rj?ay to ^ 
Majesty, th^tif my fall he absqlutfly ^ecps^sfy^o^ 
his glory, I am ready to malce the^g^al^ 8ai^«* 
fices.'* 

Buonaparte,, on receiving this .a^^wpr^ sai^t 
*^ I was well assnred of it ;— shp is good — j^vjer^ 
jTver good'' Orders were ima)^iat|»ly g^jeu that 
the proper doenments for annulfling the^l|i]i^%^ 
should b^ drawn up. Every oqe Jkiiows .Jipw Jbptjji 
the i^ivil and ecclesiastical part of the .CQ^p[^ja[)|^jf 
copdncted themselves in this affair. 

The Empress never permitted herself to make 
the least <€on|plaint^ to ntter a single repfoach» 
She qnly wrote the following iel;t?r jto lifr h^fir 
\iand :— * 

*' If your Majesty have d^nitlvely .resolvejl 
to deprive jne of the title of vo«r wife, the only 
one of which 1 ever wasprond, and in^j^^ijh/t 
placed my whole ,happinqss; if your glojfjTj if thp 
jprpsperity of tl^e state, ^^epeqd ^fpl^^jjf ^fp:t^ 
this, great sacrifice, I am re^dy tp/T|8|]^e |t. ^^t|« 
p9t the hononrs with whi^h you h^e i^ij^^tfii!^]^ 
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me that t regret ; one tbing alone rends my heaif, 
that I shall no longer be yoar wifi^, shall ao longer 
be yonr cherished friend, the faithfiil depositary ol 
all your eares and sorrows ;**-tfaat I shall no longer 
be able to soothe and console you. Who will re- 
place me? — Grant, O heaven! that this young 
princess may give my husbands who for the last 
time I call "so, what he has so long desired — au 
heir. Grant that^ a happy wife and a tender mo« 
ther, she may lose herself in the interests of he^ 
husband^ as I have always ehdeavofired to promote 
his happiness alone. 

** Yonr Majesty may immedratly give orders 
jfor the act to be drawn up which is ta .break the 
ties of nature, and place between yon and me the 
barriers of indiflcrence. 

The Entperor was visibly much affected with 
this letter, but the emotion was ffeeting. C. • . • 
was there; Buonaparte only said to him: " Con- 
fess that this wife is enough to make me regret that 
I am not a sultan.*^ 

Who was to replace Josephine?— What prin- 
cess was to abandon a family illustrious from a 
long line of ancestors, to give her hand to a mo- 
narch who was only to found a n6w family ?— 
This was the subject of many conferences. Buo- 
naparte was decidedly for a Russian Princess ; his 



domitellwrs.of ooone cooeuiti^d in liis opinion. It 
Was ittenaioed at least to discover how the land 
itii^ht lie. The cUef of the family, into which 
he was desiroas of eaterii^, seemed not unfavoar- 
aUj disfKMd Umu4$ the alUancei but a pitiless 
nether stepped in and crashed at onoe the mighty 
pr^ectk 9hk threatened nothing le^s than tointet 
her daoghter in the deserts of Siberia, if they per» 
sisted in. making her Easpress of the French^ 
Queen of Italy, &c. &Ci: j'Bnoilaj^artc and hje 
counsellors were wise eiioogh not to let this rrivsal 
transpire^ and their attentions were immediately 
directed another way. 

Austria was no longer in a sitnatipn to refti&e any 
tlttng to the Emperor of the French ; the sacrifie^ 
of the Arch-dnchess was the necessity of the state. 
This angnst victim was ready to denote hersdf to 
heal the wounds of her country^ and if Germany 
were grateful, it would, after matore refiectiob, for 
the statue lightly raised is as fragile as the senti*«> 
meat which places it on the pedeatal, a breath 
would overthrow it ; — but^ I say, that if Germany 
were grateful, and would raise, a statue to the ob^ 
ject from which it has received the most iiiiportant 
services, that statute ought to be raised to Maria 
liouisa. Her uoioQ with Buonaparte gave Austria 
time to breathe, and the chief of the nation knew 
how to. turn tius cepose to ttebest advantage^ His 
arniy W4s rc-organi^ed^ his finances, were put into 
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the hfMt tidialioQ Itluit tW onrntanfiitum^ wmrtd 
iMirittit^.^m aaktoMl oooragt raiivfed» tte/siftafe* 
t»ffft aiswaid; witom fcqetgy j * i4 i fe tri>; Jn ahartkput 
hcndfistoa sllMiim.toiiMmbe liar ii^ by Am 
tide lif iha lUctataa of aarii>iti*n» and teaapfmrtif. 
BiHNApaita, on ;tlie oiker hind; cobkaiiiad bf tba 
aJ^arlmtof his jFtfoag :1nft* sliiniherifig ki tba^aMna 
•f tiifiQcan<)oQf fettd^awatlaass^ tto.loag J W g t* c>e4 
to laka thfelosdjn has ^di^nrntic and ihifitaiy 
ap^ratiaofl* When a liom haa^ daelared fasmai!!! 
Mng ti tht feragt; he mast not aloaiber aodar tho 
a^ade. of a spnadiog oak, bat mo^t roam con^ 
tinoally over hk usurped domiaioiu 

. fioft^aot, iba epoch, and the cttcanrntances 
fetbtd any Siru^f a descripiiosi: of the first krt^* 
ikm hcitween Napoleon andr ike young Aicbda^ 
ohetfl« . I'leaaa lo* profiuie tfaoaghts ia flutter b&^ 
9aadi:tha veil of the nuptial hed« Wiui a pictuia ! 
thfc vii^B aangbter of tha CMan hi dK anm of a 
pitty cfitiaan of AjaccSo! Sopiidme disposer of 
etaats ! thy ways are inserotablet On a sodcfen 
a near khigdom starts up, and the expected heir is 
iitaKd King of Oome* 

3* A fisroanate husband, :a happy iather, and a 
yowarfal monarch: here wasaofficient to satisfy 
tha ambitioii of Ma ordbary ^nonB, but not ikal^ 
af Suonapaite. A matevoUnt^geuiosy wfai<$h he 
tanessed incessantly, dre# him on eontiniially^ by 
placing, before h» eyes tha iield i^ battle. Tha 



m»t jkMTArM'^riiHM of Qarm^ny, sabdqed My tiw 
£oiliiii«l t>f ihifii ifinWtfoas mail, coat^sM withJbMV 
j^giitfifc Bui)iia« Someaf ibie prio<^ entered into s^ 
Q^itifM ^ik QO 0(h«r vkrw bot in tbe^ope ofi 
ImdiiiCon tbeFieflfqbariiiy to be ingolph/ed in tbr 
frozen deserts of tbat inhospitable climate ; fhs^ 
sequel pcfiyeil ^t they had n/^f miacalcfrlated 
tbiltr ground* The d^il; of thesQ tw^ ,U$t cai|i<r 
paigns^ are lo^ovirn to every body, and I aw tj^ 
sineere 1^ Fsfxicbsiai^ to think of re-opeoit^ 
woondis which ait9 fcarqi^y yet entirely ^rred 
over« 

From the moment whe^ Buonaparte way 
<»bU^ to^it l^be Kremlin^ b# was no ion^^r tq 
he^bpown eijtber^a (o bis p^y^ical or ijn^iral qua« 
Ikies* ^e commiit^ f$olt& iii prq^rtiun to hif 
loisea. Oft the eigbieeoth of October the cai^alry 
<tf the King of Naples was beaten by the Rnsnans^ 
Bsionaparte was furioua when be hesird the new$ t 
and he laid &e fault pnbrtcly ufKitt the kidg : ^ U 
ht be oidy a soldier wheve it is warm/' .he mbr 
clamied, '' id^ hsm return to Mount Tabcfr." 

This iMolting speech was most inconsidjerate 
at a moment when the £m|ieror had oceasion for 
all his forces, and all his warriors, I koow «o^ 
whether it ever readied the ears of ftfnrat, b^t 
froas that Ciaoe tiil he quitted the araiy,. th^ ntnmst 
coUness was visiUe between him and his broth^V* 
in*law. Hts discontent rose to the hsjght; 09 
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Prince £iigeoe*8 being appohltirf CimiMMibf-IlK 
Chief of the whole anny. 'i he Khig of Naples^ 
CO this, set off for his owa dominioM with a heart 
fell of resentment for the insnlts he had received^ 
lliese are faults which all the rhetoric of fiatterert 
can never justify. 

The Emperor, on his retnm to 'Parts,; set no 
bounds to his demands* E?ery where he found 
the same facility : no resistance on the part^ of any 
of the bodies in the state ; they seemed, with one 
accord, to have adopted his ihotto : ^^ l%e last 
man, and the last penny, are mine/' This com^ 
pliance with his wilK in every thiiig, was the 
cause of his rain : he thought that neither men or 
things were ever to be wearied. Let us see what 
be said to his wifet — ^^ I have bad great loosed, 
madam, but they may soon be repaired. I know 
my people well ; they are too far engaged to re^ 
cede. They have given me their aons^-^the sons 
will draw the fatbers after them. My treasures 
are in every pocket ; nothing is requisite but ta 
a:ik for them. I will not degrade the throne: I 
shall get through this conflict with glory." 

He would have made almost any sacrifices to 
revenge himself of die Prince-Royal of Sweden, 
who would not sacrifice himself lo his wild* 
schemes. Nothing was omitted to rutfi htm with 
the king ; the sworn enemy of all free and candid 
itittrconise, all his answers were ambiguous, in- 



^rgQi6(&nt, and capable of being variously inter* 
preted. The Prince-royal, who had the example 
of Spain before his eyes, perceived the snare laid 
for him. He was not ignoraat of Baon^arte's 
having said to his ministers, that the only ineans 
of managing Sweden was to sow divisions be- 
tween the prinice and the king^ and to stop the evil 
at its source; he resolved to meet the qaestion 
boMfywith the Emperor, throdgh his charg4 £af* 
Jmresj the Chevalier de Signeui. " The friend- 
ship of Sweden for France,'^ it was said m this 
note, '^ has cost her several provinces. His Ma- 
jesty, the Emperor of the French, has promised 
to afibrd her the means of recovering them, or to 
indemnify her by other provinces nearer to Sweden. 
If this promise be not performed, Sweden has broke 
vfrith France.** An explanation- so explicit dis- 
concerted the cabinet of St. Clond ; and Boona* 
naparte had one enemy the more : he said conse- 
quently to M ■ , " It woald be a master-stroke 
to make him finish his career at Vincennes/' 

The presence of Bnonaparte in Germany, 
however, became every hour more and more ne- 
cessary : and in a few days he arrived at Dresden — 
'this was in the month of May, 1813. The battles 
of the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first, re- 
established the honour of onr arms^ and the af« 
fairs of the Emperor. All on a sndden, Austria 
declared solemnly that she would take part against 



the $i4e tbat.iraiild nqt woke peace* On t^^ 

J3uoDap;irte rematked to Marshal M ^ " ll 

UagaiQst oie then that he will lake part: in m j 
present fl^itoattop I cannpt^ and J will nqt xpukf 
|>eace.'* 

On the twenty-Af cond, he seQt me with sexerfd 
of the officers of his honshold to Mayence^ X9 
ineetthfl^£mpres9» and she joined as there .himself 
on the twepty-sixth. He was Ttsibly mnch agir 
tated^and was resolving in his mind soqie gr«at 
prqject On the twenty*eighth of May 9 1 saw hiip 
pa a sudden surrounded by people, whom 1 had 
for a long time knoMm as those employed by him 
.when he would strike some great stroke. Councils 
were held every day ; but great care was taken to 
jDonceal every thing from the Empress. Courriers 
.were continually passing between the conrt of 
Vienna and the French head-quarters. On thc^ 
sixth of Aprilf two. regiments of cavalry, which 
^came from Dresden^ were lodged in the environs 
of Mayence. On. the sacpe day dispatches were 
received by the £mperor from Vienna : i know 
not. the contents of them > bat they put him iotp 
.extremely good humour. A. secret council w;a^s 
immediately held^ and the cavalry received orders 
in the night to hold themselves in readiness to 
.monnt their horses. The next 4*y» other, dis- 
^patches arrived from the same court, which en- 
tirely clouded over the JEitiperor's joy. He departed 



ioiMclUteiy folr Dfftadeii> atid tbe £«i|)ra» re*' 
tofoed to Firis. Front the obtervatioita I isftdo. 
«ipoii alltbete thiiig9» I have po doubt thatfi^ona<< 
parte*8 plan wai to entice (he Emperor of Auttriii 
to Maye^ce, under the pretence of seeing Jbis 
dauj^ter; when be would have been arrested^ and 
nade to uetve as a hoatage for the conduct of hit 
cabinet* If this be only conjiecture, it is a con* 
jecture which eirenmstances and probability will 
•bWndntitly justiry, 

Austria now declared war against 09. All 
Buonaparte's really able eouDseUors» all his ez- 
perieneed generals, all true friends to their country^ 
lind ev^a to bis person, advised him to retire opon 
the Rhine. Vaidly did Marshal M— — *■— - reprer 
eeot to hiiii that Boheniia« an impenetrable 
country, mcfnaced dor right, and our rear : he as« 
aented in part to these truths^ but he would not 
tetreat. General Oudinot, a consummate officer, 
an idtrepid 8<yldier, covered with wdnnds, bqt 
had courtilery presented to him a detailed memo- 
rial, full of strength, of able reasoning, of stroi?^ 
fact^, in which was the following passage: ^' If 
Your Majesty would withdraw all your garrisons, 
end uniting them in one large body, rt^tire with 
them to the Rhine, placing those who are the 
most exhausted in good cantonments, and mciking 
the others take strong posjtions^ you might still 
j3&tt9^ jpeaec to the Allies/' The counsel was 
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bold, it i$ true, bnt it was prndent and decwre, 
and that alone which conld aave the Emperor and 
his wh^Ie territorj* Bnt tha ineaioriri^was haatily 
read, and the advice rejected. Bvery projeet of; 
retreat, every hmt to that eflfect, was, fyom that 
niotnent, hatefal to him, and any one who dared 
to give such a hint, incurred the ntmost danger to 
himself. General Jomini, chief of fhc ^tat-major 
to the third division of the army, was obUged to 
fly, for having demonstrated the necessity of a 
retrogade movement. 

Some days after this event, I fell serionsly 
ill, and obtained permission to return to France. 
1 wats obliged to stop at Chalons : travelling had 
eiicreased my malady so much, that the physicians 
aaid if I attempted to proceed, I should never reach 
Paris alive. 1 remained at Chalons till the twenty- 
sixth of November: my wife came to meet m^^ 
and accompany me to the capital, bnt when arrived 
there, I had a relapse, which confined me to my 
bed till the sixteenth of Febniary. I regretted 
very much, and still do i egret, that I could not 
follow Buonaparte to the moment of his fall : not 
to insult his misfortunes ; he is fallen — ^he is po. 
nished ; but to examine his behaviour in the last 
moments of his expiring greatness. 

My observations began in the cradle of his 
power : it would not have been a matter of iii* 
difference to me, to see that power ii) itt last 
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ngonies. Yet I cannot -*•! who have know him 
l>etter than any other ever knew him. — I cannot 
form to myself an idea of the manner in which it 
^was finished. I knew that he attached a great 
iralue to life, hot I thooght that he atuched a still 
greater to dominion* 
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■Dt^RiMdt that ivw.taiemoinA}Vi crt«i#, vMldefa- 
eiidBdiin*8ld«livittaiioe)si)> ainilsiitods.tte tiA^ii oF 
Blob, though near to the tlfe&t^tf o^ \rAiS' t^\ 
tlMdmfe.r hs'a gfisati Ai^m, \&hW t6 ttiiiVe e^pe* 
riM)c«d>itt dKadlbleAi6t«,«l^(^wia'BtMti<tfr(ip6^/ 
89«|fjtiniea' cdrtain^. and never in' realUjK^l^tib^^dr 
laiulhas hMhk'CKJfferienewi byi di£to#edf gnclstk; wVd' 
have snccessively. maife itthitli- rMidiiiMit; 

AfiMNT' ba?iiig been- for' si^bKf tilii# dcdiipied 
l^ thd SkediBK ofBcdrsj dktableld': ail' pHckrti^^' iiT 
France ookitJlurTr tn thef \tsvn of' nMioDiJ < filoi^i^ 
beoBm«-tbd residcncd.^df 'thos«)piB^«eKil< E«^l1i> 
citiMnSii -wihcnU'tlK c6ncdM» of diMtilWi^; (it- tH^ 
spirit of cnriosity had attbe««d tV'tRat' cdttbtr^P 
aad<4iriioin>th«r ci«pme o€ityi«Mtyi ctfniftlj/tied^into 
hostages, trdatingrtfaeift'avipYisaliMVtf^oPwAft' Tti^i^' 
ivMion^iilMrect-^fmnioite ^«N|)M<Uk»^r] adbord- 
ikgrifbr. that' otftvCBB^otB' df thto'' 8c«M«8.'^^lfl^ 
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forced them from the extremities to the centre 
of the empire. They did not remain long at 
Bloig; for scarcely had a month elapsed, afler 
their arrival, before they were ordered to depart. 
This change was occasioned by the battle of 
Brienne. In their stead, the members of the govern- 
ment were expected, arrangements having been 
made for their quitting Paris, and the most ^va- 
Inable articles having been accbrdingly deposited 
in safe custody; but the advantages^ gained at 
Champ- Aubert, Montmirail, and Vanchamp, re- 
tarded this movement, and it required the san- 
guinary combats of sixi weeks,- witii all their 
marches, and connter-marches, to esehaost the 
powers of Napoleom 

It was after this interval that Paris was left 
without (defence, and that the town of BIdia' re- 
ceived so many guests: — ihe court of a fugitive 
sovereign, and the ministers of Napoleon, whose 
capital was occupied by the Allies. 

It was then that we saw the goverament, 
which for a long time had been, from the bosom 
of Paris, the terror and scourge^ of the trorW, 
breath forth at Bloiii, its last sigh^ and terminate 
by. a fleath the most gentle, an existence the most 
difficult to be maintained. 

Having witnessed thsa event, we propose to 
retrace the prinpipal circomstances of it. , 

After the departure of the Swedes and English 
who bad successively resided at Bfois^ and had 
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imparted mach vivacity to the place/ the town 
became^ as it were, a tomb, which was every day 
filled with the unfortunate victims of the war. 
The castle, formerly the residence of kings, was 
crowded with prisoners. The vessels, conveying 
the wonnded,' which covered. the Loire, snpplied 
more than sufficient tenants for the hospitals, 
and the same was the case at the towns more 
remote from the scene of war. . In fact, no other 
travellers were seen. The roads not long since 
covered with fugitives who had escaped from 
Paris, troops belonging to the army of Spain who 
had foqnd their way hither, national guards, and 
recently levied conscripts, were then deserted. The 
capture of Qordeaux tended to augment this me- 
lancholy solitude; and for three weeks the in- 
habitants lived in this deceitful calm, the general 
precursor of a storm, till towards the end of 
'March, a new emigration oii the part of the in* 
habitants of Paris, informed those of Blois that 
the capitiil was threatened a second time. 

On Monday, the S8th March, news arrived 
that Napoleon, who had not published any account 
of hn movements for several days, had left Paris, 
and that he was more than fifty leagues from that 
city, at Saint Diaier. Travellers and private, 
letters agreed in stating, that it was his intention 
to manoeuvre on the right of the Allies, without 
any fear of seeing them advance^^ towards the ca- 
pital, wiuch he conceived that' he had left proo^ 
against invasion. 



3^ WMOasm M tfiUQtt. 

It 1$ ^ 4h%t, alber hwng a«iirttk» ^thte 
manoBUVfe, Napolfon dtfinanded Mihedier Parn 
cmAd hold oat thnae :da]R&» and that he clepaxted, 
in cQoaaqadDce of IIiq answer liavmg.tooii gtvien 
in the aArmaliM. 

Oa Tnasday the fl9th .of Moicl^, iih« nwnter 
of fbgitites ^canie ao coDsUbraUe^ tkat we evsh 
Gently mw¥ tbfe racraaaing /ccmateniatioa of ^ 
Pariiians. Every om aaid that lihe deitommMt 
was at hand; hot ao odc said tljat it was the 
dowofall pf Napoleoni^-T^n^ fiveo those wbo 9ic» 
of thia opioion, and nost wiihad it. 

OnWiedMaday the 8»h of Uw^ §t tm 
p*dockat Qtght, we leamt thot the Emprasa a&d 
th9 King ok Kooia had qoittad {\iiift» tflJ^iag the 
iMute of Tooia by Ramhoaittet lu^Charto^, This 
ioielUgeiiee w;aa brou^ by the Coamtass Oiaipkal 
who escaped firom Paris^ a^d fled to ChaotekKip; 
-md it was %oqn confiemed by tlie paQd[aaiafi0ii of 
&iag Joseph to the Parisiaas, ^ foUoars. It aou 
not inserted m the jour oals, baa braught tp as by 
traTellers. 

King JasejA, Lieutenani General qf the Emf^rw^ 
CoiBmanderrim-Chief of tke Nationai i^ard^ 
' to the dihms of Paris. 

\ '^* C^TfZElf? OF P^RISj 

^^ A Gohunn of the eaaaiy hisis advanced^oa 
^Meaux. It proceeds; by ihe. road ftooi Geamaay; 



AKMftnnr at MMfi ill 

Mtit m^m^mwmu n mtisaf ktikt Uad of 

« MnftM uttb i^tt. 

** Mtj»Mm W dHbSd thi« cify^ its Wfnlp. 

is dear to os. Let this vast cjty become, for a few 
moments, a camp, that the enemy may find his 
clisgrac^ untter ihese ^alls, w^tcEi l^e Wpeis U 
mount hk ttrtmvplh 

** Ti^ EmftSibf H mltltl^iH^ Id OW fiftBt' 
Secbnti ^im by i snort l^ut (^irited resistuacey an^ 
let na ao^^art this koBor ef Fnmee. 

Paris, »9ih Mmxh, 1814. . 



peare<j» wl^icti MM circblUe^ by aiit'feonVy, bat o^ JB Yiolieoi k 
nvtu)re» tiiat no. oVi'e JafeA to acknowledge of sign it. Ine follow« 
Ifig are Uie tef na in which it was couched : 

while the Emperor is manoeDTjring towards Ae rear of ffie 
%nemy» twenty-fivie to imrty tlidusanii meii, ted bf dtu aiidtlcioat 

JsrtiBan, dare to threaten our barriert. Can they iiii^bse lipSft 
ve iiiindiitjt Ifl^o'iisah^ citizens, wlib are alble to fexterminaie Ihem^ 
xney are ^1t kware tlliat iAich a Ibrce is iticapabie olf miantaihing 
useif al Fans, aiTcl ineir solfe object is iai coup-ts-rkfiih. As ifiey 
aav% ^lit'l^' days to' remain ambdg us, they b^teii {b pfunjier 
«a-4o gorge themielTes with gold and ^Qj and when compcUtd 
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On themorniflg pf Thursd^ the 3Ut* tbt 

Diligences brought to Blois a much greater bwh- 
ber' of passengers, and these were^ miich more 
alarmed than those, who had arriTed on the pfe> 
ceding night. They had left Paris On the 30th 
at: six o'clock in the morning anudst the roar of 
i^amipn, which they had continued to' hear till they 



by a rictorioui army to quit the capital, tbey would depart by the 
llgbtof the flames which they had kindled. 

No» we will not suffer ourselves to be iiillaged^-*we will not 
aoffer oarseWes to be burnt. Let us defend our property, oar 
wives and infants, giving our brave army time to arrive, and 
annihilate the barbarians under the walls which they would destroy. 
< Let OS bat have the resolation to conqoer them, and they will net 
..attack us. Our capital would be the tomb of the army which 
attempted to force its gates. We have, in the ikce of the enemy, 
a considerable body of troope, commanded by skilfnl and intrepid 
officers.— Nothing is requisite hot to second them. We have ar- 
tyiery, bayonets^ pikes, and iron. Our suburbs, oar streets,, o^r 
houses— all may be converted to our defence. Let ns, if it must 
be 80, form barricades ^ let as forbid :our carriages to move, and 
.ev.ery thing that can obstruct the general passage | let us surmount 
our walls with battlements j let us dig fosses ^ and convey the 
pavement of our streets into our chambers.— This done, the enemy 
will withdraw in dbmay. 

Let any one figure to himself an army attempting to force Its 
way through one of our suburbs, in the midst of these obstscles, 
and a cross fire of musketry from all the houses, with street-peb- 
bles, and beams, which will be showered upon them from every 
quarter. 

Such an itrmy would be destroyed before it could reach the 

centre of Paris.— But no,— the very sight of these preparations for 

''such a defence would force the enemy to renounce his viidu projects, 

*and he would speedily retreat, in order not to be inclosed between 

0»r army of Paris, and thajk of the trnperor. 
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reached Etampes. They reported that the national 
gaard had made a sortie from the .walls^ and had 
supported the troops of the. line in a. brilliant 
a&ir, bat that the cap<|ure of Paris would inevitably 
ensue. : 

Tb^te were, nevertheless, many incredulous 
persons, who woold not believe that Paris was be- 
sieged j^ and still less that there, was any. probability 
of its being shortly taken. But they were soon 
convinced of its trnth by the. arrival of an ocular 
witness-^an author and actor in this grand drama— 
the chief of the National Guard at Paris. iThis 
was Count Regnault^ the minister, of state. His 
excellency reached Blois about nine o'clock at 
night, and demanded horses to go forward ; but 
with these he could not be supplied ;, this^obljg^d 
bim to suspend for some hours ajpurney of a nature 
apparently very urgent.* 

The mail from Paris did not arrive at all, and 
thiU, which left Blois the . day before, returned. 
Every thing amaounc^d to the inhabitants of Blois 
that the ooop^municatipn with the capital was en- 
tirely cutoff. 

Nevertheless, on Friday the 1st of .April 



; • We itflerwi^t.leanit tfant the C^omit had appeared at the 
head of a detachment of his 1eg;ion on the heights of Moptmartre, 
but after having seen the first -balls, his prudence exceeded his 
ifcoarage^ |ie had hurried away fVom the field of btittle where he had 
been d(Egn|d^«id^drovMMmabx*««cecd^byMepsie^ 



S9t ieti^vtf(» A\ li&tlfr. 

k4mni tto hopei Wer% fcn(«tt«{tMd of «(%)tig *ti)Mb, 

day before. With what curiosity did all 'pUA 
naittd dm velwdii, ift wi^ W bheakki » te tfpedal 
fa«on the lie«ri) whkh they WW 'mptiiftli «F 
MciBiv4ttg in any «ither 1i^ay« Tht: M fc/Mr HMiMir 
•rot to nqveiJl jMt<dh paAiii^rt il§ A« jiMsCt^cM 
wooM please id •0«oMiMi«ibat«« If ikitef ifid lM>t 
eBtinty agMe «S td the «iftiHH«t&tt«ai of the btlttSe, 
wiiich had taken plaxito hefbM the gtttes «^ Pktis tih 
tb« 30th they #0M M leA*it irMhfttMs H» tb thb^ 
OiptoitetioiH whld!i,had bMCi tb« MttSttqitetteei M 
die tioie ttf their departtti^ <h« N«tftM»d Ottard isltll 
«0G«pied the pOMs of tht baiVim ; btfe We^ fb 
MMlgn tfaMUt in a ft# h<Mif», Cb the f rwps tff ibfe 
Allies. 

Ntfthii^ coflld be ttof« «3lhilaMtii)^ thttif these 
dHatfc as to the occapatltth df PkrH* H uppei^wA 
cvkbnt that th« «Ml()aeMj^s• had taAy dkttttd !t m 
liberatmrSy tn|d that t«ffor h«d giveii Way tb jOf. 
But where was Napoleon ? Where wM hii alttfl^ i 
What force had he stiti HmHtn'mg } W&M Woald 
be the fate of Paris if he again arrived ? To what 
point would he i-etreat if foiled in the object of his 
■wvcmeats? Th«a« wtfr0pl»iMt»nM txrhtf Itettled 
Wf^ttt a ^VLt CbfitrftTi^ty bf oj^ibioii, wtich left 
the spirits balanced, between Uie leaE 0t NafMileoa-'s 
retora* ami tlM»ha|to of aikivMiWl, AMf wlitelr l» 
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were of opinion that he was in the presence <)f the 
J^dooe ideiid39iraiticaiMn^'ewniy^«Hid that a great 
jhottk. was. aii0»itabie« 

A &w hmun Wfore the anrival «rf the JMtt- 
'gena, the »iQ»teiB of Pcdios ami Jffntioe.iiail 
^fissed. I!hetr exoeUenc&ea ffevo on tiieir way to 
TiOttflrt, which pkce ttey seemed most waxtotts te 
vaach. It was thougto that this town bad been 
fixed upon for the residence of the iSmf^^s^ ^Hiiio 
iiad taloen the vontte of Cfaaitres aiid Veoddme; 
hatiM appeared that Ymft Mi^sty^ after litti4ng been 
ieir eenreral days^ witlmtit tidiQgs from Napoleon, 
ceeevred s^me at V{3nd6ttie. Diey cfaaflged her 
-dettinaflimii and fixed the seat of Regency at 
Bieis. it was also stated, in ^Mkr to account for 
this alteration^ that Blois had been preferrbd to 
Touts freogi possessing « iiiove salubrions air, and 
from the beawkiftil aitualabn^ which the Hotel ^llie 
prefecture conld boast **- advantages roosl valnaUe 
with ragafd to the health oi^ her Imperial MajesFty, 
l^^ ikhis m^t be added a greater degree of seen- 
rity than she cbuld have at Tours. 

Be this as it may, the Prefect, who 1^(1 al- 
rejady mpalred to the boMudaries of his depai'Ape^t . 
JSor the» ptappose of cMopthoenfing the fimpres^^ 
received a dispatch by a courier, which caused his 
Jetnr^ to Blois withjtU ppssibli^ speed for the. ,fm^ 
fMe q£ remomig 6ma Ae.Hotd of the Fmt^twm, 
and causing arrangements to be tmtnedrately madb 
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.fiur the rceepdofi of the Emprns, and Ihe Kmg of 

Rome. 

The principal inhabitants and fanctiooaries, 
particularly those in the neighbourhood of the 
•Hotel .of the Prefecture received an invitation to 
.prepare, apartments for Madame, the Emperor's 
motfaer^the Rings Josq^h^ Lonis, and Jerome, the 
cArch«Chancelior^ the ministers, and chief officers 
(Of administration ; with fnrther accommodation for 
eij^teen hundred of tbe military.^ 

On Saturday the 8nd. of Aprils in the course 
,of the morning,: we saw the first detachments of 
cavalry arrive ; they were soon followed by a large 
quantity of ba^age, and particularly by fifteen 
covered waj^ons, containing the Imperial trea- 
aiires, couriers succeeded each other. every honr« 
.About three o^clook, the Prefect went to mieet 
ICbeir Majesties at the distance of a league from the 
town. The local guard and garrison were under 
.arms, forming two lincis, between which the troops 
.and a great number of the carriages phssed.: To- 
wards five o'clock those of the Empress and the 



* This neighbourhood was chosen on account of the sitoatioB 
of Bloisy which rises like an amphitheatre over the left babk^f the 
Loire. The Hotel'oftfaePpvUBCtun crowns one of the exCremttiea 
of the amphitheatre^ and <:annot.be reached bat bj rety steep 
'•tfeets» or by aflight of mpre than a hundred steps. Their excel- 
lenties; who lodged at the lower part of "the town, had to ascend 
tlMse plepe. .The* Prince Arch4%«Mell0r, w4io bad apM^ata 
^d-way^ used a ledan. 
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Ring of Roine appeared. Their Majaities niacla< ' 
theif entry throoghanimtnense crowd; and amidfit 
a silence, which bad noi the aj^htest kiterraptionf. < 

The ministers, wfaovhad imshed forward to 
Toais,. now hastened their return* Several Were 
still at. Orleans. Others had fled as far as B^ri- 
tanny. Of this number were the Connt Bigot- 
Fr^meseau, minister of general tmprovemenst, and 
Baron Pommereol^ director general of the Library 
who doubtless considered the exercise of their 
tranqiiA functions to be incompatible with the 
tamult.of.arms^ and the benefit of their advice to 
be superabundant. 

On Sunday the 3rd mass was celebrated at 
the palace by Mdnsieur . Gallois,. the pastor of St. 
Louis; for neither almoner, nor chaplain, nor* 
cl^rsyoicii ^f ^^^ Imperial chapel were'to be foand 
among, the persons, who formed the sake of the 



After, mass a council of the ministers was 
held ; aud.at fi?e o*dbck* her Mi^esty received the 
coBs|ituted authorities of the town. She passed 
through the midst of them, followed by the King 
of B;ome, and addressed, a few words to each, be- 
ginnrtig.wii,h the; clergy— ^a remarkable innovation, 
and l\iinorable to the piety of this Princess. Me* 
laacholy was depicted on-her conntenance; 

PubKc rumour had announced .the bulletini 
respecting rihe portion of the armies. It ap* ' 
peared in Ikft that the court had' received two ; 
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tht Qoe OMiv^i^ intell^^niM to- tfai»*3|lb at' 
Mtcdbf. thtt QtiMMt t^ tbfl lisi»o6 AfnrHa 1») Ifail 
lattef die fetl #fi Patbi WW aMwtedeA. 

Those tMiadoauoisBttiatv tke^ mom iniiiabl<* 
beaame tfaey^ contaw tfe kstt tiiragfl^ ixAikh Na|ii»^* 
leo» gwe toi his; army, aoi wln<t¥ weM48 ftiHb^ r - 

Hir ]Mb|dstf: the* Baipfie804QDBtO:ai^ ■qpaoti 
baft reoQiBed the? folibwirigp intelUgeMD ftomt Ihe' 
armies, dated on the 29th of Marck 

TfasrCioMraioff Dtiriiioo nr^;tintc0sd(Chaa- 
inont'*oir:the»5W^tfa aqd^hasiflhasi Q«i*(cMr illiencMm^yfs^ 
liiifi: Qfi oparbtiGai;. Hat has, iatfemcpted) scferali 
wsmtrngeesi. and) .taken! firomitbeteiisinycth«ii hagn ' 
gage, . mMiy^ (NfitcS) 41^ cannw^, aodi magaziopsi ofr 
clothing, besides which a great n amber of wonndedf 
ace become: htsipriflbners lo .the' hospitals. Hk has 
been Malously SHpportedJ fa^^^anfaabitaotaiofi tilers 
ce»»tr3f)Who are/AVBiy'wher&ihiamts^andidisfday-' 
tlii: ^eatest, ardoui'^ BacoQ> Wesseibbcrg^. minisien i 
of Aaslria Jn £figia:iidy.ratiirnia9&otn; London, wii&f 
CpumiPula]r9'his.60Qretary'Of LegalimK;. theB Swef-' 
dutit Lieutoiiairt Gisoarali Sessible>de^ Bfand^* mii : 
nister from his. court toitbe Snlperor o^ Hosbia^'^ 
\Mith( at Swedish' major; the PrassiancooonselUr of 
warv PtaDguJikn:; . M« de Tolatdi^^ M; de Mkceofiv ^ 
apd two other offintemj in^tfaeiBDasiaftiSenrictf^Maii^! 



gqiPft m mmm to^ <iii^rMt Ilwd*(jwB«ers» of 

«^I^X^ iTjft vi«fi9e, of ttoft: peMtnugfA^ aqdi theif 

The pa*fe«f wtiMet]^ VAlAPgj«a to ib9) tnm 

AU^. ()|il\«HWW:t)Me ft|8%afift0Wi>i.QftbfMUOve. 
^U^^. of t)M!Wn3&, th^jl r«liw4QiHLBlfoiH whiifh 
4aHRU(«S' tlip wfffisy?^! amvmwAiQii^ o£ hi9,im0UKots 
M-tff,ffo|5i«i>oft ij%JW>WIHei.anAitrf«OTe^ 
jects necessary to him. 

The army of the enemy having commenced 
operatibns between the Anbe and Marne, the Rus- 
8h»CliMieFdvWitzing«rode^ was hft at Saint Di- 
^pM^wtibb eigh^tkousand ieavally, and two dirsions 
ei^iiiftiitFy) ioT- ti^e purfKise* of maiMaitatng the 
IfiML ^B^ cooamonifeatfdh, and^ fiiiciKtating' the arrival 
^artilldtyi"afliHtt«B^t$Mi> atid provisions, which the 
oBCttiy vtiy*inttel^wan»8 

liM di^slbi^ o^ iltegoQiis^ undbr General MfU 
iMtud^ aiidith^eavali'y of ^he guard', commanded by 
General Sebastiani, passed the ford of Valcour on 
tife-Md'of 'M^reh, attaclted' the Rlisskn cavalry^ 
aad}'aAep* s^veral^ fitie charges, completely^ roiiteit 
tliem. Threa 'thousand oP them, princr[!>ally of the 
Iteptrial'tiriiwil^. were eitbfer kiMbd*, or madb prt^ 
soBei^k* l%e' enemy- also lo^ie eighteen pieces iof 
qfutfioii,#hlt:li^tlle^'pM^S9e4, a^weH-as tfteir bag* 
gag«« 'Tb«i woiMib^ stod^ ieldfe» are^ eovere^' wkht 
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their, dead. All the corps of cavaliy have vied 
with each other in distingDishing themselves. The 
Dakeof Reggio parsued the enemy to Bar-sar- 
OmaiD^ which he entered on the 97th. On the 
39th, the head quarters of the Empefor were 
at Troyes. , Two convoys of prisoners, amount- 
ing to more than six thousand, follow the army. 

In all the villages the inhabitants have taken 
np arms. Exasperated by the violence, crimes^ 
and ravages of the enemy— they wage war against 
him, a war founded on provocation and fraught 
with peril. . 

« April ist, 1814. 

^' The Emperor, who had removed his head- 
quarters to Troyes on the SOth, has led the anny 
by forced marches through Sens, towards the capS- 
taU His Majesty was on the 31st at Fontaine- 
bleau, and has learnt that the en^Qif , who arrived 
twenty-four hours before the French army, occu* 
pied Paris after having experienced a strong re^ 
sistance, which cost him a considerable number of 
lives. 

'' The corps of the Duke of Trevjso, the Dul^ 
of Ragu&a, and General Compans, which hav# 
united for the defence of the capital, are between 
Essonne and Paris, where his Majesty iias takw 
a. position with all the army arrived from Troyes* 

'' The occupation of the capital by the enemy 
is a. misfortune, which sorely afflicts the heart, of 
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tiis Mijesty, but Irlifch ioeh not vrarfaM d1arth>^ 
The presence ef tfad Emperdt WUh hh sirthy at 
the gates of Parid, will prevent the nsuaf excesseli 
qf the Sitisiiry in a city so popnloos, which he can- 
not defend without rendering his position most 
dangeroQs/' ' 

These t#o ddcotiietitii did hot appear at Blbi^^ 
It Wa§, fib donbt> suppoted that a placd, sd ii^ai^ 
the theatre of war, Would not attach td tlfesd 
reports the extent of veracity intehdied. They 
Were destined for departments at d grciater disfaitce i 
and the Prefects^ to whom they were addresi»ed^ 
received orders td accompany them, when pub- 
lished^ with comments stittable to the time and 
place. 

The followitig, for instance, Ifrere tlie words 
of consolation addressed to the inhabitants df the 
department of the Maine and Loirei on aitnounl^n]^ 
this inteliigepce : ^' 

^' The Emperor is well, ahd watq^es j^r tlM 
goodofalh 

'' The Empress and the King df Rdsie are iil 
lafety. 

** The Kings, brother* of the Empeiw, thi 
Grand Dignitaries^ the MtnisterSj the Senate and 
die Cottucil of State, have removed to the fiadki 
of the Loire^ where the centre of government ii 
provisionally established* 

*' Hence the actions of government wiU^beid 
i|o degree paralyzed. Gi>od isitizent ind trttt 

Y 
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Frencbnea oiay be afflictiid at . the ^cenpatGon of 
^he c^^ ;;bKt tbefeis no cavde h9 serious alarmir 
]L(Bt ibeor rely fi^r deliveiaocSe upon tbe activity; 
caie^ and genius of the £mperor ; >nt lei ibem del/ 
ieel that in tbis iinportant state of affairs» natto* 
nal bonour, and our own interests^ properly no* 
derstoodr more.tb^n ever re<)oire m to rally round 
9nr ^vereign* . Let us support his efbrts, regret^ 
ting no sacrifice to terminale tlw dreadful strog^ 
gle ngainst enemies^ who nojt content with coibh 
b^^iog par aroiiesi attadk each, citizen in that, 
which, is most, dear to him^ and ky wa«t& this 
beautiful cooatryi the glory and prosperity of 
|irfaicb have ever been the objects of their jealous 
hatred. 

*' In spite of the success, which the Allied 
^^Tftt^i hw attained, and wfa^ch it will not long 
boayt,; the theatre of war is still far from you ; bat 
if a few stragglers^ attracted by the hope of pil* 
liUge, jhouf^ dare, to appear. upon your plains^ they 
would find you armed to defend your wives, your 
f hUdr^vh »fld »yoor property .*• 

Tbe town of Blois was not thought worthy of 
iPtnis ponsoIatOrylMguage; bol Was left, on the con- 
p^ary»'in complete ignorance a& to the movements of 
lliearmy pf Paris* firom which place tbere w^exe no 
f|-ri vftls of letters^ jpornals^ or travellers. It ' bad 
been stated at two o'clock, that tbe court would 
be removed to Orleans on the following day ; bat 
«t a later boor th» was ^ontradijcted, and the in^ 



■••i^ 
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tention annoanced olf remaining sA Blois: In fact/ 
the orders of Napoleon were- to decide this point,' 
and communication with him now became ttiore^ 
and more difficult. Perhaps, too, the court meant 
to' be guided by circnmstances, which/ hecame 
every day more critical; for its spies in Paris had' 
not failed to communicate the declaration of the 
Allies, dated on the 31st, that they would rieitheY 
treat with Napoleon, nor any member of his fk-] 
mily, the decree of the Senate on the 1st of 
April, by which a provisional government was' 
established ; and finally, that of the 2d, by whica 
the dethronement of Napoleon was fixed. 

But though the court was acquainted with' 
these facts, they were kept as secret as the hulle- 
tins, and none of them allowed to transpire in the 
place. f * 

On Monday the 4th, we were left it^igno-' 
ranee and anxiety as to what had taken place o|i the 
preceding day. The only intelligence from Paris 
was brought by a waggoner, who had left that 
city by a passport signed SackeUi and who rt« 
ported that all was quiet there. Such was notth^ 
case at Blois. The Ministers, directly after break* 
fast, assembled in a body at the residence of her 
Imperial Majesty, where they held a council which 
lasted till dinner-time, without any result being an- 
nounced. ; 

Aboat three o clock in the afternoon, hov^ 



eyetf V9^ saw King Joseph au^ King Jerome set et^t 
from Blohp taking the road towards Orleans,, ae^ 
companied by the Minister of War* 

The object of this journey was to ascertain 
Irhether the Regency coold not be estaUished at 
Orleans, for the purpose of havi>ng iiK>re easy cooi^ 
mupication with the Emperor; but on their arrival 
at that city abont three o*cloek hi the mornings 
the two monarchs found dispatches from Fontaine- 
bleau*^ in which the dissatisfaction of Napoleon* 
as to the Regency, was avowed in terms dictated 
bjr the last transports of fury and despair. Ns^- 
leon, doubtless, attributed tlie subjugation of Paris 
t0 the flight of the Lieutenant-General, who had 
received orders to iemain there« 

Far from attempting fo protect the Regency 
by any military motement, Napoleon proposed,, 
on the contrary^ to manGCuvre on Paris, leaving 
the right bank of the Loire undefended. He ap- 
pears to have actually abandoned the Regency;, 
for he communicated his order of the day t, with-' 



* Thia news arrived on tbe SSthof March, and at the same" 
time that it commsirded the General to keep his post, tt otdered 
the departure of the Eopreaa attd the King of Rome* «• tfisli3A|^ 
rather»** said Napoleon, ** to aee thea^at the boltom of the Seiue^ 
than conveyed in triumph to Vienna.** 

t The following ts the Order of the Da]r alluded to : 
«< The Emperor thanks the Army for the attachmenf wJtich it 
fettiflea towards him; and principally because it pro?es thkt tha 
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oat mentioning lib» scene which had pissed 1)et^K^eeii^ 
him and the marshals^ though they eooimnnicated 
thair prodecdlngs to liiiiif and said> jthroogh their 



Army poiienes true Frieoch feeling* thoagh ^lue HilMibi^iUs«f tte 
coital do not. The soldier follows the fortune or misfortune of his 
general-rl^e follows his honor, and religion. The Duke of Ragusa 
has not inculcated these sentiments to his corps*— he has passed 
«¥tr to the Allies. The £;«iperor ctumot approve the qnaditjomi 
H>>4*r v|ii<ch he lyis thus acted-rr^e cann<ft mi^ejpf. either life px 
liberty as (he gift of a subject llie senate has taken upon it* 
self to dispose of the French Go?ernment, forgetting that it deriyed 
frcNU the Emperor the pawer which it now abiisei^ that he pi«* 
s^vedapart of its mesjibers^during the storms 4>f t^ rerolutkoo | 
that he dre^ the rest fivpm obscurity, and protected them asaintt 
llie fury of the nation. The senate grounds its proceeding apon 
the aiiicles of the CcHislitationt for the purpose #f ^vertamiiif 
HiAtC^listilution. It unblus|iifig(y reproaches yie^mperor* With- 
fnt reflecting ik^U ^s the first bpd^ ^^ the sUte, it has had apart 
in every occurrence. It has gone so far as to accuse the Emperor 
Of having altered its decrees when publishing them. The whol# 
world knows th«t he has J|ad fv^ »eed <^ fx»mg. sa/:)i arti^ci*** Ayr fi 
look on his part was sufficient, and the senate always did mpre thaii 
be desired of it The Emperor h^s, at all times, been open to the 
wise remonstrances of his Mttiisters^ and he expected from them^ 
in his present situation, a complete justification of the steps he had 
taken. If a degree of enthusiasm found its way into the public 
Hfldressev the £o»peror has l^een deceived^ ^ut those who Jieid 
tech language, mu->t at^ibatejto themselves i}feh$aA nesa|t oftheix 
flattery. Xhe senate ihamelessly s{vea)u of libels pnbl^^d against 
foreign governments, jprgetting tbat .they jyvere mritjttn by th^ 
body itselt ^ ||Nig as fc^$ui|/e sniiled upon th^ soyereigB* ttiesa 
men were fiiithful jko him, a^ not « .wqrd esc^pfd them as to thii 
abuse.of pqwer». If tly? JE^niD^for , baa slighted ^,adv)cc ofsome# 
theworld can . now perceive .what were hia motivscs /or this oob* 
tfoct He held his dignity by the will of God and the nation-* 
t|ief^ and nkioieelfft could depd?ebim>of it Hch^llway»,^q|^ 
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drgao, Marshal Ney: ^^Sire^ ifdu miiMt abdicate, 
itii the mil cf France and the army.' 

This arniy was still mioierous,' and in no de- 
gree disheartened. The city of Orleans was full 
of troops, baggage, and artillery. One division 
was ordered to march on Blois, the other oo Chlk- 
teauroQx, and the bridge of Orleans was under- 
loined; an operation which much alarmed the in*^ 
iMbitantSy from its aimouocing t^at it was destined 
to protect the retreat of Napoleon oh the left 
jjank of the Loire, consequently, to arrest the army 
whjdft parsued him, aad doubtless to be debtroyed. 

The hospitals at Blois, buth civil and military, 
were evacuated with a precipitation and barbarity 
which roused the indignation of the medical men^ 
and actually caased death to a third part t)f* the 
?ick and wounded. The Castle, which was full of 
prii^ners, w<^^ also cleared, with the college in* 
tended to receive the pnpiU from the school at 
Saint Cyr. 
. . Oq the 5lh, King Joseph and King Jerome 



ftldered it as a btfrtben, and when he accepted tt,he did it from a i 
Tiction that he waa the only ppMon who could properly aitatm W« 
dignity.' The happineas of France seemed to be placed by destiny 
In his hands. 'Now that Fortune has decided against bus, the will 
Of the nation esri alone induce hknto remnin upon the throne. If 
he be considered «a the sole ob!<tielc to peace, he willingly* make^ 
tJie Itf&t sacriBce to France ; and has, in consequence, aeot the 
FrftnceofMoskwb, tb« Duke orVincensa, aiid the Duke of Tnren* 
tttm* t# enter iipon- negociations. The Army niay b^ assored.tha^ 
iAr hf Qof Witt never be in oppMtioo la ib» hapmntn of FnuM^" 
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i^eteriipd. Ttiey ^fd not appekr to1>e disconcerted 
by the news from Pari* and Fontainebleau ; but, 
on the contrary^ had detei^miaed fo Tnaintaid one 
go verntnent against another; for which p^ipoM 
they were preceded by the Ministers of the Warw 
Department, and by forty Cdmmbsioners, who had 
received drders to recroit fbr the army by day and 
by ritghft. There were several military diyistona 
with which the commnnicalion was still opeu, and 
in tjhese unfortonate districts the new levies were 
lundoujbtediy to be made^ while volunteers were to 
K^semble in the departments oMccupied by the 
Allies. 

Monsieur Regnanll and Monsienr JiAtui^ 
passed the Loire, and took the road to Berry,' 
barged with a mission of importance* The for* 
mer stated, that he was sent to Lyons, there to 
meet the Emperor of Aastria, and showed a letter 
from the Empress, to her august father. The oh* 
feet of this iQondact was merely to raise a false 
report. 

On the same day, the Allies entered Pi thiviers 
lyy main force, where a hundred chasseurs made a 
most hoaoarable resistance to two thousand men* 
The place vas given up tp plunder, as an atone- 
ment for the death of a gentleman, who had been 
jkilled by a revenue -officer. The fate of Pithiviecs 
IS the more deplorable, und the circumstaniee' 
which gave rise to it the ojibre crinj^Mial, because thc^ 
piaee ^ad before been oecppied- by ths AIIks, and^' 



ike in]Hi^$n*M fonnd tbeir poodoct unescAeptimi; 

On fFed^mfdajfi the «ath, Messrs. Begnatilt 
and Locp^et whose mission bad not beeo of long 
coitcioyaiic^f r^turoed. Tbp en?iroiis of Bloi^ 
irerjs.iiiiipect^d by the leDgine^r of the dqmrtr 
iHflot ; all Hfli^l^M cwrriages wj?re sent away, par- 
tjq^lfrJy thoso of the con^fcration ; these wen 
iH^moyed lo Chambqrt ; a qnart|?r-master «et onl 
&r Tours; the PQlytechnic sishooUt the •oboolt 
qf CbareqtQp And Saint-Cyr, aad several page? 
arrived. in^ the town... 31ois ifas alrfiady fall, there, 
was not an inhabitant who had not received some^, 
l^y into his boRse, or ^is lodgings; some had 
<(VaQ giv#p up their beds to the visitors* But these 
gMMt^.Wiere polifthedf the fear was that tbey migbc* 
spon have, others of a very different description^ 
It was rnmonred that two camps were to be {brined 
ntsar Plois, ai^d. this news keft peopIe*s niind$ 
divided bytlN^enttbe spectticle of tbfs present, and- 
tbe fear of what was to come ;— between the agr 
tpnishnient escnted by tbp living picta}^ of the 
instability of bnfna,njhings« so stril^ngly displayed 
ip ^is ]tinef:ant oeurt, and the fear qf aQ/army 
which might be called fojr tb^ defep(^ pf 3io}s, 
' and whjch would p^y for the hpspitalitie? received, 
by spreading around all the ills att^ndaqt upon 
war. A rnn>our of the suspension of-arins was^. 
however, circqlated ; it was also reported tha| 
t|if I>u|(e pf jpadpre^was gOQe,,on,^a ni^^jop tp t|)| 
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EinptMraf Atiftrtii. This double news was again 
icommunicated in confidence by Count Regnault 
to bis hosts, who did pot fail to impart it to their 
friendiu 

Another thing was not commnnicated^ the 
whole town nf Blois waft kept in ignorance of it^ 
This w«s, that the bridge was niined^ that under 
Qne of the arches was six^ hundred ponnds of 
powder ! llie confiding Bloisians slept every night 
upon a volc9nO| the existence of which would 
onty have been revealed by its explosion, and the 
protection thereby afforded to the flight of their 
guests, unless gralstade had urged some of these 
guests to confess the fatal secret.* 

The last news of the day was the arrival of 
two mails from Paris. It was known that they had 
been escorted by some of the allied troops as far 
as Mount Desire,t but that when they arrived 
at Orleans the Prefect had stopped thems and sent 
them to Blois to the Minister of the Police. 

On Holy Thursday, the seventh of April, 
ni^s??^as said in the palace by the almoner of the 
pages, after which a council of the ministers was 
hdd« The news, and the entertainment of the 
t9Wn» i^^s a proclamation wbich was posted about 



f ,Tl|e bridges at Bepiugency and at Tours wereako mined* 
ready to be blown up. 

- . t 4 P^ ^tii>ii between Ettampes and Angeirille. 
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early in the oioroiog. Us coit^rta .wsre m ioUt 

" FRENCHMEy, 

** The events of war have plaefad thf <!9|iital in 
the power of strangers. The £u)perar i^.hasteDillg 
to defend it at the head of the arioies, so ofteo 
victorious* They are in the presence of the enwiy^ 
lender the walU of Paris* 

^' It is from the residency that I haye ehoseot 
and from the ministers of the Emperor, that will 
issiie the orders which alone you are to follow^ 

*^ flvery town in the po^er of the enemy 
ceases to be freej every order that comes from theoa 
is» \he language of a stranger, or that which it be- 
longs to his hostile views to propagate^ 

'' You will be faithful to yonr oaths, yoo will 
listen to the voice of a princess, who is trusted t^ 
your faith, who considers it as her glory to be a 
Frenchwoman, to be associated with the destioiea 
of a sovereign whom you have freely chosen. 

*' My son was less sure of your hearts in tbt 
tiine of our prosperity ; his rights and his person 
aie undef your safeguard. 

. (Signed) *• Maeia Locisa. 

(Countersigned) ^^ Montauv£x« 

Performing the functioos of 
Secretary to die Reoenct. 

This piece was doited the third, twpf 4itys be- 
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fore a' decree of the fifths which appointed the 
Count Montalivet secretary to the regency. The 
publication of it wm decreed by the council on the 
&ixth; It was printed and posted about in the night 
between the sixth and seventh* From the ante* 
date it may well be supposed that the plan of their 
Excellencies was to leave the door open for accom- 
modation with the provisional government, and at 
the same time give proofs of an active zeal for 
Napoleon. Be this as it may, the proclamatioa 
was sent into all the departments where there was 
a possibility of sending it. 

It did not create any great sensation at Blois ; 
it served, on the contrary, to give greater credibi- 
lity to the news from Paris. The presence of the 
government, however, created a constant appre- 
hension of the arrival of the army. Some fugitives 
from Chartres annonnced that a body of the allied 
troops were advancing upon that city, ^vhence they 
would not fail to march upon Blois, attracted by 
the hope of seizing upon the treasury. 

The Court was much more embarrassed than 
th6 town. The government appeared from this 
moment principally occupied with guarding the 
Impress, the King of Rome, and the treasury ; 
they saw all these ready to. escape them^ and that 
they ought to. take some decisive step without 
delay. For s\x days much time had been lost in 
deliberating upon the place of r^etreat ;. sometimef 
Tours was thought of^ sometimes Nantes, some- 
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fiines Berry. It appears as if the Empress did not 
Approve the^e projects ; that she even resisted 
King Joseph and King Jerome, who endeavoared 
to persnad^, who woo Id evea ha%;e constrained iier 
fo accompany them to the other side of the Loire, 
Argingter own personal safety and the safety of the 
states 

The acconnt given of the scene is this. Ovf 
Good Friday, the eighth of April, heiween eight 
and nine o'clock in the morning the Kings Joseph 
ind Jerome went with two carriages to the habita- 
tion of her Majesty, the Eiij press, teJliog her that 
<liey were al)out to depart, and that they came to 
propose her accompanying thens, so that her person 
inight be placed in greater secnrity. The Empress 
Answered that iier fate appeared decided, that she 
was nuder no apprehensions for her person, whe- 
tlier she fell into the hands of the Get mans or into 
(hose of the Russians ; that she was, therefore-, 
rlerternrined to wait the event. Her two brothers-^ 
in-law represented to her that the ties which united 
her to the imperial family rendered her a vohintary 
and necessary hostage for that family and for the 
Mate, and that the safety of both required her re* 
movaK The Empress enqnired whither they pro- 
posed to conduct her, and whether they acted diun 
by order of the Emperor. The two Kings answer* 
ed that they had no positive orders to this efiect; 
but that it was necessary for l^er, a3 Regent, to 
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ifttird beyoml i\\t Ltfire^ and tdat burii cfirri^ge^ 

w^re at tbe door, one for her, and one for her soti.* 

The £tB press answered this proposal only by 

t^ars. The Kings, little affi?ctedi took her each 

by the arm, and endeatoared to force her to th0 

carriage ; but by hefr cries slle brought some of the 

officers of lier household into the room. The 

£mpres^, addressing these gentlemen, desired them,- 

s^ one of the last serYtces they coakt render her,- 

and as a proof of their attachment, (o -go and 

learn ffrrni the officers of hef gaard, whether it 

was their intention to sanction thevrolenoe dfferetl 

to her. The officers, hiformed of what was pas^sing 

by M. d'Hanssortvilte, the chamberlalin, hastened 

to the Empress's afpattmetit, whicH they foun* 

already filled with other tiritnesses. The prfe^ence of 

all these people disconcei'ted the tw*© things so much 

that they retired no le«s ashamed of their attempt 

flian mortified at the HI success which had at-^ 

tended it. 

The officers Were eager to satisfy the Em- 
]tr^ss*8 mind; they prtJtested that they were not' 
to receive orders from any one but her Majesty, 
and that they never would fisten to any other. 
The rumonr of this scene transpired in the towh| 
but in a vagne manner and without any details^ 
Wheti and how such a state of things would ier- 
minaie, i)o one could conjecture. The ministers, 
always booted and ready to set off, came to the 
palaee at an earlier hour than usual. ' 
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Aboat (wo in the afternoon news waa spread on. 
a sodddH that Count Scbovaloff had arrived at liie 
hotel of the Galley, and that he eame tq aeek the 
BmpreM. . He was alone and withoot atiy armed 
force. The proclamation of Blois was still posted 
about every where ; neither the loc&l anthorities^ 
nor the imperial government had done any thing 
to supersede it. No one ventured to open his 
mouth either to dispute the mission of Count Schu* 
valoff or to acknowledge it.* A few moments 
after his arrival, some of the ministers were seen 
coming out from the palace, and it was ihoUght, 
from the constefnation which might be read .in the 
coutenances of their Excellencies, and which they 
no longer soujght to disguise, thai the last sig;h of 
the imperial government was breathed. 

This truth received strong confirmation from, 
a circumstance which must not be omitted. When 
their Excellencies quitted Paris they had not time 
to farnish themselves with passports ; perhaps it. 
was a thing they never thought of; they, possibly, 
considered their dignities as a sufficient safeguard 
for their persons. But how much soever they 
might be a security to them in their departure, they 



• A leport was spread in Blois that the Hetmaa of the Cossacks 
was arrived. A cirrk in the war-office» who had been a sapper, and 
who conceived that it would do him honour to cherish a 'fine beard, 
was the oicasion of this error ^ he was tisHed by many ladie% wbd- 
bslieved thai it wu Piatoff they beheld. 



mo^t be ttsd999> or evendimgeTotis, to them in their 
return. They Q^ost pass through a long chain of 
the allied trends, and it* will easily be understood 
that in their eyes, being the ministers of Napoleon, 
far from proving a reicommendation sufficient to 
supply the place of a passport, was more likely td 
expose them to danger and insult. They consulted 
together on what wa$ to be done» and at lec^th 
agreed that they would get passports from tlia 
mayor of Blois, and intreat M. de Schuvaloifto 
add his counter-signature. 

The first of these objects was attained without 
any other difficulty than what arose from the thing 
itself^ in the description which it was necessary to 
give of their persons. But ot this M. Brodire, to 
whose lot it fell to make out the passports, in the 
mayoralty at Blois, acquitted himself with all the 
respect that the singular position in which the e 
gentlemen stood would permit. This position the 
honest clerk wouki gladly have softened, and it 
was not Without syn;ipathizing in their feelings 
that he described the features of princes, ministers, 
counsellors of state, and other such great per* 
SQoages ! These all shared his zeal, without ex* 
hausting it; he had still a portion left for others, 
though the nnmber of passports delivered amounted 
to four hundred** 



* X^cy. produced the sum of SOO francs, the only revenue 
whkh the town of Blois derived from bting the seat of the govern* 
meat 
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Bat one, of two operations^ was, koi^dvef; 
here accomplished; the second tenl^rued Cdont 
Sdiavaloff. This general had^ in faet, iiot beeii 
arrived many honrs before the different members 
of the government presented themseltes before 
htm, requesting his signature to th€!i( passports. 
The room which he inhabited, hi the inn^ was sooif 
found tod small to contain his numerous visitors; 
Every one wanted the business dispatthed, and 
every one wanted to be the first served. Th.os^ 
who had been able to procure letters of reeommea^ 
dation came with them in their hands, presenting 
them to the generaL The latter answered that h^ 
entertained the utmost respect for those by whom 
they were given^ but in the little time he llad, it 
was impossible to sigti so many at oiice, and h6 
most beg some to Wait, or to come again. Thrcmgh^ 
out the whole transaction he shewed different de-^ 
grees of politeness towards the different persons i 
this evinced plainly that he wa^ well acquainted 
with the conduct of all. It was observed that 
every possible respect Was paid to the Duke de 
Feltre, but that in signing the passport of the 
Duke of Reggio he wrote in the mafgin M. Sw* 
vary. 

As to what concerns the court. — The town 
was at length in possession of the public papers, 
which had been so long withheld by the minister jof 
the police ; they were now distributed both dmong 
private families and in public placest Still thp joy 
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which they inspired dared not entirely break forth ; 
the effusions of it were repressed^ whether by the 
presence* of the troops, or by the proclamation^ 
which remained still posted about, or, perhaps^ 
•from' a certain setitiment of hospitality which 
would not add insnlt to misfortune. Thanks tp 
this disposition, the illustrious personages who 
were snddenly deprived of the dignities which 
they possessed but the day before, were always 
treated as if they still retained them. ,. 

We have noticed a first act of the Regency 
which had for its aim the safety of the state. De- 
livered from so great an object of solicitude, the 
members of the government did not now dis- 
dain to turn their attention towards one of less 
importance; they took measures relative to the 
payment of their several stipends. The minister 
of the treasury, and the treasury itself were upon 
tlf^^ spot; nothing opposed their taking the last 
advantage they might be able to take of both. 
This salutary measure met with no opposition; 
every one received what was due to him, with' 
some addition to defray the expenses of the jonr*^ 
ney*. The troops received three months pay, 



* Our memoirs speak only of what was paid to the Empress- 
motheft ;wbo received S75»000 fraocs $ a trifling matter added to 
a waggon which was in danger of being set fast on the road to 
Bauce» notwithstanding that an additional number of horses wer* 
procured to draw it out; this waggon excited the attention 
of all by whom it was seen. Next to it nothibg so much occa- 

z 



$i^ kisGBKCT AT BL018. 

vhlioQt any distinction, whether more or less wa» 
dne to them, and ootwithstaDding any observations 
made apon the subject, to which do one had time 
to listen. 

Thus was terminated Good-Friday^ the eighth 
of April.* These loyal subjects took their pass- 
ports with one hand, and their money with the 
other, immediately sSter which the most zealous 
hastened to send in their adherence to the acts of 
the provisional government.'f' 

The night was devoted entirely to makinfr 
preparations iPor the departure which was to take 
place the next day; and in arranging some reforms 
in the housholds of the Empress-mother, and the 



pled the people of BloU, as « strong box with six hoops, which re- 
quired a great number of persons to move it. It was said toY>elong 
to some great'dignitary. 

* According to some persons, the decision for paying the 

functionaries was made in the Council of Thursday, the 7th, and 

this measure took place because they thought it would be necessary 

to cross the Loire next day* and that some encouragement must be 

giyen to excite steadiness and fidelity. 

^' ■. 

t His Serene Highness the Arch*chaoce]]br set the example of 

adherence $ the papers even relate that he .gave in a double adhe- 
rence* X>Ba was dated the 7th» the day on which the Empress's 
prodamatiou was issued, by which his highness declares that he 
adheres as far as is necessary to all the acts dime hy the Senate; the 
second is dated the 9th, in which ht adheres fully toallihe acts done 
by the Senate, &c. f Moniteurs <(f the \\th and I9thj. 

Count Regnault went to Clermont, in Auvergnc, with the white 
cockade In his hat, where he censured the authorities of the towD 
severely for not having yet assumed it. 
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KiDgs her sons* On Saturday, the ninth, between 
ten and eleven, the Empress, whose orders Count 
Schuvalfiff had ^etjuested the day before, and to- 
wards whom he conducted himself with the utoipat 
possible delicacy — the Empress, I say, with the 
King of Ron^e and her court, set out from BloiS) 
accompanied by the appointed escort. Their Ma- 
jesties took the road to Orlea!kis, they found it 
bordered by a double row of spectator^, vfho con- 
6ned themselves at looking at the illustrious tra- 
vellers, remaining as if absorbed in a gloomy 
silence. 

The order and tranquillity of the joarney 
was no where disturbed excepting in the environs 
of Beaugeacy, where the sudden appearance of 
three hundred Cossacks occasioned a very unex-» 
pected interruptiou. One of the string of carriages 
was already plundered by these troops, ever greedy 
of bc)oty, before the others were aware of their 
presence. The effects were, however, in a few 
minutes after restored, through the intervention 
of an aide-de«camp to Count Schuvaloff, 'as he 
passed rapidly from the head to the end of the . 
convoy ;«— the funeral procession it might well be 
called. 

The civil and military authorities of Orleans 
came out to meet their Majesties the Empress 
aiul the King of Rome. The city guard, and a 
numerons garrison formed two hedges betw^ier 
Which their Majesties passed, and who escorted 

z 2 
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them from the gates of the toWn to the episcopal 
palace* It was six oclock wliea they arrived; 
the croud was immense, and their reception here 
was not with the profound silence that they had 
been seen to depart from Blois. The Prefect had 
all the journals taken away from the pnblic 
places ; some few cries of Five tEmper&tr were 
heard from a few hired voices. 

Several of the ex-ministers who had sent in 
their adherence, received^ on arriving at Orleans 
in the evening, notice from the minister of the 
police, that the next day, £aster Sunday, the 
Empress would have mass celebrated, and after- 
terwards would hold a council of regency. * One 
of them, the Duke de Feltre, who had intended 
passing the day at Orleans, could find no other 
means of getting out of this awkward situation 
than by setting off immediately for Paris, We 
know not whether the council was nun^erously at- 
tended, or what passed there, but Her Majesty did 
not receive the constituted authorities of the 
place* 

The town of Orleans was in a very singular 
situation. After having seen its gates barricaded, 
its bridge mined, its walls armed with pieces of 
artillery, it was now encumbered with the ruins 
of *the court^ of the government and of thie army. 
It was full of troops of. every kind, who arrived 
without chiefs, and cEiefs who arrived^ without 
troops. It had no longer any reason to fear the 
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horrors of a siege, but it was by no means safe 
from the disorder to which a disbanded army may 
resign itself. The public papers which, for three 
days^ had been in free circnlation made, them ac- 
quainted with th€ acts of the new government ; 
bat they still did not the less live under the re- 
gime of the old, and the proclamation of Blois 
remained posted up every where, without the au- 
thorities attempting to interfere and put order in 
any part. By the side of the proclamation alone 
was to be read an exhortation to every one to con- 
duct themselves pacifically, yet. from no quarter 
did it appear towards whpm this paciSc conduct 
was to be observed, by whpm it was to be gua- 
ranteed.. All was done withojut . men.tioning the 
imperial government which they no longer dared 
invoke,, or the royal which they did not yet dare 
to proclaim. 

This state of neutrality or interregnum, 
doubly grievous, to a lown animated with an excel- 
lent sphit, and which, after experiencing two 
months of oppression and terror, wished for 
nothing so much as to testify the joy felt at its 
deliverance, appeared more particularly in the re- 
ligious solemnity of Easter. The hymn of Sabmm 
fac hnperatarem was not performed, it woald have 
been too rpuch in contradiction with known events, 
and with the wishes of the faithful ; hut though 
the Salvum fac Hegem W2is in every heart, they 
dared not yet pronounce it with the lips. Easter 
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Monday passed much the same. It was expected 
that the Empress would depart; some said that 
she was going to Fontainebleaii to meet NapokoB, 
others said that Napoleon had departed, and that 
a very different meeting was prepared for Her 
Majesty. 

On Tuesday the twelfth, Prince Etterhazy 
arrived, sent to Maria-Louisa by her august 6ther, 
and the Archduchess departed for Rambouiliet 
without an escort, with a train of six carriagea 
for the people of her own houshold and that of 
her son. On Thursday the twenty-first, this Prin* 
eess quitted Rambouiliet to return into the bosotn 
of her family and of her nation. They mutst ever 
See in her, a victitto who devoted herself for their 
safety, while France can never forget that twite 
she saved her from the horrors of a eivil wat ; 
once in quitting Paris where her presence Would 
have occasioned a fatal resistance; the second 
time in remaining at Blois, and opposing with 
courage and resolution the violence of her brothers- 
in-law. 

The Empress-mother quitted Blois with Car- 
dinal Fesch, her hal&brother, who arrived there 
only the evening before by a long and circuitous 
I'onte. From the time of the first alarms at Lyons, 
on the twelfth of January, his Eminence found 
himself very much divided between his affection 
for his family and love for his country. The voice 
of blood was the strongest^ it took fhe iead in his 
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Eminence's heart, he quitted his see, and followed 
the civil authorities to Roanne, little satUfie4 
with the spirit of tjijie Lyonqese, who hesaidu^^re 
SQ inert that they would not defend themselves^ 
From Roanne his Eminence proceeded to Pradines 
into a religious house of nuns wl^ch he had es- 
tablished; bnt he was soon obliged to quit this 
retreat. Happily he escaped meeting a detach^ 
ment of allied cavalry, whom chance had brought 
thither^ and who left him but just l^ime s,uffic]ent 
tQ mpuut his horse and ride away inthe ntmost 
haste. 

His apartment was visited as an object of 
curiosity, but without the least injury to the pro*, 
perty. His stables were equally yis^te)}, but not 
equally respected ; the cs^y^Jli^rjs found there ^e- 
vqral F^ryfine riding'horses, which, tl|«^y thought 
ia ^e absence of the master they might appro- 
priate to themselves. 

From Pradines, his Eminence proceeded to 
Auvergne, then into the LoMrer Langpedop, whence 
he reached th^ banks of the Loire by the Moun- 
tains of the rViy^s^rai^. He 'arrived at; JB^lpjs only 
at the mpm^nt ^whep it ,was necessaj^ fto qi^t it 
^gain* J^ stopped at Qrle^s Sor ^U^ter-rday 
and the i^e^t morning rsc^t o/f far Ro^me with th^ 
JEqipress-mother. .^his Jatter ^evinced more, ill- 
hiitnlnir than resignation. Het lady of 'honour, 
wlio had aWendedJber t6 BIois, quitted her at Or- 
leans y she was desirous to replace her by sooi^c; on^ 



598 KEGEKCT AT BLOIS* 

under a m6re modest title, but this she found iiu*' 
possible at Orleans. Unable to restrain her indig* 
nation : ^^It is not yet finished/* said she, as she 
departed, *' we Corsicans are not inexperienced in 
revolutions.** 

The Kings Joseph and Jerome contrived to 

lose themselves, among the crowd. Louis re* 

mained at Blois, where some interest was shewn 

ibr him. He found also in religion a more soKd 

source of consolation. On Palm Sunday and on 

Holy Thursday, he attended the holy oflSces in the 

Church of St. Louis, in the dress of a general. 

He soon after set out for Switzerland, where he 

purposed fixing his residence at a country house 

which he had in .the neighbourhood of Lausanne^ 

living upon a pension derived from Holland. 

Joseph and Jerome, remained a week at Orleans^ 

or in the neighbourhood ;* on the eighteenth of 

April, they quitted it, taking also the road to 

Switzerland. 

llius ended this family of Kings who had 
not been placed on thrones from their merit, nor 
even through their ambition ; and who knew not 
how to preserve a power they had not known how 
to refuse. Involved in the. fall of him who had 
raised them^ they ought to be consoled for it in 

*, It ha« been asserted, that Jerome passed several daytat La- 
Motte BeovroDy where he distributed money among the troops 
that were passing, endeavouring to rally them in the cause of 
NapoleoD. ' . . 
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the general peace established over tlie world ; they 
ought not to be insensible to the joy occasioned 
by so great a blessing ; they ought to remember 
tliat by it they are permitted to chuse in delivered 
Curope an asylum, which legitimate sovereigns 
^vere, before this, obliged to seek at a distance from 
the Continent. 

The fate of this family was fixed by the fol- 
lowing treaty, the work of a very generous policy, 
or rather of a truly Christian charity, which ren- 
ders good for evil, according to the precepts of the 
Gospel. 
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Treaty concluded between the Allied Powers and 
his Majesty the Emperor Napoleon. 

Art. 1. His Majesty* the Emperor Napoleon 
renounces for himself^ his successors, and descend- 
ants^ as well as for every member of his family, 
all right of sovereignty siud dominion, ^s well over 
the French empire, as over jthe kingdcun of Italy, 
and all other countries. 

3. Their Majesties the Emperor Napoleon wd 
the Empress Maria-Louisa shall preserve their 
titles and rank, and retain them for the rest of 
their lives.. The mother, the brothers, the ne- 
phews, and the nieces of the Emperor, shall also 
preserve, wherever they may reside, the title of 
princes of his family. 

$. The island of Elba, which the Emperor 
Napoleon has chosen as his place of residence, 
shall form, during his lif^, a separate principality, 
which he shall possess in entire property and sove- 
reignty. There shall be granted, besides, in abso- 
lute property, to the Emperor Napoleon, an annual 
revenue of two millions of francs, which shall be 
established as a rental upon the revenues of France ; 
the half of this sum to be in reversion to the 
Empress. 

4t The duchies of Parma, of Placentia^ and 
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of Goastalla, shall be given in absolute property 
and sdvereignty to her Majesty the Empress Maria- 
Louisa; they shall pass to her son and his descend- 
ants in a direct line. The prince her son shall take 
in fnture the title of Prince of Parma^ Placentia, 
and Gnastalla. 

5. All the powers engage to employ their 
good offices with the Barbary States, to make 
them respect the flag of the island of Elba. To 
this eflect, the relations with these States shall be 
assimilated to their relations with France. 

6. There shall be reserved for the family of 
the Emperor Napoleon, domains, or rents upon 
the revenues of France, to the amount of two 
millions five hundred thousand francs, free of all 
charges and deductions. These domains or rents 
shall belong in absolute property to the princes and 
princesses of his family, who shall dispose qf thcxn 
as they shall judge proper. They shall he parted 
among them in the following manner : to the ,£m* 
press-mother, 300,000 fr. ; to King Joseph an4 fai$ 
wife, 500, 000 fr.; to King Louis, 800,000 fr.; to 
Queen Hortensia and her children, 400,000 fn . 
to King Jerdme and his wife, 500,000 fr. : to the 
Princess Eliza (BacchiochiJ^ 300,000 fr. ; to the 
Princess Paulina (Bfn^ghese), 300,000 fr. The 
princes and princesses of the Enipsror Napoleon^s 
house shall also retain all their property, moveablf 
and immoveable, of whatever naturf it tnay he, 
which they shall possess by public and individual 
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rights with the rents which they may enjoy as pri- 
vate persons. 

?• The Empress Josephine's pension shall be 
rednced to a million, in domains, or charged upon 
the reverines of France; she shall, continue to 
€DJoy> in absolnte rights all her property, moveable 
as well as immoveable^ with the power of disposing 
of it conformably to the laws of France. 

8. A proper establishment .shall be formed 
out of France for Prince Eugene, viceroy of 
Italy. 

9. The property which the Emperor Napo- 
leon possess^ in France^ whether in extra-domains^ 
or in private domains, attached to the crown — the 
funds placed out by the Emperor, whether in the 
grand book of France, in the bank of France,, in 
shares in forest lands, or in any other way what- 
soever, which his Majesty resigns to the crown, 
shall be reserved as a capital, of which a snm npt 
exceedmg two millions shall be employed in gra- 
tuities to the persons whose names shall be included 
in a list signed by the Emperor Napoleon, and 
remitted by him to the French government. . 

10. All the diamonds of the crown shall re- 
main in Franee* 

11. His Majesty the Emperor Napoleon shall 
remit to the pnblic treasury, and to the other 
public trusts, all the sums taken thence by his 
prders, excepting only those appropriated i^tlie 
civil list* 

12. The debts of his Majesty the Emperor 
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Napoleon's household, sach as they existed to the 
day of signing the present treaty, shall be paid 
upon the arrears due from the publiq treasury to 
the civil list, according to a statement which 
shall be signed by a commission named for that 
purpose. 

13. The obligations of Mount Napoleon, of 
Milan (Mount of Piety), towards the creditors, 
i/^ther French or foreign, shall be acquitted, 
unless any other arrangement shall he'teafter be 
made. 

14. All the necessary passports shall be deli- 
.vered for allowing a free passage to his Majesty 
the Emperor Napoleon, the Empress, the princes 
and princesses, and all the persons of their suite 
who wish to accompany them, and who would 
establish themselves out of France, as well as 
their equipages, horses, and effects. The allied 
powers shall, inconsequence, furnish officers and 
troops to escort them. 

15. The French Imperial guard shall furnish 
a detachment of twelve or fifteen hundred men, of 
every description, as an escort. to the. Emperor 
Napoleon to St. Tropes, the place of his em- 
barkation. 

le. A corvette shall be provided, with th« 
other vessels necessary for transporting his Majesty 
the Emperor Napoleon and his suite to Elba, and 
the corvette shall belong in absolute property to the 
Emperor. 
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• 17. The Bmperor Napoleon may take with 
him, and retain as" his goardi four hundred men, 
officers, 8ab-ofiicers, and rolanteer soldiers. 

18. No Frenchmen, who may have followed 
the Emperor Napoleon or his family, shall be con* 
sidered as having lost the rights of Frenchmen, 
though they should not return for three years ; at 
least, they shall not be ihdnded in the exception^;* 
which the French government reserves to itself to 
make after this term. 

19. The Polish troops of every description 
shall be free to return into Poland, retaining their 
^tm& and baggage, as a testimony to their hononr- 
able services. The officers and soldiers shall retain 
the decorations they have acquired, and the pen- 
sions attached to them. 

20. The high allied powers guarantee the execa- 
tion of the present treaty, and engage to obtain its 
acceptance and guarantee on the part of France. 

SI. The present act shall be ratified^ and the ^ 
ratifications exchanged at Paris in two days. 

Done at Puris, the 11th of 
April, 1814. 

(Signed) Metternich, Stadton, Raso- 
HOUSKi, Nbssselrode, Cas- 
TLE&EAGH, and Hardsnbero. 

Ney and Caulaincourt. 
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Who would be -tempted to envy this family 
the titles which remain to them, and the millions 
which they carry away. It was mpre grateful to 
the magnanimous allies, to deliver so many peo- 
ple, than to reduce one family to the simplicity of 
a private life, and to make them return to their 
primitive stations. No hope appearing that a 
noble renunciation of riches and vain titles could 
be obtained from these monarchs, born subjects^ 
it may have appeared expedient to leave them this 
double portion, as a sort of booty proper to sa- 
tisfy their wishes, without compromising the fate of 
others. 

Who will not here admire the magic power of 
gold, and the progress of commerce? Formerly, 
gold could not serve for th^ repurchase of a captive 
king, and Saint-Louis in irons would not accept 
his liberty through the medium of such a ransom. 
. In the present moment, it has served for the ran- 
som of nations, who are too happy thus to pur- 
chase an abdication. He who makes this abdica- 
tion for himself andT all belonging to him, knows 
the value of things, knows how to appreciate 
them in money. ** What will you give me," says 
he, " to deliver up to you myself and my family ?" 
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^* So many millions/' He has obtained them, and 
departed, loaded with these millions, and with 
the maledictions of the people. The latter may 
well, in any case, bless the omnipotence of gold, 
which has purchased their deliverance from so 
harsh a tyranqy, and may well pay without regret 
the price of their deliverance. 
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BUONAPARTE at FONTAINEBLEAU. 



Ta£ campaign of 1814, bad continue^] for tvo 
months with vnrions success. Napoleon had 
plncked the last fayoars of fortune, hnt it was at 
the price of immense losses whidi he oonld not re- 
pair. His army was not only exhausted by the 
bloody and continual battles, which it bad either 
given or sustained, it was even more exhawted by 
hunger and misery, by the neverceasing marches 
and counter-marches, in which it was involved, 
with equal pain and inutility, by a chief who seem- 
ed no longer master of his movements or of him* 
self. This campaiga which began at St. Cosier, 
by a battle fought on the 27th of January, finished 
at the same place on the 26th of March, by an 
action with the corps of observation undet the 
command of General Winzingerode. 

While Marshal Ondinot pursued this body in 
the direction of Barsur-Ornain, Napoleon took 
the route of Doulevant, hoping at length to find 
the army of Prince of Scfawartssenbejig, the 

a AH 
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route of which he had for four days been vainly 
endeavouring to trace. This prince had contrived 
effectually to conceal his movements ; his army had 
passed the Aube on the 23d, and after joining 
that of Blucher, these united bodies marched upon 
Paris^ while Napoleon was seeking them upon the 
route of Vandoeuvre. 

The Allied Army entered Meanx on the 28tb. 
Napoleon learnt the news at a village three leagues 
from Doulevant, the same day as he breakfasted. 
He quitted Doulevant the next day, the ^Qthj and 
removed his head quarters -to Troyes, where he 
waited twelve hours for his guard^^ which could 
no longer follow him. He set out from Troyes on 
the SOtb at nine in the morning, arrived at Fan- 
tainebleau the same hour in the evening, and con- 
tinned his route to Essonne. This was the day on 
which Paris capitulated. Napoleon received the 
news of the capitulation at eleven in the evening, 
by a general who came at full speed to meet hiin ; 
he was then at the Cour-de-France^ a little post 
station between Essonne and Villejuif. The Em- 
peror on receiving the news was like a man thun- 
derstruck; when he came to himself, he said that 
he had rather have been pierced to the heart by a 
dagger. He enquired whether the National Guard 
had fought well ? and upon the officer's answering 
that they had not even fired a musquet, (which 
was an unworthy falsehbod :) ^' The cowards^' 
exclaimed Buonaparte^ *^ they shall pay for it J 
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He added) that he had to reproach himself with 
two great faults, the one that he had iK)t burned 
Vienna, the other that he had pot barned Berlin* 

Did he think that the horning of these two 
capitals would have led to the horning of Paris?.— 
a catastrophe which he regjirded* as his only re- 
source, the sole chance of safety ^hich remained 
to. him, end one for which he had made ample 
provisioB. We may hence judge with what feel- 
ings he saw the capital escape the destruction which 
he had predicted for two months as the fruit of 
its being conquered; which he prepared at the 
same time as the inevitable consequence of the re- 
sistance he had himself ordered. Not confining 
himself to the sterile character of a prophet, but 
assuring by his own efforts the accpmplishmeDt of 
his fatal predictions. 

Furious at the magnanimous conduct of the 
Allied Monarchs, how much niore incensed must 
he have been at the non-execution of the orders 
he had given for blowing up the powder maga- 
zine of Grenelle. This ' magazine contained two 
hundred and forty millions of powder in grains^ 
five millions of cartouches for the infantry, twenty- 
five millions of ball cartridges, three thousand 
obuses charged,, and a great number of other ar- 
ticles. Those who remember the effect produced 
iu 1794, by the explosion of the magazine on the 
plain of Grenelle, when it contained only eight 
millions of powder, may easily form to themselves 
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an idea of the horrible effect that muftt have beefl 
produced by the explosion of a magazine a h«ra* 
dred times more considerable* The greatest part 
of the city mnst have beeo laid cdmpletely in 
ruins. This was the last catastrophe wi^ wbicA 
Buonaparte sought to terrify the world. All Paris 
shuddered with horror at hearing of the design ; 
it was related after <fi1lerent fashionst so that Mr. 
Lescoiirt, director of the magaritie, wa» required 
to give ait account of it as far as came within his 
knowledge. Here follows his letter addressed to 
iht Editor of the Journal des D^bats, dated the 
5th of April, and inserted in that paper on the 
7th. 

'* I was occupiled on the evening of 

the day that the attack was made on Paris, in col- 
lecting at the Field of Mars the horses reqmstte 
for carrying away the artillery ; this care I shared 
with the officers of the general direction. About nine 
o'clock in the evening, a colonel arrived on horse- 
back near the grate of Saint Draiini^qtte, where I 
was, and desired to speak to the director of the 
artillery. I presented myself as the man :— ' Is 

* the powder niagaaine at Crenelle evacuated, Sir?* 
said he.-^' No ; I answered,' it is not possibia diat 
Vit should have heen, we have neither had time or 
I horses sufficient for it.'—-* Well^ then,' said he^ 

* it must be blown up tmmediately.' — At these 
jRords I turned pale, 1 trembled, nor reflected at 
the moment, that I had no occasion to make^my- 



self mm»y abbot tei order not gi«eii id writings 
and transibitted to me by aa bfficer wbom I did 
not know. ^ Do yon hetttate^ Sir/ aaid he. After 
a few moaieiits ; 1 reooHecied myself, atid fearidig 
lest be shoald tranamit the same order to another^ 
I aaswvred him with a calm air, that I would de^ 
copy tnysalf with it :«->-he then disappeared* Maa^ 
terof this dteadfiil secret, I did not cqnfide it to 
any one ; I did not close the j^stes of the magm^^ 
aiae, as has been said : I had the eracoation, whi&h 
had been begun ia the day, contiaaed. 

^ 1 most add, that this order coold tiot 
have come ftokn the artillery-office, since all the 
officers diere are known to me ;-^that I knew that 
the Minister at War, and the General in Chief of 
the Artillery had quitted Paris some hoars befoi«s ( 
"i^^^ahd that all the officers of the general dtrectioa 
tvere assraabled at the Field of Mars, where ihty 
weire occopied with the evacuation trhich had beea 
ordered* 

(Sigt^tdJ '^ Maiixard 0£ Lvscouatj 
Major ofArtUkyr 

Thas did Paris escape, as by a miracle, the 
rain t»^ared by such horrible means. It is well 
known with what acclamations the Allied Mo- 
aatdis were received, and what a contrast thfeir 
entrance, no less brilliant than pacific, formed with 
the projects of destruction and conflagration as* 
mbed to them by the only real enemy of P«is*«^ 
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Let' us advert again to him, and follow him in ius 
fietorfa to Fontaioebleau. 

He arrived there on the S 1st in th&morniiig, 
accompanied by the Prince of Wagram> the Grand- 
Marshal Bertrand, and the Crrand-Ecuyer Caa- 
laincoupt, with whom he had passed the nigkt at 
the Cour-de-France. On the morrow, the 1st of 
Aprils he published the following bulletin. 

^^ The Emperor; who had established his 
head-quarters at Troyes on the 29th, directed his 
course by forced marches, through Sens, upon the 
capital. His Majesty was at Fontainebleau on th« 
3.1 St Qf March, where he learnt that the enemy 
having got the start of the French army, by twenty- 
four hdurs Wiere tfaeti in possession of Paris^ after 
having experienced a vigorous resistance, which 
cost them the lives of many of their troops. The, 
corps of the Dukes of Treviso and Ragusa, with 
that; of General Com pans, who had assisted in the 
defence of the capital, have united between Easonne 
and Paris^ where his Majesty has taken a position 
with the whole army; the latter having arrived 
from Troyes. 

^\ The occupation of the capital by the enemy 
•9 a misfortune which afflicts-bis Majesty very sen-' 
sibly, but which oaght not to create any alarms. 
The presence of the Emperor with his army at the 
gates of Paris, will prevent the accustomed ex- 
cesses of the enemy, in a city so populous, the 
possession of which cannot be retained, withoat 
their position being rendered very dangerous." 
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Nobody will doubt the <deep affliction which 
the heart of Napoleon experienced at the news of 
Paris being occupied Iby the enemy, particularly of 
its being peaceably occupied by them. But nobody 
was alarmed at this misfortune, still less did any 
body see a remedy to their alarms in the presence 
of the'Eniperor, — of him who alone was capable 
of inspiring alarms, whose genius had exhausted 
itself in useless efforts to destroy Paris, at the same 
time that he called himself its saviour. Nothing 
more remained to satisfy his vengeance and to chas- 
tise Paris for its submission and safety, but to come 
and give battle under its walls;— this was what he 
prepared to do. It had been an opinion long cir- 
culated in the army that Paris was to be destroyed^ 
and if not by the enemy that it would be by Buona* 
parte. 

^ The different corps of this army took their 
positions at Essonne as they arrived. The whole 
body was not assembled by the third, but there 
was no time to lose; Napoleon after having 
harangued the old guard was ready to set out^ 
when ^I^ received intelligence of his deposition 
pronounced the day before. Struck to the earth 
at this news, he delayed his departure. The army 
however, still remained in their poisition at Essonne^ 
or in the neighbourhood, increasing in numbers at 
every moment by the additional troops that arrived. 
On the 4th it was very much diminished by the 
secession of the whole corps of Marshal Marmont ; 



thia waa the first tbirt, Ibtening toidne wie#6f the 
eomilry, gftTe in tU adheretioe to tbe acts ^ tht 
provmoiial g^vermnent It hod coadnded A cafU 
t«l«tion with Prinoe SchvartMoberg from whoita il 
feoei ved tnforination of tbese acta. 

Tim seoeiaicm was the last stroke of thunder 
whidi completed the crushing of NapdeoD. He 
had only power to give vent to his fi^elings in an 
•rdof of the day directed equally agunstthe senate 
and the Duke of Ragnsa. Bot the other Manhaltt 
far from sharing bis impotent rage» already 
ibongfat only of the safety of the country, and de* 
dared to the Emperor that nothing rentatned fisr 
him hot to abdicate the throne. 

This scene is related in the foHowirig nua^ 
nerw^-On the 4th of April the marshals received 
the jonmals of the 5rd, which made them ae* 
^nainted with the acts of the senate, and of the 
provisionid government. They were conferring 
together upon them, when Buonaparte came to a 
Teview. Marshal Ney was the first who dared to 
pronounce in a loud voice the word abdication.*-" 
^ Nothing but abdication can extricate yam/* 

Bnonaparte afiected not to hear him, and the 
review passed very tranquilly. Scarcely however 
was it concluded when Marshal Ney^ according to 
the general determination, followed Napoleon into 
the palace, even to his private apartment, and asked 
him whether he was informed of the events which 
had taken|place at Paris. Buonaparte still affected 
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ignoraaee of them ; Mordlial Ney then pat the 
J«nnial# into his hand* ; he read them and addres« 
sing the Mar&hal aaid : '* Well what do yon tlHAk 
of allthkr-^'' Site, yon must abdicate, 'tis the 
wiah of all FVanee.**— ^ Is it the opinion of l^e 
Generals ?"-*•" Yci, sire.*'—** Is it the wish of the 
army r— ••Yes, iire.- 

At the same moment Marshal Lefebvre arrived, 

who said in a very animated tone to the deposed 

JBauferm :-*-•• You are rained ! you wdald not 

hearken to any of your servants, the senate has 

pronounced yoor depodtion.*' ~ Marshal Macdo- 

nald said :*-^'^ Sire 1 have been faitbfal to yon to 

the very last moment/ '-^Marshal Oudinot by ayi 

expressive silence, and by an attitude of the deepest 

affliction forcibly evinced the painfnl sensations he 

experienced at this mcmient* The scene finished 

by the act of abdication, which the Emperor signed 

in fiivoar of his son. From this moment, acoor- 

ding to some be was perfectly resigned ; according 

to others he was not so till after he had shed a 

torrent of tears.* Be this as it may, he charged 

Marshals N^ and Macdonald, and M. de Can* 

Uunconrt, to carry the act of abdication to Paris, 

Md 40 have it submitted to the Emperor Alex* 



« If Uie tesUmony of the aailior pf ths Seeret Vtnimnff 
Napohwi Buonaparte is to be credited* this latter circamatance wij^ 
impossible. He tissaTes ni rery positi? el/ that Buonaparte w4l 
incpp^iUofihtddmg'kort. Engihk Bdtt$r. 
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aoder. He besides wrote himself a very pressing ' 
letter to the latter, recalling to him that he had. 
been his friend ; bot this prince had declared that 
he would not treat with Buonaparte, nor with any.* 
member of his family, that he would accede to the 
wishes of the French nation for the re-establish* 
ment of the Bourbons. All the efforts of the 
negociators could not succeed against this decla* 
ration. 

To return to what passed at Fontainebleau 
during these negociations at Paris*. The same day,, 
a little before the hour of the parade, the marshals 
and general officers, having assembled in.the court 
of the palace confenred together upon the events of 
the preceding day, upon their probable couse-. 
quences, and upon the influence which they ought 
to have at the moment in regulating the relationa 
which were to subsist in future between the exrem-; 
peror and the army.* As the opinions in this^ 
respect were very much divided, one, of the generals, 
suggested a line of conduct .which, seemed very 
proper to conciliate all. This was to engage the 
Emperor, even for the sake of his own honour and 
authority, which might be compromised, not to 
come that day to the parade. Marshal Oudinot 
detached himself immediately from the groupe to 
perform this mission to the "^Emperor ; but the 
latter was on the staircase coming down to the 
parade before the Marshal could get to^ him. He 
was immediately announced. Ui&. countenance 
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Was pale and fall of nnpeasiness^ a convalsive mt)v£« 
ment agitated his lips, he. could not speak; Some 
cries of Five VEmpereur were heard from . the 
ranks, but in a tone as mournfulas if it had been a 
funeral solemnity. He who was the object of them 
seemed in haste to retire, and did not stay many 
minutes. However, a; few hoars after, he sketehed 
a plan which he preTailed npon the Duke of Bas- 
sano to draw up and to' counter-sign. This plan 
was to depart with twenty-thousand men, and jom 
Prince Eugene in Italy. - 

He ordered the Duke of Reggio to be called. 
This Marshal, chagrined with the two scferies of 
that and the preceding day^ was desirous of avoid- 
ing a third, and hesitated whether he should gp to 
the palace. However the ; consequences of hia 
refusal being represented to him, he consented. 
The Emperor began by putting the qnestion to 
him :— '^ Will the troops follow me ?"~" No, 
sire, you have abdicated the throne." — " But I 
have only'abdicated on certain conditions."— *' The 
sbldiers,'* answered. the duke, ^' do not understand 
these nice shadings, they believe that you have no 
authority to command them any longer.**-^*' Evciy 
thing then is concluded in this respect?" said Buo- 
naparte; but let us wait for news from Paris." — 

: The negociators which he had sent thither, 
arrived about eleven o'clock at night. Marshal 
Ney etitered the first. *' Have you succeeded ?" 
said Buonaparte. — ^* In part, sire, but not for the 
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regency; revolations cannot be made to take m 
fetrogrede movement, the course of this is deter^ 
mined, 'tis too late to attempt stopping it, to-mor- 
row the senate will acknowledge the Bourbons as 
their sovereigns/'— •' Where am I with my family 
to live ?*' — ^** Wherever your Majesty shall please ; 
at the Island of Elba, perhaps, with a revenue of 
six millions. — ^* Six millions, that is indeed a large 
revienue, considering that 1 am no longer to be any 
thing but a private soldier. I see plainly that I 
must settle my mind to this -.''-^and he said no 
more. 

That very evening Marshal Ney wrote the 
jfeHowing letter to the Prince of Benevento, presi- 
dent of the constitutional government^ to aequaillt 
him with the disposition in which he had found the 
femperor. 

" Sir, 

*' I was yesterday at Paris with the 
Marshal Duke of Tarento, and the D^nke of Vin« 
cenza, to support with the Emperor Alexander the 
claims of thedynasty of the Emperor Napoleon. An 
unforeseen event,* having on a sudden stopped Ae 
iiegGciations, whioh were proceeding to the happiest 
results, I saw from that moment that but one way 
remained to save our beloved country from the 



^ * Probably be alludes to tbe new constitution decreed oa tbe 

I Ifth. 

t 
\ 
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iMMTMi of a civil war^ and ibis was for all Francb'* 
men to embrace nnanimoosly die caose of their 
ancient kings. Penetrated with these sentiments, 
I pi»sented myself, in the evening, befors the 
Jbihperor Napoleon, to manifest to him the wishes 
of the nation. Convinced of the critical position 
in which France stands, and the impossibility of 
aaving her himself, under the present circunv- 
atanoes, he has consented to an absolute abdication 
ei the throne, « without any restriction whatever. 
I eapect that he will remit to me to-morrow 
inoming the act of abdication, when I shall have 
the honour of seeing your Serene Highness.** 

^ FkMit«lB«Uc«i, April Stht 
Half-piit deren at iii^hO 



Notwithstanding his apparent resignation, 
Napoleon eontinued to protract the abdication. 
On the 6th, he demanded a delay to the 7th, 
nkid on that day a ray of hbpe beamed upon him^ 
^fs was produced by a letter which his empresi^, 
Maria-touisa, had received from her &ther the 
Smperor fif Austria, and which she remitted to 
her husband. TThe lattor made use of this letter, 
which, in fact, contained nothing but some ex« 
phcssions ^ Idtndhess, dictated by paternal affec- 
tloa, to oinfan assistance Swat his &ther-in bw, 
anbinitting the terms of it entirely to htm. But 
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this prince answered" that such words of. sabmissioB 
came too late. 

It vas not till after this reply, which left 
Buonaparte no pretence for farther delaying the 
act of abdication, that he signed it. on the 11th 
of April. His treaty with the Allied Powers was 
signed the same day*. The execution of the 
treaty, however, having been delayed for some 
days, Buonaparte availed himself of the delay, to 
add some reclamations,^ very different from his 
original demands. For example, he desired, to 
have the wine which was in the cellars at St. 



* These two pieces will be found in the account of the Regency 
at Blois.— ilttMor. 

As the Author is mistaken in referring to the Account qf ih4s 
Regency at Bids for Buonaparte's act of abdication, which is not 
given there} it is here subjoined by the English Editor. 

'* The Allied Powers having proclaimed 

THAT THE £mFERQR NaPOLEON WAS THE ONLY OB- 
STACLE TO THE RE-SSTABLISHMENT OF THE PEACB 
OF EUROPE^ THE EmFEROR NaPOLEON,' FAITHFUL TO 
HIS OATH, DECLARES THAT HE RENOUNCES FOR HIM- 
SELF AND HIS HEIRS, THE THRONES OF FrANCE AND 

Italy, and that there is no personal sacripicb 

WHICH HE IS not RBA^DY TO MAKE TO THE INTERESTS 

OF France." 

Dated at the Paiace at Fontainebleau, the 7th April; 1814. 

Copied from the Second Lmim &asette ^tramtinaryp ofiSatiirday,. 
April 9th 1814. 
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ClonH, «O0ie books, some articles bf farnitiire^-i— 
every day produced some new demand. Tt'ha9 Jbicen 
Bald surmised these demands were rather innd^ 
us additional pretences to delay the moment of Jiis 
departare, since he alwap entertained the hppo 
that some movement would be undertaken in hB 
favour. 

During this interval, several scenes worthy 

A>f notice passed at the palaqe. The following 

appears particularly so. ^* T^ army/' said Bao- 

naparte one day, *^ has dishonoured itself, I no 

longer wish to have any /cooQsrn ;«^ith it, — it is 

nnworthy that { should command it** " Sire,'* 

linswered General Dulanloy, who was one of the 

officers present, speaking in a tone of dignified 

resolution, ^' this army has fought for you to the 

last sigh, and \vhen it has lost- every thiQg else» 

do not deprive it also of its honour/'-r-^^ J speajk 

not,** said Napoleon, *^ of the artillery of tti^e 

gnard. — '* Nor is it of th^t ,alone/* replied the 

courageous general, '^ 'tis of the whole army, 'tis 

of every individual corps that I speak. The 

number of gejierals present, ask with me, whether 

officers and soldiers have not all^ and every wher^ 

rivalled each other in devotion to you?-— have 

not all fallen in your cause with equal obedience?** 

Buonaparte was silent, he could no longer support 

his unjust accusation, and he was not disposed to 

modify it. 

B9 
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I^t ^t|f| 55Ter»l 4*ys for thf Ei^prfss, »r^ 
■entseyerf^ ^niff IippiQ^ to iP«(t her. I)ecfive<| 
19, ^u (loj^^ $s well 9f>, io .^U ofhi^rs ^at li< 
fev* <5P«9f>Y«^? fef ♦t Ifogtli 4etew»o<!U W qui* 
the Bi4vcf( ^i foptainctik^n, ^pd set c^t fui 
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Buonaparte quitted Fontainebleau on Wednes- 
day the 30th of April, at eleven in the morning/ 
followed by fourteen carriages. His escort rfe*' 
quired sixty post horses. The four cortimissaries^ 
of the Allied Powers who accompanied him, were 
M.de SchuvalbfF, on the part of Russia; General 
Kollcr, on that of Austria j Colonel Campbell, 
f<V England, and Count Waldbourg Truchsels 
for Prussia. Four officers of the £x-£mperorV 
hoo^hold composed a part of his train* 

At the moment of his departure he addressed 
the troops of the old guard, who had remained 
with him, in the following words : 

" Officers, sub-pfficers, and soldiers of thc^ 
old guard, I take my lieate of you. For twenty 
y4jRrs I Kave commanded you, I have ever been 
sati$$ed with your conduct, I have always found 
jrou on the road to glory.- The Allied Powcri^ 
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liave armed all Europe against me ; a part of tbe 
army has betrayed its duties^ and France has 
JH*«1 /t9 T^fiiv^ fRfer^^, Vfithj jgu a^cl tJbd 
6raire soldiers who have remained faithM to me, 
I could have mamtained a civil war for three 
years; but France has snffered much; thi? was 
very contrary to the end which I bad proposed to 
nysQlf ; |t v«f:. pir^fV \hf^i I )^1)| ^a^llfice my 
personal interests to her happiness, and this I 
Jiave done. 

^ Be feithfal to the sovereign which France 
has chosen ; do not abandon this dear^ and too 
Iofl^'»#rii^ qojWtiT- Mm»P ^ »y fctf«> * 
shgll t? ^ly^flflr:^ ^JSPPJ Vifhef. I Jiuqsv thftt you an 
B€^, J, 9q^^ l|f ve ijlled,: Wthfpg vfi^ ei^sf ec to, s»r 
l^Ujt J^ '^|{i^,l^v^aiyl^ ftitlpw.tlift puth of hoBOftr, I 
y^jJX liv^. tp WC9^d, th# d^ed^ vj^hich. we have pep^' 
^jy3ff(fl^ \'QWno\ ewijtafa^c^ you, ally hnt 1 mast 
e|fiJSif^C9 jDiji; cln^-rQqmii| gen^rai^'* and hc«5^ha 
^Vwcje^ Qfijfiml ]Pflit, ** Let. t]ba eagle be 
l^rought me/': ihpjf ^mbmcing the eagle he added^ 
*' Dear eagle;, i^ay my ki^wes peue^ai& to. ^ 
l|i^ast#, < *I| tl^wft kr^yit feljQWV-^mAdieB^ roy 
cj^M^e^-^^^Jf?^!! "jy. bra^e conttpinjoi^ ;-^onc« 
more surround n^/' T?h*» the e^f-inajQr^ alwaysr 
^PWVifid hy thg foqr <?«HU8ipsjWi»bw fdripeda 
W<;l^^''<>Wdhj», , 

' . ^K ^* .h^ ,?appf95ed i% S%l^ ^at iiist|e2|d;ot 
%,W^art;e;, tlijj? ha^-angii^ had be^n. m^e^ by > 
ipft^ftlt^9.lj«^d, w^lly ij^cu. tli^ ii^lifr mpijettlW 



ihe ckfef of hi^ *di<Iiel-s, who,- oveVpo^enA hf 
tinfflbfers, not bverthroWn by hU 6\^'q ma^ pro- 
fects, W^s taking a last farewell oi Ris ancieat 
^ompdttiohs ih drmS, iritli wiiom, for tWeotj^ years, 
he hud shared the toils of war^ and the laiifeU of 
tictdry;*— ih such a Supposition, an adieu like thiai 
^VooId bd truly iatfecting, because if wdiitd express 
genuine sentiments, We^ shrfuld see in it the trui? 
language of tbeh^^tf . — 6 lit, put in Ae place df ihia' 
Chief. 4 man tfrhd, iiflet hivihg Sacrificed miinoris 
of victiiiij to hi^ crtiel arftWtion, Ad riot khoy?* 
h6\t to die like st sdWier, as' on6 of oixr mafstials 
observfed;*-*-^ha, in th6 spdc^ df twenty* yeaiS'^ 
had renewed this d\d gu^fd t\fehty kirii«§,— \^o 
liot lorrg feitre^, ^battdon^d it t^hbltj^ itf the 
deserts df ftirssfrf,— thett tbitlk, that <fes nian 
addf^sse^i tbdni u$ if tibt a soiil hacf ^Ver perish'e^^ 
and we liiust a$&; Whaft ftie^nfing^ c^n M i^xed 
to the ftrst words ot the adieu ? i*Tiat* reasonal^l^' 
sdnse can stich words have, ofler^d to tft^e min^s 
of these bf live ni^n ? No, th^y feft af once itt ite 
fafshood of them. 

It would be superflfuous id multiply our re* 
Hearts upon fhis harangue, wliicK may be calledf 
a' ckef'd^ceuvre bf dissimulation, woftBy to 6e 
ranted v*4thr^U those which the same person nad 
pronounced upon the granrf theatre on wnich n# 
h*as betn overthrown by his impostures-, By His 
• xi_ ^ — : — • • ' ^ ..'V 

* Marshal Augereau, as vnW be aecn in tbe ae^ucl. 
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^dness ;•— worthy of him who after liaving long 
dazzled the world, 8till hoped to obtaia the voices 
of the small number of spectators aroand him,— ^ 
wEo put forth his l^t falsehoods opon his ksC 
threshold. ^ 

This scene concluded^ Buonaparte got intd 
iis carriage ; at that moment he could no longer 
command his feelings, but burst into tears. At 
his departure he asked for Constant, hJs first valet « 
de-chambre, but he was Ul, and could not accom^ 
Ifany him. A much more ancient servant, the 
celebrated Mameluke^ Roustan, had quitted hin^ 
•omte days before, detained, as he said, by his wife, 
who Refused to forsake her own country. 

The secession of this man has given. occasioii 
to very opposite opinions. Some consider it as 
an act of dfeep Ingratitude, others as the effect of 
indignatidn in the servant, at seeing his oaaster 
in 80 cowardly a manner survive his fall. Accord- 
ing to the first, Rous tan, after having promised 
Buonaparte tp accompany him to the Island of 
. £lba, asked him for money to enable him to settle 
tome aflUrs. He repaired to Paris, carrying with 
him a considerable snm, but was there detained by 
his wife, when he wrote a letter, tp excuse himself 
to Buonaparte. This version having got into 
general circulation, it gave occasion to the follow* 
ing reclamation on the part of Roustan, which 
was published in the Gazette of France for the 
29th of April • 



-t0 the islakd of elba. s^l 

*' Sir, 

*' Reports extremely injurious to me have 
feeen fbc some time in circulation. They evea ga, 
so far as to say that after having received a coast-*' 
derable 84201 of money from Buonaparte, myoias** 
t^r, 1 quitted him at Fontainebleau. I owe it to 
niyself to publish the truth, and disciripate niy$elf 
from an action which would not be that of an 
honest man, and of which I am therefore inca-^ 
pable. For sixteen years that I have been in the 
service of Buonaparte my conduct has been irrc 
proachable, and this ought to have been my safe* 
guaid against every injurious accusation. The 
trnth is that having cQnducted myself like a maa 
of honour on the day of Arcis'-sur-Aube, hayin|r 
fought bravely under the eye of my master, I re* 
ceived a gratuity from him as the reward of my 
good conduct ; but I declare solemnly that from 
the moment when his deposition came into question 
I never received the smallest bounty from him ;— ^I 
defy any one to disprove the truth of what I ad«- 
vance. As to any thing that may be sajd with re» 
gard to my not following him to the Island of Elba,. 
I owe no one the slightest satisfaction upon this 
subject. The Generals Count Bertrand and Count 
prouol are depositaries of the just motives which 
have retained me in the bosom of my family* , 

(Signed) '* Rocstan. " 
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The second version is this. Whtti the news 
of Boonaparte^s deposition was known, Roustao 
entered his mastef^d apartment, having a dagger, 
in his hand| and said to him : *' Sire^ 1 am come 
to execute your hsi orders. If what thear be irue^ 
you have hut one course to follow ;*'—at the same 
time he shewed the dagger. The Emperor thanked 
him for his mhI, bat urged many reasons to prove 
that this wonid be going too far. *' Sire, an- 
swered Roustan, " it is courage to do the act tJiat 
is fjtanting^'-^y^iih this he quitted him full of in* 
dignattdn, sayirrg that he doxild not have believed 
tlH that moment that he had for sixteen years 
been devoting himseff to the service of a coward. 

To retdrn to Buonaparte. He arrived at Mon- 
ttrgrs at font in the afternoon, preceded by a piqnet 
<rf cavalry. Tke foot-guards who were quartered 
iti this canton were nnder arras. They knew^ 
how to respect misfortnne, by obs^erviog a pro- 
fbnnd silence, by showing no marks either of 
approbation or reprobation. Buonaparte ' passed 
between the ranks of these brave men, affecting 
a trdnquil and composed air, saloting the persons 
who were at the windows both to the right and id 
the left, and who evinced much curiosfity to see 
him. Arrived at the Castle of Briare, where he 
•ifus to rest for the night, he ordered the Mayor 
to be isummoned, and had a long conversratlon 
With him. H^ said among other things that he 
Itiad been extremely deceived by the people about 
Idmi who did not suffer him to have any idea by 
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cy«n a hundredth part, of the misery prevailiDg 
^ Fraace, and that in learning it be was only 
aurprised that he had kept his station so long. 

Thursday n 3 UI.-^Bnonaparte arrived at Nt^ 
vers ; SQjooe detachoieotsi of hi$ gnard had preceded 
l^ini. The town was besides full of other troops^ 
and it contained more than two hundred pieceiii 
©f artillery. Napoleon enquired for the Prefecl, 
wbo wa;8 absent ; be then asked for the Mayov 
and the Chief of the Gendarmerie. These two 
fi^actlomiies not knowing what etiquette ought 
to be observed with regard to the Ex-eorperor, ad- 
4«€S3edtheif)3^1v€9 to thie Conrniissaciesiy wfa« said 
that Buonaparte was still a Sovereign^ althooght 
9\M Ipngie^s Spverei^n of Franee., Ota tht;^ a»we« 
they presented themselves before Napoleoiiu Ha 
^i^^x^^^d l^inseU' 6rst to the Mayo*, abklng whaift 
Mfk9^ the populi^tioiar of the town ?— Froco the a»swey 
ha received he tVmnd that it was exeeedinglj? diml-* 
indsbed. The M^iyor imputed thia dioanuti^in^ um 
Hm con(scrip^ion ; a. reason which couM net hsbv^ 
]BN9en vevy grateful to Buonaparte^ He pat aa^rai 
oth^c questions ; the officet of the gendaroaeiib 
eon^ned himselif to listening to then>, but h^arifigi 
.some noise, and even cries of Fiv^ CEmpertut in? 
tlfee street, he went to the window to see whence 
tltey caine. The Ex-eniperor asking what wasi^ 
thft matter, he answeied : ** It is mthing bui the' 
\mQbr 

Buonaparte then enquired of the offieer coaav 
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cerning Marshal Angereaa and his armyi particti* 
larly whither it had rftreated. The officer answered 
that it was in Danphin^. *' How,** answered Na-- 
poiemi, *^ it ought to have been at Monlins or at 
Clermont; here then I am again deceived/* — 
Taming once more to the Mayor he made many 
enqniries concerning the disposition of the people 
in that town. The Mayor answered that they Werd 
ike friends of the lawn. ** You are strange men/* 
answered Napoleon, as he conchided the con versa* 
tion. During this scene the foar Commissaries 
were present. 

Friday y 2SW. — Buonaparte arrived at Moulins 
about eleven in the morning. Although he was 
not expected his carriage was qnickly surrounded 
by a number of the populace, all wearing the white 
cockade. Salute the Emperor, said the cuirassiers 
who accompanied Napoleon. Some voices com* 
|Jied with the invitation, and cried : Five VEmpe- 
reur /— ** See there/* said the cuirassiers, '^ these 
people wear the white cockade, yet they cry Vive 
[Empereurh — "Are you not satisfied/' said one 
of the spectators : " well then : Five Louis Dix- 
hint.'* This scene passed while Buonaparte was 
only changing horses. 

Buonapane was to sleep at Uoanne. He was 
but three leagues from Pradines where was a re- 
ligions house of nuns established by Cardinal Fesch. 
The Cardinal was there at this moment, with his 
•ister the £x*emperor*ii mother. Informed that 
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Napoleon* was passing that waiy, the3r^Mlt' M; 
Jacqnemont, almoner of the honse^ an ancient 
JMonk of the Chastreox, to bim. It waa not 
vithoal much difScolty that he could get to se^ 
Buonaparte ; the latter heard with great iadiffe^ 
jpence the news brought him of his mother and hia 
uncle; he only observed th^t he thought they had 
already quitted the country, and asked whether 
thpj ii^t^qded taking the rpnte by Genoa, or that 
by Mount Cenis :--rhe then dismissed the Almonen 
The Mayor having come to hin^ at his request, he 
enquired whether the town had suffered much. 
f^ You ought tphave had,*' said he, '^six thousand 
inen of the army of Spain here. If I had only 
been betrayed fourteen times in the day I might 
still have been upon the throne/' He remained 
Qome time at thie gate of the inn contemplating the 
multitude, taking snuff at every moment, and ap* 
peering exceedingly abstracted* 

Satur^y. 23rd — ^After passing twelve hours 
at 'Roanne, Buonafjarte set off again this day 
about noon. {le stopped to sup at the post statioii 
<^f Latopf^ two leagues from Lyons ; he supped by 
]iimself and ^eeiuefl angry that the Commissaries 
Temamed so Ipn^ at table* He afterwards went 
cut; and proceeded forwards alone ; it was nine 
o'clock, but the night was very fine. The Minis- 
ter of Dardilly-Latour, M. Tillon, followed toob* 
aerye him, and walked on very fast, that he migbt 
M^ahiin, in tbe hope that inthircase hewoaii 
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^4k to hiiD« He wM not 4H«)^ittted : ^^ Tda 
w« a priest ?" said findiiaparte with a dtgoifted atr. 
— •* Y«, Sire, I am the Minister of Dafdilly/'-^ 
•*Has your parish lolfered much?"—-** Yes, ^\te, 
it has bees crashed with requisitions/*—** They 
are the inevitable coDsequences of wat .**-^Afiier« 
wards he said, looking up to the tieavBRS, '' Sir, 
I fb.ioerly knew the names of the stars weU, hut I 
havie forgotten them almost sill ; ean yon tell me 
what that is ?"— *' I never knew. Sire."— Here the 
f onversaaiofn ended« 

He passed throngh Lyom the same erenrag 
»t tan o'clock. The post horses Waked for him 
without the town, in the sahurb of La CruiQoti^; 
The Austrian troops which oceapied Lfoas having 
bad orders to* render to Hhe Ex^umperar the hmum^S 
Ale /e Asaranlr, bad femained tlM whole day vm4^ 
aam%. axpeetii^ himv tbovgh in^ vain, and ha^ re« 
turned to their quarters when hd passed. It W8U 
wot Imsvrm titf; the nest mormng that he had gone 
feiwaids* Ke had ordered that all the psttfpilettf 
pittfaUshed siatfe the irM of April should be ptsr* 
(dbaaedr for hia% ;. tlM.dliai^give& was^^ sd stri^, thaff 
tbrperMm who had the commissfoii At>t being ahi# 
«»r girt a com^bte sariei^ of thef Lyons J^mti, tt^ 
lyMtd; a aertifiscatir froo^ the boc^eller td& attest ibxi 
tMSXk^ ^he purchase, amontit^to ekveti htittdred 
fiimes^ Mckding'some hooka of i«ligiim> jMirticii^ 
hwly a beantifui bjble of Sacf^in thiyty'-two vo^ 
k»Mi» amk a hcshaU Thir donble ao^itfdis 
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VQukl at least luTe the' charm of novelty to liim« 
It 19 not without ditficnhy that any one cpaM form 
to liiiMelf the idea of Bnqnaparte occupied in the 
it«^y oi Rf hgion or of Nature, and seeking m two 
lio^des till then so absolutely closed to hkn, reme** 
^8 aguinM his fall, or the means of diverting hit 
mind firom the recollection of it. 

Sundii^, ]l4<A.~<Buonapartai arrived in tha 
morning at the .P^agenle^RQnssillon, a Kttlo town 
upon the banks of the Rhone, —here he stopped to 
lo^ef^kf^t A croud having assen^bled befor-e tlie 
Inn where he alighted, he went to the window and 
iMra^guod thena. *^ He declared that he emitted 
lh# throne without regret, since he could no (ooger 
^Qjifkt hippiness on France ;~-that to promote 
th? £^ieity.of the I^pk had always b#en the eh- 
ject ^ h^ Qiost ardeat wiUies ;-^that he had con* 
ffB^v^ gr^t pvoj^cta for eittaUSshing that felicity, 
)mt^ t^t the treachery of his eBenies had prevented 
t)M Qiiecmtiou of th^n.*' Thja scene, the absurdity 
«!: vihick even surpassed its impodience, produced 
WR}« eiect ; it wrought upon the feelings of tfap 
populace so much- that cries of Five tEihpereur I 
cetv^tfed the ears of the. f ugttWe hero^ Cruel con- 
MiMt» to. tbiascenowe)^ however in reserve for 
itms-Tthuti lett ua ii^t anticipate^ events. 

Buonapartis then summoned the mayor, and 
4]iiestioned him earnestly npou the spirit that pre- 
vailed in the dey^tw^utt. Xhi# ojfBoee bad now 
a Hue opportunity £o have told him that it was per« 



fecily exhausted with requisittoos to supply tlir 
frmy of. the Sooth, which was completely dei'^ 
fitate, ^aoiiaparte enqnired concerning the fat^ 
of this army, and whether Marshal Angereau and 
General Marchaad had fought well. He appeared 
in complete ignorance upon the subject, his com^ 
munication with thi» army havinjr been so ofteo 
Snierriipted during the campaign* and having been 
entirely cut off since the SQch of March, when 
I^y<^ns was taken. 

Marshal Augereau at this time (the taking of 
Lyons) retreated upon Valence, potting the river 
|s6re between him and the Austrian array ; the fine 
bridge over this river was burned through excess 
of caution hy General Pannetier.* The Marshal 
liad been a month at Valence when he was in* 
£>rmed, on Saturday, the 2Srd, of the approach. 
of Neppl^i). On Sunday, the 24th, he ordered 
t^e general ta be be^t at seven m the morning, and 
l^^ving assfmbUd bis troops upon the esplanade, 
lie had them transported to the other side of the 
Rhone* . This ^as a wise precaution ;-^it was one 
indeed which th^ ipirit of the troops rendered in*? 
d^en$ablr> ^nc« this body was as yet little en- 
lightened upon tbf passing events, .nor wore their 
ryes opened vi^ith regard to Napoleon. There wert 
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no troops remaining at Valence except a hnodred 
and fifty Austrian Ckassenr?, sent thitfier the even* 
ing before to protect the Ex^envperor's passage. 

These precautions takeiii Marshal Aogereau 
set ont from theoce about noon on &inday the 
24th, and repaired to the banks of the Isknk Aa 
the passage of this river had been interdicted from, 
the evening before^ a number of carriagesi cart8> 
knd travellers were assembled here, vi^aiting with 
impatience the moment when they should be al« 
lowed to cross; an impatience so much the greater 
from the drcumstance that there was nomcMU of 
shelter on that side of the river, they were 
all obliged to remain ont in the open air. Two 
places, little better than hovels, were the only 
shelter to be found, and of these one was occupied 
by the four commissaries, who had already crossed 
the river, the other was reserved for Buonaparte 
against he should arrive. This he did soon. Then 
it was that the celebrated interview between him 
and Marshal Augereau took place. '* You have 
betrayed me,'* said the ex^emperor aslwaooosted 
him ; '* I have yonr proclamation in my pocket.'* 
'' Sire,** said the Marshal, ^^ it is you who ha^ be* 
trayed France and the army, in sacrificing both to 
a mad ambition/'—** You are going to sewe new 
masters.*' — *' I am not resppnnble to you for my 
conduct."—** You have no souL'*— ** Go thy ways, 
it is thou that hast none,** answered the Maijihal 
indignantly, and with a tone thai termiiiat«d the 

sc 
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boinmiitio» Mi the IbtUtview^ w^hout allowing 
Biioiia|iiurt& the poatibiltty of a tepXy. 

Aeoordiag to anotlier accoont) the interview 
was not 80 short; nor did the conyersation term^ 
nata in a aianner so abrupt* On the contrary, it 
is affinnjed that the £x*eo>peror and the Marshal 
mmaihed ti^ether three quarters of an hour, 
widking from the IsM to Valence. This version 
adds, that finonafArte did not know of the Mu- 
shal^ proclimatibn till he reached Montelimart, 
whereit was put into his bands by a soldia*, who 
at Aa same tine denounced the author of it as a 
traitor.. The proclaniaticm ran as follows ; it as« 
Kwi^ly ineathes the spirit of a ^ood Frenchman. 

ProebMatkm of His Excdlkmsy M&rsh0l Augerem 
/o his Arm^. 

^^ SoiiniERSi 
'^ The senate, interpreters of the tiatip^al 
will, weai^y of die tyihmiical yoke . 6f Napoleon 
Buottaparte, pronomiced^ on die sdof Aprils. his 
dc^ition, and that of bis family*. A new, 
stronjg, and liberal monarchical eonstitntioir, and a 
descendant of our ancient kirigs, replace .'Buona- 
parte and his de^Kitism. Your ranks^ yqor ho- 
nours^ and your distinctions are secured to you. 
The Uigislative bddy, the grfeat Bignitarie^t the 
Marshals, the'Generals, and all the corps of the 
Grbnd Atiny, have given in their adherence to the 



ifeOT«ii6 of the ^tm/Uj and BiioftM(Miflk ^iMielf^ 
fay an aet, dated at FontainCbleaii the 14lk irf 
Aprils .has abdicated the timmeft af FVance anfl 
Ilalyiferthiingtif atidhisJieiri. 

^* fielditf 8, ,yoa are veliiasad ^rom ytmr oatlis : 
ypaare refaaied 4»y the nation, ifi whom resides thb 
SQwreignty ; yoa are «till more^ 'if that eoold'-be 
a<{waiary, by the aMicatioD <3f a man, who, itffe^ 
iMvaagrkonMilaled. miUioaa of victims to^his omit 
ai&bi|ii0n, 4id notiknow ham to die Ipke a^saMier. 
7^:AatiMi4all$»Lcxais X¥1II to tiie throtie ilnn 
a-JP^anehman, ifae ^will . be fnroad af yoat glorf , hB 
will vfith piade a^e hioMtAfjAitrrqanded by yaafr 
aMefs: )« diH»aati4apit of Henry IV, 4te «rtH haw Mi 
bcMurt, |i|B /arill Aoi^e llie aeldiera and the peoj^e. 

"" JUt Ha ihtu swm iddi^: ta I^it iKVipi» 
aod tbeCcoi^tUfitiein wbAoh.hefaesents to 99; l«fc 
os^iQtft the <^}onr tmly S'fan^h, loliiiehrwiH maltt 
every emU^m^af.a re^iHian^tno^ t4nmda«ad,odii«> 
aj^pear; ,aiiclyoi^WJU.»ooa find, iortheigmiitxide and 
Bif^^^if^^Qn-oi ifo\jki ^SLiiig; and yoar :Ciaaiitiy^ ilia 
JAst.if^iQot|)^Ma:<^;yaia(rinableftciai. 

(Signed) *^,AuG^»^4v;' 

<^ flead«4paBfter6 at Vialenee, 

Whatevar (imay.be-tlieirttth, with legafdt^ 
Ihf 4|fi^i;ent ver^oas of ti^ia etoiy, BapoafMiica 
IxmUnQ^ bis rAipto^wiilfe9Pt4t<opping at Valeaatf 

O A A ^ 
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he passed through it in his carriage, nor did any 
eircamstance occor worthy of remark. He arrived 
at MonidimaTt between six arid seven in the even- 
ii^* Having been preceded by several cbnriers, so 
ttiat his arrival was expected, a great crowd was 
collected abont the inn where be was to stop. 
Many persons had even entered the inn^ and 
ranged themselves npon the staircase which he "was 
to ascend ; but a still greater number remained 
without. . Napoleon descended from his carriage 
with a rapidity which very much disappointed the 
curiosity of the multitnde ; he was unable to prac-^ 
ttce the same rapidity when he got into the house, 
so much was he incommoded by the crowd. He 
passed through the lane made by them in the pas- 
sages, and upon the stair-case, with an air of con* 
fidenee, keeping his hat in his hand, saluting and 
smiling upon the gasers as he passed. He was 
followed by the Grand Marshal, Bertrand. 

No sooner was be arrived in his apartment, 
than he desired to speak with the sob-prefect. 
While he was waiting for him ^ he received some of 
the persons employed in collecting the imposts, 
and in the administration of the forests.' He in« 
quired of the Sieur Ragaut, sub-inspector of the 
forests, whether they had suflfered much, and what 
revenue they produced annually to the government. 
He put many other questions, iimklng inquiries of 
various persons concerning the disposition of the 
towu and the depurtmei^t ^-^whether the whits 
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eockade wa8 generally worn ♦ ; — ^what they thoa^t 
of him, &c. &c. At nine in the evening he d^ 
parted, accompanied hy some cries of Five FEm- 
pereurl from his adherents; but these were stifted, 
as m9ch as possible^ by cries on the other side of 
P^ive fe Roi/ . > . . 

This was the last consolation which Buona- 
parte experienced npon his route; Two hours 
after, in the little town of Donz^re, the scene be- 
gan to change. The inhabitantsi were celebrating 
a festival in honour of the restoration ; the streets 
were illuminated, they were dancing the farandoule, 
and joy reigned in every heart. In this intoxica-* 
tion the people crossed Napoleon's, carriage; to 
stop his progress, with cries of Fivetd le» Bour^ 
hons ! — Vive Louis XVIII! — Pawn with the ty- 
rant /'^^down with the butcher of our children ! 
It is said that Buonaparte, indignant at such treat- 
ment^ inquired the name of the commune^ and 

. took a memorandum of it. 

Monday^ 25th, — The English Conlmissary^ 
who preceded Buonaparte, arrived at Avignon at 
four o'clock in the morning. The .officer of the 

.gnard inquired whether Napoleon's escort was 
strong, and sufficient to repel a popular commo- 



* It waB not more than a week that the white cockade had 
been worn here at all, and the prefect had delayed proclaiming the 
Bourbona till the 171h; it was even ramoured tilat» in order to 
compel him to it at last. Marshal Auxereau threatened, if it 
ottdone immedialely, to tend hin a pri»oiierto Paris, 
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tjoo. The Comnuatary appealed utFemel^F af- 
fiicted at the feam which tho officer evifocec^, dud 
itqucsted him to exert all his authority iu protect- 
ii]\g the Ex- emperor as he passed tbrorgb the 
town, since his person was under the safeguard of 
the Allied Powers. 

Bapoapa^te's carriage arrived in two hours 
affcer ; bnt^ in consecyaence of the information sent, 
he did not go into die town; he only stopped at 
the end opposite to that where he wonld otherwise 
natnrally have stopped, llie post-horses had been 
conducted thither, and the some officeir who had 
spoken to the English Commissary attended there 
with his troop; He found the carriage surrounded 
l^ a crowdi which^ increasing by degrees, stemed 
on the verge of proceeding to violence. A mab 
had already got his hand upon the door of Bttona- 
parte's carriage, when a servant^ who wae sitting 
upon the seat in front, was about to draw his sword 
and defend his master. '^ Stop T* exclaimed the 
officer in hasten ** sth- not, for heaven'b sake !*' — 
and so sayings he removed the man from the oar- 
ri^ge. Buonaparte let down the front glaad hastlly^^ 
calliog three times to the servant t6 be quiets and 
then made a bow of acknowte^gment to the ci& 
ficer. In these movements the people had re- 
cognized Buonaparte^ and they seemed only the 
more incensed by it. At length the officer with 
his troop succeeded in disengaging the mheds ef 
thrci^riage froita the iuitdundhig mtfltltftdfe, «nd 
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qf^V^ei ^be pQiUlbns tQ Mft off at fuU gallop. 
JBffOffap^rte ba4 o«ly tim/B to siy^ *' I am much 
4|b]jgQd to yov/' It waa fajtupate for him that h^ 
ili4 not attempt to go thiCPQgh the tojirii of An^ 
noQ, The peoplfB oC the town, atii the.peasasta of 
tti^ ]iQig^|l9i»rbof)4i had a$aambled, to the aambiur 
9f twelve thoiMand persons, and it .WQuld' 4iaiir 
^mefi iinpiQ$(sible t(P pr^erve the Exfemperor from 
(be fury of this m^ltiUkdc. Unpfnlj, after having 
Nrailed tw/o 4ftya lor him in vain, they disperse^* 
j^t ^ tiqae when he aotaolly did pass, tfaay knew 
iii9(Ehing of the mattei*, and this ignorance was 
agaiii one of those fortunate eircomstances to 
"Virbsch he has so olten owed bis life* 

ptii& greater dakigers awaited him at Orgon. 
The moMiDr that lie was coining, having got abroad, 
ahe ifliAiibitants asaembied in c^wds to meet him, 

' iuueing at their head a citizen q^ the town by name 
Dtorfl, and ^dragging along a manikin made to 
nepiMent Buonaparte. iWh^n they got np to his 
carriage Ahey stopped it, and fixing ^eir figure ^o 
a iieee, tneated «tfae ^x-^mperor wkh the spectacle 
i)f hiniself bang and shot in effigy.' ' 

These Jesses were renewed in the town in a 
snudi more frightful manner. Bat we .wri4 give 
the account of them in the words of one who was- 

. An ociflaar witness of aU that^iassed, whose presence 
tiesides f^ ^tdiie teeoe, was' of itself a very reniark- 
§b\e circumstance :-«-«his was ^he Ahh€ Ferru^^ 
sMr^ry to Cardvtial GatirieHi. It is well-knowa 
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that this Cardinal passed several mooths in the 
dnngeom of La Force and Vincennes. At the be- 
ginning of the campaign of I&i4, he was set at li- 
berty, bat'was sent to Vigan a Utile town of theCe- 
rennes, where he was to be strictly watched. Here 
be was received in a manner trnly worthy of him ; 
the clergy and the faithfol, the brotherhoods with 
thetr banners went oiit to meet hrni amid the ringing 
of bells. Tiiis was matter of great scandal to the 
gendarmerie, who thought a like reception of their 
prisoner so very extraordinary, that they drew np 
a proce^'Verbal of the transaction. They might 
have recorded in the same manner the generooi 
and delicate hospitality which the illustrious exile 
experienced at one of the first houses in the place, 
that of M. Henry AJzon. Snfficient matter for 
a long proces^verbal might also have been found :in 
the marks of lively iotere^ shewn for him by the 
whole town^ in the attentions by which th^y en- 
deavoured to soften the rigours of his banishment 
during the whole time of its continuance ; that .is 
to say, to the moment of the general deliverance; 
It was then that the Cardinal after singing Te 
Deum for the restoration^ quitted Vigan to retura 
into Italy, carrying with him the regrets of the 
whole country. 

He arrived at Orgon pn the 34th: of April ia 
the evening, and Napoleon pass^ through in the 
morning of the 36th. The scene, therefore, the 
account *>f which is subjoined, passed directly be- 
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fore the Inn, under the very windows of the apart- 
ment in which Cardinal Gabrielli was lodged.— « 
Bat for this scene Napoleon was to have stopped 
and breakfasted there. 



''OrgoD,25tfa of April. 

*^ A 9cene of the most extraordinary and most 
unexpected nature Has passed here to day before 
my eyes. The Ex^emperor Napoleon arrived in- 
cognito at eight in the morning, with three car- 
riages, having been preceded by some other car- 
riages. The peo{)Ie, ever on the watch, assembled 
on all sides ; Napoleon intended to have breakfasted 
bere, it was impossible, he was .snrronnded with 
cries of Five le Roij down with the tyrant. His 
effigy was burnt in his presence, other figures were 
held up to him with mangled bosoms and dyed 
with blood. Some of the people climbed about his 
carriage holding up their fists at him and crying : 
Die Tyrant. Women armed with stones exclaim- 
ed : Give us back our Children^ — Tyrant cry Five 
le Roi. He complied and cried Vive le Roi, while 
some of his attendants resolutely refused it. 

** What scenes ! — what horrors !— what a 
mixture of joy, of pain !-— what a subject for re- 
flection !-^— This spectacle was reserved for me, it 
displeased me, it appeared to me little conformable 
with honour, with humanity, with religion. For 
my part, I would willingly have made my body a 
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i^nipfut to him. He is fiilleo, that •vg^ to wf- 
fice ; hia fall rendflts him h^nceforwari incapfthk 
^ iMher ilL— What a contrast to this scene was 
presented in the passage of the Pope and the Oar** 
dinal through the conntry I — At Saint Hypolite, 
at Q^ngpQi, tha people and the clergy flocked in 
cxQiW^ VQond thw» 5 the Ivethrwi wiih their ban- 
qer9» thre? or fqnr thousand womeo clptbffl m 
whit«, cfliQi^ to^ iK^^^t MS, singing hymns of pe^^d 
^ j<3iy] with 9i^tiQns of thanksgiving, asking the 
h^nedictiqp of bis Eumtn&f, Oh n^hat a ^ig^ I 
r*I c^nof^t thii^h 9f it withoqt being melted e?m 

Vn^onht^diy the mmwr in Y^bich thi« rqim^ 
(cr of f^liglon d^pr^^t#s the copchict of thf |iw? 
pie toiir«rd» N^poJeoni h»3 ip It sameibbij^g whjm^ 
|t|9 4np tp bear one of the vktimfi of tyranny, 
jbnit juft (sscapfid fi^om its fory, pity the £U;e of tht 
tygr{U)t, and it) that pity give us an iilea of tj^^ttito 
to wV^ch M i^ reduii^ed. ftat if we applau^^ sesktir 
jf^nt$ s^o ge^0faa^, wfi cannot .whoUf fiond^oQ 
thojie e:«>re$^iofls of tbf; pnbUq indignatidn, trbiob 
at length ftn^ing * free course, haire made *bf 
usurp^i- ^xpi^t? tb^ faUe praties his sncoosses and 
hi^ jfpy^er b^d i<V too long a tipiedntw^ iaxm ^ 
f^ic^pf dd|4^i9n« It was rigia^ l^t this trihiile 
of iAale4ictio;(ij9 should succeed to the long B^t 
^ .enlopuj^s which truth and jjistipe codd not 
hep^ withpHt iqdigiwiti^n^rrnit w^as jiwt Aat ^ 
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ty»a«t ahoalinot qtSt Ffaoce, 4cli«end frwn has 
yoke, Tfithont carrying witk him tiMtitwDiea of the 
sentinento vfaieh his long domkialkm httd sognv' 
<ed fteep^y in all hearts. ^ 

At sonw kaguea fiwa* Oi^ob, «*««*. wUh t«lv 
ror, and fearing, not without reason, new eUC^sjc*, 
ho had recoawe to the only waaws vAxifth lamained 
to hiip, that of diagnwng bimielC H^ l^i^wsd 
the di€»s of w Aiwitrian officer, and qnHlifig \>» 
cpriage, rode on before, %Nonipwiifd only kf <M» 
»ervai»t. In .thi» disgoifia, he tra»^lM »pv«fj|l. 
posts at foil speed, #nd wriyisd at )U C^Ms, fi 
place about two leagaaf frow Ain- J^ g*V* h«n|.- 
•elf out as w <Mc^ helopging to Np.pol»ps'8 
«scort, 0»A. ojMkred di»PW to b# pmpwr^d fiM^ the 
Ss-empesqr and bis tr»in ;•— the bwtff» aawef «i 
ilwt afei sliowld be v«ry sorry ta purpart » dw»«<i' 
ipr aupb a wonttrr. At the same tinw she over- 
powered tbe 9ffi<»r with quiBStioofl respac^ng Jfcw- 
Bapart«, and the hour vhw he might be ^jpected, 
not doabtiog, as 8fe» aaid, that ahe shouW we hfei 
flayed alive for all his nisdeedE «nd all th^ bWi^ 
db^t he had shed- T\» W>H arrJFliig a* tb«» w- 
«^, McognMytd Buowipiarte, and exelrfwied t ii^ 
w Me ^wperer /— Tl» po6r woman at t^s wHs 
rtaA^ to swoon with t&imt, and stammered ^t 
K»K>e cxenses fer what dae had eaid. 

While Buana^Mir^ posted 4Ui in this ^gvim, 
a courier, l^ xmao Vernet, hsd 4»teea his «^ » 
the carriage, where he listened tranquilly to all the 
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imprecations ottered against his master. At Lanr- 
besc, and at Saint Cannat, the people did not 
confine themselves to imprecations, they were ac- 
companied with stones thrown at the carriage so 
that the glasses of it were broke when it reached 
La Calade. 

When the commissaries arrived at the last- 
mentioned place they found the ex-emperor with 
his head reclined upon his two hands, and his face 
bathed with tears. He observed to them, that his 
life was certainly aimed at, that the mi stress, of 
the inn told him that the Emperor was detested as 
a wretch; and that he wonld only be embarked 
to be left at the bottom of the sea. Hie would 
neither eat or drink any thitig, how much soever 
he was solicited to it; and though he ought to 
have feh satisfied at peeing those at table with him 
eaty he would have nothing but bread and i^ater 
from his own carriage ; these he took with avidity. 

They waited for night to proceed ou the route; 
they were now only two leagues from A\x, aud 
the population of that town . being pretty conside- 
rable it wonld not be so easy to restrain the people 
there, as those of the villages, though even among 
them great dangers had been incurred. The com- 
missaries, therefore, little at their ease upon the 
subject, wrote to the constituted authorities at Aix, 
desiring them, considering what had passed at 
Avignon, at Orgon, at Lambese, at Saint Cannat> 
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^nd even at La Calade, to take all possible pre* 
cautions against a repetition of the. like disorders. 

In consequence of this request, the Mayor of 
Aix came out of the town at the head of a detach- 
ment of the national guard , one of the adjuncts 
made a detachment of the company of reserve 
take arms, and a second acljunct took the command 
of a party of troops of the line. The gates of 
the town were shut, and these different detach* 
ments were .posted without the walls. The sub* 
prefect taking with him the lieutenant of the 
gendarmerie, and six of the gendarmes, pro« 
ceeded on the road towards La Calade. The night 
was dark and the weather cold ; this double cir^ 
ctimstance protected Napoleon much better thaa 
the most powerfnl escort could have done* A strong 
mistral which blew^ and the darkness of the nighli 
prevented the people of the suburbs of Aix and of 
the neighbouring villages from assembling on the 
road to La Calade. 

At this latter place^ some personjs had, how-^ 
ever, collected round the inn attending the mo- 
ment of the ex-emperor's departures It had been 
hoped tbat, under the favour of the night, he 
would remain concealed from the eyes pf the 
curious, but many had provided themselves with 
dark lanterns w^ich they turned towards the dbject 
of their curiosity at the moment th^t he passed. 
Thus was his countenance frequently enlightened 
and snatched^ if I inay say so, from the darkness 
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IB fnhkli Ik loittgbttto oHMMi ^ fe«r by iMhidi 

in Ah ¥ray did ^BMttaparft quit im Ciiade 
alHMit ttaM fifit t^i0^f e at n^h*. A few i— ■ncwra 
fliH»*5 :b« HMM t&M tjr tiMeiBib-proftct with lk» 
gWMhiitntde. Tte mb-pftfiaiet ureift op to tbt 
fl»t4BHiviagei]i^ wkich <ifas Geoeial Sortmnd^'wHk 
one of the odatiniiaseri^. Tkasp gentlemeiif meiraiV 
entMMMed tMr inc^saiicm mt theiaiMMT in /wliip}i 
tliqrbid beea trmted in Ptoveime, <end tlwir fwrs 
fet tbe i«st nf their joiiitierf. Tb^ inquired 
woammtiy wbmthtr measures for ftbeir firoteotiw 
httdifaean taken at AiK» and hedged AheiiSQb9>pMtff^ 
mit 4d fptit tikem for « tiitNnent, ItiU Uiogr hU 
^*^d;ht»>diTbioD. To Ihistbesroliffnifectmadilgr 
anoeat^, mtd joHihig the tfoia tibsjir Mnt€A ^ 
tift gate! df Afx lul; tTw o'clock im.the .mMaiilg* 
AftorchaAgiiig horie«9 Baonaparto contawi^/hiB 
f0ttte:<pancld mider the waUs of tile toivii ^imiid 
repeated cries of Five le Roi^ iyiii6ki\rore'hewr4 
imv «h^ fiioiple who > had asaavbled in . orowis on 
the rampattl^ Thpse of the sabmlis followed 
him^vi^tb die same ac^ilaiMtiMs.; b«t i^\m mufral 
lihidi^^contiaitted to bkMir, and the daritncas 4if 
the itight, preHirvtd himfromaooreeenefisaoei- 
dbiiAs. Heroobt i?lued ;lns roate, without stefftog 
al4lii/»rtit Mh^,till he arriviad at the and of fdie 
d^ttilttiedt, at an inn «aUed lajChtmnds Pugire. 
■are ^ha aligM to ; breakliMt ; (it was eolyrifour 
e^dntfc in:>the lantniog^ iMit :the chagms he had 
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%x)»rieiicM by tin way evw Anae tin armml -kt 
Avjgiidn had ii)«d« tnb bcgleet taM^gtlw mhiiMi<- 
went of mhtoh he ttood in heed. 

The Sub^prefebusf Ah had hitherto liediaiacid 
to i^nthot whMKer BuoaMpMne urn wiib tht 
tttAioihftbridi, or ^»Mth«r he ir«s goti* on bef«M^ 
as they insioaated to him. Beiag mtm about <• 
netbtii bonne, Be imit to talrt kave <oif Gteneral 
l^rtKihd ; the ^(enl jrrasied hiM varaeXly towtk. 
tHyw|f>^tiy them itirtber, bat the dob^r^foet ini§^ 
HMt k wonld be ttf Wo tafte^lnce hs Ikad'nt^ Ab 
I^SAt Minority iityotid dhie lidrfts of hk ^dcj^rttnttofe. 
^ntfe ^A«rAl, fbrctld to yMd to tlife reltok, thin 
iprc/ptmd'ttt itftn, b4f<M(« hi6 CMk iAk Inite, tofn tap 
t«> t^e kfitmMftit of the cotaiibltoaiM, wheie iflte 
xiemUfnaby "w^tb at 'bhetAcfiMt He fottnA 'ibenumi 

^i'oi-; tte #as Sn l^e'etiMtAne which he hMl B»> 
iMActfed 6f «n Aihtri^b officer^ 4tlid'iMd >a ttftiqw 
•Hpbh Iirfe ilifka. "Stefjtg the Sbb-ftttfei^ >ki Ihe 
iliiA'abti^ Of an fidditor, lie -raid to hStit^ f^ ¥ite 
Woold 'i)<rt liiive Knovvti ihe Iti thfe 'CdttaiM'? 
^i^»i; '^'tleixi«a 'Otofoniftg to 4ie tfMMaflsaiMi) 
have made me assume.it, theyffeiiii^t it^/^a^tuutf 
fbt ftiy safety. I ttii^t ^hlkvie bttd <ktr«M»i« •# three 
thbnfHand mteh, 'but 1 'dec^Thed H, ^iktSirmig «• 
^tfUfifle lb ifie h(^bdi«imd'gbdd'«iiAit>f«he;FMMii 
ntctitki. N«r b«d I Vtty rMuMrtto 'Mgret tiaar 
AHiiie rrotn F<ili«iirtMM|tt toAvi|fkiMi> 
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that town hitfaer, I have been contiaaally insalted 
and incnrred the greatest daiigers. The Proven- 
caax have dishonoured themseivei ;. from the time 
that I have been in France 1 never had a good 
battalion from that country ; they can do nothing 
but talk. The Gascons are boasters it is true, hot 
4hey are brave/' 

At this remark one of the party, who was un- 
^kmbtedly a Gascon, drawing out the frill of his 
shirty said, with a complacent smile, ^[ That is de- 
lightful. Bnopaparte continuing to address him- 
sdf to the sub*prefeict» said, '* What is the prefect 
about ? M. Thibandcsan." '' He set off, at the first 
tidings of the changes which had taken place at 
•Paris/' "'And his wife?- '' She went before 
him/' ^* Are the octrois and the other imposts 
punctually paid ? Are there many English at Mar- 
Milks ?'* Here the sub-prefect related what had 
passed not long before in that port, and with what 
transports the English had been received there. 
BoonapartCf to whom this detail did not give very 
great pleasure, put an end to it by saying : '^ Tell 
your Proven9aux that the Emperor is exceedinglj 
^ssatisfied with them/' 

This conversation, carried on in a tone half- 
joking, half-serions, and in which the rest of the 
party sometimes joined^ would, perhapSi have been 
oontinued farther, but General Bertrand, address* 
sag. himself to the Ex^Lcmperor^ said, ** Permit roe 
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tb observe to your Maiesty, that it? is time to set off 
again." Buonaparte instantly rose ap, and throw- 
ing his napkin on the table, said, *^ / am ready^ 
Then turning to the sub-prefect \ ^* You will l6ave 
us your gendarmes," he said. ^* Most willingly/* 
General Bertrand upon this observed that theso 
gendarmes having been to meet the Emperor &t 
La Calade^ their horses must be fatigued^ The 
sub prefect added, that they had been aqgn^ented 
by the way, and had a brigade more. *' It is no 
matter," answered Napoleon, *Miorses can very 
well go eighteen or twenty leagues in a day. Saint 
Maximin is a town that contains two thousand in- 
habitants, we must avoid their cries — you wilU 
therefore, leave them with me, will you not?" 
The orders were given in consequence, and the 
whole party set off. 

No accident intervened from hence to the vil» 
lage of TotiTves, but between that place and Bri* 
gnolles they met a crowd of people who bad assem* 
bled from the neighbouring comnvunes, and a 
renewal of the. scene at Orgon was apprehended. 
Buonaparte's fear was so great that he could not 
even be inspired with conBdence by the presence 
of a detachment of two hundred men who waited 
for him on the road, and who evinced some marks 
of attachment to him. When arrived within a 
quarter of a league of the town he topped, eitl^er 
to give time for the troops, whom he had left be* 
hind, to come up or to wait jihe result of a confe- 

2D 
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teaoe between the mayor and ati Austrian officer^ 
which h»d for its object the loaiDtensAce of th« 
public traoquiility. 

But all these precaBtions eo»ld not prevent 
the people assembling in crowds opoo the road, 
where they scxmi formed a donbfe Hoe. Buona- 
parte passed through the midst of them, while tbey 
were utteriug the bitterest ifflprec4tioQSy iuterrupt* 
ed only by cries of Hve le Roi. The couriers, wha 
preceded him^ in passing tlirongh the town, circu* 
kted the report that he had taken the road by 
Anl)is, and had ariived, the evening before, at Lar 
Lac ; that there was osrly the foreign eommissaries 
in the carriages. Although dinner had been or- 
dered, Buonaparte would not stop; the carriage, 
accompanied by twelve gendaraaes, went through 
the town at full gallop. 

This passage rec'alled to the memory of every 
of»c the very different reception^ given to the Ifcly 
Father, on the seventh of February, preceding. He 
was received every where with the warmest ac^la-i 
msitioBS and prayers for his welfare. Whole eom-i 
munes pressed around his carriage, in spite of Co^ 
kmel Lagorse^ who endeavoui^ed to posh thetii 
away. AtBrignoIles thi^ mayor obtained peraiis« 
ai6n, not without some difficulty, to harangue the 
pontile bnt at Fiassenr the Colonel waa tnfleuble. 
In vain did the minister of the perish present him* 
self in his sacerdotU gar ments^ with ihectos^in 
his hand ; the carriage stiU went om Then tbe 
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inhtibitants, witboat any fear of being trampled 
under foot by the horsea, laid themfelves dovB m 
heaps upon the road, till the colo&ei wai obligsfid 
to yield ; the carriage windows wtr^ let iowtk aid 
}xU Holiness ga\*e them his blessing* 

Buonaparte arrived at La Ltic at foor o'idoel: 
in the afternoon; he did not stop in the viUagi^ 
but went on to a neighbouring chateau, in the roarf^ 
called Bouillidon, belonging to M. CktarleSi a 
member of the chamber of deputies* He was tXr 
pected at this chateau by his sister PaoiiiQai ^ 
Prinqess Borghese. She was here waiting to set 
the coDclusion of so many extraordinary eventf^ 
giving up her intended journey to the waters of 
Gr^oux^ where she was in the habit of going wtay 
year. Buonaparte's arrival at this place bad boaH 
preceded by that of a thousand men gf the; Austrsatt 
infantry, and five hundred of the cavalry. TJb# 
infantry and a part of the cavalry were gone for« 
wards to Saint Tropez, where they were to protect 
the Ex-emperor'^ embarkation. 

On arriving at Bouillidou^ Boonap^rte %bxA 
himself up in one of the apartments with his ais^ 
ter; sentinels were placed at all the doora^ with 
strict orders that no person should be admitted* 
The mistress of the house^ however, and two otfaet 
ladies, who were inxpre^sed with the Oftost eager 
curiosity to see the Emperor^ thought that ikm 
order could not foe extended to tbem, and smy 
eeejisd in jperraadling the seattnfl so; by ibim 

2D 3 
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iDMiis they got introdneed ftito^ a galleify wftic^ 
comamnfcated wrth the Emperot^'^a apartiiient; 
Ihere they fband a person in the miiforiii of an 
.Autriai^ offieer^'who accosted titem.— " Whom 
do you sieek, ladies ?*''-^** Wc wish to see Napor- 
lean?."—** I am that person." They seeing him iu 
M foreigti costume^ said, " You joke, sir, yoo arfc 
iiot Napoleon/'-^* M assure you, ladies, I stm. 
You peirhalps expeeted lev see Napoleon* with a mort 
evil and nmlignant contftenance** They jhen en- 
tered freely iota conTersatiom Buonaparte saidi 
^ Am I not at present called a rascal, a robber ?"" 
The faidies did not deny the' troth of the con* 
jectnre, and Buonaparte, not eagqr to' press them 
upon that point, turned the conversation- to indi^ 
ferenf subjects, askin]^ several questions relative to 
tile master of die chateau and his family, who were 
ItQOWD to him : yiet always occupied with his first 
idea, he returned fo^ it suddenly. ** Confess, la- 
dies," he said, " now that fortune is adverse lo 
me, ^* do they not say that 1 am a rascal, a wretch, 
SI robber ? But do you know the true ^Vdte of the 
ease ? I ^vrished to raise Frairce above EnglanJ 
and I hav^ faffed in the attempt.** ^ -— — -— 
As he fimished these w^ords^, a noise was heard, 
•ccasiooed. by other persona, who wanted to in- 
trude themselves. Napoleon, then qoittitig the- 
ladies, with whom he had conversed hatf » quar^ 
ter of an hour, hastily returned into his sisterV 
apartnient; TUs pritieesfs^ passed the eveptug witk 
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bim, yfiarti^g frpni bim at eight o'clock tomakor 
rpora for his saite. Hitherto the French govern- 
xnent had iKCOiained. in ignorance of the Ex-empe* 
f or's remoYaJ ;. the care of it had been confided 
by the .allied ppw^rs entirely to their four com* 
missariea. 

We come now to the cktaiJa rdatiFe to the 
i^mbaiJkation.. By the sixteenth article. of the treaty 
/conclodtd between Buonaparte and the allied 
powers, it was stippl^t^cl, thai '' a corvette should 
b^ pi:ovidedy with the other vessels i;ieeessary for 
trauspqrting his I^QJesty the Empeixir Napoleoia 
aifid his suite to £lba ; and the coTv«tte should 
belong in absolnte property to the Emperor/*-^ 
Orders had been given for the execution of this 
a^rtijcle; they were tratisqiitted by a courier ex- 
jtraordioary^ who arrived at Toulon on the 24lli 
of Apml. He was the bearer of dispatches both 
for the minister of the marine aad the maritime 
prefect. 

ipji the narrow, the 2Sth^ a. frigate^ the 
Dryad, and the brig Inconstant, sailed from Tou* 
lou. The cominajod of these ^s^ssels was giYen to 
the Count de MoDtcabri^ aQd the Viscount de 
Charrier*Moissard, and it .was known that they 
had on board an ^tat^major, and a crew of select 
meo^ From these circumstances, no. doubt was 
enterJ:ained of St. Tropez being the place of thdr 
destination, and that they were, according to the 
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nmmif in dreulation, to carry the Emperdr Na< 
pdton from thence to the island of Elba. In 
elect, they arrived at St. Tropes the next day, tlie 
fb'th, and found there a party of Anstrian troops, 
whieh were to form the Emperor's escort. Bot 
the Emperor himself was expected in vain, aod 
#n the 97 th, in the morning, inteltigence was 
Vf^ntght^ that the roads being very bad, the car^ 
tiagtt had proceeded to FVejus, where the troops 
ind vessels were desired to meet them. The 
hearers of this intelligence were M. Roolvaloff, 
aide*de-camp to the Connt de SchnvaloflP, and M. 
4e Clam, aide-de-camp to Prince Schwartaenberg, 
They came successively to St. Tropez, and went on 
bowd the Dryad frigate. 

A short time before the arrival of these offi« 
difi, att £i»glish frigate^ carrying a flag of tmce; 
piissed by the port. From an oftcer who went on 
board this frigate, it was known to be the l/ft* 
daunted, commanded by Captain Usher ; that it 
came from Marseilles, and was going to Frejjus^ 
according to the orders of Col. Camjpbell. 

The Dryad did not delay a moment procf^d* 
ingto Frejos, havihg on board the two aides-de- 
apinp tbof e mentioned. On entering St* RapheaUi 
tha port to Freju, she foond the English frigate 
•lieady at anchor there, and preparing to take on 
kMrd the baggage of the Kx-emperor NapolfSQ* 
The Connt de Moi\tcabri^ immediately, repajifcd to 



fTe]«, where lie saw the GraiiH Menhal Bei^rand^ 
4ind imparted to fahn his missioo* He aftervardi 
Mw Kupoleon> himeelf open th^ same business. 
Ditferent acrounts faave been earodlatcd of what 
passed at the^e two interviews^ aod of the result of 
shein« 

Some say that NapoleoQ beiDg igaoraoti of 
affecting igooraQcey that he was to he conveyed in 
a French i^esseU had nude liis. arrangements fiit 
going in the English frigate, hefone he saw the 
Count die Montoabri^, and that k was Aen out of 
his power to recal what he had done. According 
to others, no chcMCc npoa the subject was girea t^ 
Napoleon ; the afiatter was arranged bf the com* 
missaiies. By others the addition is made^ that 
Napoleon, whether engaged by liis own choice, 
4or that of the commissaries, to go Itimself in the 
Undaunted, proposed to M. de Mootcabri£ to 
accompany them with his frigirte; bat this cpm^ 
mander having been charged singly with conduct-* 
ing him, did not think himself authorised to share 
ithe mission^ particularly as fae was only to take a 
soft of secondary part, which would have wndered 
the French flag in some eort aobordinate Uk the 
£ngli!ih ; and to this the ^rtstch commander eould 
not possibly coilsent. 

Be all this ae It may, k is certain that M. de 
Montrabri^, after his interviews widi Buonaparte 
^nd tbeGr^ Marslial Bertrand, hastened to re^ 
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turn to Toolmi, where be arrived agaiir on ihi 
9^h. From thence he prdceeded to PariS) and 
reached that capital on the 5th of May. It npi 
pears as if bis conduct was approved by the gqr 
'Temment, since he was charged with ^ new mission 
to the island of Elba^ that of accoropapying the 
Inconstant thither tp bring back the garrison. 

But let us return to Buoiiaparte, wbqm w(5 
left at Bouillidon. He set. out frpm thence on the 
37 tb, early in the morning, land arrived in gQo4 
time at Frgus. The prefect of the Var, M. Leroi^ 
came to see. him: he was accosted with the re- 
prcttch — ^'^ Is this the lev^e^e^-tnas^e that you anr 
nounced tq mo?** It is said that the mayor tol4 
him, ,t bat his twp gieatest enemies were the conr 
scription and thie miHd duties. It is farther said^ 
that Napoleon haying asked how the people of 
Frejtiji were disposed, the mayqf answered, that 
they wdre favourable to him, and that he bA4 
DOthing to fear- " Yes,-' said Buopapartp, f I 
have beeu ^ati^fied with my n^f^eptiqu, hut tbi$ 
sight/' . The mayor repeated the a^surapges which 
be bl^ giyen hiln. Buqn^p^^rte then said, '^ I am 
#orry that Frejos is in Proven<:c, and that I hay^ 
pever dope^ny thing for you^ Uit^ I Jw^ilj^ 
in some months I may be ; ablp tp reps^ir t))^ 
.^pn^tesion.-' : * '^ f-^- ^ 7 ^^'^ 

When he was alone in his chamber, he walkfid 
i^hoplt hastily, going at ipt^rv^s to t|)e \yiudow \Si 
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lopk at the fjplgates as they arrived in the road 
pf^^rejus. He never went to the window that 
looked to the high street* 

In the morning, of the twenty-eighth, the 
ivhole train prepared for their departure to Saint 
llapheau. Some of the commissaries^, and a party 
pf huisara took the lead. The effects were em- 
jbarke.dy but Buonaparte did not arrive. At nine 
p'clock, tidings were brought that he was ill with 
^n. indigestion from eating lobsters. Whether this 
indigestion was real, or feigned,* it had the effect 
of delaying the embarkation^ which did not take 
place. till eleven at night. At the moment of his 
.coming on board, the Russian commissary said : 
V j4dieu Coesar and fortune'* The English 
£red a salute of one-and-twenty guns, contrary 
;to their usual custom* Let us now awhile leave 
him peaceably to pursi^e his course towards his 
jiew empire, while we give a sketch of the disposi* 
tiofi of. the people there, and of the events which 
had taken place from the twentieth of ^ priL 

On the twenty-first of April, the garrison 
of Porto Longono, composed chiefly of Italians^ 
revolted. After breaking one of the arms of the 



• Six thoowDdmenof the army of Italy were on their mardi. 
.Thfy had paased fourteen placea of halting that they might arrive 
the sooner . Perhaps Buonaparte hoped that some movement might 
i)c iT.adein his favour, and wished to delay the embarkatioo M 
long as possible. 
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commandanty and killing or woondiag tevtnl 
dher of the officers, they dkeeted their course to 
Rio, yfhtvc they eoibarked for the Continent. The 
next day, the twenty second, in tl^ fear lest some* 
thing of the same kind .should happen at Porto 
Ferrajo, the troops were asseaiUed. They were 
required either to remain faithful to the French 
itovernment, or to return to their own homes^ The 
greater pgrt of them being Italians, preferred the 
latter Alternative^ and they were accordingly seat 
io Piombino. 

On the twenty 'Seventh, there was an insor* 
rection at Porto Ferrajo^ occasioned by soaae of 
the inhabitants who wanted to give the Island up 
jto the English. These latter, availing the^selvei 
of the circumstance^ sf nC a flag of truce to sam« 
suon General Dalesme, commandant of the Island, 
iQ sviraiidcr the i^ace, urging the fall of N«poleoa 
j^ the reason for his so doing; sending in the 
journals to attest the trath of hie fall. The 
conncil of war answered, that they were going te 
disFAteh a French officer to Paris to proenre in- 
fonoatioQ concerning what had passed, and in* 
txeatcd the. £nglish commander, Montresor, to 
^ive him a safe-conduct. This the commander 
refused to grants and renewed his summons. Great 
ttmrmnriogs were occasioned in the Island by 
tWs event ; the inhabitants of Porto Ferrajo were 
only restrained by the cannon of the forts^ which 
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vcre ill possessiofi of the French. But the dis« 
cootents broke oat in the viUage$» parUculnrly at 
Marciaoft, where Napoleou was barnt in effigy. 

On the twenty^eigfath of April, at nine iothi 
.mprning, an English flag of truce arrived at Porto 
Ferrajo, bringing an aide-de-caop of the minister 
at war; who was the bearer of dis|ratches to bis 
£xceliency General Dalesme. Ihese dispatches 
anaounced the fall of Napoleon, and his fntara 
residence ,at the Island of Elba. Such news ex« 
ciced the greater astonishment in the General^ 
inasmuch as he had not received any of two 
months. Napoleon was then triumphant, and it 
appeared scarcely possible that so great a revolu^ 
tfon shoold have been effected in so short a time^ 
The bearer of the news was, besides^ not known 
to any one belonging to the garrison. To all thes* 
motives for doubting the troth of the relation was 
joined another, th^t was the repeated attempt* 
which had been made by the English to get posr 
•eaaiDn of the Island. 

The distrust of the geiiersd was only increased 
and his doubts were almost changed into certainties^ 
^ben a quarter of an hoar after the arrival of the 
aido'de^carop, and during his conversation with 
tlifi general, a second flag of truce qame with ft 
fresh summons to surrender the place. This being 
communicated hy the general to the^aide-de-tcampy 
the latter did. not know to what a demand of thia 
))atore waa to be attributed, and intreated the 
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£Dg]Uh captain to land alone, tfaat be migbt er* 
|>)ain the matter. The general covi^ented ; and a 
person was sent to invite the captain on shore. 
When he came into tlie town, the people, who 
were still ignorant of what had passed in France, 
and who persuaded themselves that this officer 
came to take possession of the island in the name 
of his Britamc Majesty, leceivied him with acclar 
inations whieh testified the desire they liad tp pass 
under the dominion of £ngland. 

The general having communicated to the 
£uglisb captain the dispatches of the French aide** 
de-campt the captain answered that he had been 
informed of the news two da^ys befoi-e, hot that the 
commandant Montnesor, to wJiom dpubtless it.ivas 
not known, had charged him when, he, quitted 
Leghorn, to go to the island of Corsica, with the 
mission which ha had now execnted. file said, 
bowerer, that he wouid go and seek infprmatio^i 
Telative to the state of things. He afterwards de* 
sired permission for himself and the other vessels 
thct were cruizing to come into poit and salute the 
new flag. This the general refased, observing that 
snchastep might occasion a commotion among 
liie people, whom he had great difficulty to restrain. 
The eaptaio'then withdrew, and depaited, in a few 
minntes after, with the aidp^dc'-camp. 

By noon the English vessel was no longer in 
ftight, and discharges of artillery annonnced tht 
r«rturn of the Boorl;ions* Some of the peasants*, 
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liowever, attached to their ancieat sovereign, cried 
oot in favoQt of Fef clinand. Many others assdrtfi^ed 
the black cockade, the soldiers were disposed to 
abandon their stsmdards, appearances of a disposition 
tcf* revolt were manifested alt over the town. The 
general then ordered the gates to be shut, placing 
about them four pieces of artilfery, fotar and twenty 
pounders, loaded with case shot. He summoned 
the National Guard to patrole the town and arrest 
all who shewed a disposition to be turbulent ; the 
guarding the forts was conBded to the French, to 
whom orders were given to fire upon any assem- 
blages of the people. By these dispositions whicli 
intimrdated the mnfinous, order and tranquility 
were maintained. The neighboiiring villages con- 
fined themselves some to hoisting the Englibh flag, 
others that of their ancient sovereign. 

Sncb was the state of things when on the S J 
of May, at five in the evenhig, an English frigate^ 
the Undauntedy was seen to moor at a quarter of a 
leagne from the town. In a lew minutes a boat 
was dispatched from it, which came to the Office 
of Health requesting admission into the town. — 
Having obtained it, the Grand Marshal Bertrand* 
General Drouot, a Russian General, an Austrian 
General, a Colonel of the Lancers of the Guard, 
an English Colonel, and two foragers of the pa- 
lace landed, and waited on General Dalesme to 
inform him of the arrival of the Ex-emperor Na- 
poleon^ and to take possessioa'of the Island in his 
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name. ' This^ General Bertrand proceeded to do 
immediately, putting the 8eal& opon tbe pul)Uc 
chests. 

General Dalesme immediately brdered the gar* 
rison undfer arms, and went accompanied by all 
the anthorities of the town» on board. the English 
frigate. The Ex*emperor could ill disguise his 
mortification at so pitiful a deputation. After 
putting some questions relative to the island and 
its inhabitants, he dismissed them, ordering that 
all the Mayors and Ministers of the neighbonring 
villages should be immediately convened. The 
inhabitants of Porto Ferrajo assembled upon the 
port to attend the debarkation of their new sove- 
reign ; but at eleven o'clock at night, after having 
lufled for some time about thd island, Napoleon 
ordered notice to be given to General Dalesme^ 
that the ceremony of his reception should be de- 
ferred till the next day at two in the afternoon.-^ 
The foreign commissioners and the French officers 
in the meantime passed a part of the night, and 
the next morning, in walking about the town, vi: 
siting all the public places, and eindeavouring to 
learn the temper of the inhabitants. 

On Wednesday the 4th at noon, the troops were 
all under arms, and the authorities went down to the 
port. At three o'clock the emperor's debarkation 
was announced by a discharge of twenty-one guns 
from the frigate, which were answered by a like 
number from the forts. 1 he Ex-emperor was then 
teen coming in a boat^ dressed in a blue great coat 
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which he wore over a coat embroidered with silver, 
•n which was some particalar decoration also of ' 
silver* He wore a rcmod hat with a cockade 

HI It. 

Immediately on coming on shore^ he received 
the keys of the town fiom the hands of the Com* 
mandant, aod was addressed by the Sab^'prefeet^ 
He afterwards placed himself under a caoopy which 
wta brought for the purpose,*^ and proceeded oi» 
foot to the parish church. His conntenaiiie was 
atngtrlarly gloomy, W» eyes were fixed alternately 
upon all the people by whom he was surroundetU 
M if seeking to diviiie their sentiments, and making 
useless efforts to hide the dislmst and fear by 
which he was agitated; nor did the a«ckmationt 
he received, appear to inspire him with any coif 
iidence« When he arrived at the chureh a TV 
Deum was aung, during which he appeared ex« 
tremely afiected, even shedding tears as be raised 
bis eyes to heaven. 

What were the sentiments with which he was 
aigitated at this moment, or from what source hii» 
tears might flow, we will not pretend to my^ 
fiut the enemy of religion, tbns overconie in the 
, very palace where, not long before, he had retained 
captive the- vicar of Jesus Christ, whom he had 
dared to strike with his impious hands,— ^-this man, 
•bedding tears in the dburch of Porto Perrajo, and 
turning his gloomy eyes towards heaven, from 
whence issued the blow by which he was struck^ 



\ 
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K^tccbIs forcibly to the mind the end of one of the 
most celebrated persecutors of Chris tmnity, Julian 

^the Apostate. He, wheo struck with the mortkl 
stroke in the Persian war^ filled kis hand witli 

• bloody and throwing it up in the air, said : *^ Gali- 
. lean, Ihou hast conquered.'* Napoleon^ a greater 
- dissembler than Julian, to whom we would other- 
wise by no means compare him, did not indeed re*' 

^ peat the same words ; but was not the same senti* 
nent expressed by his silence, by bis tears of con«^ 
centrated rage, by his looks directed towards 

• Leaven? 

This ceremony concluded, the Emperor di^ 
rected his steps, with extreme haste, almost run- 
ning, to the mayoralty, where apartments were 
prepared for him. He was followed by a. great 
number of people, who were permitted to enter 
with him. He began to put questions to those 
around hiiriji and seemed to recover someit^hat from 
^his agitation. Nature soon resuming her rights^ 
he began to reproach the mayor of Marciava-npon 
his effigy having been burnt there, and i^pon thef 
inhabitants having hoisted the English flag. Hef 
exhorted the mayor to preserve order in his coin- 
n^nne, and charged him to assure the admioistTa-» 
tors that the liberty of the seas would sootr affi>rd 
them the means of repairing their losses. The 
ministers were exhorted to preach concord ambtig^ 
their parishioners, and the chiefs of the different 
corps were recommended to preserve a strict disci* 



pline. After this artdienct, ht itiortnt^ bis bof^, 
And rode aboat the tsklnd for «oriie time, rtOtVlttl- 
standing that the wind and raiti rendered the tl^ 
very disagreeable. 

The same day, his taking pois&««itri of tWfc 
Island ivaii attested in thfe following pM^^ 
verbal: 

•« This day, May 4th„ I«I4, hi» Majfesty thi 
Emperor Napokon haviftg taken posde^^io^i of thi 
island of Elba, General Drouot, goverhdr df flb^ 
island, had the flag of the Island, a wtite grdiiftd^, 
cro$s€fd dlaigdrially i;^ith a stripe of red, dn i*fefch 
dfe three bites embroidered With gold, KoistiSd nfhA 
the forts. Thi^ flag has been sfaktdd by the batle- 
Hes^fromliiflf forti^ npon the coast, by th6 EftgUsfii 
frigate ihe Undaiinted, attd by thfe :§'rench ieiikls 
of war in the port. In witness whSfeof, w<J, the 
Commissaties of the AHied Powers, have signed 
tht present phcks-verhai, w^fli GenerSl DtouoI; 
governor of the is]an(^, and Genei^al Paleiiiii^t 
commandant in chief of thcf hiand. 

** Done at Porto Fen a^o, ... 

May 4, l8i4." ' . • 

At the same time Greneral Dalesnie !^issned' toe 
ibUowiiig proclamation : . 

« Inhabitants W the island of Elba,— Tlie vi* 
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ciasitttdBt of haroan life have cooducted nmoftg 
'yML tbe Emperor NapoleoOy* aud his o%vn choice 
gives him to yoa as a ' sovereign* Before he en- 
tered your walls, yonr augost and new monarch ad^ 
dffssed to mc the following woixls, which I hasten 
to impart to.yoo^ as the pledge of yoiir future 
happiness. 

^ * General, I have sacrificed my rights to 
' the interims ts t>f my coutitry, reserving to myself 
^ the sovereignty and property of the island ef 
^ Elba, to which all the Allied Powers liave con- 

* sented^ Please to make known to tbe inhabi* 

* tants the new state of things, and the choice 

* which I have made of this island as my place of 
f lesideoce, in consideration of the mildness of 
:^ their manners and their climate. Tell them that 

* they willbe always the objects of my most 
.' anxipus Eolicitnde.' 

*' Inhabitants of the island of Elba^ these 
words want no commentary, they pronounce 
your fate. The emperor has jnc^d you rightly. 
I owe you this justice, and 1 fieeiy render it to 
yon. 

'^ Inhabitants of Elba, I shall quit yon shortly; 
it will be painfuf to me to be separated from you, 
for I love yon sincerely ; but the idea of yonr hap« 
piness will soften the bitteirness of our parting. 
Wherever I am, I shall always be near to this 
island in the recollection of the virtues of its in* 
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habitants, and in the vows I: shail incessantly c^r 
for their welfare. 

'' The General of Brigade, Dalesme.'* 

Is. "• ' 

?' Given at Porto Ferrajo, , . . 

May 4, I8I4;' 

Two days after the date of this piece^ another 
wa^ published, infinitely more curious. This was 
the Mandate of the Vicar-general of the island, 
Joseph Philip Arrighi,, the relation of Buonaparte. 
It ran as follows: 



MANDATE. 

'^ JosEHH Philip Arbighi, Honorary Canon of , 
the Cathedral Church &/ Pisa, and of the 
Metropolitan Church 0/ Florence, Sfc. Vicar 
General^ under the Bishop o/'Ajaccio, of the 
Island of Elba, and the Principality of 
PioMBiNO. To cur well-belaved.in the Lordy 
our brethren composing the clergy, and to all 
the faithful inhabitants of the island^ health 
afid blessing* 

** Divine Providence, who 'in his benevolence 
disposes irresistibly of things, and assigns to nations 
their destinies, has pleased that in the midst of 
the political changes of £nrope^ we dtoold be» 
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eome in ftrtura th« solgeGts of Napok^eok tB# 
Great. 

*^ The Island of Elba, already celebrated for 
its natoral productions,' nyiU beliceforth becomef 
illastrious in the history of naf iotis, by the hoaiagsr 
it will render iv it3 new prince^ whose glory i» 
imroortaU The.Island of Elba takes, in effect^ a 
rank amoxig nations, and its little territor}* is en« 
nobled by the. name of its sovereign. Raised by 
an honour thus sublime, she receives into her 
bosom the anointed of the Lord^ and the other 
distinguished person^ who accompany him. 

•' When his Imperial and Royal Majesty 
aift4e choiee of this island as his place of retreat, 
^ .d«Lii(hiiiced t0 the univer^ how great was his 
jtrefeience for it What riches, are about to flow 
into your country ! — What multitudes will flock to 
it on all sides, to contemplate a Hero. 

^'l^e (itit day that he set. foot cm these 
diosee, he annotmced omr fate and our happiness. 
* / will he a godfather to you^^ be said^. * be 
you to me dear children* What words of tender- 
ness ! what expressions of benevolence : what a 
^ed^ of our future happiness I — Let these words 
l)e ever cherished in your neeollections^ let them 
l)e t|xf cliar^. of yourtl\ought;s; imprinted deeply 
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in yofrr sonls, you shnll ever find in tberti flin inc** 
haustible source of consolation. Let fathers rtfpfeat 
them to their children, let tlie remembrance of 
words whicli assure so much glory and prosperity 
to the island of Elba, be perpetoated from genera* 
tion to generation* 

*^ Happy inhabitants of. Porto Ferrs^, it k 
within your walls that the sacred person of his 
Imperial and Royal Majesty will reside. Renowned 
of old for the mildness of your character, and for 
ihe affection yon have borne your princes, Napo- 
kon the Great will reside among you : never for* 
get the favourable opinion he has co^ceiv^d of his 
new subjects. 

"And you, brethren, the faithful in Jesus 
Christ, conform yourselves to your destiny : Nan 
Mint sckismata inter vos^ pacem habett^ et Deus 
pacts et dilectionis erit vobiscum. liC.t fidelity, let 
gratitude, let submission reign in your faeafts ; be 
all united in respectful love towards your ptindes 
who is rather your good father than your s6ve- 
reign; celebrate with a holy joy .the goodness of 
ithe Lord, who has reserved this happy event to you 
from all eternity. 

^' We order, in consequence, that on Sunday 
niorning next a solemn Te Deum be sung in all 
the churches, in thanksgiving to the Almighty for 
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tbe favour he bits granted 09 in the abondaoce of 
his mercy/' 

(Signed 4&k|^hI| yicar-general. 

Francesco Angioletti, Secretary. 

Given at the Episcopal Palace of the islan^ 
offlba^MayG, 1814. 



BUONAPARTE 



AT XILBA. 



BUONAPARTE 



x^ 



THE ISLAND OF ELBA.* 



On tbe 5th of May^ Napoleon went ont on foot nj^ 
five in the morning, to visit all the public esta^ 
blishments. He retnrned at nine, af^er Jiaving 
i)yerpowered every one whom he met ^^i](^,^Q^ 
iions; and harassed those who' aeeompanied ^im 
with fatigue. He directed many changes to bfl 
made ; he would have wished that the barracks of 
St. Francis could be metamorphosed in a niQmeiit 
into an Imperial palace for his re$ideqce. Jt ww 
i6bserve4 to him, however, that thp island did laot 
dffer resources sufficient for satisfying his wiiliev 
60 instantaneously. He paid part^cul^r attentiQH 
to the salt-works, which occasion the t^d All 
breathed in the country; they ^$ sp nqxipus^ 



^ ^ Tbi« ifliuid, fititsted off th« coait of ToMtliy^ it twenty-six 
leagues in circumference $ i^ pppulatii^B |f eiti|iM||r4 i^ tvelM 
thousand sanls ; it contains two towns, Porto f emuo fuid Portf 
iMlBfo&o,,l»itti vanfTiHi^es and hamlets. 
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tliat po one can sleep near them without matching a 
fever. He gave orders for converting the pre- 
iDises into a vast kzaisetta ^ 

The next day, the 6th, he set ont very early 
in the morning, accompanied hy General Bertrand^ 
the Anstrian and Russian commissaries, the colonel 
of the lai^^ra, and an EInglish colonel, ta visit the 
inipef at Rio. When arrived there, he examined 
jpvery thing with very^great attention, proposed 
•everal improvements, and paid a warm tribute of 
commendation to the chief of the works. At teji). 
o'clod^ h£ went to thp house: of M. Pons, the 
director of the mines, to breakfast. While he was 
wafting for the table to hp spread, he walked 
about the room with hasty steps, appearing ab« 
aorbed in reflection ; at length, starting on a $q4* 
den ^ fr^m Ws reverie, he said with much warmth 
to the Anstrian General— ^' If I had not j^en 
deceived hy that scoundrel De ..... I should have 
arrived at Paris two hours before you— I should 
liave raised all the people iti the suburbs— I should 
have attacked you, should have crushed^ yon, and 
driven ydii beyond the Vistula.' I had besides a 
soffieient numfber of adherents to h^ve maintained 
a civil war for three yters; but I preferred the 
peace of France to all the laurels which I might 
atili have gathered. ** 

After breakfast, he desired to speak with 
M. Pottsi and told him, that siiice it was his inten- 
tion to <:oQie sometimes to Rio, aqd his hoQae wa» 
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vpry convenient for being converted into a palace, 
he wished him to seek another habitation for him* 
iself and |)i$ family. He gave a plaQ himself of 
the alterations which he wished made in the 
house, and charged General Bertrand with attend- 
ing to the immediate execution of the plan. 

Pn the seventh of May, the Emperor took 
po^fessioq of the pavillion belonging tb the offi^- 
cers of the Cprps-de- Genie, and for the interval 
between that and the departure of the officers, 
he gave ujp to then) the apartments which he had 
inhabited at the mayorahy. This pavillion has 
only one story, consisting of six windows in front, 
but it stands insulated in a pretty garden, and over- 
looks the sea and the town. 

At the same time the emperor established 
his honshold which was to consist z-^^rst, of four 
chfmberlains, who were also to be counsellors of ' 
state. The persons named to these offices were i 

M, Lapi, Ex-mayor of Porto Ferrajo. 

M. Vantini, Ex-judge of the Criminal Tri« 
bunal. 

M. Gualante, Mayor of Rio. 

M. Tradite^ the existing Mayor of Porto- 
Ferrajo. 

The salary of these united places was fixed at 
twelve hundred francs. 

Secondly. Three officers of ordinance, vis: 
M. Vantinj^ the son« 
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M. Bindli, the son. 

M« Per^ the ton. 

Thirdly. Two foragers of the pialace : 

M • Descbamps. 
M. Baillon. 

The J^mperof next announced, that he shoald 
be atlnom^ to receive ladies, twice a week, at eight 
ialhe evaiing. The Elbese fair did not fail to 
^ecept the invitation. Napoleon presented hini* 
aiif in the midst of the circle, and asked niaay 
i^uestieais ; in paiticular he inquired 'of each lady 
her name and her ho^and's profession. The greater 
p«it answeptd, that their husbands were in trade. 
Napoleon then enquired what tr^e, when he 
fiKUul Cbat OM was a baker, another a butcher, 
aadsocB. l^htle satisfied with the rank of his 
tisitorSy he netreated in a very short time ; thie 
ladies rietreated also, and in a fortnight he foun4 
his court wholly deserted. 

From the seventh of Mxiy to the twenty-fifth. 
Napoleon was principally occupied with arranging 
his house, and closing up the avenues to it. He 
pi'esidfd binoiself at the works, going among the 
masons at five o'clock in the morning in his sUIk 
alpQkil^s and bqckles. \ 

On the 25th of May, the Dryad frigate com-, 
manded by M. de Montcabrie, and the Inconstant 
brig, commanded by the Viscount de Charrier- 
Moissard arrived at Porto-Ferrajo. The frigate 
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was destined to carry home the Fretieb gani'igoti^ 
and the hrtg-wat to remain with Napoteoiu AftW 
an exchange of sa}nte8 between the French and 
£ngli|h'6hfp8, which was madfe gun for gtm, the 
Count de Montcabri^ paid his respects sncc^sivdy 
to* General Ekalesme and to General Di^otioti the 
governor of the island ; he had previouly inlhnttted 
to the }atter his arrival and the object of his tiikmonf. 
In the night between the 25tb and 2l6th, tw E&i- 
glish transports arrived, brmging with them the 
Imperial gunrd of Napoleon, consfistmg of a thon^ 
tend mens grenadiers^ chassenrs^ officers snd sol^ 
diers of the artillery and Polish lancersi^ with mae^ 
teen nvarinea and ^i% Mamelnkee.- 

On the fl6th at #ve in the mormng, as^ the 
sailors were washing the decks of the l)#yad^ l^aM 
pokoa arrived there, accompanied by General 
fiertrand, General Cambrnne, ConimandatiPt ofth^ 
gaard^ who was just arrived, and several other offi- 
cers,, wkh the commandant of the transports. A4 
he: came on board he s>aTd to the captain a^nd^ tln^ 
officers that he conld not pass a French vessieP 
without visiting it* He made the totif of the' 
decks aftd the forecastle, asking a variety afqtreS- 
tions of tbe<eaiilors whom he met, and then w?t fa- 
drew to g0 to the English frigate. He 'was theref 
cbcered with five rounds ojf hn^zas from th^* cr^W; 
all th€ vessels 4b^ this road sainted him except the' 
Bvyad and the ihcenstant. He prenrdid himswtf 
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at tbe dehiLrkatioii of the goard, and of bis effects^ 
md seemed very maeh pleased at receiiing the 
latter. 

Synik^^ Majf 29th. After . mass a public 
audtenee was held, at the oonclusiou of which 
tbe emperor bad a private conference With M. de 
Montcabri^. That officer was theii iovHed to dine 
iritb the Emperor ; at the dinner were'alsa present^ 
General Bertrand, General Dalesme* and two la« 
dies of the island, Madame and Mademoisielle 
Vantini. It was tUe festival of the pairQd saint 
of the town^ and a ball was given at which the £m- 
peior with his whole conrt attended. 

June UL The Princess Paulina arrived in a 
NeiRpolitan frigate, called the Letitia^ commanded 
by Vice- Admiral Lostange. 

June 2d. This princess and the fVigate both 
departed. 

June 4th, Every thing being prepared for 
the departure of the garrison, the Captain of the 
Dryad gave orders for the embarkation. He, ac* 
companied by M. Charrier, tbe Captain of tb» In* 
constant, went to inform Napoleon of their mteikd*' 
ed departure, and were well received by hfm«r^A£^ 
ter conversing with them for a few minates, he ifi>^ 
vited them to breakfast, during which the oonver-^ 
sation continued upon indifferent subjects. The 
breakfast concluded, he wished tbem a prosperous 
voyage and departed. He sent tbem a Irenewal of 



^ 
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hh adieus bj the Grand Marshal^ at the niomeiit 
IV hen they sailed.' 

June itGth. The Imperial Gaard gave an en<- 
tertainaent to the inhabttants. There was a bail 
'at wbich Napoleon was present; he stayed thras 
hours^ walking abont, and talking to the ladies adf 
at the Th6iHeries. When he quiUed the M at 
ivro in the mornings he goC: into his carriage m^ 
went tp Marciana. 

August 2d. Madame Bttbaaparte! bis mother^ 
arrived wkh t\iro ladies of honour, andf M. Coloiitie^ 
ihe Cleioiberlatn, 

August iSth. Btinj^ Napoleon's birth day, 
the guard would give an entertakmedt. 'Napol^E 
added a ball to it^ at the expense of the townJ 
He sent the following note to the governor : 
* \^ As I have^ not yet a htntse which will 
jMsrinit of my giving entertainments, I shall wait 
&>r the arrival oi the Empress, or the Princess 
Paulina, whom I expert e&rly in September, for a 
display of fireworks. I wish the commune to be 
at the expence of a ball, which shall be given in 
the Place, a building of wood behig run up for^ 
the purpose ; and that the officers of the Imperial 
guard, and of the free battalion may be invited to 
it. Near this builcKng let an orchestra be Con* 
strncted^ that the soldiers may dance, and let there 
be mme flaggons of wine that they may drink. I 
desire also that the commune will marry two young / 
9ien» .and give them portions. Tho Grand Mar- 
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ihal ad ^ «bth6rities1to asaUt at these msrri^es^ 
which shall be celebrated at the hjgh mass/* 

▲ bail was acoording^y ^ven by the com- 
iititie, on the Flae^, ad whieh the Emperor's 
mother, Madame Bertrapd^ and the two ladies lif 
honoar attended. Th^re werfe present about thirty 
Ibdiesy in a room wMch would have held three 
lkniditd« Napole<fB dkd not appear^ and the ball 
Was very dull. 

Porto Ferrajo is no longer the same place. 
Artists of aQ professions are established there $ 
three hundred masons have arrived ^thin a month} 
strangidrs fleck thither from, all parts^ some at' 
tsacied only by curiosity, others to make speai- 
latioiiB. This inflax has doubled the price ol 
every thing) house-rent is beyond all price. Pa*« 
Alliens are ta be coQstructedi for the ofiioers^ and 
llie houses are to be raned, as the only meatus. of 
^larging the lownf^, sidttd the sit^of it is cndSmMl 
1^ tfate «ea, anfd th^ fort ^fleatioqs. Que' cfaai^^ ha# 
bebn mad^» in which the^' true g^nias of K^poleoit 
is oonspictious ; the ohnrdh of the fadir{dlal h»- 
heda con^^n^d mfo a tfiieatre, and actoer wer^ 
dxjpe^jted to opchi* it on this Isi cS Gctober. Th9 
stiiieets hate b^en nspaired and rendered 01 for 
candages. The soldt^s Is^pear little satisfittst withi 
thety resfdeiMfce'^on Uivkldiid; 

fheEi^p^ri^r*^ l)fais vei^imtfbMr. ^Hegpesf 
obi? regulaiply evfery morning' aft jiyef y oIooIbj: easa^ 
mlHily eith^ to^ Saint Uimti or Maadaiasb; att^tow 



AT THB ISLAND OF ELBA. 41^ 

he returns home to breakfast. He then remains at 
home till six in the evening, when he takes a ride or 
walk, accompanied ontj by a single officer* When 
he is on fpol he eto^s the first person he meets^ arid 
if he likes his conversation, .makes him walk with 
him for hours toother. . 

On this subject I muat mention a cireum- 
fldatice which happened Ihe very day aifter his arrival.. 
At two o'clock; he itnrounted his horse to ride ronnd 
the bajr» A peasant who perceived hiia> escorted by 
several English^ persuaded himaelf that the island 
bad been surrendered to England, and thai h^ Wafc. 
Mi commander sent thither by the king- of Great<- 
Britaia. He accordingly went down on 'his kpees^. 
and in this posture made a most pompous ^ealogium 
oa the English, at the same timeifaeeaking out into^ 
violent invectives against the FVench JBmpetor. As 
h6 spoke Ittlian the Eogfish did not linder^tand a 
wbrd.that he said,, but Napoleon asked him tl^ 
OQCSlision of the invectives he uttered. Ab this qoea^ 
ti4& tbd p^awnt entered' upon am en«mef4tum of 
ibe.mitfQrluneshn and bis family had experieno0d> 
occasioned by the conscriptioa, the taxes^ &c., &c«. 
He woitki never have finished if Napole«)n had not 
continued his ride, without saying a word in 
answer. The peasant befog told that it was th€ 
Emperor himseif to whom he had been speaking 
vemaiDcd stupified for some mometils and tbetf ran 
away as fast ais possible. From that moftfient^ nof^. 

2 F 
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iivithstaoding all the lesearchos made, he tras nev^ 
to be found. 

. We shall here terminate our details respecting; 
this . celebrated personage, whose existence will 
henceforward be of no more importance than the 
Island which he inhabits. During his elevation he 
might be mistaken for the hero of a tragedy, at 
liis fall he appeared no more than a character in 
'a melo-drama, nothing of that character being 
wanting in him, not even tlie tears. ,Till this mo- 
ment sensibility had not been his shining side ; he 
had played it very ill. His tall alone has excited 
in. him any real sensibility, but confined to what 
oonoarns.himself, that, and that only, couldmove 
him even to tears. Yes, this man, the terror of 
Europe, has been-jseen to weep his owji hunibled 
pride, his menaced life* . . 

Thus be who could after a battle vtkit the 
field of. slaughter untpoved, and say Coldly in the 
midst of cries of despair for the victuns that had 
fallen, this, wa^ a grand consummation^ !— he who 
retaming frooi Moscow, could traverse a route of 
three hupdred leagues . thronged with dead and 
dying, without shewing the! least signs •of emotion, 
solefy. occupied with saving his own person ;«~he 
who had been insensible to the most 'dreadful ca- 
taattophes, found, at last a spectacle chat could 
draw forth his tears,«-»it was his own &11, his own 
humiliation* . - - — 
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In this be has jastified the idelt entertained of 
him by the celebrated General, whom he so basely 
pursued as a rival, whom he endeavoured to bring 
to destruction as a conspirator by the sword of the 
lawSy but whose career was terminated very difie* 
rently. General Moreau being asked, in his last 
journey to London, wh^n he was about to depart 
for Dresden, what he thought of Buonaparte : ''The 
great characteristics of this man," heaaid, '' are 
falshood, and a love of life. I am going to attack 
him, I shall beat him, and shall see him at my 
feet begging his life."* 

What a spectacle have these two men of* 
fered to our century : both arrived at the pinnacle 
of military glory, how different has been their endl 
The one, passing^ frpm the c^mp to the throaei 
could not endure the glory of his rival. He in* 
Tolved him in a criminal suit, and dragged him 
before the tribunal of |ustice, to tarnish his honour 
for ever if not to take away his life. The other, ' 
pi^ssing from the theatre of his glory to the bench 
of the accused, with difficulty extricates himself 
from a strife so unequal and so new to him. He is 
constrained, however, to quit his own country, and 
seek an asylum in the New World, living there in 
all the simplicity of a private character ; while his 
rival, raised to the summit of power, becomes the 
arbiter of nations. But his elevation hollows out 
a precipice into which he must fall. To complete 
hia overlSiQWr Mqw^oTs Summoned from the dis- 
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tant shores of America. He arriveis ; front to front 
be opposes hi» ancient rival, he becoihes his most 
fiyrmidable enenay, he attacks him, and finds a gIo« 
rious death on the field of honour, carrying with 
him to the tomb the s\i^el hope of seeing his conn- 
try delivered, and the consolation of having con^^ 
tributed with his blood to that deliverance. 

Napoleon endeavours to sndtch from htm this 
glory, he insults a death which he has not known 
how to imitate. Conquered in his turn, he begs 
his life, according to the prediction of his rivaL 
He obtains it^ he survives the despair of his faH, 
tbe despair of seeing France deliveled, of seeing 
her restore to an angnst family, whom he had 
so basely pncsned^ the homage which it so highly 
merits ^. Moreau dies, and his glory survives him ; 
Bnonaparte would live, and his glory perishes be« 
fore hin>. 



* Boonaparte sig^^d hie act of abdication od the day that 
M^jiftiSM arrived at the gates of PbHa. Baoakparte tt^tt^ iht 
road of Porto Fern^ t)ie day tl^t Lovi» XVIIL enUtm^ bia clfiitak 



THE END. 
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